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Welcome  to  the  latest  issue  of  the  “Rare  Coin  Review.” 
We  think  you’ll  enjoy  being  a  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
client.  Since  1953  we’ve  helped  build  many  of  the  finest 
collections  ever  assembled.  Whether  you  want  a  $5  coin,  a 
$500  coin,  or  even  a  $50,000  coin  we  can  help  you. 

We  pride  ourselves  on  the  quality  of  the  coins  we  deliver. 
It  you’re  an  advanced  numismatist  or  a  dealer,  as  most  of 
our  customers  are,  then  you  can  appreciate  what  an  impor¬ 
tant  difference  quality  makes.  If  you’re  a  new  collector, 
then  be  sure  to  compare  quality  when  comparing  price  — 
for  a  comparison  of  one  without  the  other  is  absolutely 
meaningless.  If  your  emphasis  is  on  quality  you’ve  come  to 
the  right  place! 

The  directors  of  the  firm  (James  F.  Ruddy,  Nancy 
Ruddy,  and  Q.  David  Bowers)  are  members  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists,  the  Pro¬ 
fessional  Numismatists  Guild  (Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  director 
of  the  PNG;  James  F.  Ruddy  is  recipient  of  the  PNG  Dis¬ 
tinguished  Service  Award),  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  (life  members  336  and  337),  the  Royal 
Numismatic  Society  (London),  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  and  other  leading  organizations. 

James  F.  Ruddy  is  author  of  “Photograde”,  the  standard 
guide  to  coin  grading.  Jim  Ruddy  has  been  honored  by 
many  numismatic  organizations  and  has  participated  in 
many  important  numismatic  research  discoveries  to  be 
published  in  recent  decades. 

Q.  David  Bowers  is  author  of  many  books,  including  the 
best-selling  Coins  and  Collectors”,  and  writes  regularly  for 
“Coin  World”,  “Numismatic  News”,  the  “Encyclopedia 
Americana”,  and  other  publications. 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc.  has  handled  many  of 
the  most  important  coins  and  collections  sold  in  America 
and  Europe  since  our  founding  in  1953.  Today  we  have  the 
largest  and  most  comprehensive  stock  of  choice  and  rare 
coins  in  the  hands  of  any  dealer  in  the  world. 

Our  Auction  Department  is  well  known  for  its  fine 
quality  auction  sales.  These  sales  are  catalogued  by  Q. 

David  Bowers,  James  F.  Ruddy,  Judy  Cahn,  and  other 
numismatists  on  our  staff. 

It  has  been  our  pleasure  to  have  supplied  choice  coins  to 
dealers,  collectors,  and  museums  worldwide.  It  would  be 
our  pleasure  to  include  YOU  among  our  many  satisfied 
customers.  We’re  “your  friends  in  the  rare  coin  business”  — 
and  we  think  you’ll  really  enjoy  doing  business  with  us. 

staff 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

1.  Enclose  remittance  with  order  unless  credit  has  been  es¬ 
tablished.  A  prompt  cash  refund  will  be  given  for  any  part  of  an 
order  not  filled. 

2.  All  items  will  be  shipped  postpaid  to  U.S.  addresses.  We  pay 
postage  and  handling  to  foreign  addresses  on  orders  over  $50;  add 
$2  for  orders  under  $50.  Coins  go  via  fast  first  class  mail.  Books, 
albums,  and  supplies  go  under  separate  cover  by  special  book  rate. 
California  residents  add  state  sales  tax  or  furnish  resale  permit. 

3.  As  many  of  the  coins  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock,  alternate 
choices  will  be  appreciated.  Use  the  reverse  of  your  order  blank  for 
this  purpose.  Your  alternate  choices  will  not  be  used  unless  the  first 
items  have  been  sold.  If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put 
“Same  Type”  as  your  second  choice  and  we’ll  substitute  a  coin  of 
the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  the 
first  item  requested  has  been  sold.  Title  to  all  items  remains  with 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc.  until  payment  in  full  has  been 
received.  All  items  are  subject  to  prior  sale  or  price  change  without 
notice.  This  catalogue  cancels  all  previous  catalogues  and  price 
quotations. 

4.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason  may 
be  returned  within  15  days  for  an  instant  cash  refund.  No  explana¬ 
tion  is  necessary.  We’re  not  happy  until  you  are!  Coins  are  graded 
by  “Photograde.”  All  items  are  absolutely  guaranteed  genuine. 

5.  MASTER  CHARGE:  Any  item  in  the  “Rare  Coin  Review” 
may  be  charged  to  your  Master  Charge  account  by  sending  us  all  of 
the  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card.  In  this  way  convenient 
time  payments  can  be  arranged  through  your  local  bank. 

6.  VISITING  US:  Our  offices  are  located  in  downtown  Holly¬ 
wood,  directly  across  the  street  from  world-famous  Grauman’s 
Chinese  Theatre.  We’re  open  Monday  through  Friday  from  9:30  to 
noon;  1  to  5  p.m.  As  rare  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults,  an  appoint¬ 
ment  is  recommended  so  we  can  have  a  selection  of  rare  coins  on 
hand  for  you  to  view.  Visit  us  the  next  time  you  are  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area ! 

TELEPHONE  SERVICE 

Items  may  be  reserved  by  telephoning  us  during  business  hours. 
Call  station-to-station.  Call  collect  from  anywhere  in  the  USA  for  an 
order  of  $200  or  more.  Telephone:  (213)  466-4595.  See  Terms  of 
Sale  on  this  page  for  ordering  information. 

SUBSCRIPTION  INFORMATION 

Individual  copies  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  cost  $5  each  and  Bowers 
and  Ruddy  Galleries  auction  catalogs  cost  $5  each.  Our  yearly  subscription 
(which  includes  8  catalogs  plus  the  prices  realized  lists  for  all  auctions 
held  during  the  time  your  subscription  is  valid  and  our  monthly  “Special 
Coin  Letters”)  offers  you  a  tremendous  savings: 

To  any  address,  U.S.  or  foreign,  via  surface  mail:  $15 
To  any  U.S.,  Mexican  or  Canadian  address  via  First  Class  mail:  $25, 
(strongly  recommended  for  U.S.  customers  living  outside  the 
continental  United  States) 

To  any  foreign  address  (excluding  Mexico  and  Canada)  via  Air  Mail: 
$37 


★  -  ★  -  ★ 

^Bowers  and  GBuddy"  Qalleries,  °Inc. 

Directors:  James  F.  Ruddy  /  Nancy  Ruddy  /  Q.  David  Bowers 

6922  Hollywood  Boulevard/Suite  600/Los  Angeles,  California  90028 
Telephone  (213)  466  4595  Telex  69-1555  PHOTOGRADE  LSA 
Hours:  Monday  to  Friday  9:30  to  noon,  1  to  5  p.m. 
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6922  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Suite  600 
Los  Angeles,  California  90028 


Telex:  69-1555  Photograde  LSA 
Telephone:  (213)  466-4595 


Managing  Directors: 
James  F.  Ruddy 
Nancy  Ruddy 
Q.  David  Bowers 


Dear  CNL  Reader, 

By  special  arrangement  with  the  Colonial  News  Letter  we  are 
sending  you  with  our  compliments  a  copy  of  our  latest  Rare 
Coin  Review  issue.  You  may  already  be  familiar  with  our 
catalogs  (for  CNL  keeps  all  subscribers  confidential,  and  we 
had  CNL  send  this  catalog  to  their  readers  without  any 
knowledge  on  our  part  of  who  the  readers  were) — if  so, 
kindly  pass  it  along  to  a  friend. 

The  purpose  of  this  catalog  is  to  introduce  you  to  a  very 
nice  selection  of  colonial  coins  and,  equally  important, 
to  introduce  you  to  our  firm  and  our  complete  numismatic 
service.  If  you  see  any  individual  items  of  interest  it 
certainly  would  be  a  pleasure  to  hear  from  you.  If  you 
would  like  to  receive  our  future  catalogs  on  a  continuing 
subscription  basis  I  invite  you  to  subscribe  as  per  the 
enclosed  application. 

It  would  be  a  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  further. 


A  Subsidiary  of  General  Mills 
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Coins  for  the  discrimmating  numismatist 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  27  Winter  1976-7 


A  Word  of  W  elcome! 

Welcome  to  our  brand-new  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 

27.  It’s  an  issue  with  many  delights  for  the  collector 
and  investor  alike.  In  face  of  record  sales  (this  past 
year  has  been  the  best  sales  year  in  our  history!) 
we’ve  been  buying  to  replenish  our  inventory.  At  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  convention  this 
summer  Jim  Ruddy,  Rich  Kostelnik,  John  Murbach, 
and  I  kept  busy  from  morning  until  night  writing 
checks.  When  all  was  said  and  done  we  had  acquired 
over  $600,000.00  worth  of  new  items!  Other  pur¬ 
chases  have  added  to  our  stock  as  well,  with  the  result 
that  this  issue  of  the  Review  has  many  really 
fascinating  items  for  you. 

It’s  amazing  how  time  flies.  Here  we  are  with  issue 
No.  27  of  our  catalogue.  Out  of  curiosity  we  took 
from  the  shelf  our  Review  copies  of  10  issues  ago  and 
20  issues  ago— Review  17  and  7,  published  in  spring 
1973  and  September  1970  respectively.  The  coin 
hobby  is  dynamic— ever  changing— and  it’s  interesting 
to  note  how  much  has  changed  just  in  the  space  of 
five  or  six  years.  We  could,  of  course,  go  back  even 
further  into  history  and  dig  out  our  catalogues  from 
the  early  1950s,  but  perhaps  the  1970s  are  more 
relevant  to  the  present  day. 

Investment  is  a  major  consideration  when  one  buys 
coins.  We  have  never  advocated  buying  coins  for 
investment’s  sake  alone.  Rather,  we  have  recommend¬ 
ed  a  combination  of  collecting  and  investing— so  you 
will  have  the  best  of  both  worlds.  Are  coins  a  good 
investment?  This  is  a  question  which  we  are  often 
asked.  We’ve  written  quite  a  bit  on  the  subject, 
including  the  best-selling  High  Profits  From  Rare 
Coin  Investment  published  in  1974  and  Collecting 
Rare  Coins  for  Profit,  written  for  Harper  &  Row 
in  1975.  These  volumes  rather  dramatically  illustrate 
that  coins  have  been  a  good  investment.  The  only 
problem  with  this  is  that  now,  today,  you  can’t  go 
back  to  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  17  in  1973  or  our 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  7  in  1970  or  our  early  Empire 
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Topics  magazines  of  the  1950s  and  place  your  order. 
I’m  sure  that  you’d  be  delighted  to  buy  a  1792 
copper  disme  in  EF  grade  for  $4500  (page  5,  Rare 
Coin  Review  No.  7),  an  1888  Brilliant  Proof  nickel  3c 


This  attractive  and  reasonably  priced 
1796  quarter  begins  a  beautiful  offering  of 
this  denomination  in  this  issue. 

piece  for  $49  (page  19,  same  issue),  or  a  BU  1917 
Type  I  quarter  for  $55  (page  23,  same  issue).  Or,  in 
our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  17,  issued  just  three  years 
ago,  I’m  sure  that  you  would  enjoy  owning  a  Proof 
1885  nickel  3c  piece  at  $64,  a  Proof  1873  with- 
arrows  dime  at  $395,  or  an  Uncirculated  1917  Type  I 
25c  which  by  that  time  had  climbed  to  all  of  $125! 
But,  you  and  I  can’t  turn  the  hands  of  time 
backward.  Today  is  today,  and  we  must  be  concerned 
with  right  now! 

What  is  the  outlook  for  coin  prices?  In  my  opinion 
the  outlook  is  very  favorable.  There  are,  of  course, 
qualifications.  Not  every  coin  is  going  to  be  a  good 
investment  over  the  next  five  years.  However,  it  is  my 
contention  that  a  select  collection  of  individual  scarce 
and  rare  coins,  gathered  with  care  as  to  price  and 
grading  and  held  as  a  long-term  investment,  will  do 
well.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  we  are  in 
the  mainstream  of  numismatics.  While  comparative 
figures  are  not  available,  it  is  our  belief  that  we 
handle  more  individual  scarce  and  rare  early  United 
States  coins  than  any  other  coin  firm  in  the  world. 
This  necessarily  involves  the  purchase  and  resale  of 
several  hundred  collections  each  year. 

This  leads  us  to  repeat  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
statements  imaginable:  in  the  course  of  buying  and 
selling  millions  of  dollars  worth  ot  coins  over  the 
years,  every  one  of  our  clients,  to  our  knowledge, 
who  has  assembled  a  top-grade  collection  ot  United 


States  coins  through  us  and  who  has  held  them  for 
the  long  term  (5  to  10  years  or  so)  has  made  a  really 
attractive  profit  upon  selling  them!  1  doubt  if  any 
other  investment  medium  can  equal  this.  Can  you 
imagine  a  stockbroker  who  could  say  that  each  of  his 
clients  made  a  similar  profit?  Or  a  real-estate  broker 
who  could  say  likewise? 

Coins  are  indeed  remarkable.  And  yet  sometimes 
we’re  all  too  close  to  the  situation  to  analyze  it 
properly.  We  can’t  see  the  forest  for  the  trees,  so  to 
speak.  Pick  up  one  of  the  numismatic  journals  and 
you  see  all  sorts  of  confusing  things— they  even 
confuse  us,  and  we’ve  been  around  for  quite  a  while! 
There  are  200  different  claims  about  grading  stand¬ 
ards,  there  are  50  different  problems  with  numis¬ 
matic  organizations  and  conventions,  the  price  of 
gold  bullion  has  dropped  $4  per  ounce  this  morning, 
this  bicentennial  medal  set  available  for  just  $15  per 
medal  in  a  “limited  edition”  promises  to  be  the 
“collectors'  item  of  the  future,”  and  so  on.  The  more 
you  read,  the  more  confused  you  are! 


The  beautiful  MCMVII  $20  offered  in 
this  issue  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
most  artistic  American  coins. 

There  are  a  few  precepts  which  help  uncloud  the 
mind  in  this  regard.  Such  old  axioms  as  “think  for 
yourself”  (don’t  let  others  do  your  thinking  for  you; 
remember  that  some  firms  who  have  the  loudest- 
shouting  ads  can  afford  to  do  so  because  of  their  large 
markup  and  need  for  a  steady  stream  of  new  faces; 
old-time  firms  have  a  steady  clientele  and  don’t  need 
all  of  this  ballyhoo)  and  “investigate  before  you 
invest”  are  very  useful. 

Back  in  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  7  in  1970  I  wrote 
an  article,  A  Treasure  for  the  Future,  which  received 
quite  a  bit  of  favorable  comment  in  the  numismatic 
press  and  also  from  our  dealer  and  collector  friends.  I 
subsequently  used  it  in  one  of  my  books.  I  again 
present  this  article  here— with  the  figures  changed  to 
reflect  1976/1977  prices  instead  of  1970.  The  philos¬ 
ophy  remains  unchanged. 

A  Treasure  for  the  Future 

1  recently  had  a  telephone  call  from  Jim - ,  a 

sales  representative  for  a  large  data  processing  firm. 

Jim  had  received  our  past  several  catalogues  and  had 
placed  several  orders— including  one  for  a  Liberty 
seated  silver  dollar  for  his  type  set  and  another  for  a 

— Page  4— 


Proof  Lincoln  cent  of  1942.  “I  don’t  know  what  I’ll 
do  with  it,  but  your  price  looked  appealing,  so  I  am 
buying  it,”  he  said  at  the  time.  Another  order  was  for 
a  bust  type  half  dollar  in  Extremely  Fine  grade. 

In  each  of  our  telephone  calls  I  detected  a  vague 
sense  of  disorientation  with  collecting.  Jim  never 
seemed  to  be  really  sure  of  what  he  wanted.  During 
an  earlier  conversation  he  mentioned  that  he  wanted 
to  set  up  an  investment  fund  that  would  earn  20%  as 
its  minimum  objective  the  first  year.  It  seems  that  he 
and  a  few  friends  had  a  few  extra  thousand  to  “plav 
with,”  and  coins  seemed  to  offer  some  glamour. 
During  the  talk  I  said  that  I  knew  of  no  coins  that 
would  be  a  sure  thing  so  far  as  earning  20%  was 
concerned.  He  was  disappointed.  I  could  tell  by  the 
tone  of  his  voice. 

His  most  recent  call  was  different.  “If  you  have  a 
few  moments  I  would  like  to  tell  you  something,”  he 
started. 

“After  we  last  talked  I  found  a  numismatic 
investment  counselor,  or  at  least  that  is  what  he 
called  himself.  He  said  that  he  would  give  me  a  head 
start  on  my  investment  by  selling  me  $1500  catalogue 
value  worth  of  coins  for  $1000,  which  would 
automatically  give  me  a  profit  of  several  hundred 
dollars  when  I  sold  them. 

“After  buying  the  lot  I  took  it  to - (a 

well-known  Los  Angeles  area  dealer)  and  he  told  me 
that  the  coins  I  bought  weren’t  worth  full  catalogue 
value  anyway,  and  I  didn’t  buy  a  bargain.  In  fact  he 
was  unkind  enough  to  intimate  that  the  coins  weren’t 
even  worth  $1,000  retail  on  an  individual  basis. 

“Following  that  shock  I  talked  to  some  others  and 
found  out  that  my  investment  group  really  was  worth 
$600  to  $700  on  a  retail  basis.  What  fooled  me  is  that 
the  coins  included  many  selling  for  under  $10  and  I 
didn’t  realize  that  a  large  part  of  the  catalogue  value 
was  the  dealer’s  handling  cost.  I’ve  learned  the  hard 
way  that  if  an  Uncirculated  nickel  catalogues  35c  that 
doesn’t  make  a  roll  of  them  worth  40  pieces  times 
35c  or  a  solid  $14. 

“I  am  interested  in  the  reference  books  you  list  in 
your  catalogue.  It’s  about  time  that  I  learned  some¬ 
thing  about  coins,  I  guess.”  At  this  point  Jim  read  to 
me  a  list  of  about  a  half  dozen  books  which  he 
wanted  us  to  set  aside  for  him. 

As  I  thought  he  was  ready  to  say  goodbye  he  said, 
“Now,  can  I  ask  you  a  favor,  now  that  I’ve  just  spent 
about  $50  for  books?” 

“Sure,  go  ahead,”  I  replied. 

“What  is  going  to  be  ‘hot’  next  in  the  coin  market? 
I  mean,  what  are  all  of  the  dealers  quietly  buying  up? 
I’ve  talked  to  three  other  dealers  todav,  and  one  said 
he  was  buying  silver  futures,  another  recommended 


1970-S  Proof  sets,  and  the  other  said  he  didn’t  know 
what  was  going  to  be  the  next  thing  in  demand.” 

1  really  didn’t  know  how  to  answer  the  question. 
So,  my  answer  was  also  an  “I  don’t  know.”  I  went  on 
to  explain  that  our  business  made  its  money  by 
buying  coins  and  reselling  them  at  a  markup  over  the 
price  paid.  We’re  not  investors  but,  rather,  turn  our 
inventory  over  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  profits  may 
not  be  large  this  way,  but  they  are  consistent— and 
this  is  what  has  kept  us  in  business  since  1953. 

Jim  will  never  be  happy  with  coins.  He  is  looking 
for  something  that  coins  do  not  offer:  consistent 
short-term  speculative  profits.  I  wouldn’t  be  surprised 
if,  next  year,  Jim  has  forgotten  about  coins  entirely 
and  is  investing  in  some  other  field  which  offers  a 
mirage  of  fast  profits  without  any  work  or  knowl¬ 
edge.  Or,  maybe  I’m  wrong.  Actually,  I  hope  I  am.  I 
hope  he  reads  that  $50  worth  of  books  he’s  bought 
and  takes  up  coin  collecting  as  a  hobby,  not  primarily 
as  an  investment. 

The  above  incident,  which  happened  just  a  few 
weeks  ago,  is  not  particularly  unusual.  We’ve  had 
many  similar  conversations  with  other  coin  “invest¬ 
ors.”  Other  dealers,  particularly  those  with  an  over- 
the-counter  trade,  have  probably  heard  many  more 
stories  than  have  I.  This  situation  illustrates  the 
frustration  of  the  coin  investor  who  enters  coins  from 
a  strictly  investment  viewpoint  and  cannot  grasp  that 
coins  are  a  collecting  field  first  and  an  investment 
field  a  far  second. 

Mr.  Schilke’s  Experience 

Quite  different  from  Jim - ’s  experience  was 

the  numismatic  career  of  Oscar  G.  Schilke.  Mr. 
Schilke,  who  passed  away  several  years  ago,  was  a 
firm  friend  and  advisor  for  many  years. 

I  first  met  Oscar  at  one  of  the  early  Metropolitan 
New  York  coin  conventions  in  1954  or  1955.  He  had 
read  some  of  my  advertisements  in  The  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine  and  The  Numismatist  and  had 
some  coins  to  offer  for  sale.  If  memory  serves,  they 
were  a  few  large  cents  and  colonial  coins— two  or 


The  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc. 
-COMPARISON  TEST- 

So  convinced  are  we  that  you  get  the  best  VALUE  for  your 
money  here  that  we  invite  you  to  make  the  famous  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  Comparison  Test:  After  you  receive  your  shipment 
from  us  you  have  seven  days  to  compare  the  coins  with  those 
ordered  elsewhere.  If  ours  aren’t  the  VERY  BEST  BUYS  we  URGE 
you  to  return  them  to  us!  Are  we  taking  a  big  chance  by  making  this 
offer?  Not  really.  We  know  the  QUALITY  and  VALUE  we  deliver  — 
and  of  the  thousands  of  coins  we’ll  be  sending  to  customers  such  as 
yourself,  we’d  be  surprised  to  receive  even  a  single  coin  back  as  the 
result  of  an  unfavorable  comparison.  However,  the  Comparison  Test 
is  sincere  and  is  available  for  you  —  and  it’s  backed  up  by  our 
money-back  guarantee.  You  get  QUALITY  and  VALUE  from 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc. 


This  attractive  1803  half 
dime  is  one  of  many  out¬ 
standing  early  American 
silver  coins  you’ll  find  for 
your  selection  in  this  issue 
of  our  “Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view.’’ 

three  hundred  dollars  worth  in  all.  Oscar  never  put  a 
price  on  anything,  so  I  made  an  offer-which  was 
accepted. 

At  the  time  I  attended  most  of  the  major  conven¬ 
tions  on  the  East  Coast.  At  each  show  Oscar  would 
have  five  or  six  or  perhaps  a  dozen  coins  for  me  to  see 
first.  He  knew  that  I  liked  unusual  coins,  so  he  would 
nonchalantly  include  a  surprise  in  each  selection.  As  I 
looked  through  the  envelopes  he  would  wait  until  I 
came  across  the  special  coin  and  commented  on  it. 
On  one  occasion  it  was  a  blazing  mint-red  1823  large 
cent,  another  time  it  was  a  large  cent  with  a 
Washington-Lafayette  counterstamp. 

In  time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schilke  and  I  became  good 
personal  friends  in  addition  to  our  business  acquaint¬ 
ance.  Soon,  I  considered  a  yearly  visit  to  his  tranquil 
lakeside  home  in  Connecticut  to  be  a  “must”  on  my 
calendar.  During  these  visits  Oscar  would  tell  stories 
of  the  “good  old  days”  and  the  experiences  he  had 
with  collectors  and  dealers  in  the  1930s  and  1940s. 

Many  of  Oscar’s  stories  remain  in  my  mind,  but 
one  that’s  particularly  vivid  concerns  his  purchases 
from  one  of  the  New  York  City’s  dealers.  This  dealer, 
now  deceased,  would  ask  Oscar  a  certain  price  for  a 
desired  coin  and  then  grant  a  discount  if  Oscar  could 
tell  him,  before  buying  it,  of  the  coin’s  background 
and  history! 

As  did  many  collectors  of  the  past,  Oscar  really 
enjoyed  his  coins.  To  aid  in  appreciating  what  he 
purchased  and  also  to  learn  about  coins  in  general,  he 
built  up  a  large  numismatic  library.  The  reference 
books  were  purchased,  but  much  of  the  library  just 
grew  over  the  years  as  price  lists,  auction  catalogues, 
periodicals,  etc.  were  added  to  it.  By  1960  the  library 
filled  an  entire  wall  of  one  room! 


This  1797  half  dime 
would  be  ideal  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  a  type  set  of  United 
States  coin  designs.  Build¬ 
ing  a  type  set?  Be  sure  to 
see  page  7  of  this  issue — or 
select  individual  items 
from  the  later  listings.  Ei¬ 
ther  way,  you’ll  get  the 
quality  and  value  you  ex¬ 
pect. 
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During  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s  l  purchased 
man\  of  his  coins  and  sets.  Oscar  would  delight  in 
telling  me  that  “I  paid  $5  for  that  one  in  1938”  as  he 
accepted  my  offer  of  $50  for  a  coin! 

Numismatics  made  Mr.  Schilke’s  life  richer  in  many 
ways.  From  a  pleasure  viewpoint  he  really  enjoyed 
the  company  of  other  collectors  and  dealers,  many  of 
whom  can  recall  today  his  warm  hospitality  and  his 
love  for  the  coins  he  owned.  From  a  financial 
viewpoint,  his  coin  collection  made  a  nice  nest 
egg— an  investment  whose  performance  would  have 
been  hard  to  duplicate  in  any  financial  medium. 

I  recall  my  friendship  and  business  with  Mr. 
Schilke  to  illustrate  that  coins  can  be  rewarding 
financially,  but  that  historically  those  who  have  done 
best  have  been  collectors  and  numismatists  first  and 
investors  second. 

How  Can  Success  Happen  to  Me? 

“The  good  old  days  aren’t  around  anymore,  so  are 
the  investment  opportunities  in  coins  gone  also?” 
This  is  a  logical  question  you  might  ask.  In  my 
opinion  there  are  more  opportunities  than  ever. 
With  emphasis  on  the  American  citizen  having  more 
money  in  his  pocket  and  more  leisure  time  in  which 
to  spend  it,  the  future  looms  bright  for  coin 
collecting  and  related  fields. 

Coins  are  a  classic  example  of  the  supply  and 
demand  syndrome.  The  number  of  Proof  1911  Barber 
dimes  is  not  going  to  increase  (543  of  these 
were  made  about  65  years  ago).  This  particular  coin, 
which  we  use  purely  as  a  random  example,  catalogues 
$240  in  the  Guide  Book.  [QDB  note:  when  this 
article  was  first  written  in  1970  it  then  catalogued 
$100!]  Choice  coins  often  sell  for  over  Guide  Book 
listing,  so  right  now  a  specimen  in  Choice  Proof  grade 
will  cost  you  about  $350— or,  if  you’re  not  so 
quality-conscious,  then  an  average  Proof  will  cost  you 
in  the  $225  range. 

In  the  1970  article  I  said  that  “five  years  from  now 
if  the  number  of  collectors  is  50%  more  than  the 
number  today  the  price  of  this  coin  might  well  be 
$120  to  $150— or  even  more  if  Barber  dimes  achieve  a 
breakout  in  popularity,  as  many  series  have  done  over 
the  years.  Of  course,  if  the  number  of  collectors 
decreases,  then  the  price  of  the  dime  will  decrease 


The  1955  Double  Die  cent  is  an 
instance  of  a  rarity  in  our  own 
time.  You’ll  find  this  and  many 
other  desirable  20th  century  coins 
in  this  “Review”  issue! 

-Pag 


also.  This  is  a  factor  which  always  must  be  consid¬ 
ered.”  Now  in  1976  we  can  say  that  the  coin  did 
indeed  increase  in  value  nicely— even  more  than  our 
conservative  expectations! 

Waiting  for  the  coin  market  to  take  its  natural 
course  and  being  there  when  it  happens  is  one  way  to 
make  money.  A  better  way  to  successfully  invest  is  to 
become  a  serious  numismatist.  In  this  way  you  not 
only  take  advantage  of  any  market  rises  which  might 
occur,  but  you  can  often  do  well  if  the  market 
remains  stable  or  advances  only  slightly. 

As  an  example,  for  the  numismatist  who  knows 
what  he  is  looking  for  there  are  many  “sleepers”  just 
waiting  in  the  pages  of  the  Guide  Book.  If  you  study 
coins  and  the  frequency  with  which  they  appear  on 
the  market,  you’ll  find  that  many  coins  listed  at  low 
values— including  quite  a  few  in  the  $50  to  $300 
range— are  really  extremely  rare!  You’ll  also  find,  I 
should  mention,  that  certain  other  coins  listed  at 
higher  prices  are  easier  to  find  than  the  prices  might 
indicate  at  first. 

I  don’t  blame  you  if  you’re  skeptical  at  this  point. 
However,  let’s  find  some  specific  examples: 

In  the  23rd  edition  of  the  Guide  Book  an  1845-0 
dime  catalogued  for  just  $85  in  Uncirculated  grade. 
The  catalogue  does  not  invent  prices,  it  reports  them. 
Thus  in  many  instances  in  which  specific  coins  have 
not  changed  hands  for  several  years  or  longer,  the 
prices  are  literally  several  years  or  more  behind  the 
times.  Such  was  the  case  of  the  1845-0  dime.  At  a 
coin  auction  a  wise  buyer,  despairing  of  ever  finding  a 
mint  condition  dime  of  this  variety  and  knowing  how 
really  rare  the  coin  was  in  that  grade,  bought  one  for 
over  $800!  Yes,  that’s  about  ten  times  catalogue! 
Really,  this  was  not  surprising  or  even  unexpected  to 
anyone  who  had  studied  the  Liberty  seated  dime 
series— as  evidently  at  least  two  people  (the  purchaser 
and  the  underbidder)  in  that  sale  had  done.  Since  that 
time  the  editions  of  the  Guide  Book  simply  have  had 
dashes  in  the  Uncirculated  column  for  1845-0.  If  sold 
at  auction  a  specimen  would  probably  bring  the  best 
part  of  $5000  today!  Had  you  been  aware  of  the 
rarity  of  an  Uncirculated  1845-0  dime  when  it 
catalogued  for  just  $85  perhaps  with  some  diligence 
you  could  have  found  one  somewhere  for  around 
catalogue  value.  Now,  of  course,  the  cat  is  out  of  the 
bag  and  that  possibility  is  gone. 

Walter  Breen,  the  numismatic  researcher,  has  made 
thousands  of  dollars  by  finding  bargains— especially 
by  finding  rare  die  varieties  in  the  stocks  of  dealers 
who  didn’t  attribute  them  and  didn’t  know  what  they 
had. 

Our  firm  recently  paid  $3000  for  a  coin  which, 
two  years  ago,  was  purchased  for  $15  from  a  dealer! 
Similarly,  Jim  Ruddy  recently  told  me  of  an  instance 


United  States  Type  Coins 


Type  and  Denomination 

Brilliant  Uncirculated 

Choice  BU 

Brilliant  Proof 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Large  cent,  1840-1856 

$309.00 

475.00 

— 

3200.00 

Flying  eagle  cent,  1857-1858 

375.00 

525.00 

— 

Indian  cent,  copper-nickel,  1860-1864 

— 

139.00 

— 

475.00 

Indian  cent,  bronze,  1864-1909 

30.00 

49.00 

95.00 

139.00 

Two-cent  piece.  1864-1872 

189.00 

309.00 

295.00 

450.00 

Three-cent  nickel,  1865-1889 

72.00 

145.00 

129.00 

205.00 

Three-cent  silver,  1851-1 853  (Type  1) 

135.00 

315.00 

Three-cent  silver,  1854-1858  (Type  2) 

449.00 

695.00 

— 

Three-cent  silver,  1859-1873  (Type  3) 

135.00 

315.00 

275.00 

445.00 

Shield  nickel,  rays,  1866-1867 

339.00 

695.00 

— 

Shield  nickel,  no  rays,  1867-1883 

89.00 

199.00 

139.00 

219.00 

Liberty  nickel,  no  CENTS,  1883 

32.00 

59.00 

— 

249.00 

Liberty  nickel,  CENTS,  1883-1912 

50.00 

105.00 

115.00 

139.00 

Buffalo  nickel,  1913  (Tvpe  1) 

23.00 

49.00 

— 

Buffalo  nickel,  1913-1938 

8.00 

10.00 

— 

395.00 

Bust  half  dime,  1829-1837 

325.00 

575.00 

— 

— 

Seated  Liberty  half  dime,  1840-1859 

225.00 

385.00 

475.00 

625.00 

Sealed  Liberty  half  dime,  1860-1873 

139.00 

299.00 

239.00 

350.00 

Bust  dime,  1809-1827 

— 

2250.00 

— 

Bust  dime,  1828-1837 

695.00 

1350.00 

— 

3950.00 

Seated  Liberty  dime,  1838-1860 

249.00 

625.00 

— 

— 

Seated  Liberty  dime,  1860-1891 

120.00 

259.00 

215.00 

339.00 

Seated  Liberty  dime,  arrows,  1873-1874 

395.00 

825.00 

— 

— 

Barber  dime,  1892-1916 

89.00 

159.00 

215.00 

349.00 

Twenty-cent  piece,  1875-1876 

595.00 

1275.00 

1050.00 

1695.00 

Bust  quarter,  1815-1828 

1925.00 

3200.00 

— 

— 

Bust  quarter,  1831-1838 

1050.00 

2050.00 

— 

— 

Seated  Liberty  quarter,  1840-1865 

325.00 

675.00 

575.00 

750.00 

Seated  Liberty  quarter,  arrows,  1854-1855 

475.00 

1100.00 

— 

— 

Seated  Liberty  quarter,  1866-1891 

249.00 

475.00 

375.00 

565.00 

Seated  Liberty  quarter,  arrows,  1873-1874 

549.00 

1075.00 

— 

1150.00 

Barber  quarter,  1892-1916 

199.00 

325.00 

375.00 

495.00 

Standing  Liberty  quarter,  1917  (Type  1) 

219.00 

375.00 

— 

— 

Standing  Liberty  quarter.  1917-1930 

89.00 

139.00 

— 

Bust  half  dollar,  1807-1836 

375.00 

695.00 

_ 

— 

Bust  half  dollar,  reeded  edge,  1837-1839 

695.00 

1350.00 

— 

— 

Seated  Liberty  half,  1839-1865 

350.00 

675.00 

595.00 

750.00 

Seated  Liberty  half,  arrows,  1854-1855 

475.00 

995.00 

— 

— 

Seated  Liberty  half,  1866-1891 

295.00 

575.00 

475.00 

625.00 

Seated  Liberty  half,  arrows,  1873-1874 

— 

1350.00 

895.00 

1395.00 

Barber  half  dollar,  1892-1915 

325.00 

625.00 

495.00 

725.00 

Walking  Liberty  half,  1916-1947 

12.00 

17.00 

105.00 

159.00 

Seated  Liberty  dollar,  1840-1865 

495.00 

895.00 

1095.00 

1450.00 

Seated  Liberty  dollar,  1866-1873 

595.00 

995.00 

1095.00 

1450.00 

Trade  dollar,  1873-1883 

325.00 

675.00 

1095.00 

1450.00 

Morgan  dollar,  1878-1921 

8.00 

12.00 

450.00 

725.00 

Peace  dollar,  1921-1935 

— 

11.00 

— 

Gold  dollar,  1849-1854  (Type  1 ) 

285.00 

425.00 

— 

Gold  dollar,  1854-1856  (Type  2) 

1695.00 

2950.00 

— 

— 

Gold  dollar,  1856-1889  (Type  3) 

285.00 

425.00 

— 

Quarter  eagle,  1840-1907 

159.00 

199.00 

— 

— 

Quarter  eagle,  1908-1929 

135.00 

179.00 

— 

Three-dollar  gold,  1854-1889 

1150.00 

1950.00 

Liberty  half  eagle,  1840-1908 

115.00 

159.00 

— 

Indian  half  eagle,  1908-1929 

195.00 

289.00 

— 

Liberty  eagle,  1840-1907 

159.00 

199.00 

— 

Indian  eagle,  1907-1933 

235.00 

295.00 

Liberty  double  eagle,  1850-1907 

245.00 

289.00 

— 

— 

Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle,  1907-1933 

245.00 

285.00 

— 

— 

- Prices 

are  slightly  lower  when 

we  pick  the  date  for  you - 
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in  which  a  rare  variety  worth  some  $600  to  $700  was 
found  by  a  scout  for  $10  at  a  coin  show! 

There  are  many  bargains  lurking  in  the  new  1977 
Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins.  To  list  them  all  would 
take  up  many  pages— but  here  are  a  few  pieces  which 
would  be  super  bargains  if  purchased  at  catalogue 
value  or  anywhere  near  it.  Uncirculated  half  dimes  of 
1797  (all  varieties),  1801,  1803,  1838-0,  1840-0), 
1841-0,  1842-0,  1844-0,  1848  large  date,  1849-0 
(would  probably  sell  for  several  multiples  of  cata¬ 
logue  at  auction!),  and  1853-0  no  arrows.  Silver 
dollars:  1840,  1841,  1842,  1843,  1844,  1845, 
1846-0,  1848,  1850-0  (worth  several  multiples  of 
catalogue!),  1852,  1855,  1870-CC,  1871-CC, 

1872-CC,  1872-S,  and  1873-CC.  Double  eagles:  any 
Uncirculated  issue  1850  to  1855.  This  list  could  go 
on  and  on  .  .  .  but  I  II  stop  here,  having  given  a  few 
issues  from  three  widely  separated  series— half  dimes, 
silver  dollars,  and  double  eagles.  We’d  gladly  pay  over 
catalogue  for  these— not  because  we’re  philanthropic 
but  because  we  know  we  can  make  a  very  nice  profit 
over  and  above  what  we  would  pay. 

Form  a  Collection 

The  best  way  to  learn  about  coins  and  to  have  fun 
at  the  same  time  is  to  form  a  collection.  If  you  want 
to  sample  the  flavor  of  all  United  States  coins,  try  a 
type  set.  This  is  a  truly  exciting  and  stimulating  way 
to  collect!  Or,  you  may  want  to  specialize  and  learn 
all  about  a  particular  series  or  design. 

As  an  example  of  a  specialized  collection,  let’s 
assume  that  you  want  to  collect  a  set  of  Uncirculated 
and  Proof  Liberty  seated  half  dimes  from  1837  to 
1873.  We’ll  also  assume  that  you’re  willing  to  pay 
current  market  or  catalogue  value  if  necessary,  but 
hope  to  buy  some  for  less. 

By  writing  to  a  half  dozen  or  a  dozen  leading 
dealers  you  should  be  able  to  get  nearly  all  of  the 
Proofs  from  1859  to  1873.  Chances  are  you’ll  buy 
none  of  the  earlier  1855-1858  Proofs.  These  will 
require  some  patience.  Among  the  expensive  Uncir¬ 
culated  issues  you’ll  probably  buy  an  1837  no  stars 
issue.  You’ll  probably  have  the  chance  to  buy  several 
of  these  in  the  $1000+  range  for  a  truly  select  piece. 
You’ll  rightly  guess  that  the  high  price  is  due  to  other 
factors,  for  there  seems  to  be  quite  a  few  around.  The 
explanation  is  that  there  is  an  added  demand  for 
them  on  the  part  of  type  set  collectors  and  this  drives 
the  price  up.  You’ll  find  no  Uncirculated  1838-0  half 
dimes  offered,  and  after  a  year  or  two  you  might 
agree  with  our  thought  that  in  Uncirculated  grade 
1838-0  is  at  least  a  hundred  times  rarer  than  1837! 

You’ll  buy  some  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  Uncir¬ 
culated  coins  of  the  1840s  and  a  few  of  the  San 
Francisco  issues  of  the  1860s  and  1870s.  You’ll  buy 


the  expensive  1860  transitional  issue  as,  despite  the 
published  mintage  figure  of  just  100  pieces,  Ihere  are 
always  some  of  these  on  the  market.  You’ll  not  hear 
even  a  whisper  of  the  availability  of  the  1842-0, 

1844- 0,  1846,  1849-0,  1853-0  without  arrows,  or 
the  1859  transitional  in  mint  state.  Even  though  you 
might  tell  a  dealer  “I’ll  pay  full  catalogue  or,  even 
better,  I’ll  match  the  latest  auction  record  you  can 
find,”  the  answer  will  be  “J  haven’t  had  any  of  those 
in  a  long  time.” 

After  working  on  your  specialized  half  dime 
collection  for  a  year  you’ll  still  have  quite  a  few 
empty  spaces.  You’ll  have  had  a  lot  of  fun  collecting 
the  pieces  you  do  have  and  you’ll  really  appreciate 
those  you  lack  as  you  get  them  one  by  one  in  the 
future. 

When  completed,  if  you  are  successful  in  getting  all 
of  the  pieces,  you  have  a  first  class  numismatic 
investment.  There’s  not  a  dealer  in  the  country  who 
wouldn’t  be  eager  to  buy  it!  As  the  rarity  of  certain 
of  the  earlier  issues  becomes  known  (remember  the 

1845- 0  dime  situation  I  mentioned  a  few  paragraphs 
ago!)  you’ll  find,  over  the  years,  that  some  piece  you 
have,  say  $500  invested  in,  can  be  sold  for  $2000  or 
$3000.  The  chances  are  excellent  that  you’ll  make  a 
nice  profit  overall. 


The  1856  flying  eagle  cent  is  an 
American  numismatic  classic. 

Want  one?  You’ve  come  to  the 
right  place! 

Equally  important,  you  will  have  learned  a  lot  of 
numismatic  lore  about  the  half  dime  series.  If  you 
find  a  collector  friend  who  also  collects  half  dimes, 
you’ll  enjoy  discussing  your  collecting  pleasures, 
experiences,  and  rare  finds. 

Form  a  collection  of  half  dimes,  form  a  collection 
of  anything  in  a  serious  manner,  and  you  have 
become  a  numismatist! 

Investment  for  Investment’s  Sake 

By  being  a  numismatist  you  have  basic  coin 
knowledge.  From  that  point  you  are  in  a  better 
position  to  judge  what  is  a  good  investment  and  what 
isn’t.  Back  to  our  half  dime  example:  Suppose,  after 
diligent  searching,  you  find  a  beautiful  Uncirculated 
1849-0  for  the  catalogue  value  of  $1000.  Because 
you’ve  looked  for  months  or  years  for  it,  you  knowr 
that  you  would  have  paid  $2000  or  $3000  or  more 
had  it  been  necessary.  In  this  case  you  were  lucky— 
you  didn’t  have  to.  Then  along  comes  another 
1849-0  half  dime  for  just  $900!  You  don’t  need  it. 
You  already  have  one.  Buy  it  anyway!  It  is  an 
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excellent  investment  for  investment’s  sake— and  you 
know  it!  The  important  difference  is  that  it  is  an 
investment  founded  on  knowledge. 

By  the  same  token  you  may  want  to  take  a  fling  at 
some  modern  issues.  Despite  their  ups  and  downs  the 
fact  remains  that  some  very  attractive  profits  have 
been  made  by  those  who  have  bought  rolls  and  Proof 
sets  at  the  right  time  and,  equally  important,  who 
have  sold  them  at  the  right  time.  The  price  of  195 1-S 
nickels  or  1955-D  quarter  rolls  looks  low?  Buy  some. 

The  prices  are  depressed  now,  and  a  purchase  today 
will  probably  yield  a  nice  profit  in  the  next  upswing 
of  the  roll  market.  Many  of  us  have  a  gambling 
streak— so  you  may  want  to  buy  some  common  date 
gold  coins.  If  so,  buy  a  few  and  see  what  happens. 

Not  everything  has  to  be  a  good  investment.  It  may 
he  fun  to  speculate  a  little  now  and  then! 

While  you  won’t  find  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
recommending  speculation,  the  fact  remains  that 
we’re  all  human— so  if  you  have  a  tendency  to 
speculate,  indulge  it!  Just  keep  a  perspective  on  the 
whole  matter,  and  limit  your  speculation  to  what  you 
can  afford  to  lose— just  as  I  do  if  I  go  to  Las  Vegas,  sit 
down  at  a  roulette  table,  and  have  fun  playing  for  a 
few  hours. 

In  the  field  of  coin  investment,  the  most  important 
thing  is  to  learn  about  numismatics  first.  And,  when 
you  do  learn,  then  take  time  to  enjoy  coins,  their  art, 
and  their  history.  Be  a  collector  first  and  an  investor 
second.  If  you  do  want  to  speculate,  limit  it  to  a 
percentage  of  your  coin  buying  budget  that  won’t  be 
missed  if  things  don’t  work  out.  Then,  if  you  make  a 
nice  profit  you’ll  be  happy;  but  if  you  don’t,  you’ll 
still  have  the  basic  enjoyment  of  your  collection. 

To  paraphrase  Ben  Franklin:  “Mind  your  col¬ 
lection  carefully,  and  the  investment  will  take  care  of 
itself.”  By  collecting  carefully  today,  you’ll  build  a 
financial  treasure  for  the  future.  And,  in  the  mean¬ 
time  you’ll  have  lots  of  enjoyment  in  the  search  for 
the  elusive  pieces  you  need.  [QDB  note:  So  ends  my 
1970  article.] 

In  this  “Review”  Issue 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  contains 
thousands  of  good  buys  in  all  United  States  catego¬ 
ries— from  colonials  to  gold  coins,  from  patterns  to 
paper  money— and  just  about  everything  in  between. 

In  addition  to  the  individual  listings  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  offering  of  United  States  coins  by 
design  types  on  page  5— a  convenient  way  to  begin  a 
type  set  or  to  add  to  the  one  you  already  have. 

If  you’re  an  old-timer  on  our  mailing  list  you  know 
all  about  our  popular  Collection/Investment  Program 
which  enables  you  to  form  a  type  set,  specialized 
collection,  or  an  investment  group  of  coins  via 

—Page  9- 


convenient  monthly  payments.  We’ve  just  prepared 
an  informative  brochure  about  this-so  if  you’d  like 
more  information  just  request  our  Collection  Invest¬ 
ment  Program  booklet  and  we’ll  send  you  one  with 
our  compliments. 

Included  in  this  issue  is  an  article,  100  Years  Ago, 
which  tells  of  life  and  numismatics  back  in  1876. 
When  one  sees  an  1876-dated  coin  one  usually  just 
observes  the  design,  the  date,  and  other  physical 
characteristics.  The  coin  also  has  some  sentimental 
characteristics— and  in  my  opinion  an  appreciation  of 
these-an  understanding  of  the  era  in  which  a  coin 
was  struck— adds  immensely  to  appreciation  of  it.  In 
this  spirit  the  article  is  offered.  Of  course,  a  similar 
article  could  have  been  written  for  1793,  1810,  1900, 
1942,  or  whenever. 

If  this  is  your  first  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
I’ll  take  a  minute  to  mention  that  at  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  the  emphasis  is  on  quality  and  value. 
To  this  end,  each  and  every  coin  is  graded  carefully 
and  accurately  (if  there  is  a  question  it  is  down¬ 
graded,  not  upgraded)  by  Photograde,  Jim  Ruddy’s 
best-selling  (200,000  copies  in  print!)  book  which  has 
been  adopted  as  an  official  guide  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  In  addition,  every  item  has 
been  priced  very  carefully— to  yield  to  us  just  a 
modest  profit  and  to  provide  for  you  an  excellent 
value. 

Here,  then,  is  our  brand  new  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 
27.  It  is  a  really  great  selection  of  coins  offered  by 
our  organization  of  thirty  enthusiastic  and  dedicated 
people— one  of  the  finest  staffs  in  the  numismatic 
profession.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  we 
all  look  forward  to  receiving  your  telephone  call  or 


CAREFUL  GRADING  STANDARDS 

Each  coin  is  this  “Review”  issue  is  carefully  and  accurately 
graded  by  “Photograde,”  the  best-selling  reference  which  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  has  adopted  as  an  official  grading 
guide. 

In  terms  of  the  numerical  or  Sheldon  grading  system,  the 
adjectives  we  use  for  the  higher  grades  have  the  following 
equivalents: 

AU  =  50  to  55  on  the  Sheldon  scale 
Borderline  Uncirculated  =  56  to  59 
Uncirculated  =  MS-60  and  61 
Choice  Uncirculated  =  MS-62  to  65 
Gem  Uncirculated=MS-65+  to  MS-69 
Gem  MS-70  Uncirculated=MS-70 

If  you’ve  been  a  client  for  many  years,  you  know  how  accurate 
our  grading  is.  If  you’re  new  to  our  family  of  friends,  then  your  lirst 
order  will  convince  you! 


states  coins 


Colonial  Coins 

In  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  27  we  present  an  interesting  array  of 
United  States  colonial  and  state  coins  and  some  very  desirable 
Washington  pieces.  If  you’re  a  collector  of  these  series  we  invite  your 
patronage.  If  you're  not  involved ,  then  consider  colonial  coins— they 
offer  a  rich  combination  of  numismatics  and  history,  all  at  prices  which 
are  quite  reasonable  in  comparison  to  what  similarly  scarce  and  rare 
coins  in  later  series  sell  for. 

For  a  beginning  basic  library  on  the  subject  of  colonials  we 
recommend  “ Scott's  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins,"  1976  edition,  for 
$15  postpaid,  and  “ Early  Coins  of  America,"  by  S.S.  Crosby,  reprint, 
for  $35  postpaid. 


Very  Rare  1616  Sommer  Islands  Sixpence 


1616  Sommer  Islands  sixpence.  Variety  with  small  portholes  on  the 
ship.  Scott's  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins  observes  that  just  7  to  9  are 
known  to  exist.  An  Extremely  Fine  specimen  fetched  $28,000  in 
1973.  The  present  coin  is  Very  Fine  from  a  wear  viewpoint,  but  like 
most  other  extant  Bermuda  (Sommer  Islands)  coins,  the  surface  is 
quite  rough.  Quite  a  bit  above  average,  however,  for  this  issue.  A  buy 
for  the  specialist  at  just  .  6500.00 


Elusive  and  Desirable  Bermuda  1616  Shilling 


1616  Sommer  Islands  (Bermuda)  shilling.  Like  the  preceding  sixpence, 
this  coin  was  issued  by  the  Bermuda  Company  around  1616.  The 
present  coin  is  in  Good  grade.  Actually,  from  the  standpoint  of 
actual  wear  received  the  coin  would  grade  Fine,  but  surface 
roughness  makes  us  discount  the  grade  to  the  Good  classification.  A 
year  or  so  ago  a  comparable  piece  was  marketed  at  $10,000.  We 
purchased  our  coin  for  the  right  price  and  pass  the  savings  right  along 
to  you.  A  buy  for  the  advanced  numismatist  for  only  ■  ■  4900.00/ 


r 


Superb  1652  Willow  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Willow  Tree  shilling.  Here  is  one  of  the  most  important  American 
colonial  coins  to  appear  on  the  numismatic  market  this  century:  a 
superb  Extremely  Fine  plus  specimen  of  this  classic  rarity;  a  coin 
which  is  normally  found  (when  it  is  found  at  all!)  in  very  low 
condition.  A  few  years  ago  our  numismatic  friend  Don  Taxay 
(originator  of  Scott’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins)  wrote  a 
description  of  this  piece  for  its  former  owner.  We  quote  herewith: 

Willow  Tree  Shilling.  Massachusetts.  1652  (i.e.,  1 653- 1659  for  the 
type).  Noe  variety  1-A,  the  earliest  pair  of  Willow  Tree  dies  and, 
consequently,  the  earliest  of  the  entire  series  of  Massachusetts  tree 
coins.  Rarity  7;  only  ten  specimens  known,  with  three  impounded 
(Johns  Hopkins  University,  Boston  Museum  of  Eine  Arts,  and  the 
Boyd  Estate),  leaving  seven  collectible,  of  which  three  are  in  no 
better  than  Fair  condition. 


The  present  coin  is  one  of  the  three  finest  in  collectors’  hands, 
sharing  honors  with  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater  and  the  Terrell 
Collection  [Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  1973]  coins.  Indeed,  it  is 
superior  to  those  in  legibility,  the  legends  being  very  little  afflicted 
by  the  multiple  striking  which  is  characteristic  of  the  series.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  is  superior  in  this  regard  to  all  known  Noe  1-A 
Willow  Tree  shillings,  including  the  museum  specimens  cited  above. 

Strictly  speaking,  the  coin  grades  Extremely  Fine,  though  there 
are  some  who  would  argue  for  an  Almost  Uncirculated  grade.  Of 
course,  these  terms  refer  to  actual  wear  independent  of  the  usual 
vagaries  of  striking.  I  note  among  the  beautiful  pearl-gray  surfaces 
genuine  traces  of  mint  lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse  side.  Another 
plus  is  the  exceptionally  full  planchet,  which  seems  to  have  nowhere 
been  clipped  subsequent  to  striking.  What  more  can  I  say?  It  is  an 
extraordinary  coin  all  the  way  around— in  significance,  rarity,  and 
condition.  The  last  Willow  Tree  shilling  with  unmangled  legends  to 
come  on  the  market  was  sold  by  Stack’s  in  1 973  at  $32,000. 


Here  is  one  of  the  greatest  American  colonials  we’ve  ever  offered. 
To  excerpt  from  Don  Taxay ’s  comments,  the  coin  is  the  finest-struck 
specimen  in  existence  of  the  very  first  variety  of  the  Massachusetts 
tree  series;  an  incredible  specimen.  Surely  a  price  tag  of  $50,000 
might  be  reasonable  for  it.  We’re  asking  a  figure  which  we  believe  will 
represent  an  exceptional  value  for  the  buyer.  Certainly  this  is  a 
i  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  for  the  colonial  specialist!  29,000.00 


1662  Oak  Tree  twopence.  Dated  1662  in  error;  it  should  have  been 
1652.  Fine  $695.00;  Very  Fine  . 995.00 
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“Dear  Sirs: 

I’ve  heard  and  read  that  you  people  are  tops  in  quality,  grading 
and  service.  Well,  I  must  say  you  certainly  lived  up  to  your 
reputation  and  my  expectations.  Thank  you  for  the  fine 
commemoratives.  Keep  up  the  quality  and  I’ll  keep  sending  these 
checks.  Thanks  again.”  —  an  unsolicited  testimonial  from  A.M.W.  of 
Pettisville,  Ohio 


1652  Oak  Tree  sixpence.  Fine.  Bent  and  restraightened.  $450.00;  Fine 
$595.00;  VF,  parts  of  legend  weakly  struck  . 795.00 


1652  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Obverse  is  Abt.  Good,  reverse  is  Fine.  $259.00; 
VG,  some  surface  indentations  $295.00;  Very  Good  $429.00;  Fine, 
weak  in  areas  $449.00;  Fine.  Bent  as  a  witch  piece  and  then 
straightened  $795.00;  Very  Fine.  Once  cleaned  $795.00;  Very  Fine 
$995.00;  VF-EF  $1495.00;  Extremely  Fine.  Planchet  split  (as 

struck) .  1495.00 

1652  Pine  Tree  threepence.  Abt.  Fine  obverse.  VF  reverse  $395.00; 
F-VF,  some  usual  planchet  waviness  . 595.00 


1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  F-VF.  Holed  and  plugged 
$295.00;  F-VF  $595.00;  VF,  weakly  struck  in  areas  $650.00;  VF 
$849.00;  EF,  bent  and  straightened.  Nicely  centered.  Light  to 
medium  gray  toning.  A  nice  piece!  $1195.00;  EF-AU.  Clipped.  An 
exceptional  specimen,  preservation-wise  . 1195.00 


1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Small  planchet.  F-VF  $659.00;  VF.  Light 
scratch  on  obverse  $595.00;  VF-EF.  Small  scratch  on  obverse 
$795.00;  VF-EF.  Planchet  split  as  struck.  Well-centered.  Attractive 
light  toning  $795.00;  Flawless  VF-EF . 995.00 


“Dear  Sir, 

Thank  you  (belatedly)  for  the  coins  received  last  month  as 
ordered  from  the  “Canadian  Corner”  of  your  Special  Coin  Letter. 
I’m  very  pleased  with  these  items  and  would  appreciate  your 
keeping  my  name  on  your  “Canadian  list.  «m  unsolicited 
testimonial  from  W.F.M.  of  Tokyo,  Japan 


Exceptional  1658  Maryland  Sixpence 


1658  Lord  Baltimore  sixpence.  Undated,  but  struck  circa  1658  for 
Cecil  Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  obverse. 
The  Calvert  family  coat  of  arms  is  on  the  reverse. 

This  coin,  a  major  rarity,  is  elusive  in  all  grades.  The  present  coin  is 
an  outstanding  Extremely  Fine  example  and  ranks  among  the  very 
finest  known  in  private  and  museum  collections.  It  is  nearly  perfectly 
centered,  is  very  well  struck,  has  a  lovely  light  gray  patination,  and  is 
a  numismatic  treasure  in  every  sense.  A  prize  coin!  .  .  .7500.00 


Mark  Newby  (St.  Patrick’s)  Coinage 

(1678)  Farthing  ('A  penny).  Good  $45.00;  VG  $75.00;  Abt.  Fine 

$105.00;  Fine  $145.00;  VF  . . . 250.00 

(1678)  Halfpenny.  Good  . 89.00 


American  Plantations  Tokens 

(1688)  American  Plantations  token.  Original.  Exceedingly  rare;  the  first 
original  we’ve  offered  in  several  years,  and  one  of  the  very  few  to 
appear  on  the  market  in  our  lifetime.  Very  Fine.  A  bargai'.  for  the 
knowing  specialist! . 795.00 


(1688)  American  Plantations  token.  Early  restrike  from  original  dies. 
EF.  Quite  sharp.  $695.00;  AU  $895.00;  Lightly  toned  Uncirculated. 
A  prize  coin.  A  piece  which  is  remarkable  for  its  quality.  .  1395.00 


Elephant  Tokens 


(1694)  London  Elephant  token.  Thick  planchet.  Fine  $125.00;  VF 
$175.00;  EF-AU  $495.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  .  .1095.00 
(1694)  Elephant  token.  LON  DON  variety.  Very  rare.  Very  Good.  A 
major  opportunity  for  the  specialist . 895.00 


‘Tour  Friends  in  the  Rare  Coin  Business ” 
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Rosa  Americana  Coinage 


1722  Halfpenny.  DEI  GRATIA  REX.  UTILE  DULCI.  F-VF  $95.00; 
AU.  Rare  so  fine!  . 350.00 

1722  Penny.  UTILE  DULCI.  Very  Good.  $55.00;  Fine.  Rough  edge 

$65.00;  Fine  $89.00;  Very  Fine.  Exceptionally  pleasing  surfaces 
$159.00;  VF-EF . 189.00 

Note:  The  Rosa  Americana  coins  were  a  speculative  venture 
produced  for  the  American  colonies.  To  facilitate  their  acceptance  the 
pieces  were  intended  to  be  attractive  to  the  public.  The  reverse  legend 
translates  to  “ the  American  rose;  the  useful  with  the  sweet.”  However, 
the  coins  were  severely  overvalued— the  “penny”  was  the  size  of  a 
normal  halfpenny,  for  example— and  the  American  colonists  rejected 
them.  So,  these  pieces  mainly  circulated  in  the  British  Isles. 

1723  Penny.  Fine  . 89.00 

(1722)  Undated  twopence.  Period  after  REX.  Very  Good  $75.00;  Fine. 

Rim  nick  . 85.00 

1722  Twopence.  Very  Good . 75.00 

1723  Twopence.  Very  Good  $75.00;  Fine  $145.00;  F-VF  $189.00;  VF, 

weak  date  $189.00;  Very  Fine  . 229.00 


Wood’s  or  Hibernia  Coinage 

1723  Farthing.  VG  $22.00;  Fine  $29.00;  VF-EF  $99.00;  EF-AU 


$195.00;  AU  . 295.00 

1722  Halfpenny.  Harp  left.  Fine  $39.00;  Very  Fine  . 85.00 


1723  Halfpenny.  VG  $10.00;  VF.  Small  mint-caused  edge  clip  $35.00; 
VF  $45.00;  VF-EF,  with  old  scratch  $45.00;  Choice  Brown 
Uncirculated.  Becoming  elusive  in  such  an  excellent  grade!  .395.00 

1724  Halfpenny.  Good  $15.00;  F-VF  . 55.00 


Voce  Populi  Coinage 


1760  Farthing.  Very  scarce  denomination.  Large  letters.  Fine  $395.00; 
VF,  porous  $350.00;  VF  $595.00;  EF-AU.  Small  mint-caused  edge 
clip.  Nicely  centered  and  well  struck.  A  great  coin!  .  .  .  .895.00 

1760  Halfpenny.  Very  Fine  . 95.00 

1760  Halfpenny.  Scarce  variety  with  raised  “P”  before  face.  Very  Fine 
$145.00;  Extremely  Fine.  Some  light  obverse  scratches  .  .109.00 


French  Colonies  Coinage 

1  721 -H  Sou.  VF.  Light  planchet  clip  as  struck  . 75.00 

1722/1  Sou.  Overdate.  VG  $49.00;  VF  . 99.00 

1767  Sou.  Without  counterstamp.  VG  $45.00;  Fine  $65.00;  F-VF 

$85.00;  VF,  rim  nic  ks  . 55.00 

1767  Sou.  With  RP  counterstamp.  VF  $49.00  (three  for  $135.00); 
VF-EF  . 99.00 


1766  Pitt  Tokens 

1766  Pitt  halfpenny  token.  Scarce.  Fine  $235.00;  F-VF  $295.00;  VF. 
Weak  in  areas  . 325.00 


Virginia  Coinage 


1773  Halfpenny.  Period  after  GEORGIVS.  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated 
with  tinges  of  red  $349.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $450.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated . 575.00 


Sharp  1776  “CURENCY”  Continental  Dollar 


1776  Continental  dollar  in  pewter.  Newman  1-C.  Variety  with 
CURRENCY  misspelled  as  CURENCY.  Struck  in  pewter.  A  beautiful 
Extremely  Fine  example  of  this  important  coin;  the  only  United 
States  coin  issue  with  the  1776  date.  Buy  it  for  only  .  .  .  4500.00 


Beautiful  EF-AU  1776  Continental  Dollar 
— E.G.  FECIT  variety- 


1776  Continental  dollar  in  pewter.  Variety  with  E.G.  FECIT  (meaning 
“E.G.  made  it”;  E.G.  being  the  initials  of  the  engraver).  Newman 
3-D.  Sharp,  desirable,  and  beautiful  EF-AU  grade.  A  superlative 
example  of  this  important  early  issue  .  5500.00 


A  TREASURE  FOR  THE  FUTURE 


Coin  collecting  combines  the  appeal  of  a  fascinating  hobby  with 
the  proven  record  of  being  a  good  investment.  Let  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  help  you  build  a  treasure  for  your  future  —  a 
beautiful  collection  of  rare  coins. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1776  Continental  Dollar 
— CURENCY  variety- 


1776  Continental  dollar  in  pewter.  Newman  1-C.  With  the  CURENCY 
misspelling.  This  coin,  a  superb  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  example, 
traces  its  pedigree  to  the  Charles  Jay  Collection  sold  in  October 
1967.  One  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  one  of  America’s  most 
famous  numismatic  issues.  A  coin  worthy  of  a  museum.  This  piece  is 
now  available  for  .  14,995.00 


Rhode  Island  Ship  Tokens 

1778-9  Rhode  Island  ship  token.  Rare.  Brass.  Wreath  below  ship.  Fine, 
dark  $495.00;  Very  Fine.  Some  rim  nicks  . 495.00 


Top  Grade  Rhode  Island  Ship  Tokens 


1778-9  Rhode  Island  ship  token.  Brass.  No  wreath  below  ship.  Fine 
$595.00;  VF-EF.  A  few  faint  old  scratches  on  the  obverse  $650.00; 
Choice  lightly-toned  Uncirculated.  A  superb  coin  recently  purchased 
by  us.  A  real  find,  for  few  extant  Rhode  Island  tokens,  even  those  in 
the  finest  collections,  equal  this  in  quality.  First  order  gets  this 
desirable  coin  for  only  .  1950.00 


Exceedingly  Rare  Pewter  Rhode  Island  Token 


1778-9  Rhode  Island  token  in  pewter.  Wreath  below  ship.  Exceedingly 
rare  in  this  metal.  In  fact,  Scott’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins  (cf. 
page  44  of  the  1976  edition)  notes  that  just  two  specimens  are 
known,  one  of  which  is  impounded  in  a  museum!  The  presently- 
offered  specimen  is  in  EF-AU  grade.  A  rare,  rare  opportunity  for  the 
colonial  specialist !  .  3900.00 


North  American  Tokens 

1781  North  American  token.  VG  $12.00;  VF-EF  . 89.00 


Chalmers  Coinage 


1783  Chalmers  threepence.  Very  rare  denomination;  far  rarer  than  the 


shilling.  Fine,  some  old  scratches  $1495.00;  VF .  2500.00 

1783  Chalmers  shilling.  Abt.  Good  . 395.00 


Nova  Constellatio  Coppers 

1783  Pointed  rays.  Small  US.  VG  $35.00;  Fine  $45.00;  VF  $95.00; 
VF-EF  . 139.00 


1783  Blunt  rays.  CONSTELATIO  error  spelling.  Very  Fine  $119.00; 
EF-AU.  Quite  elusive  in  this  high  grade  . 375.00 


1785  Pointed  rays.  VG  $20.00;  Fine  $55.00;  VF  $79.00;  Red  and 
brown  Uncirculated.  Some  weakness  in  areas  as  struck.  This  coin, 
recently  purchased  by  us,  is  the  most  incredible  1785  we’ve  ever 
handled.  It  is  a  true,  legitimate  mint-state  coin  with  original  lustre. 
Exceedingly  rare!  .  1495.00 


Bar  Cents 


(1785)  Undated  Bar  Cent.  Original.  VF.  Some  corrosion  $495.00;  EF. 
A  sharp  example  of  this  popular  variety  . 995.00 


“HIGH  PROFITS  FROM  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENT” 

“High  Profits  from  Rare  Coin  Investment”  is  the  title  of  the 
chatty  and  interesting  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers— a  book  which  has 
been  enthusiastically  acclaimed  by  the  numismatic  press  and  which 
has  sold  many  thousands  of  copies.  United  States  coins  and  coins  of 
the  world  are  discussed  in  detail,  as  are  tips  on  buying  and  selling, 
grading  of  coins,  and  other  investment  aspects.  Just  $3.95  postpaid. 
And,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 
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Copper  Coins  of  Vermont 

He  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Vermont  coppers.  These  are  among  the 
most  interesting  of  early  state  coppers  due  in  part  to  the  wide  variety 
of  design  types.  We  list  Richardson- Ryder  die  variety  numbers  for  the 
specialist.  .4  summary  of  major  types  (but  not  die  varieties)  can  be 
found  on  pages  22  and  23  of  the  “ Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins.”  Or,  for 
S I  we  can  supply  the  Richardson  monograph,  “ Copper  Coins  of 
Vermont  ”  (which  does  list  die  varieties). 


1785  Vermont/IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  copper.  Ryder  1.  Obverse  with 
Vermont  style  bust-right  design.  Reverse  with  Columbia  seated  and 
IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  legend.  A  product  of  Machin’s  Mill.  Very 
Good.  Exceedingly  rare .  2750.00 

1785  Vermont.  Ryder  2.  Sun-over-mountains  design.  VERMONTS 
spelling.  Abt.  Good  $39.00;  G-VG  . 89.00 


1785  Vermont.  Ryder  3.  Sun-over-mountains  design.  VERMONTS 
spelling.  G-VG.  Interestingly  double  struck!  $195.00;  Very  Fine, 
weak  in  areas  as  made  (satisfaction  guaranteed,  as  always)  .350.00 

1786  Vermont.  Ryder  6.  Sun-over-mountains  design.  VERMONT- 
ENSIUM  obverse  spelling.  Abt.  Good  $25.00;  VG,  porous.  A  bargain 
(in  our  opinion)  at  $75.00;  G-VG  $105.00;  VG  $115.00;  Fine  249.00 


1786  Vermont.  Ryder  7.  Sun-over-mountains  motif.  VERMONT- 
ENSIUM  spelling.  Good  $55.00;  VG  $1 15.00;  Very  Fine  .  .395.00 
1786  Vermont.  Ryder  8.  Sun-over-mountains  design.  VERMONT- 
ENSIUM  spelling.  Good  $55.00;  VG/Good  $79.00;  Abt.  Fine 

$139.00;  F-VF  $339.00;  Very  Fine . 395.00 

1786  Vermont.  Ryder  9.  The  curious  and  very  popular  Baby  Head 

design.  AbL  Good  $79.00;  Fine,  slightly  bent  . 225.00 

1786  Vermont.  Ryder  10.  Bust  left.  Very  Fine.  Some  planchet 
roughness  as  is  always  the  case  with  R-10  (and  also  R-ll).  These 
varieties  were  struck  on  poorly-prepared  planchets.  The  present  coin 
is  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  . 395.00 

Note:  The  1786  (R-10,  R-ll)  and  1787  (R-15)  bust  left  coins  have 
the  portrait  of  George  II  as  copied  from  contemporary  British 
halfpennies— with  the  modification  of  Vermont  legends.  I  787  and  1  788 
bust  right  coins  feature  the  portrait  of  George  III  surrounded  by 
Vermont  legends.  In  1785  and  1786  the  Vermont  coiners  commenced 
business  with  distinctive  designs  (sun-over- mountains  motif)  which 
reflected  the  natural  characteristics  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  The 
public,  familiar  with  the  zillions  of  British  halfpennies  in  circulation, 


did  not  readily  accept  the  strange  new  Vermont  designs.  To  facilitate 
circulation  the  Vermont  coiners,  clever  businessmen  that  they  were, 
changed  the  Vermont  designs  to  incorporate  the  portraits  of  George  II 
and  III  of  Britain  and  the  seated  Britannia-style  figure,  thus  making 
them  more  familiar  to  the  public.  Interesting! 

1786  Vermont.  Ryder  11.  Bust  left.  Abt.  Good  $29.00;  Very  Good 
$105.00;  Fine . 225.00 


1787  Vermont.  Ryder  13.  Muling  of  the  obverse  of  a  Vermont  style 

with  the  reverse  of  an  imitation  British  halfpenny  bearing  the  legend 
BRITANNIA.  A  product  of  Machin’s  Mill.  Grading  by  obverse  only, 
as  the  reverse  is  always  very  weak  (the  die  was  worn  to  the  point  of 
obliteration  when  it  was  used!).  Abt.  Fine  $89.00;  Fine  $115.00; 
F-VF  $149.00;  VF  $175.00;  VF-EF,  some  planchet  irregularity 
$175.00;  VF-EF  $225.00;  EF  . 350.00 

1788  Vermont.  Ryder  16.  Bust  right.  Fine  $85.00;  VF  .  .  .  .125.00 
1788  Vermont.  Ryder  25.  Bust  right.  Good  $29.00;  VG  $59.00;  Abt. 

Fine  $79.00;  Fine  . 125.00 

1788  Vermont.  Ryder  27.  Very  Good . 59.00 


1788  Vermont.  Ryder  31.  A  rarity!  With  GEORGE  III  inscription  on 
obverse  and  Vermont  reverse.  VF  obverse.  Reverse  characteristically 
weak  as  struck.  A  prize  coin  for  the  Vermontophile  .  .  .  .495.00 


Copper  Coins  of  Connecticut 

We  offer  a  modest  selection  of  die  varieties  attributed  to  Miller 
numbers. 

1785  Mailed  bust  right.  Miller  6.4-K.l  (Rarity  5).  Good  $49.00;  Very 

Good  . 75.00 

1786  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  4.2-R  (R-5).  Abt.  Fine.  Minor  planchet 

defects  on  obverse  . 89.00 

1786  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  5.2-L  ( R-6).  Very  elusive  (Rarity  6  is 
Miller’s  highest  degree  of  rarity).  Very  Good  . 75.00 


1787  Small  head  facing  right.  Miller  1.1-A.  ETLIB  INDE  reverse.  AU. 
Small  edge  clip  as  struck.  One  of  the  most  distinctive-appearing  of  all 


Connecticut  motifs.  A  real  find  for  the  specialist!  . 495.00 

1787  Horned  Bust.  Miller  4-L  (Common).  Fair  $4.00;  Fine  .  .  35.00 

1787  Laughing  Head  variety.  Miller  6.2-M  (R-3).  VG . 22.00 

1787  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  8-N  (R-3).  Fair  . 5.00 


WANT  LIST  SERVICE 

Do  you  have  a  want  list  for  scarcities  and  rarities  you’re  seeking? 
Send  it  to  us!  Our  inventory  is  constantly  changing,  and  in  this  way 
you’ll  have  an  early  opportunity  to  buy  many  items  right  after  they 
are  added  to  our  stock. 
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1787  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  9-E.  Interesting  double  struck  mint  error 


with  second  strike  80%  off  center.  EF . 395.00 

1787  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  10-E.  (R-5).  Rotated  reverse  (be.  Very 

Good  . 75.00 

1787  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  11.2-K  (R-3).  Fair . 5.00 

1787  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  13-D  (R-3).  Fair . 5.00 

1787  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  14-H  (R-3).  Fascinating  variety  with 

arrows  at  date  and  legends.  Fair  . 9.00 

1787  Miller  15-F.  CONNECT  obverse  spelling.  Rarity  3.  Fair  $15.00; 

Good  $19.00;  VG  . 45.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  16.1-m  (R-3).  Fair  . 5.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  16.6-NN.2  (R-6).  Very  scarce  variety.  VG 

$119.00;  Fine . 135.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  18-g.l  (R-3).  Fair . 5.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  24-FF  (R-6).  Rare.  Good  ....  39.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  24-g.5  (R-4).  Fair . 5.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  26-a.l  (R-5).  Scarce.  VG  $55.00;  Abt. 

Fine  . 105.00 


1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  27-a.l  (R-5).  Fair  $9.00;  VG  $55.00;  Abt. 

Fine.  Planchet  defect  $55.00;  Abt.  Fine  . 75.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  28-o  (R-6).  Fair  $35.00;  Good  .  65.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  29.1-n  (R-6).  Rare.  Good  .  .  .  55.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  29.1-p  (R-4).  Very  Good  obverse,  Good 

reverse  . 18.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  29.2-N  (R-6).  Very  Fine.  Some  edge 

damage . 119.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  32.4-Z.3  (R-5).  Good  . 29.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  32.5-aa  (R-3-).  INDE  over  FUDE  on 

reverse.  Fair . 9.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  32.7-X.l  (R-5).  Very  Good  $49.00; 

About  Fine  . 65.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  32.8-aa  (R-5).  INDE  over  FUDE.  Good 

$35.00;  Good  obverse.  Very  Fine  reverse  . 105.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.2-Z.21  (R-5).  F-VF . 105.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.7-r.4  (R-6).  Fair  $35.00;  an  About 

Good  goes  for . 45.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.8-Z.13  (R-4).  Good . 15.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.13-Z.l  (R-5).  Good  $29.00;  VG  55.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.19-Z.l  (Common).  Fair  .  .  .  .4.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.21-Z.13  (R-6).  Rare.  Good  .  65.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.23-hh.2  (R-5).  ETLIR  reverse.  Good 

$29.00;  G-VG  $39.00;  Abt.  Fine  . 65.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.25-Z.24  (R-5).  Abt.  Good  .  .  19.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.29-Z.7  (R-4).  VF . 59.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.31-gg.2  (R-5).  ETLIR  reverse.  Abt. 

Fine  . 65.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.34-Z.ll  (R-5).  Very  Good  $45.00; 


VF-EF  . 159.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33-34-W.2  (R-5).  Very  Good  .  .  45.00 
1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.38-gg.l  (R-5).  ETLIR  reverse.  Very 

Good  . 45.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.38-Z.23  (R-5).  G-VG  ....  35.00 
1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  33.40-Z.l  (R-5).  Abt.  Fine  .  .  .  59.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  37-8-HH  (R-3).  Fair . 4.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  37.8-k.2  (R-2).  EF.  Planchet  defect  59.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  37.12-TT  (R-5).  Good . 29.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  38-1.2  (R-3).  AUCIORI  spelling  on 

obverse.  Fair  . 4.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  39.1-ff.2  (R-5).  AUCTOBI  obverse, 

ETLIR  reverse.  Good . 29.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  MiUer  39.1-h.l  (R-5).  G-VG  $35.00;  VG  59.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  39.2-ee  (R-4).  AUCTOBI  obverse.  ETLIR 

reverse.  Fair . 5.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  40-kk.l  (R-5).  AUCTOPI/ETIIB.  Very 

Good  . 65.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  40-N.  AUCTOPI.  Good  $25.00;  VG  45.00 
1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  44-Z.10  (R-5).  Very  Good  .  .  .  49.00 
1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  46-BB(R-4).  Good  $15.00;  VG  .  22.00 
1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  48-g.5  (R-5).  VG  . 59.00 

1787  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  53-FF  (R-5).  Good  . 15.00 

1788  MaUed  bust  right.  Miller  2-D.  VG  . 19.00 


1788  Mailed  bust  right.  Miller  4.1-B.l.  Good/Fine . 99.00 

1788  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  7-F.(R-4).  Fair  . 7.00 

1  (88  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  7-F.2  (R-6).  line  obverse.  Very  Fine 

reverse.  Quite  rare! . 175.00 

1788  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  1  0-C  (R-5).  VG  $59.00;  VF.  Two  light 

scratches  . 85.00 

1788  Mailed  bust  left.  Miller  12.2-E  (R-2).  G/VG.  Weak  as  struck  19.00 
1788  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  14.2- A.2  (R-4).  Fair  $7.00;  Good  1 4.00 

1788  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  15.1-L.l  (R-4).  Good  . 14.00 

1788  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  16.1-H  (R-2).  Very  Good  ...  1  7.00 

1788  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  16.4-L.2  (R-2).  Good  . 10.00 

1788  Draped  bust  left.  Miller  16.6-H  (R-5).  Good  $29.00;  VG  .  49.00 


New  Jersey  Coppers 

1786  Narrow  shield.  Good  obverse,  VF  reverse.  Porous  $25.00;  VF 

$99.00;  VF-EF,  some  light  porosity . 119.00 

1787  Large  planchet.  Very  Good  $29.00;  Fine  $49.00;  F-VF  $79.00; 

VF+  . 109.00 

1787  Serpent  Head  variety.  VG  . 29.00 

1787  Outline  to  shield.  Very  Good  $25.00;  About  Fine  $29.00;  Fine 

$37.00;  VF  . 99.00 

1787  Small  planchet.  Plain  shield.  VG  $25.00;  Fine  $37.00;  VF  95.00 


Massachusetts  Copper  Coins 


1787  Half  cent.  VF-EF  $139.00;  EF-AU.  Some  planchet  porosity  at 


obverse  center.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  $225.00;  AU  .  .  .349.00 

1788  Half  cent.  Very  Fine . 95.00 

1787  Cent.  Horned  Eagle  variety.  Very  Good  $35.00;  VF  .  .  95.00 

1787  Cent.  EF.  Planchet  crack,  as  struck . 115.00 

1788  Cent.  Period  after  MASSACHUSETTS.  VG  $35.00;  Fine.  Scratch¬ 

es  $35.00;  Fine  $49.00;  VF  $95.00;  VF-EF,  small  planchet  defect 
$105.00;  VF-EF . 125.00 

1788  Cent.  No  period.  VG . 35.00 


Auctori  Plebis  Token 


1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  Nice  Extremely  Fine.  Exceptional  condition 
for  this  piece-which  is  usually  seen  in  lower  grades  .  .  .  .449.00 


Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  Coinage 


Your  best  source  for  Quality:  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Gallerie* 
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1787  Excelsior  (N.Y.)  Cents 


1787  Excelsior  cent  Very  rare.  We  offer  two  specimens:  Very  Fine. 
Plugged  and  lightly  retooled  $1950.00;  VF,  some  retooling  2750.00 


Fugio  Cents 

1787  Club  rays.  Rounded  ends.  Scarce.  G-VG  $79.00;  F-VF  $225.00; 
Attractive  Very  Fine  . 350.00 


Kentucky  Tokens 

(1792)  Kentucky  token.  Plain  edge.  Choice  brown  Uncirculated  395.00 


(1792)  Kentucky  token  with  engrailed  edge.  Very  scarce  variety.  Gem 
brown  Uncirculated  with  traces  of  red.  A  most  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist!  .  1395.00 

(1792)  Kentucky  token.  Lettered  edge.  FF  $125.00;  Choice  brown 
Uncirculated  $395.00;  Choice  brown  Unc.  with  traces  of  red  425.00 


1787  UNITED  STATES  at  sides  of  circle.  Fine  $95.00;  AU  $350.00; 
Choice  brown  Uncirculated  with  traces  of  original  mint  red.  $650.00; 
Red  and  brown  Unc.  Some  usual  weakness  of  striking  .  .  .695.00 
1787  STATES  UNITED  variety.  Good  $29.00;  Abt.  Fine  $79.00;  Fine 
$95.00;  F-VF  $125.00;  EF-AU  $295.00;  Brown  Uncirculated 


$495.00;  Choice  brown  Uncirculated  . 575.00 

1787  Rare  die  variety.  Newman  12-KK.  Fine  . 350.00 


1787  8-pointed  star  on  label.  Fine.  Some  minor  edge  roughness  149.00 
1787  Raised  rims  on  reverse.  Very  Fine.  Small  planchet  defect  175.00 


Mott  Tokens 

1789  Mott  token.  Thin  planchet.  Very  scarce.  Extremely  Fine,  dig  on 
obverse  $295.00;  Extremely  Fine.  Very  rare  so  nice!  .  .  .495.00 


1789  Mott  token.  Thick  planchet.  Lovely  AU  $595.00;  Brown 
Uncirculated.  One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  early  store 
card  . 995.00 


ATTENTION  DEALERS:  Let  us  help  you  with  your  needs  in  the 
field  of  colonial  and  other  early  American  coins.  Our  extraordinary 
inventory  is  broad  and  deep— there’s  nothing  like  it  anywhere  else  in  the 
world.  The  next  time  you  come  to  the  Los  Angeles  area  make  an 
appointment  to  look  through  the  areas  of  our  inventory  which  are  of 
the  greatest  interest  to  you.  For  years  we’ve  been  major  supplier £  to 
dealers  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  Europe.  At  our  prices 
there’s  plenty  of  room  for  you  to  make  an  attractive  profit! 

Or,  buy  from  us  by  telephone  or  mail.  The  next  time  a  client  asks  for 
a  scarce  or  rare  coin,  don’t  say  “/  don’t  have  one.”  Instead,  say  “/  think 
I  can  get  one  for  you  ”  —  and  then  call  us! 


“Dear  Mr.  Ruddy: 

Your  last  type  coin  offering  was  the  best  ever.  Keep  up  the  good 
work.”  —  an  unsolicited  comment  from  S.G.  of  Sunnyvale,  Calif. 


Franklin  Press  Tokens 

1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Very  Fine  $95.00;  EF  $129.00;  AU 
$175.00;  Borderline  Unc.  $195.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  .  .295.00 


Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  Cents 


1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Choice  brown  Uncirculated.  Beautiful! 
$395.00;  Choice  BU,  prooflike.  Exceptional! . 795.00 


Our  Second  Choice  Service 

Over  the  years  many  Bowers  and  Ruddy  clients  have 
discovered  the  advantages  to  be  gained  from  using  our 
second  choice  service.  When  that  “special  item”  has 
unfortunately  been  sold  before  their  order  arrives,  these 
wise  collectors  are  spared  the  disappointment  of  receiving 
their  uncashed  check  or  a  partial  refund  by  return 
mail— and  instead  open  a  package  containing  another 
beautiful  rare  coin.  We  want  you  to  receive  your  first 
choice  too,  but  if  it’s  already  sold  we  want  to  be  able  to 
send  you  something  else  needed  for  your  collection.  If 
you’re  investing,  you  will  find  countless  excellent  buys  in 
each  of  our  catalogues— and  there  has  never  been  a  better 
time  to  invest  in  rare  coins!  Every  “Rare  Coin  Review” 
contains  many,  many  rare  coins  which  are  absolutely 
bargains  by  the  time  our  next  catalogue  is  issued. 

If  you  are  not  presently  benefiting  by  making  second 
choices,  here’s  all  you  have  to  do:  after  selecting  the  items 
that  are  of  most  immediate  interest  to  you,  turn  the  order 
blank  over  and  list  as  many  alternate  choices  as  possible  (in 
order  of  preference).  The  more  the  better!  For  example,  if 
you  are  ordering  $250.00  worth  of  coins,  you  can  easily  list 
$1,000.00  or  $5,000.00  worth  or  second  choices.  If  you 
clearly  indicate  which  items  you  want  most,  you’ll  be  sure 
to  receive  one  of  those  “most  wanted”  coins  right  away. 
You’ll  also  give  us  the  satisfaction  of  serving  you  better. 
Try  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  second  choice  service  the  next 
time  you  order:  you’ll  be  glad  you  did! 
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Gem  Proof  1 796  Myddelton  Token 


1  7  9  « 


1796  Myddelton  token  in  silver.  Superb  Gem  Proof  grade  with 
stunningly  beautiful  steel-gray  toning.  A  perfectly  centered,  well- 
struck  coin  which  is  exquisite  in  all  respects;  in  short,  this  coin  is  in 
the  finest  possible  condition! 

This  artistic  and  beautiful  coin,  one  of  the  most  outstanding  works 
of  coinage  art  in  the  early  American  series,  is  said  to  have  been  the 
product  of  Conrad  Kuchler  (who  prepared  many  Soho  Mint  British 
pattern  coins  around  the  turn  of  the  19th  century)  and  was  struck  by 
Boulton  &  Watt  in  Birmingham. 

The  obverse  bears  the  legend  PAYABLE  BY  P.P.P.  MYDDELTON, 
a  reference  to  Philip  Parry  Price  Myddelton,  an  entrepreneur  who 
owned  considerable  real  estate  in  Kentucky  and  who  induced 
numerous  Englishmen  to  move  there.  The  reverse  depicts  an 
allegorical  scene  of  the  Goddess  of  Plenty,  with  cornucopia, 
extending  a  welcoming  hand  to  a  woman  and  her  two  children— 
emblematic  of  the  riches  and  warm  reception  awaiting  English 
immigrants  in  Kentucky.  The  legend  BRITISH  SETTLEMENT 
KENTUCKY  surrounds,  with  the  date  1796  below. 

Apparently  the  Myddelton  coinage,  anticipated  for  extensive 
circulation  in  the  British  Settlement  in  Kentucky,  never  reached 
circulation— for  all  known  specimens  today  are  Proofs  or  impaired 
Proofs. 

The  presently-offered  coin  is  the  rarest  of  the  rare,  the  finest  of 
the  fine— a  superb  specimen  of  the  issue  which  the  Guide  Book  of 
U.S.  Coins  pays  the  singular  honor  of  calling  “unsurpassed  in  beauty 
and  design  by  any  piece  issued  for  American  circulation.”  If  you 
want  the  very  best,  this  is  it! .  8500.00 


WASHINGTON  PIECES 

1783  GEORGIUS  TRIUMPHO  token.  Good  $45.00;  G-VG,  reverse  digs 
$45.00;  VG-Fine,  some  surface  porosity  $65.00;  Fine  $109.00;  Very 

Fine  . 225.00 

1783  Small  military  bust.  Plain  edge.  Very  Fine . 99.00 

1783  Draped  bust.  No  button.  VG  $25.00;  Fine  $32.00;  VF  .  79.00 
1783  Draped  bust  Restrike  in  copper.  Engrailed  edge.  Choice  lightly- 
toned  Proof.  A  beautiful  coin  for  just  . 295.00 


1791  Large  eagle  cent.  G-VG  $79.00;  VF  $189.00;  EF  $275.00:  Brown 
Uncirculated.  Lustrous  brown  color  on  a  superb  planchet.  Tinges  of 
mint  red  among  some  darker  spots.  Beautiful  surfaces!  $725.00; 
Choice  brown  Uncirculated  .  70  r  on 


Rare  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA  Cent 


1792  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA  cent.  Obverse  with  bust  of 
George  Washington  and  surrounding  inscription:  GEO.  WASHING¬ 
TON  BORN  VIRGINIA  FEB.  11,  1732.  Reverse  with  biography  in 
abbreviated  form.  Center  reverse  weakly  struck  as  always  (cf.  the 
Guide  Book  plate  coin,  for  example).  Average  Fine  grade.  An 
excellent  value  for  only .  1295.00 


Another  Rare  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA  Cent 


1792  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA  cent.  Similar  to  the  preceding, 
but  in  a  slightly  different  grade,  the  present  coin  is  VF  with 
some  old  scratches;  overall,  a  very  pleasing-appearing  coin.  Satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed,  as  always  .  1395.00 


1783  Draped  bust.  Restrike  in  silver.  Engrailed  edge.  This  pleasing  Gem 

toned  Proof . 695.00 

(1783)  Washington  double  head.  An  authentic  two-headed  coin.  Very 

Fine  $79.00;  VF-EF,  dig  on  reverse . 55.00 

1783  UNITY  STATES  cent.  Very  Fine  $89.00;  EF,  light  obverse 

scratch . 109.00 


1792  Washington  half  dollar  in  copper.  Plain  edge.  Here  is  one  of 
America’s  most  interesting  coins  and  certainly  one  oi  the  most 
historically  significant.  Scott’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  l.oins  (cf.  page 


Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc. 
American  Auction  Association 
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-Page  17— 


1 17  of  the  1976  edition)  gives  this  piece  extraordinary  status— not 
just  one  Washington  piece  in  a  listing  of  many,  but  as  an  early  United 
States  pattern.  To  wit: 

l .s  originally  drawn  up ,  the  Mint  Act  of  1792  provided  that  the 
head  of  the  President  appear  on  the  obverse  of  the  coinage.  The  bill 
had  been  prepared  by  Senator  Robert  Morris,  and  when  introduced 
into  Congress  was  accompanied  by  patterns  for  a  half  dollar.  The 
silver  impressions  were  distributed  in  the  Senate  and  the  copper  ones 
among  the  more  numerous  members  of  the  House.  The  former  ivas 
struck  in  December  1791  in  the  basement  of  John  Harper’s  saw 
factory,  the  latter  in  January  1  792  in  the  old  Coach  House  on  6th 
Street,  near  Chestnut.  23-year-old  Peter  Getz  of  Ixincaster  engraved 
the  devices,  while  the  date  and  lettering  were  punched  into  the  dies 
by  Robert  Birch.  The  House  of  Representatives  objected  to  the 
Washington  head  as  “monarchical,”  and  the  bill  was  finally  changed 
to  provide  for  a  Liberty  head .  .  .. 

The  present  coin  is  in  fully  AU  grade,  is  almost  perfectly  centered, 
and  has  an  attractive  medium  chocolate  coloration.  A  few  old  lines  in 
front  of  the  face  must  be  mentioned  but  do  not  detract  from  the 
overall  sharpness  of  this  incredibly  nice  coin.  A  “classic”  in  every 


sense .  8500.00 


Another  Rare  1792  Washington  Half  Dollar 


Washington  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  token.  Brass. 


Reeded  edge.  Small  size.  EF  $349.00;  AU  . 495.00 


Incredible  Gem  Uncirculated  Success  Token 


Washington  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  token.  Large  size. 
Reeded  edge.  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  This  incredible  coin  is  as 
nice  as  the  day  it  was  made,  so  perfect  are  its  characteristics.  All  of 
the  original  silvering  is  intact,  and  the  coin  is  frosty  in  all  areas.  We've 
never  seen  another  which  comes  even  remotely  close!  A  prize  for  the 
connoisseur!  .  4950.00 

V _ J 

1796  Washington  REPUB.  AMERI.  “penny”  in  copper.  VG  .  .  49.00 
1800  Washington  funeral  medal.  HE  IS  IN  GLORY,  THE  WORLD  IN 
TEARS.  By  Jacob  Perkins  of  Newburyport,  Mass.  Silver.  Fine.  Holed 

at  top  as  always— for  suspension  on  a  ribbon  . 195.00 

1800  Washington  funeral  medal  as  preceding.  Pewter.  VF,  holed  149.00 
1832  Centennial  medal.  Baker-160.  Early  copper  restrike.  Toned  Proof 
with  some  spots  $75.00;  Thick  plan.  Unc.  $125.00;  Tin.  Thin  plan. 
Uncirculated  . 125.00 


1792  Washington  half  dollar.  Copper.  Plain  edge.  As  foregoing,  but  with 

the  obverse  in  Good  grade  and  the  reverse  Very  Fine.  An  exceptional 
value  for  this  prime  rarity  ;  just .  1750.00 

1793  Ship  halfpenny.  Extremely  Fine  $295.00;  EF-AU  .  .  .350.00 
1795  Grate  token.  Diagonally  reeded  edge.  Large  buttons.  EF.  Scratch 

on  obverse  $99.00;  EF  $129.00;  AU  $179.00;  Brown  Uncirculated 
$295.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated.  A  prize  specimen!  .395.00 
1795  Liberty  and  Security  halfpenny.  Edge:  PAYABLE  AT  LONDON 
LIVERPOOL  OR  BRISTOL.  Fine,  some  light  surface  marks  $65.00; 

VF-EF  . 175.00 

1795  Muling  of  the  Liberty  and  Security  halfpenny  reverse  with  Irish 

Halfpenny  obverse.  VF  . 95.00 

(1795)  Liberty  and  Security  penny.  One  of  the  largest  and  most 
impressive-appearing  coins  in  the  Washington  series.  Edge  lettered: 
AN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  OPPRESS’D  OF  ALL  NATIONS. 

Extremely  Fine  . 349.00 

(1795)  Undated  North  Wales  halfpenny.  One  star  to  each  side  of  harp. 
Very  Good  $95.00;  VF-EF  . 295.00 


(1795)  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Exceedingly  rare  variety  with  lettered 
edge.  The  lettering,  intended  to  read  PAYABLE  AT  LANCASTER 
LONDON  OR  BRISTOL,  reads  PAYABLE  AT  LANCADON  OR 
BRISTOL  The  regular  lettered  edge  variety  is  of  extreme  rarity  and 
is,  in  fact,  unpriced  in  the  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins.  There  are  fewer 
than  10  specimens  known  to  exist.  The  present  coin,  an  error 
lettered  edge,  is  perhaps  unique.  We’re  not  charging  any  extra  for  the 
error  feature,  however.  The  coin  is  a  very  nice  F-VF  example  and  is 
quite  reasonable  at .  2950.0^ 


Half  Cents 

1793  Liberty  cap  type,  head  facing  left.  The  first  year  for  this 
denomination  and  only  year  of  this  type.  A  type  set  filler  in  Fair 
condition . 195.00 


1794  Liberty  cap,  head  facing  right.  With  a  larger  and  bolder  head  than 

on  the  1795-1797  pieces  (though  traditionally  classified  together  as 
one  type).  Pleasing  Very  Fine  $425.00;  EF/VF  $525.00;  EF-AU,  one 
of  the  nicest  we’ve  had  in  some  time  . 895.00 

1795  Lettered  edge.  With  pole  to  cap.  Fine  $209.00;  EF  .  .  .695.00 


1795  Plain  edge,  no  pole  to  cap.  Featuring  a  small  cameo-like  head  as 
designed  by  John  Smith  Gardner.  VF-EF  $545.00;  lovely  AU, 
well-centered  and  with  a  nice  light  brown  color.  Rare  so  splendidly 
preserved!  .  .  1295.00 
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Attractive  1848  Proof  Half  Cent 


179<  Rare  early  mint  error.  This  half  cent  had  a  large  cent  die  struck 
into  its  planchet  at  11  to  1  o’clock  on  the  obverse.  This  Very  Good 
specimen  is  an  even  dark  brown  color  with  attractive,  evenly  worn 


surfaces  . 625.00 

1797  Abt.  Good  . 39.00 

1800  Good  . 23.00 

1803  Good  . 23.00 


1804  Plain  4,  stemless.  Good  $23.00;  Fine,  edge  bumps  $19.00;  VF 
$49.00;  VF-EF  $65.00;  a  nice  Brown  Uncirculated  piece  for  the  half 

cent  specialist  or  the  type  set  collector  . 395.00 

1804  Crosslet  4,  stems.  Good  $15.00;  VF  $49.00;  EF  $85.00;  Brown 
Uncirculated  . 395.00 


1804  Crosslet  4,  stemless.  Brown  Uncirculated,  elusive  this  nice  395.00 

1804  Spike  chin  variety.  A  later  die  state  in  which  the  die’s  reverse  rim 

crumbled,  thus  imparting  a  long  cud-like  break  along  the  rim  of  the 
coin.  Brown  Uncirculated,  scarce  in  this  grade  . 475.00 

1805  Small  5,  stemless.  Fine . 35.00 

1806  Good  . 23.00 

1806  Small  6,  stemless.  Good  $23.00;  AU  . 195.00 

1807  Abt.  Good  $12.00;  Good . 23.00 

1808/7  F-VF,  scarce  this  nice  . 195.00 

1808  Abt.  Good,  rim  nick  $9.00;  VG  . 26.00 

1809/6  9  over  inverted  9  in  date.  EF  $59.00;  EF-AU  ....  85.00 

1809  VG  $17.50;  EF  . 59.00 

1810  Abt.  Good  $10.00;  Good  $17.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated, 

scarce!  . 450.00 

1825  Very  Fine  . 45.00 

1826  Extremely  Fine . 49.00 

1828  12  stars  —  an  unusual  variety  —  the  omission  of  the  13th  star  has 

never  been  explained!  EF-AU  . 69.00 

1828  13  stars.  VG  $17.50;  EF  $49.00;  AU  $85.00;  Choice  Brown 
Uncirculated  $175.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .225.00 

1829  Choice  red  and  brown  Uncirculated  . 249.00 

1832  EF  $49.00;  AU  . 85.00 

1833  VG  $17.50;  VF  $33.00;  Extremely  Fine  . 49.00 

1834  VG  $17.50;  VF  $33.00;  EF  $49.00;  AU,  some  obverse  pin 

scratches  $39.00;  AU  $85.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .165.00 

1835  VG  $17.50;  VF  $33.00;  VF-EF  $37.00;  EF  $49.00;  EF-AU 

$69.00;  AU . 85.00 

1837  Half  cent  token.  Although  this  is  actually  a  Hard  Times  token,  it 
is  usually  collected  with  the  half  cent  series!  VF  $40.00;  EF  69.00 


1848  Half  cent.  Restrike  with  small  berries  in  the  reverse  wreath.  A 
very  beautiful  Choice  Proof  specimen  with  attractive  toning.  This 
must  be  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  the  few  dozen  1848  half  cents 
known  to  exist!  Add  this  rarity  to  your  collection  for  just  1495.00 

1849  Large  date.  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated .  I7c;  no 


Rare  1849  Proof-Only  Issue 


1849  Small  date.  Extremely  rare  and  seldom  offered  for  sale.  The  small 
date  1849  half  cent  is  a  Proof-only  issue.  Choice  Proof  .  .  1495.00 
1851  EF  $49.00;  AU  $95.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated,  traces  of  mint 
red  $125.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  $165.00;  Choice  red  and  brown 
Uncirculated.  The  mint  red  enhances  the  stars  and  other  details  of 
the  design  in  an  especially  appealing  way!  . 249.00 


Superb  1852  Proof  Half  Cent 


1852  Choice  Brown  Proof.  Restrike  of  this  rare  Proof-only  date.  Sharp 

strike  with  partial  wire  rim  on  both  sides.  The  lovely  light  brown 
surfaces  are  tinged  with  lavender  and  mint  red  .  1495.00 

1853  VF  $35.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  $165.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 175.00 

1854  Extremely  Fine  $49.00;  Choice  Brown  Unc.,  glossy  field  175.00 

1855  Extremely  Fine  $49.00;  AU  $95.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated 

$175.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 395.00 

1856  Extremely  Fine  $49.00;  AU  $95.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated, 

traces  of  red  . 189.00 

1857  The  last  year  of  the  half  cent  series,  with  a  low  mintage  of  just 

35,180!  AU  $105.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  $179.00;  Choice  Brown 
Uncirculated  . 195.00 


Beautiful  1845  Choice  Proof  Half  Cent 


1845  Half  cent.  Restrike.  One  of  fewer  than  two  dozen  Proof  half  cents 
known  to  exist  of  this  issue!  Choice  Proof,  beautiful  light  toning. 
Don’t  miss  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  desirable  rarity  at  1495.00 


You’ll  Really  Enjoy 

Doing  Business  with  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 


Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc. 

-COMPLETE  NUMISMATIC  SERVICE- 

We  invite  you  to  subscribe  to  our  complete  numismatic  service. 
Complete  subscription  information  appears  on  page  two  of  this 
catalogue.  We  have  two  divisions: 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  brings  you  regular  issues  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  plus  other  offerings  via  the  “Special  Coin  Letter”  and 
advertisements  in  leading  numismatic  publications,  attendance  at 
coin  conventions,  our  want  list  service,  and  so  on.  Buying  by  mail 
from  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  is  an  enjoyable  and  easy  way  to 
build  a  collection  for  pleasure  or  investment. 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc.  regularly  conducts  combined 
mail  and  public  auction  sales  of  rare  United  States  and  world  coins 
—  featuring  outstanding  collections. 

Subscribe  today  -  and  you’ll  be  assured  of  receiving  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  catalogues  as  they  are  issued. 
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Large  Cents 

In  this  issue  we  are  pleased  to  present  quite  an  offering  of  early  large 
cents ,  including  a  greater  variety  of  1  793  Chain  and  Wreath  cents  than 
can  usually  be  found  among  a  number  of  dealers!  We  urge  you  not  to 
pass  up  the  chance  to  obtain  these  coins  which  are  indeed  the  essence 
of  the  first  U.  S.  Mint’s  earliest  products.  Large  cents  are  among  the 
most  solidly  based  of  all  collectible  coins,  with  an  entire  fraternity  of 
collectors  seeking  rare  varieties  (actually  they  are  seeking  all  varieties) 
as  well  as  the  ubiquitous  type  coin  seeker,  for  whom  there  are  at  least 
six  indispensable  kinds  of  large  cents,  counting  only  major  design 
changes.  These  are  the  backbone  of  numismatics  in  America,  and  many 
of  these  dates  and  types  could  be  much  more  highly  priced;  so  don’t 
put  off  acquiring  the  types  or  dates  you  need.  Our  stock  is  select-each 
coin  picked  so  that  we  could  offer  you  coins  with  attractive  surfaces 
and  color.  We  had  you  in  mind  while  buying! 


Extremely  Rare  1792  Birch  Cent 


1792  Birch  cent.  Issued  in  1792,  the  first  year  of  the  United  States 
Mint’s  operation,  the  Birch  Cent  is  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all 
American  coins.  Often  a  span  of  many  years  will  pass  between 
offerings  on  the  numismatic  market.  The  present  coin,  recently 
acquired  by  us  from  one  of  America’s  most  distinguished  collectors 
of  early  issues,  has  a  Fine  obverse  and  a  Good  reverse,  the  difference 
being  accounted  for  in  large  part  by  the  way  the  coin  was  struck.  The 
surfaces  are  a  pleasing  light  brown  coloration.  We  purchased  this 
piece  at  a  very  favorable  price  and  pass  the  savings  along  to  you. 
Commensurate  with  the  prices  of  other  United  States  coin  rarities  we 
could  easily  put  a  $25,000  to  $35,000  price  tag  on  this— and  chances 
are  it  would  sell.  At  our  price  we  consider  this  to  be  one  of  the  best 
values  in  this  catalogue.  Just .  14,500.00 


An  Excellent  1793  Chain  AMERI  Cent 


1793  Chain  cent  with  the  country’s  name  abbreviated  to  read  AMERI. 
This  is  not  only  the  first  cent  issued  by  the  federal  mint  at 
Philadelphia,  and  not  only  one  of  the  few  United  States  coins  whose 
designer  has  never  been  positively  identified,  but  also  it  appeared 
early  during  that  first  year  of  operation,  and  also  happens  to  be 
graced  by  a  design  unique  among  American  coins— the  linked  chain, 
symbolizing  the  uniting  of  the  former  colonies  into  a  sovereign  state. 
To  our  minds,  a  collector  of  U.  S.  coins  could  not  possibly  hope  to 
acquire  a  more  symbolically  significant  coin;  just  consider  this,  the 
uniting  of  colonies  into  states  which  act  as  a  whole.  As  for  the  coin, 
we  have  several  to  offer,  the  first  being  Extremely  Fine  in  grade  with 
some  digs  (heavy  abrasions  if  you  will)  on  the  surfaces— just  as  you’d 
expect  to  find  on  the  primitive  first  issue  of  a  new  country.  We  think 
that,  overall,  it’s  an  attractive  and  sharply  defined  specimen.  And  we 
think  it’s  quite  a  buy  at  our  low  asking  price  of .  4500.00 


1793  Chain  AMERI  cent.  Please  note  our  comments  on  this  issue  under 
the  preceding  listing,  to  which  we  add  the  following:  the  coin’s 
creator  remains  unknown  to  this  day,  but  some  have  theorized  that 
Jean  Pierre  Droz  was  responsible,  or  possibly  Henry  Voigt,  first  chief 
coiner  of  the  mint.  Whoever  it  was,  his  Chain  cent  will  long  be 
remembered!  The  present  specimen  is  Extremely  Fine  with  distinc¬ 
tive  surfaces.  Why  distinctive?  Well,  as  Dr.  Sheldon  fondly 'notes, 
experienced  cent  collectors  appreciate  that  no  two  cents  are  the 
same,  for  copper  takes  on  distinguishing  characteristics  with  age.  To 
find  out  exactly  what  we  mean  about  this  coin,  take  our  word  for  it 
that  its  desirability  will  prove  itself  once  you  view  it.  We  hope  you 
will  at  .  7500.00 


Splendid  1793  Chain  AMERI  Cent 


1793  Chain  AMERI  cent.  Almost  any  dealer  in  fine  rare  coins  would  be 
happy  to  have  but  a  single  cent  of  this  description  in  stock,  but 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  has  the  pleasure  of  offering  you  three 
different  examples  (each  appealing  and  of  considerable  worth  in  its 
own  right),  the  last  of  which  is  this.  We  love  to  quote  knowledgeable 
numismatists  and  of  course  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  is  perhaps  the 
most  knowledgeable  of  cent  collectors,  so  we  would  like  to  quote 
him:  “The  Chain  cents,”  he  mentions  on  pages  64-65  of  Penny 
Whimsy,  “now  among  the  most  beloved  of  American  numismatic 
treasures,  were  a  target  for  much  abuse  in  their  day.  Crosby  quotes 
the  following  from  a  letter  which  was  published  in  a  Philadelphia 
paper  on  March  18,  1793  [editor’s  note:  this  information  is  nearly  as 
priceless  as  the  coin,  as  here  we  have  ourselves  quoting  Sheldon, 
quoting  Crosby,  quoting  the  newspaper  of  1793— and  in  a  moment 
we’ll  be  quoting  Sheldon  quoting  Stewart  quoting  from  a  letter 
written  by  a  contemporary  of  the  1793  cents]:  ‘The  American  cents 
do  not  answer  our  expectations.  The  chain  on  the  reverse  is  but  a  bad 
omen  for  liberty,  and  liberty  herself  appears  to  be  in  fright.’ .  . .  And 
Stewart  (p.  106)  adds  another  gem,  this  one  an  excerpt  from  a  letter 
written  by  a  Mr.  Carlisle  Pollack  to  General  Williams:  ‘Nothing  can 
be  more  wretched.  ...  A  plow  and  a  sheaf  would  be  better  than  an 
idiot’s  head  with  flowing  hair  which  was  meant  to  denote  liberty,  but 
which  the  world  will  suppose  was  intended  to  designate  the  head  of 
an  Indian  squaw.’  Present  day  cent  collectors  would  scarcely  concur” 
Sheldon  says  by  way  of  summary.  In  fact,  present  day  collectors 
consider  this  one  of  the  finest  of  all  American  coins.  You  can  own 
one  of  the  finest  specimens— the  coin  we  offer  here  is  a  magnificent 
light  to  medium  brown  Extremely  Fine  with  fantastic  sharpness  of 
detail  and  surfaces  for  a  coin  of  its  age.  Its  price  is  not  at  all  high 
when  you  consider  that  you’ll  be  acquiring  one  of  the  foremost  coins 
known  to  collectors.  Available  for  .  10,950.00 


1793  Wreath  cent.  Lettered  edge.  Grading  just  Fair,  this  coin  is  for  the 
collector  wishing  to  obtain  a  bit  of  history  at  a  low  price  .  .175.00 
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Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  —  For  Quality  and  Value 


1793  Wreath  cent.  Vine  and  bars  ornamentation  on  the  edge.  Although 
varieties  exist,  this  cent  is  mostly  collected  today  as  a  type.  For  the 
type  collector,  we  offer  a  nice  variety  of  lower  grade  (therefore  more 
affordable)  pieces:  Very  Good  with  delightful  surfaces  for  the  grade 
$525.00;  Very  Good  to  Fine,  again  with  a  happy  combination  of 
nice  surfaces  and  good  color  $625.00;  Fine-VF,  a  pretty  coin  with 
considerable  small  detail  $995.00;  Extremely  Fine  and  kept  out  of  a 
very  high  price  range  by  having  a  small  edge  defect  on  the  reverse 
side  of  the  planchet.  Capture  this  prize  for .  2900.00 


Choice  Uncirculated  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  Wreath  cent.  Vine  and  bars  edge  ornamentation.  For  the  very 
fussy  collector,  here  is  a  simply  delightful  example  of  S-9.  Choice 
brown  Uncirculated  with  excellent  surfaces.  We  remember  reading  a 
copy  of  The  Numismatist,  several  decades  old,  in  which  a  seasoned 
collector  claimed  that  the  craze  for  mint  red  on  large  cents  would 
soon  fade,  giving  way  to  a  superior  desire  for  brown  cents  (of  varying 
shades)  with  well-preserved  surfaces.  Well,  decades  have  passed 
without  the  desire  for  mint  red  large  cents  fading  much,  but  we  have 
all  come  to  pay  much  more  attention  to  the  lack  of  nicks  and  so 
forth.  The  advanced  collector  wants  as  attractive  a  coin  as  he  can 
find  and  afford— and  surely  the  present  specimen  offers  a  fine 
opportunity  to  one  such  person.  This  coin  is  guaranteed  to  please 
you  in  every  respect  for .  13,950.00 


A  Magnificent  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  Wreath  cent.  Again  with  vine  and  bars  edge  design.  Also  an  S-9, 
this  coin  is  even  more  appealing  than  the  last!  Choice  brown 
Uncirculated  with  tinges  of  mint  red  and  just  superb  surfaces.  This 
specimen  is  nearly  as  lovely  as  the  Gem  Uncirculated  we  sold  earlier 
this  year  for  approximately  $40,000  to  another  dealer.  We  could 
describe  this  fabulous  coin  at  length,  but  let  us  merely  ask  you  to 
read  our  comments  on  the  preceding  1793  Chain  and  Wreath  cents, 
then  to  remember  that  the  Wreath  cent  was  created  by  Joseph  Wright 
just  before  he  died  of  yellow  fever  in  the  summer  of  ‘93.  Soon  to  be 
replaced  by  a  third  type,  the  1793  Wreath  cent  was  a  very  short-lived 
transition  piece  on  which  the  famous  American  wreath  appeared  for 
the  first  time.  Now,  having  considered  its  historic  worth,  think  of  the 
virtually  impossible  task  of  ever  locating  a  better  available  specimen 
than  the  one  we  offer!  A  classic  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word— available  (probably  not  for  long)  at  .  19,500.00 


Famed  1794  Starred  Reverse  Cent 


1794  Starred  Reverse  Liberty  Cap  cent.  S-48,  a  famous  diecutting 
variety  which  Dr.  Sheldon  states  is  referred  to  “with  religious  awe” 
by  specialized  cent  collectors,  so  wide  is  its  fame,  so  out  of  the 
ordinary  is  it.  What  separates  it  from  other  1794  Cap  cents  is  a  circle 
of  94  tiny  stars  (with  five  points)  among  the  denticles  of  the  reverse 
side.  In  effect,  it  has  two  borders!  But  this  was  not  an  official 
intention,  as  Sheldon  notes:  probably  these  curious  starred  coins  are 
“the  result  of  the  whim  of  an  idle  hour  at  the  Mint”  by  some 
anonymous,  off-duty  coiner.  What  this  unknown  person  did  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  coining  authorities  has  come  to  intrigue 
generations  of  copper  collectors.  These  specialists  estimate,  after 
years  of  study,  that  just  13  to  30  specimens  of  the  Starred  Reverse 
1794  cent  are  in  existence  today,  and  that  most  are  of  lower  grades. 
We  feel  fortunate  in  being  able  to  offer  two  specimens,  one  of  typical 
grade  for  the  issue,  the  second  better  than  most.  The  first  is 
Fine/Good  with  quite  presentable  surfaces  and  medium  brown 
color— a  nice  piece  for  the  grade  $2250.00;  the  second  specimen  is 
Fine  to  Very  Fine  with  the  usually  seen  porous  surfaces  and  some 
light  rim  nicks.  If  you  realize  the  opportunity  given  here,  we  believe 
you’ll  also  consider  the  price  to  be  reasonable  .  2950.00 


1794  Liberty  Cap.  A  pleasing  brown  Fine  to  Very  Fine  example  of  this, 

one  of  the  more  popular  and  aesthetically  satisfying  large  cents 
$149.00;  Superb  All,  a  magnificent  example-perfect  for  illustrating 
the  liberty  cap  cent  in  an  advanced  type  set  .  1295.00 

1795  Liberty  cap,  plain  edge  cent.  Designed  by  John  Smith  Gardner. 

EF-AU . 675.00 


1795  Plain  edge,  ONE  CENT  high  in  wreath.  Borderline  Uncirculated, 

with  sharp  details  .  1250.00 

1796  Liberty  cap  type.  Fine  . 159.00 

1798  Draped  bust  cent.  The  2nd  hair  variety  as  designed  by  Robert 

Scot.  Extremely  Fine . 225.00 

1799  About  Good.  All  4  digits  in  date  visible . 275.00 


I  felt  that  I  must  write  to  thank  you  for  the  nice  1912  Choice  BU 
Barber  half  which  you  sent  me. 

This  shows  me  that  there  are  still  a  few  big  dealers  in  the  country 
who  are  concerned  about  the  satisfaction  ot  even  the  smaller 
collector/dealer. 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  will  certainly  be  receiving  more 
orders  from  me  in  the  future  whenever  I  need  coins  for  my  own 
collection  or  for  inventory.  Thanks  again!  I  like  the  way  you  do 
business.”  -  an  unsolicited  testimonial  from  A.C.  of  Jackson,  Ohio 


“  Your  Friends  in  the  Rare  Coin  Business  ” 
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1 799  Perfect  Date  Cent 


1799  Perfect  date  cent.  S-189.  Considered  by  many  to  be  the  rarest 
date  in  the  1793-1857  large  cent  series.  We  are  offering  a 
well-centered  VF-EF  specimen  with  excellent  rims  and  edges.  Very 
slightly  porous,  as  is  usually  the  case  with  cents  of  this  date.  Dark 
gray  surfaces  with  lighter  highlights.  This  classic  rarity  is  available 


now  at  the  very  reasonable  price  of .  2250.00 

1801  With  the  meaningless  error  fraction  1/000.  Very  Fine,  finely 

porous . .  . . 129.00 

1802  VG-Fine  $27.00;  Fine  $39.00;  Sharp  AU  . 625.00 

1802  Double  fraction  bar.  No  stems.  EF . 225.00 

1803  Small  date,  small  fraction.  Fine,  corroded . 7.00 


1804  Original  Cent 


1813  Fair  $14.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated.  Early  die  state  showing 

2  under  3.  S-293 .  1750.00 

1814  Crosslet  4.  Last  year  of  the  Classic  Head  design.  VG  .  .  22.00 

1816  First  year  of  the  Coronet  type.  Good  $6.00;  Choice  red  and 
brown  Uncirculated,  glossy  surfaces.  A  very  lovely  coin  .  .309.00 

1817  13  stars.  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated  . 299.00 

1817  15  star  variety.  Extremely  Fine  . 110.00 


1818  Brown  Uncirculated  $209.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated 
$229.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $299.00;  Choice  red  and 
brown  Uncirculated  $309.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .695.00 


1819/8  Overdate.  Brown  Uncirculated  $249.00;  Red  and  brown 
Uncirculated  . 475.00 

1819  Good  $6.00;  Very  Good  $7.00;  Red  and  brown  Unc.  .  .299.00 
1820/19  Overdate.  Choice  red  and  brown  Uncirculated  .  .  .309.00 

1820  Good  . . 6.00 


1804  Original.  S-266.  Obverse  die  break.  The  rarest  19th  century  date 
in  the  large  cent  series  and  very  desirable  as  such.  VG-Fine  $450.00; 
Extremely  Fine,  perfect  dies.  This  beautiful  coin  is  from  the  Masters, 

Hall,  and  Virgil  Brand  collections .  1895.00 

1804  Restrike.  This  issue  was  produced  around  1860  by  combining  an 
altered  obverse  die  from  an  1803  cent  with  an  irrelevant  mismatched 
reverse  die  from  an  1820  cent.  A  very  popular  curiosity!  Red  and 
brown  Uncirculated  . 249.00 


Scarce  1806  Cent 


1806  Scarce  low  mintage  date  of  the  draped  bust  type  cent.  VF-EF 
$189.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated.  Sharply  struck  and  of  a 
beautiful  medium  brown  color.  Very  desirable  this  nice!  .  2295.00 

1807/6  Overdate.  Small  7.  One  of  the  most  sharply  defined  overdates  in 
the  large  cent  series.  VF,  fields  rough  . 695.00 

1807  Large  fraction.  Fine,  dark  . 19.00 

1809  The  scarcest  date  of  the  1808-1814  Classic  Head  style.  Very 

Good,  a  pleasing  specimen . 95.00 

1810  Good  .  . . 15.00 


1812  VG-Fine  $34.00;  Fine  $45.00;  AU,  nice  fields  $775.00;  Choice 
Brown  Uncirculated.  A  superb  piece  for  the  date  or  type  set 
collector! .  1750.00 


1820  Large  cent  with  Washington-Lafayette  counterstamp.  When 
Lafayette,  French  hero  of  the  American  Revolution,  revisited  the 
United  States  in  1824  a  number  of  U.S.  cents  and  half  dollars  were 
counterstamped  with  the  portrait  of  Lafayette  on  one  side  and 
Washington  on  the  other  —  in  commemoration  of  the  event.  These 
have  been  called  the  first  American  commemorative  coins.  This  rare, 
romantic  issue  is  in  Very  Fine  condition  and  is  holed  at  the  top 
(done  in  1824  so  the  piece  could  be  suspended  from  a  ribbon). 

Priced  at  just  .  . . 450.00 

1823/2  Scarce  variety.  VF-EF  $199.00;  Extremely  Fine,  seldom 
available  so  fine;  rare  as  such . 495.00 


Prooflike  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  Overdate.  A  beautiful  Brown  Uncirculated  example  with 
prooflike  surfaces.  An  opportunity  for  the  large  cent  specialist  to 
acquire  a  lovely  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  issue  for  just  2750.00 


GUARANTEED  AUTHENTICITY 
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1823  Restrike.  Brown  Uncirculated . 249.00 

1824/2  Overdate.  Very  Good  . 25.00 


1825  AU,  light  to  medium  brown  color.  A  scarce  date  which  is  seldom 


seen  in  such  a  desirable  condition . 149.00 

1826  Abt.  Good  $4.00;  Good  . 6.00 

1828  Small  date.  VF-EF  . 39.00 

1828  Large  date.  Good  . 6.00 

1829  Good  $6.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated,  elusive  in  this  high 

grade  as  the  advanced  collector  knows . 239.00 

1830  Large  letters.  Good  $5.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  .239.00 

1831  Good  $5.00;  Very  Good  $6.00;  EF,  numerous  pin  scratches 

$9.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  . 239.00 

1832  Good  $5.00;  Very  Good  $6.00;  AU  . 109.00 

1833  Good  $5.00;  VG  $6.00;  VF,  porous . 7.00 

1834  Small  8,  large  stars,  small  letters.  Very  Good . 6.00 

1834  Small  8,  large  stars,  medium  letters.  Brown  Uncirculated  209.00 

1835  Small  8,  small  stars.  Good  $5.00;  F-VF  . 26.00 

1835  Type  of  ’36.  Good  . 5.00 

1836  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated.  One  of  the  scarcer  large  cent  dates  in 

this  hi^i  grade . 225.00 

1837  Plain  hair  cord,  small  letters.  The  scarcest  of  the  three  varieties  of 

this  year.  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated . 225.00 

1837  Plain  hair  cord,  medium  letters.  Good  $5.00;  Very  Good  $6.00; 
Fine  $9.00;  VF  $19.00;  EF,  porous  $20.00;  EF,  once  cleaned  32.00 

1837  Beaded  hair  cord.  Very  Good  $6.00;  Fine . 9.00 

1838  Good  $5.00;  Very  Good  $6.00;  Fine  $7.00;  Very  Fine,  corrosion 

$6.00;  Very  Fine  $11.00;  Extremely  Fine,  dark . 14.00 

1839/6  Highly  prized  overdate.  G-VG  $119.00;  VG,  rim  flatness  at 
right  $125.00;  Very  Good . 135.00 

1839  Type  of  ’38.  Good  $6.00;  Very  Good  $7.00;  Fine  $18.00;  Very 

Fine  . 29.00 

1839  Booby  Head.  Good  $6.00;  Very  Good  . 9.00 

1839  Silly  Head.  Good  $6.00;  Very  Good  $9.00;  Fine  $18.00;  Abt. 
Uncirculated  . 99.00 


Rare  Choice  Proof  1849  Cent 


1849  Choice  Proof  large  cent.  Proof  large  cents  of  any  year  are 
uncommon,  1849  is  an  extremely  rare  year.  This  is  the  first  Proof 
large  cent  of  this  year  we  recall  ever  having,  either  for  sale  privately 
or  in  one  of  our  auctions.  This  beautiful  coin  is  a  lustrous  chocolate 
brown  color  with  hues  of  blue  and  red.  The  strike  is  excellent  with 
full  square  rims.  It  is  a  perfect  specimen  except  for  the  natural  lack 
of  mint  brilliance.  Perhaps  10  pieces  of  this  coin  exist  (rarity  7)!  A 
connoisseur’s  coin  desirable  in  every  way!  .  3250.00 


1850  Very  Good  $6.00;  Very  Fine  $11.00;  AU  $75.00;  Choice  Brown 
Uncirculated  $165.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .495.00 

1851  Good  $5.00;  Fine  $7.00;  AU  $75.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncir¬ 

culated,  corrosion  spot  on  nose  $139.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncir¬ 
culated  $189.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 325.00 

1852  Good  $5.00;  Fine  $7.00;  Extremely  Fine  $33.00;  AU,  shallow 

strike  $33.00;  AU  $75.00;  Choice  red  and  brown  Uncirculated 
$199.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 495.00 


1839  Type  of  ’40  with  braided  hair.  Good  $6.00;  Very  Good  $9.00; 
F-VF  $22.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  $309.00;  Choice  red  and 


brown  Uncirculated,  suberb  glossy  surfaces!  . 450.00 

1840  Small  date.  Good  $5.00;  VF,  pitted  . 5.00 

1840  Small  18  over  large  18,  the  “small  over  large  date.”  Scarce.  Very 
Good  . 15.00 

1840  Large  date.  VF  $11.00;  AU,  rough  area . 35.00 

1841  Good  $5.00;  Very  Good  . 6.00 

1842  Small  date.  Brown  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1842  Large  date.  VG  $6.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  .  .  .195.00 

1843  Obverse  and  reverse  of  ’42.  Very  Good  $6.00;  Fine  $10.00;  Very 

Fine,  scratch  $11.00;  Very  Fine  . 15.00 

1843  Obverse  of  ’42,  reverse  of  ’44.  Good  $12.00;  Fine  .  .  .  25.00 

1843  Obverse  and  reverse  of  ’44.  VG  $6.00;  Fine  . 9.00 

1844  Very  Good . 6.00 

1845  Good  $5.00;  Fine  $7.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated,  tinges  of 
red  $189.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce  this  nice!  525.00 

1846  Small  date.  VG  $6.00;  VF  . 11.00 

1846  Medium  date.  Very  Good . 6.00 


1847  Good  $5.00;  VG  $6.00;  Fine  $7.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated, 


traces  of  red  . 189.00 

1848  Good  $5.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1849  Good  $5.00;  Very  Good  $6.00;  Fine  . 7.00 


1853  Good  $5.00;  Very  Good  $6.00;  AU  $75.00;  Brown  Uncirculated 

$155.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  $165.00;  Red  and  brown 
Uncirculated,  once  lightly  cleaned  $139.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncir¬ 
culated  $189.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  small  corrosion  spots 
$189.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  $495.00;  SPECIAL  OFFER:  A  group  of  three  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  1853  large  cents  for  just  .  1350.00 

1854  Good  $5.00;  AU  $75.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  $165.00; 

Choice  red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $199.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 495.00 

1855  Slanting  5s.  Good  $5.00;  VF,  rough  edge  . 11.00 

1855  Upright  5s.  VG  $6.00;  VF,  edge  tooled  $6.00;  AU  $75.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 495.00 

1856  Slanting  5  in  date.  AU  $75.00;  Brown  Uncirculated,  traces  of  red 
$165.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated,  traces  of  red  $175.00;  Red 
and  brown  Uncirculated  $189.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .325.00 

1856  Upright  5  in  date.  VF  $11.00;  AU  $75.00;  Choice  red  and  brown 

Uncirculated  . 199-00 

1857  Small  date.  The  last  year  of  regular  large  cent  issue  of  this  style. 

Scarce  variety.  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 175.00 


“Dear  Sir,  ,  _  , ,  ...  .  , 

1  would  like  to  say  that  I  think  that  Bowers  and  Ruddy  is  the  best 

coin  firm  in  the  United  States.  Your  coins  are  graded  and  priced 
right  your  catalogs  are  excellent  and  you  are  serious  about  doing  all 
you  can  for  your  customers.  Most  dealers  do  not  even  bother  to 
answer  questions  their  customers  have.  But  when  I  asked  a  couple  of 
questions  not  only  did  I  get  a  reply  but  I  also  received 
complimentary  issues  of  Photograde  and  High  Profits  from  R are 
Coin  Investment.  I  could  not  believe  ,t.”  -  an  unsolicited 
testimonial  from  M.M.  of  Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  California 
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Choice  Proof  1857  Large  Cent 


1857  Large  cent.  Small  date.  Issued  as  part  of  the  Proof  sets  released 
this  year,  we  estimate  that  perhaps  only  30  to  40  sets  were  made!  As 
many  of  the  coins  originally  sold  in  these  sets  have  been  lost  or 
damaged,  this  low-mintage  date  is  especially  elusive.  Our  sharply 
struck  specimen  has  wire  rims  and  superb  surfaces.  Some  light  carbon 
flecks  on  the  obverse  are  all  that  keep  this  magnificent  coin  from  the 
Gem  category!  A  fabulous  Choice  fire-red  Proof,  very  desirable  at 
our  price  of  just  .  3250.00 


Exceedingly  Elusive  1868  Large  Cent 

1868  Large  cent.  Proof,  with  pleasing  light  toning.  The  Century  Sale 
(1965)  specimen,  a  coin  from  one  of  the  greatest  collections  of 
United  States  coins  ever  assembled.  Known  as  a  “fantasy  restrike,” 
the  coin  seems  actually  to  have  been  struck  in  1868,  the  term 
“restrike”  arising  from  the  fact  that  the  piece  bears  every  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  design  used  from  1844  to  1857  (the  last,  perhaps  most 
refined  style  of  the  Coronet  type),  but  with  the  distinctive  date.  So 
this  was  a  restruck  type,  or  one  minted  after  the  design  had  been 
made  obsolete.  Doubtless  made  to  create  a  rarity  for  collectors,  who 
were  growing  in  number  by  this  time  in  America. 

This  is  a  genuine  Philadelphia  Mint  product,  of  similar  status  as  the 
1884  and  1885  trade  dollars  and  the  1866  motto-less  silver  coins  (to 
cite  other  similar  rarities  which  are  highly  prized  today).  We  estimate 
that  perhaps  only  a  dozen  1868  large  cents  exist.  A  very  unpubli¬ 
cized  coin,  but  a  rarity  nevertheless.  A  magnificent  showcase  piece, 
we  think  it  is  inexpensive  at  .  9500.00 


1856  Flying  eagle  cent.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  condition. 
Probably  the  most  desirable  coin  of  the  small  cent  series!  .  2495. 00> 


1857  Good  $6.00;  Very  Good  $8.00;  Extremely  Fine  $55.00;  EF-AU 

$62.00;  AU  $135.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $189.00;  BU,  weakly 
struck  $239.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $395.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  $550.00;  SPECIAL  OFFER:  three  Choice  BU  pieces 
for  .  1495.00 

1858  Large  letters.  Extremely  Fine  $55.00;  BU,  weakly  struck 

$239.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 550.00 


Rare  Gem  Proof  1858  Cent 


1858  Flying  eagle  cent.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  An  extraordinary  coin, 
even  rarer  than  the  1856!  One  of  the  few  we’ve  ever  handled.  A 
superb  coin  in  all  respects .  3500. 00y 


1858  Small  letters.  Good  $6.00;  Extremely  Fine  $55.00;  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 395.00 


Flying  Eagle 
Cents 


1856  Flying  eagle  cent.  American  rarity  ever  since  its  issuance  over  a 
century  ago.  Choice  Uncirculated,  lightly  toned .  2295.00 


RARE  COINS  WANTED 

To  maintain  our  inventory  and  to  satisfy  our  clients’  needs  we  are 
constantly  buying  individual  rare  coins,  sets,  and  collections. 
Thinking  of  selling?  We  offer  you  two  ways:  (1)  By  auction  through 
our  American  Auction  Association  division,  or  (2)  By  direct  sale  to 
us.  Either  way,  contact  us  when  time  comes  to  sell  your  rare  coins. 
You ’ll  like  the  way  we  do  business. 


Indian  Cents 

1859  The  first  year  of  regular  issue  of  the  Indian  head  design,  and  the 
only  year  with  the  laurel  wreath  reverse.  Copper-nickel  composition. 
Good  $3.95;  Extremely  Fine  $55.00;  EF-AU  $79.00;  AU  $109.00; 
Borderline  Unc.  $145.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $475.00; 
Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  elusive  in  this  high  grade  .  .  .595.00 

1860  First  year  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  reverse.  Copper-nickel. 

Brilliant  Uncirculated  $79.00;  Choice  BU  $149.00;  Brilliant  Proof, 
very  scarce  . 495.00 

1861  The  scarcest  date  of  the  1859-1864  copper-nickel  Indian  cent 
series.  EF,  whizzed  $12.00;  EF  $32.00;  BU  $125.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  $195.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  slide  marks  on  cheek  225.00 

1862  Good  $3.00;  Borderline  Unc.  $45.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$69.00;  Choice  BU  $139.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .495.00 


1863  Good  $3.00;  EF  $19.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $45.00;  BU, 
weak  strike  $45,00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $69.00;  Choice  BU 
$139.00  (SPECIAL  OFFER:  Five  Choice  BU  pieces  for  just 
$625.00);  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 495.00 
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1864  Copper-nickel.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 


149.00 


1864  Bronze.  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $59.00;  BU,  small  obverse 
scratch  $45.00;  Choice  BU  $79.00;  Gem  BU  $85.00;  Lightly  toned 
Proof,  well-struck.  Lovely  mint  red  and  golden  toning  .  .  .550.00 

1864rL  Scarce.  EF-AU  $89.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .295.00 

1865  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $45.00;  Proof,  once  cleaned  $175.00; 

Choice  toned  Proof  . 395.00 

1866  Fine  $23.00;  AU  $69.00;  glossy  Brown  Uncirculated  .  .  89.00 

1866  Traces  of  repunched  1  and  8  in  date.  AU  . 69.00 

1867  VF  $37.00;  AU  $65.00;  red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $99.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1867  Dramatically  repunched  1  in  date.  Scarce  unlisted  variety.  Red 
and  brown  Uncirculated,  some  carbon  spots  on  obverse  .  .119.00 

1867/67  Large  date  over  small  date.  This  interesting  diecutting  error 
occurred  when  tiny  half  dime  punches  were  used  to  cut  the  6  and  7 
of  the  date.  Although  the  error  was  discovered  and  corrected, 
abundant  traces  of  the  original  tiny  numerals  are  still  visible.  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 275.00 

1868  Fine  $23.00;  AU  $65.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  $89.00;  Red  and 

brown  Uncirculated  $99.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $119.00;  Choice 
Proof,  with  attractive  toning.  An  unusual  variety  with  the  reverse 
rotated  180  degrees!  . 395.00 

1869/8  Overdate.  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated . 595.00 

1869  Scarce  date.  VF  $75.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $225.00; 

Toned  Proof  . 395.00 

1870  EF  $79.00;  Brilliant  Proof  . 299.00 

1871  Rare  date.  Fine  $47.00;  AU  $125.00;  Brilliant  Proof  .  .325.00 

1872  Rare  date.  Brilliant  Proof,  attractive  but  cleaned  $150.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 495.00 

1873  Closed  3.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 295.00 

1874  AU  $45.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $65.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Proof  . 225.00 

1875  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $65.00;  BU,  weak  at  feather  tips 

$55.00;  BU  $75.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 225.00 


1897  Choice  BU  $55.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1898  BU  $33.00;  Choice  BU  $55.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .145.00 

1899  Choice  BU  $55.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 


SECOI\'D  CHOICES  are  always  appreciated.  Many,  if  not  most  items 
in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  are  one-of-a-kind.  Properly 
described  coins  at  reasonable  prices  don’t  remain  unsold  for  long,  as 
you  know  if  you've  been  a  steady  buyer  from  our  catalogues.  When  you 
order  it  is  always  a  good  idea  to  list  second  choices  on  the  reverse  of 
your  order  blank.  The  more  alternate  choices  you  list,  the  greater  are 
our  chances  of  completely  filling  your  order.  If  you  are  ordering  for  a 
type  set  and  the  date  is  not  of  importance,  just  put  “same  type"  as 
your  second  choice  and  we’ll  substitute  a  coin  of  the  same  design  and 
of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  the  first  item  requested  has  been 
sold.  So,  you  see,  listing  second  choices  helps  us  and  helps  you  too! 


1900  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 49.00 

1901  Choice  BU  $49.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  a  few  spots  $55.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1902  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 49.00 

1903  VF,  10%  off-center  $12.00;  Choice  BU  $49.00;  Brilliant  Proof 

$95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 145.00 

1904  BU,  cleaned  $15.00;  BU  $33.00;  Choice  BU . 49^00 

1905  BU,  cleaned  and  with  scratch  on  cheek  $10.00;  Choice  BU 

$49.00;  Choice  Proof,  iridescent  toning  $145.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Proof  . 145.00 

1906  Choice  BU  $49.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1907  BU  $33.00;  Choice  BU  $49.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $95.00;  Choice 
golden-color  Proof  $145.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .145.00 

1908  BU  $33.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 49.00 

1908-S  Scarce  issue.  The  first  branch  mint  cent.  VG-Fine  $21.00;  Fine 

$23.00;  VF,  small  edge  bump  $23.00;  Very  Fine  $41.00;  AU  $65.00; 
Choice  BU  . 145.00 

1909  Indian.  BU,  spots  $19.00;  Choice  BU . 49.00 


1909-S  Indian.  A  rare  issue  with  a  mintage  of  only  309,000.  Fine 
$105.00;  Very  Fine  $115.00;  VF-EF  $125.00:  Red  and  brown 
Uncirculated  $265.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .349.00 


1877  A  rare  date!  Good  $139.00;  VG-Fine  $205.00;  Choice  toned 


Proof  $1095.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  1095.00 

1878  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 195.00 

1879  Choice  BU  $69.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 


1880  Ch.  BU  $55.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $99.00;  Ch.  Brilliant  Proof  145.00 

1881  Choice  Proof,  light  toning  $145.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  145.00 

1882  BU,  minor  edge  marks  $19.00;  BU  $39.00;  Choice  BU  $55.00; 

Brilliant  Proof,  once  cleaned  $59.00;  Choice  Proof,  attractively 
toned  . 145.00 

1883  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $55.00;  Proof,  beautifully  toned 

specimen  $95.00;  Choice  Proof,  lavender  and  brown  toning  $145.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 145.00 

1884  AU  $25.00;  Choice  Proof,  attractively  toned  $155.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 155.00 

1885  Scarce  date.  Choice  toned  Proof . 155.00 

1887  Brilliant  Proof $99. 00;  Choice  Proof,  attractive  light  gold  and 

brown  toning  . 145.00 

1888  Toned  Proof  . 99.00 

1889  BU  $33.00;  Toned  Proof,  small  nick  on  cheek  . 69.00 

1890  BU  $33.00;  Brilliant  Proof  . 99.00 

1891  BU  $33.00;  Choice  BU  $55.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  minor  spotting 

$55.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 145.00 

1892  BU  $32.00;  Choice  BU  $55.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .145.00 

1893  Choice  BU  $55.00;  attractively  toned  Proof  $99.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1894  BU  $40.00;  Proof,  some  discoloration  $59.00;  Choice  Proof, 

golden  toning  . 145.00 

1895  BU  $33.00;  Choice  BU  $55.00;  toned  Proof,  some  spots  $55.00; 

attractively  toned  Proof  $99.00;  Brilliant  Proof . 99.00 

1896  BU  $33.00;  Choice  BU  $55.00;  attractively  toned  Proof  $99.00; 

Choice  Proof,  gold  and  green  toning  . 145.00 


Lincoln  Cents 


1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent.  BU,  some  spots  $9.00;  BU  $11.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 15.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  One  of  the  most  popular  and  famous  of  all  20th  century 
American  coins.  Fine  $169.00;  Extremely  Fine  $195.00;  AU 
$209.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $259.00;  Choice  red  and 
brown  Uncirculated  $275.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $299.00;  Choice 


Brilliant  Uncirculated . 349.00 

1909  Lincoln.  Choice  BU  $14.00;  Choice  Matte  Proof  ....  99.00 
1909-S  Scarce.  Very  Good  $29.00;  BU  $89.00;  Choice  BU  .  .105.00 

1910  Matte  Proof,  spot  $69.00;  Choice  Matte  Proof . 99.00 

191 1  Matte  Proof,  fingerprint  . 59.00 

1911-D  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 85.00 

1913  Matte  Proof,  spots  $69.00;  Choice  Matte  Proot  ....  99.00 

1914  Choice  Matte  Proof.  Rare!  . 195.00 


1914rD  Rare  issue.  One  of  the  most  desired  of  all  Lincoln  cents!  Very 
Good  $52.00;  Very  Fine  $99.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated 
$550.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $750.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 850.00 
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1915  BU,  few  spots  $37.00;  BU  $52.00;  Choice  BU  . 75.00 

1917  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 15.00 

191 8- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 45.00 

1919  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 15.00 

1920  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 15.00 

1920- S  Broadstruck  (without  a  collar).  Very  Good  . 11.00 

1921  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 35.00 

1921- S  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated,  sharp  strike  $115.00;  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 159.00 

1922  “Plain.”  VG  $72.00;  Very  Fine  . 175.00 

1922- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 69.00 

1923- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 295.00 

1924- D  Choice  red  and  brown  Uncirculated  . 225.00 

1925  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 12.00 

1926-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 189.00 

1930- S  BU  $5.00;  SPECIAL  OFFER:  5  pieces  of  1930-S  BU,  with 

spots  for  . 13.00 

1931  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 15.00 

1931- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 49.00 

1931- S  Scarce.  AU  $32.00:  BU,  nicks  $29.00;  BU  $44.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 49.00 

1932  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 15.00 

1932- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 15.00 

1933  BU,  spots  $9.00;  BU  $14.00;  Choice  BU  . 17.00 

1933- D  BU  $12.00;  Choice  BU  $19.00;  Gem  BU  . 25.00 

1934  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated,  10  pieces  for  $9.00;  Brilliant 

Uncirculated,  spots.  10  pieces  for . 9.00 

1938  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 18.00 

1939  Brilliant  Proof  . 10.00 

1941  Proof,  streak  on  reverse  $7.00;  Brilliant  Proof  . 9.00 

1942  Brilliant  Proof,  hairlines  $7.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  cloudy  $7.00; 

Proof,  corrosion  spot  $7.00;  Brilliant  Proof  . 9.00 


1955/55  Double  Die  cent.  One  of  the  most  famous  of  all  20th  century 
coins;  a  rarity  in  our  own  time.  EF-AU  $295.00;  AU  $319.00; 
Borderline  Uncirculated  $375.00;  Red  and  brown  Uncirculated 
$425.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  extremely  rare  in  this  fantastic 


condition!  . 675.00 

1972  Double  die  cent.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 95.00 


1866  AU  $55.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  $109.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncir¬ 
culated  $129.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1867  Very  Fine  $11.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  $109.00;  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  $195.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .325.00 

1868  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  $129.00;  Choice  red  and  brown 

Uncirculated  . 159.00 

1869  Choice  red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $159.00;  Brilliant  Proof, 

cleaned  $325.00;  Choice  toned  Proof,  one  of  approximately  600 
Proofs  struck!  $459.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 459.00 

1870  Brown  Uncirculated  $109.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated 
$129.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $195.00;  Choice  toned  Proof,  one  of 
1,000  struck  in  Proof.  $459.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .459.00 

1871  Brilliant  Proof  $319.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 459.00 

1872  Rare  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 495.00 


1873  Open  3.  Rare  Proof-only  issue.  Brilliant  Proof  $750.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 895.00 

1873  Closed  3.  This  rare  Proof-only  issue  is  one  of  the  most  important 
of  all  19th  century  U.S.  bronze  issues.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  895.00 


Note:  If  you’re  a  comparison  shopper  you’ll  notice  that  what  we  call 
“ Choice ”  is  equivalent  to  what  many  others  call  “Gem.”  While  we  will 
occasionally  use  the  word  “Gem”  ourselves,  at  the  moment  we’re  rather 
shy  about  this— for  we  would  rather  understate  or  be  conservative.  In 
any  event,  when  you  buy  from  this  issue  of  the  “Rare  Coin  Review” 
you  do  so  with  the  assurance  that  if  you  are  not  completely 
delighted— or  if  you  can  find  a  coin  of  comparable  true  grade  elsewhere 
at  a  cheaper  price— you  can  return  the  coin  within  our  15-day  return 
period  for  a  full  refund  without  question.  Do  we  anticipate  many 
returns?  Well,  there’ll  always  be  some  returns,  even  if  we  started  calling 
Uncirculated  coins  “Fine,  ”  but  our  returns  have  always  been  negligible 
in  the  past. 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

1864  Small  motto.  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated.  A  lovely  specimen  of 
this,  the  rarest  two-cent  piece  variety  actually  issued  for  circulation. 
First  check  owns  it  at  just . 325.00 


1864  Large  motto.  Good  $5.00;  AU  $55.00;  Brown  Uncirculated, 
cleaned  $79.00;  Brown  Uncirculated,  edge  nick  $79.00;  Brown 
Uncirculated,  date  recut  and  minor  rim  damage  $79.00;  Brown 
Uncirculated  $109.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  $129.00;  Choice 
Brown  Uncirculated,  tinges  of  red  $139.00;  Choice  red  and  brown 
Uncirculated  $159.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $195.00;  Choice  Bril¬ 


liant  Uncirculated  $325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .495.00 
1865/4  Extremely  Fine  . 159.00 


1865  Good  $6.00;  AU  $55.00;  Choice  Brown  Uncirculated  $129.00; 
Choice  Brown  Uncirculated,  traces  of  red  $139.00;  Red  and  brown 
Uncirculated  $145.00;  Choice  red  and  brown  Uncirculated  $159.00; 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  $195.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$325.00;  Choice  Proof,  attractively  toned  $459.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Proof  . 459.00 


Nickel  3c.  Pieces 


1865  Fine  $8.00;  Extremely  Fine  $16.00;  AU  $29.00;  AU,  sharply 

recut  date  $39.00;  BU  $75.00;  (SPECIAL  OFFER:  10  BU  pieces  for 
$595.00);  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 149.00 

1866  VG  $6.00;  VF  $10.00;  BU  $75.00;  Choice  BU . 149.00 

1867  VF  $10.00;  AU  $29.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $49.00;  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  $75.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .149.00 

1868  Fine  $8.00;  AU  $29.00;  BU,  cleaned  $35.00;  Choice  BU  $149.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 209.00 

1869  VG  $6.00;  VF  $10.00;  AU  $29.00;  Choice  BU  $149.00;  Gem 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  $195.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .209.00 

1870  Very  Good . 6.00 

1871  EF  $15.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1872  VG  $6.00;  VF  $10.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1873  VF  $10.00;  Choice  BU  $149.00;  Gem  BU  $195.00;  Brilliant 
Proof,  a  few  hairlines  $109.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .209.00 

1874  Very  Fine  . 10.00 

1875  VF  $12.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 95.00 

1876  Very  Fine  . 12.00 

1878  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 365.00 

1879  Scarce  date.  AU  $89.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $235.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $235.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .259.00 

1880  Scarce!  EF  $45.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 235.00 

1881  VG  $6.00;  EF  $15.00;  BU  $75.00;  Choice  BU  $149.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof  $209.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 235.00 

1882  Scarce  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 235.00 

1883  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $235.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .259.00 

1884  Scarce  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $265.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof  $265.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 295.00 

1885  Rare  date!  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 265.00 
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1 886  Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


295.00 


1887/6  Overdate.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 429.00 

1888  Scarce  date.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $125.00;  Brilliant  Proof 

$139.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 235.00 

1889  Choice  BU,  small  reverse  planchet  defect  $175.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 235.00 


Silver  3c.  Pieces 

1851  AU  $79.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 325.00 

1851-0  The  only  New  Orleans  Mint  three-cent  piece!  Gem  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 525.00 

1852  AU  $79.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 325.00 

1854  Type  II,  as  issued  from  1854-1858.  A  popular  and  rare  type. 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 725.00 

1855  Low-mintage  date.  VF-EF  $85.00;  Abt.  Uncirculated  .  .295.00 


1856  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 725.00 

1857  AU  $155.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 725.00 

1858  The  last  year  of  the  type  II  design.  EF  $69.00;  EF-AU  $99.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 725.00 

1859  Type  III.  The  type  of  1859-1873.  Toned  Proof  .  .  .  .295.00 

1860  AU  $79.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 325.00 

1861  AU  $79.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 325.00 

1862/1  Overdate.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $350.00;  Gem  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 395.00 

1862  AU  $79.00;  Choice  BU,  prooflike  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  minor 

hairlines  . 209.00 


1865  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Very  rare  in  this  high  grade!  750.00 
1871  Rare  date!  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $750.00;  Choice  Proof, 
with  beautiful  lavender  and  blue  toning  $495.00;  Choice  Brilliant 


Proof  . 495.00 

1872  Choice  Proof,  lovely  blue  toning . 525.00 


Nickel  5c.  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels  (1866-1883) 


1866  With  rays,  the  first  design  type  of  the  nickel  series,  and  the  first 
year  of  issue.  Good  $11.00;  AU  $139.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 


$349.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  an  elusive  coin  needed  for 
inclusion  in  type  sets  $695.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce  so 

nirf“ '  .... - 


1867  With  rays.  Scarce.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .725.00 

1867  Without  rays.  Good  $7.00;  VG  $8.00;  EF  $25.00;  AU  $45.00; 

Choice  BU  $209.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $275.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof . 225.00 

1868  Good  $8.00;  EF-AU  $32.00;  AU  $45.00;  Choice  BU,  a  few  spots 

on  the  reverse  $109.00;  Choice  BU  $209.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 275.00 

1869  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  $209.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .225.00 

1870  BU  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 225.00 

1871  Rare  date.  AU  $149.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $325.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 349.00 

1872  Choice  BU  $209.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 225.00 

1873  Good  $7.00;  BU  $95.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  light  handling  marks 

$125.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 225.00 

1874  Choice  BU  $209.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $225.00;  Gem 

Brilliant  Proof . 275.00 

1875  Scarce  issue.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $250.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 295.00 

1876  Choice  BU  $209.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $295.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 249.00 


1877  Rare  Proof-only  issue,  with  an  estimated  mintage  of  just  510 


pieces!  Brilliant  Proof  . 995.00 

1878  Rare  Proof-only  issue.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1879  Rare  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 349.00 

1880  Rare  date.  Two  beautiful  specimens  offered  Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

$349.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1881  Rare  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 349.00 

1882  AU  $45.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 95.00 

1883  Shield.  EF  $25.00;  AU  $45.00;  BU,  edge  defect  $52.00; 
Borderline  Uncirculated  $69.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .259.00 


Liberty  Nickels  (1883-1912) 


1883  Liberty  nickel.  No  CENTS.  First  type.  Borderline  Unc.  $19.00; 
BU,  rim  nick  $21.00;  BU,  some  corrosion  $21.00;  BU  $32.00; 
(SPECIAL  OFFER:  10  BU  pieces  for  $275.00);  Choice  BU  $59.00 


(10  Choice  BU  pieces  for  $495.00);  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .169.00 

1883  With  CENTS.  The  corrected  design  which  made  its  appearance 

later  in  1883.  Good  $4.00;  Very  Fine  . 11.00 

1884  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 59.00 

1886  Scarce  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 265.00 

1887  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 59.00 

1888  Brilliant  Proof,  light  hairlines  . <5.00 

1890  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 59.00 

1891  Brilliant  Proof,  small  nick  on  cheek  . 55.00 

1892  Brilliant  Proof,  minor  rim  damage  . 55.00 


1893  BU  $59.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  minor  spots  $75.00;  Brilliant  Proof, 

some  hairlines . 75.00 

1894  Cleaned  Proof  $55.00;  Proof,  cloudy  with  hairlines  .  .  .  75.00 

1896  Brilliant  Proof,  microscopic  hairlines . 75.00 

1897  Brilliant  Proof,  some  spotting . <5.00 

1898  Choice  BU  $115.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  scratch  on  cheek  .  .55.00 


OUR  RESEARCH  DEPARTMENT 

We  maintain  research  facilities  for  the  attribution,  authentication, 
and  study  of  rare  coins  in  all  fields.  If  we  can  help  you  with  your 
speciality  or  with  a  special  situation,  we  II  gladly  do  so. 
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1899  Choice  BU  $115.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $119.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Proof  $145.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof . 165.00 

1900  Choice  BU  $109.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  hairlines  $75.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1901  Borderline  Uncirculated  $35.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00;  Gem  BU 

$125.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  some  slide  marks  on  cheek  $75.00;  Brilliant 
Proof  $119.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1902  Borderline  Unc.  $35.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00;  Gem  BU  $125.00: 
Brilliant  Proof,  nick  on  neck  $55.00;  Ch.  Brilliant  Proof  .  .145.00 

1903  Borderline  Uncirculated  $35.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00;  Brilliant 

Proof,  hairlines  $75.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $145.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof.  The  rare  variety  with  the  reverse  inverted  (rotated 
180  degrees).  These  elusive  pieces  were  struck  with  misaligned  dies 
before  the  error  was  caught  and  corrected . 195.00 

1904  Choice  BU,  two  tiny  reverse  planchet  flakes  $85.00;  Choice  BU 
$109.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  spotted  $75.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  hairlines 
$75.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $119.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .145.00 

1905  BU  $52.00;  Proof,  light  scratch  on  obverse  $55.00;  Brilliant 
Proof,  minor  spotting  $75.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .145.00 

1906  BU  $52.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  spots  $75.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $145.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .165.00 

1907  VF  $4.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $119.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1908  BU  $52.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $119.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1909  Brilliant  Proof  $119.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 145.00 

1910  Borderline  Uncirculated  $35.00;  BU  $52.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00; 

Gem  BU  $125.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  spotted  $75.00;  Brilliant  Proof 
$119.00;  Gem  Proof,  with  fantastic  blue  toning!  . 165.00 

1911  BU,  corrosion  on  edge  $29.00;  BU  $52.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 145.00 

1912  Borderline  Uncirculated  $35.00;  BU  $52.00;  Choice  BU  $109.00; 

Brilliant  Proof  $119.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 145.00 

191 2-D  The  first  Denver  Mint  nickel.  Choice  Uncirculated,  lightly 
toned  $275.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 295.00 


1918  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 85.00 

1918- D  AU  . 69.00 

1919  Borderline  Uncirculated  $11.00;  Choice  BU  . 39.00 

1919- D  AU  . 85.00 

191 9-S  AU,  lightly  cleaned  . 45.00 

1920  Borderline  Uncirculated  $11.00;  Choice  BU  . 39.00 

1920  Broadstruck  (without  collar),  with  a  resulting  larger  diameter  than 

normal.  Choice  BU,  full  strike  . 49.00 

1921  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 109.00 

1923- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  rare  this  nice!  . 349.00 

1924- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 395.00 

1924-S  Very  Good  . 4.95 

1925  Borderline  Uncirculated  $11.00;  Gem  BU . 45.00 


1925-D  BU,  small  planchet  defect  $149.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 


culated  . 395.00 

1925-S  EF-AU,  weakly  struck  reverse  . 23.00 

1926  Borderline  Uncirculated  $11.00;  Choice  BU  $32.00;  Gem  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 42.00 

1927  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 32.00 

1927- SAU  . 45.00 

1928  Choice  BU  $32.00;  Gem  BU  . 42.00 

1928- D  BU,  rim  nick  $13.00;  BU  $22.00;  Choice  BU  ....  39.00 

1929  BU,  reverse  gash  $10.00;  Choice  BU  $20.00;  10  pieces  Choice  BU 

for  . 190.00 

1929- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 59.00 

1929-S  BU,  scratch  $13.00;  BU  $20.00;  Choice  BU  . 45.00 

1930  Choice  BU  . 24.00 


1930- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $19.00;  BU,  small  rim  nick  $19.00;  BU 

$29.00  (5  for  $135.00);  Choice  BU . 65.00 

1931- S  Low  mintage  date.  EF  $8.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $19.00; 

BU,  corrosion  spots  $25.00;  BU,  planchet  defect  $25.00;  Choice  BU 
$59.00;  or  buy  10  Choice  BU  pieces  (limit:  10  per  dealer  or  investor) 
for  just . 569.00 

1934  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 25.00 

1934- D  Choice  BU  $45.00;  10  Choice  BU  pieces  . 420.00 

1935- D  Choice  BU  $29.00;  Choice  BU,  full  strike  . 45.00 

1936  First  type.  Very  scarce.  Gem  Proof . 449.00 

1937  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $395.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof,  a  great  buy 

at  our  price  of . 439.00 

1938-D  Buffalo.  BU,  minor  defects  $3.00;  Choice  BU  $12.00;  Gem  BU 
(with  D  over  D  mintmark  at  no  extra  cost!)  $15.00;  10  Gem  BU 
pieces  for  just  . 139.00 


1912-S  Rare  issue.  Fine  $39.00;  EF,  very  rough  surface  $59.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated . 495.00 

Buffalo  Nickels  (1913-1938) 

1913  Type  I.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $19.00  (5  for  $79.00);  BU 
$23.00;  Choice  BU  $49.00;  (3  for  $125.00);  Gem  BU  .  .  .  59.00 


191 3-D  Type  I.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $25.00;  BU  $32.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 59.00 

191 3-S  Type  I.  BU  $37.00;  5  BU  pieces  for  . 159.00 

1913  Type  II.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 42.00 

191 3-D  Type  II.  EF  $49.00;  AU  $59.00;  Choice  BU . 125.00 

191 3- S  Type  II.  Scarce  variety.  Borderline  Unc . 105.00 

1914  BU  $21.00;  Choice  BU  $45.00;  Choice  Matte  Proof  $395.00; 

Gem  Matte  Proof  . 450.00 

1914- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 175.00 

1914- S  AU  $29.00;  BU,  spots  $32.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $32.00; 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 45.00 

1915  Choice  BU  $39.00;  Gem  Matte  Proof . 450.00 

1915- D  Borderline  Uncirculated  $39.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  59.00 

1915- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $65.00;  Choice  BU  . 245.00 

1916  Borderline  Uncirculated  $15.00;  Choice  BU  . 32.00 

1916  Mint  error  —  struck  10%  off  center.  BU  . 79.00 

1916- D  AU  $29.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $32.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 99.00 

191 6- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 32.00 

191 7  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 39.00 

191  7-  D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 189.00 

191 7- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 65.00 


1918/7  Rare  overdate.  Good  $150.00;  VG  $225.00;  Fine  .  .  .395.00 


Jefferson  Nickels  (1938  to  date) 

1938  Jefferson.  Choice  Proof  $19.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  25.00 
1939-D  Rare  date  of  this  type.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $24.00; 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  $34.00;  Choice  BU  $45.00  (5  for  $210.00); 


Gem  BU  $49.00;  10  Gem  BU  pieces  for  . 460.00 

1941  Brilliant  Proof  . 8.00 

1942  Type  I.  Brilliant  Proof  . 8.00 

1942-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 12.00 


1942-P  Type  II.  Choice  BU  $12.00;  Proof,  somewhat  cloudy  $25.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 77.00 

1944-S  Interesting  and  scarce  variety  with  die  break  through  the  S 
mintmark,  making  it  look  like  a  dollar  sign  ($).  BU,  planchet 

roughness  $3.00;  Choice  BU . 7.00 

1950  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 35.00 

1950-D  BU  $9.00;  Choice  BU,  full  steps . 19.00 

1954- S  over  D.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 59.00 

1955- D  over  S.  Choice  BU  $49.00;  5  pieces  for  . 225.00 
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Half  Dimes 
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Outstanding  1792  Half  Disme 


1792  Half  disme.  One  of  the  most  important  of  all  early  United  States 
silver  coins  is  this  issue— struck  during  July  of  1792  very  close  to  the 
future  site  of  the  first  U.  S.  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  Dies  designed  by 
either  Robert  Birch  or  Joseph  Wright  as  a  result  of  the  personal 
interest  of  George  Washington,  who  wanted  to  commence  a  federal 
coinage  with  this  coin.  Tradition  relates,  too,  that  Washington  loaned 
silver  so  that  these  could  be  minted,  being  repaid  with  a  quantity  of 
these  first  half  dimes.  Thus  it  is  possible  that  the  founder  of  our 
country  himself  handled  the  very  coin  we  offer  for  sale!  It  grades 
very  high  for  this  issue— About  Uncirculated  with  pretty,  light-golden 
toning.  As  the  photograph  shows,  the  surfaces  are  excellent  and  the 
strike  is  as  fine  as  can  be  expected.  One  of  the  most  valuable  (from 
an  historic  viewpoint)  coins  we  have  ever  handled.  This  beautiful 
coin  is  available  now  for  .  8950.00 


1795  Half  dime.  Second  and  final  year  of  this  ephemeral  type,  coined 
only  during  1794  and  1795.  Flowing  Hair/Small  Eagle.  Truly  a 
cameo  design,  created  by  Robert  Scot,  and  a  cameo  specimen  as 
well!  Gern  sharply  struck  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Frankly,  this  coin  is 
so  near  perfection,  so  superb  in  its  visual  appeal,  that  we’re  left 
speechless  (imagine  that!).  Quite  possibly  the  finest  1795  half  dime 


on  earth!  At  any  price  it’s  a  steal  .  8500.00 

V  _ _ _ J 


1795  About  Uncirculated.  A  most  attractive  example  of  the  Flowing 
Hair/Small  Eagle  coinage  $1950.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated,  lightly 
toned  .  2500.00 


\ 

Gem  Uncirculated  1797  Half  Dime 


1797  Draped  Bust/Small  Eagle.  16  stars  around  the  obverse  portrait.  An 
important  coin  for  the  advanced  collector  seeking  a  superior 
specimen  of  the  2-year  type  coin  (minted  only  during  1796  and 
1797).  The  16-stars  issue  is  somewhat  scarcer  than  the  15-stars 
pieces.  The  mintage  was  tiny,  few  of  those  surviving  in  Uncirculated 
condition.  The  example  we  offer  here  is  Gem  Uncirculated  with 
attractive  blue  and  golden  toning  surrounding  a  silvery  center  on 
both  sides.  The  obverse  is  sharply  struck,  causing  the  eagle  on  the 
reverse  to  be  rather  flat  (there  is  only  so  much  metal  in  a  blank  to 
flow  into  the  design  when  struck).  We  now  offer  this  lovely  coin  to 
you  for .  9500.00 


Choice  BU  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  Draped  Bust/Heraldic  Eagle.  First  year  of  this  type.  The  mintage 
way  back  then  was  very  small,  just  24,000  pieces  emerging  from  the 
coining  presses  during  the  entire  year  (the  last  year  ot  the  18th 
century,  by  the  way,  in  case  dates  intrigue  you).  Just  a  few  months 
before.  President  Washington  had  died— which  should  help  place  the 
age  of  this  coin  in  perspective.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  sharply 
struck  . <950.0(1 


1801  VG/Poor,  resulting 
beginning  type  set 


from  an  uneven  strike.  A  filler  for  your 
. 149.00 


“TRY  IT  AND  YOU’LL  LIKE  IT” 

Try  what??? 

*Our  careful  grading 
*Our  postpaid  service 
*Our  guaranteed  authenticity 
*Our  QUALITY 
*Our  VALUE 

.  .  .  and  you’ll  see  why  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  make  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  their 
headquarters  for  their  numismatic  needs.  Try  us  soon— with  an  order 
from  this  issue,  in  fact!  You’ll  like  us! 


“Gentlemen: 

Yesterday  the  British  Charles  I  gold  five  shilling  crown,  from  your 
most  recent  auction  sale,  arrived  safely.  I  am  very  pleased  that  I  am 
the  fortunate  bidder.  It  is  a  most  interesting  and  handsome  piece, 
and  will  be  a  good  companion  to  the  unite  of  the  same  series  which 
I  was  fortunate  in  acquiring  24  years  ago.  I  am  especially  pleased 
that  you  were  able  to  purchase  this  piece  for  me  at  less  than  mv 
maximum  bid!”  -  an  unsolicited  testimonial  from  C.N.S.  of 
Bethesda,  Maryland 
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Impressive  1803  Halt'  Dime 


1803  Draped  Bust/Heraldic  Eagle.  Sorry  we  couldn’t  offer  an  1802,  but 
this  coin  is  scarce,  too— and  it  is  much  more  lovely  than  you’d 
normally  find.  In  fact,  considering  its  age  and  means  of  production 
and  the  primitive  milieu  into  which  it  was  thrust  for  commerce,  we 
find  it  hard  to  believe  that  it  could  have  survived  in  this  outstanding 
state:  Uncirculated,  sharply  struck  for  the  issue,  and  with  most 
handsome  light  toning.  An  ideal  coin  for  someone’s  carefully 

assembled  type  set  .  4250.00 

V  _ J 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes  (1829-1837) 

1829  Abt.  Uncirculated . 125.00 

1830  Abt.  Good/Good  $10.00;  EF  $69.00;  AU  $125.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 595.00 


1831  Abt  Uncirculated  $125.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .695.00 

1832  Very  Good  $17.00;  Fine  $21.00;  Very  Fine  $31.00;  Choice 


Brilliant  Uncirculated . 595.00 

1833  BU  $329.00;  Choice  BU  . 595.00 

1834  VF,  scratches  $15.00;  About  Uncirculated  . 125.00 

1835  Very  Fine  $31.00;  Abt.  Uncirculated  $125.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  $329.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 595.00 

1836  About  Uncirculated  . 125.00 

1837  Bust.  Very  Fine  $31.00;  About  Uncirculated  . 125.00 


Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars  (1837,  1838-0) 


1837  Liberty  seated.  No  stars  on  obverse.  Scarce  type  made  only  on 
two  occasions:  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1837  and  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint  in  1838.  About  Good  $19.00;  Fine  $45.00;  EF,  reverse 
scratch  $135.00;  EF  $195.00;  About  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .339.00 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes  (1838-1873) 

1838  No  drapery.  Very  Fine  $19.00;  EF,  scratches  $12.00;  Choice 


Brilliant  Uncirculated . 650.00 

1839  No  drapery.  Very  Fine . 19.00 

1840  No  drapery.  EF  $49.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 315.00 

1840-0  No  drapery.  Very  Fine . 29.00 

1843  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 239.00 

1 844  Good  $6.00;  EF  $45.00;  Choice  BU  . 395.00 

1844-0  Good  . 10.00 

1845  Good  $6.00;  EF  $45.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .395.00 

1847  Extremely  Fine . 45.00 

1848  Large  date.  EF  . 45.00 

1849/6  EF-AU  . 65.00 

1849  Choice  BU  . 395.00 

1 849-0  Fine  . 69.00 


1851- 0  Good  $6.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  prize  for  the 
collector  who  appreciates  rarities  from  the  branch  mints  .  .995.00 

1852- 0  Good  . 10.00 

1853  Arrows.  Good  $6.50;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .750.00 

1853- 0  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Seldom  seen  in  this  grade  .  .  .450.00 

1854  Arrows.  Very  Good  $7.50;  AU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  $750.00;  Gem 

BU  . 825.00 

1855  Arrows.  EF  $39.00;  AU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  . 750.00 

1856  Good  $5.00;  BU  $239.00;  Choice  BU  $395.00;  Gem  BU  450.00 

1856- 0  Very  Good . 8.00 

1857  Good  $6.00;  Very  Good  $8.00;  Fine  $10.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  $239.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 395.00 

1857- 0  Good  . 6.00 

1858  Good  $6.00;  BU  $239.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  :395.00 

1858- 0  Very  Good  $8.00;  Choice  BU,  rare  in  this  grade  .  .  .439.00 

1859  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 639.00 

1860  Extremely  Fine  $29.00;  Choice  BU  $309.00;  Choice  Proof,  blue 

toning  $359.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1860-0  The  last  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  before  the  Civil  War.  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated . 345.00 

1861  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $145.00;  Choice  BU  $309.00;  Choice 

Proof,  lovely  iridescent  toning  . 359.00 

1862  Very  Fine  $8.00;  AU  $59.00;  Choice  BU  $309.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 359.00 

1863  Brilliant  Proof,  light  hairlines  . 279.00 

1863-S  VF,  only  100,000  minted . 39.00 

1865-S  Fine . 19.00 

1866  Choice  BU,  light  gold  toning  . 750.00 

1867  Choice  BU  $850.00;  Choice  Proof,  light  golden  toning  $550.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 550.00 

1868  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 359.00 


1868- S  VF-EF  $20.00;  Gem  BU,  rare  in  this  grade . 750.00 

1869  EF  . 29.00 

1869- S  VF,  retooled  . 6.00 

1870  EF-AU  . 35.00 

1871  Fine  $8.00;  About  Uncirculated  $59.00;  BU,  planchet  striations 

$109.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $309.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Proof  . 359.00 

1872  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $145.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$309.00;  Choice  Toned  Proof  . 359.00 

1872- S  EF  $29.00;  Borderline  Unc.  $95.00;  A  fabulous  selection  from 

an  original  roll  follows  in  several  high  grades:  BU  $145.00;  Choice 
BU  $309.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 350.00 

1873  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 309.00 

1873- S  About  Uncirculated  $59.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $95.00; 

From  a  very  small  hoard  we  offer  select  prices  in  two  high  grades: 
Choice  BU  $309.00;  Gem  BU  . 350.00 


ENJOYMENT 

We  think  you’ll  enjoy  doing  business  with  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries.  We  treat  you  as  we  would  like  to  be  treated  ourselves.  In 
today’s  world  of  impersonality  we  think  you’ll  find  doing  business 
with  B&R  to  be  refreshingly  different.  We  enjoy  working  with  coins 
a  lot,  and  by  means  of  the  “Rare  Coin  Review’’  we  share  our 
enjoyment  with  you.  “Your  friends  in  the  rare  coin  business”  is  the 
little  motto  we’ve  been  using  for  quite  some  time  now— and  we 
think  it  is  meaningful.  For  a  friendly  and  enjoyable  transaction 
combined  with  the  quality  and  value  of  coins  you’ve  been  hoping 
for,  try  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries.  There’s  a  real  difference! 
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Dimes 


Mint  State  1796  Dime 


1796  The  first  year  of  the  10c  coinage,  and  as  experienced  collectors 
and  dealers  will  disclose  it  is  just  as  scarce  as  the  quarter  of  this  date 
(but  much  less  expensive).  Draped  Bust/Small  Eagle.  We  offer  a 
pleasing  Very  Good  to  Fine  for  only  $750.00;  and  a  wonderful 
specimen— Borderline  Uncirculated  with  pretty,  light  toning.  Quite  a 
coin!  Designed  by  Robert  Scot.  Fit  it  into  your  type  set  for  just  (one 


of  the  few  bargains  left  in  American  numismatics) 


3395.00 


1801  Very  Good . 195.00 

1803  Draped  Bust/Heraldic  Eagle.  A  pleasant  Very  Fine  at  a  most 

reasonable  price  . 575.00 

1805  Same  type  as  preceding.  Very  Good  with  toning  showing  off  the 
design  quite  well . 195.00 


1821  Large  date  (for  that  small  but  dedicated  group  of  collectors  who 
cherish  Reich  s  coins  by  variety).  A  very  pretty  coin:  Borderline 

Uncirculated  and  quite  a  buy  for  . 795.00 

1823/2  A  blundered  date,  or  was  this  an  instance  of  economy,  saving  a 
die  cut  during  the  preceding  year?  Variety  with  the  large  E.  Another 
really  fine  buy,  we  feel:  Borderline  Uncirculated  with  excellent  fields 
and  a  good,  sharp  strike  for  the  issue  . 995.00 


1825  Type  as  preceding.  For  the  fastidious  collector,  we  offer  a  superb 
example  of  this  rare  coinage  type.  A  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

example  for  just  .  2295.00 

1827  Last  year  of  the  larger  size  Capped  Bust  dime.  VF-EF  $95.00; 
Extremely  Fine,  beautifully  toned,  sharply  struck,  excellent  fields. 
An  excellent  buy  for  . 139.00 


1829  Very  Good  $15.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  beautiful 
example  of  the  reduced  size  Capped  Bust  dime  .  1395.00 


1807  Final  year  of  the  type  with  the  old-style  heraldic  eagle  and  Miss 
Liberty  represented  by  a  busty  lass  with  flowing  tresses.  A  pretty 
example:  Borderline  Uncirculated  and  a  decent  strike  .  .  1795.00 


1831  VF-EF  $75.00;  We  feel  fortunate  in  being  able  to  offer  two 
exceptional  specimens  of  this  scarce  1830s  dime:  Gem  BU,  satiny 
$1595.00;  and  proof  like  Gem  BU  .  1695.00 


1807  As  the  last  piece,  final  year  of  the  type.  One  of  Robert  Scot’s 
crowning  glories  among  the  many  early  coins  he  designed  for  the 
emerging  America!  Place  this  museum-quality  coin  in  your  type  set, 
and  make  it  even  more  outstanding  than  it  already  is.  Choice  Brilliant 


Uncirculated,  sharp  strike  .  4900.00 

S _ _ _ r 


Capped  Bust  Dimes  (1809-1837) 


1832  Good  $10.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  fully  struck  —  a  frosty 

beauty  .  1595.00 

1833  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  quite  pleasant  to  observe.  Order  this  at 
a  nice  savings  from  what  a  slightly  better  piece  would  cost  .725.00 

1834  Good  . 10  00 

1835  Very  Good  $15.00;  F-VF  $29.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a 

handsome  coin  which  we  guarantee  will  please  you!  Quite  a  buy  at 
just  $725.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1395.00 


1814  Very  Fine  $49.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A  stunning 
example  of  the  Capped  Bust  coinage  created  by  that  German 
immigrant  John  Reich,  a  most  talented  fellow  who  surely  enhanced 
our  numismatic  heritage  with  this  coin!  1814  is  also  a  scarce  date 
among  this  elusive  type.  Enough  said!  A  splendid  coin  for  2295.00 
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1836  Fine  $19.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1595.00 

1837  Final  year  of  issue  of  the  Capped  Bust,  reduced  size  dime.  Good 

$1 0.00;  Abt.  Uncirculated,  a  pleasing  coin  . 1  75.00 


REPEAT  BUSINESS 

We  price  our  coins  to  be  great  values  for  you.  When  you  compare 
price,  compare  QUALITT  too  (for  a  comparison  of  one  without  the 
other  is  meaningless).  You’ll  learn  why  collectors  buy  from  us  again, 
and  again,  and  again.  In  fact,  many  of  our  clients  have  been  with  us 
since  we  first  started  business  back  in  1953! 
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Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars  Dimes  (1837-1838-0) 


1837  No  stars  in  the  obverse  field.  Attractive  design  modeled  after 
Gobrecht’s  famed  starless  dollars  of  1836.  About  Good  $19.00; 
Good  $29.00;  Very  Good  $35.00;  Fine  $55.00;  Very  Fine  $125.00; 
Borderline  Uncirculated.  Lots  of  original  mint  lustre!  $795.00;  BU, 
lightly  cleaned  $995.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $1395.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  $2195.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A 


dazzling  specimen  of  this  elusive  and  popular  variety!  .  .  2750.00 
1838-0  No  stars.  Scarce.  Good . 39.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes  (1838-1891) 

1838  Small  stars.  No  drapery.  Very  Fine . 35.00 


1838  Large  stars.  No  drapery.  Very  Fine  $15.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 750.00 

1839  No  drapery.  Stars  on  obverse.  VG  $8.00;  AU  $115.00;  Borderline 

Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1839-0  No  drapery.  Very  Good  . 8.00 

1841- 0  Scarce.  Fine  $19.00;  VF-EF  . 45.00 

1842  Very  Fine  . 19.00 

1842- 0  Very  Fine  . 24.00 

1843  Very  Good . 5.00 

1845  Very  Good . 6.00 

1850  VG  $6.00;  Very  Fine  . 19.00 


1851  Good  $5.00;  AU  $79.00;  Choice  BU  . 650.00 

1852  Good  $5.00;  Extremely  Fine  . 35.00 

1853  Arrows  at  date.  Good  $5.00;  VG  . 6.00 

1854  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1855  Arrows.  Very  Good  . 6.00 

1856  Small  date.  Good  $5.00;  Very  Good  $6.00;  Very  Fine  $19.00; 
Extremely  Fine  $35.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .650.00 

1856  Large  date.  Good  . 5.00 

1856- 0  Very  Fine  $25.00;  Extremely  Fine . 39.00 

1857  VG  $6.00;  VF,  reverse  scratches  $5.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated 

$99.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $650.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 725.00 

1857- 0  EF  $39.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 109.00 


1858  VG  $6.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $650.00;  Choice  Brilliant 


Proof  . 825.00 

1859  Choice  BU  $650.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 795.00 

1859-0  Good  . 5.00 

1861  EF  $29.00;  Choice  BU  $265.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 

well  struck!  . 295.00 

1861-S  Fine . 30.00 

1862  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 265.00 

1863-S  Fine . 39.00 

1864  Brilliant  Proof,  hairlines  . 299.00 

1865  Brilliant  Proof  . 375.00 

1866  Brilliant  Proof  . 350.00 

1 867-S  Fine . 39.00 


1871  Good  $4.00;  Proof,  lightly  cleaned  and  with  some  marks  on  the 
rev.  $95.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $209.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .349.00 

1872  Good  $4.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 349.00 

1873  No  arrows.  Good  $4.00;  VG  $5.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  349.00 


1873  Arrows.  A  popular  coin  for  type  sets.  Good  $9.00;  Very  Good 
$12.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  superb  coin!  .  .  .850.00 


1874  Arrows.  Good  $9.00;  Very  Good  $12.00;  VF-EF  $49.00;  BU, 
lightly  cleaned  $259.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $850.00;  Gem 


Brilliant  Uncirculated . 995.00 

1874- S  Arrows.  Fine  . 35.00 

1875  Good  $4.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $79.00;  Choice  BU 

$265.00;  attractively  toned  Proof  . 225.00 

1875- CC  AU  $65.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $165.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated,  edge  uneven  as  struck . 249.00 

1875-S  Mintmark  below  wreath.  Choice  BU  .......  .265.00 

1875- S  Mintmark  within  wreath.  Choice  BU  . 265.00 

1876  Choice  BU  $265.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $325.00;  Choice 

Proof,  with  lovely  golden  toning  . 349.00 

1876- CC  Choice  BU  $275.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .339.00 

1876- S  Choice  BU  $265.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .325.00 

1877  Borderline  Uncirculated  $79.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$265.00;  Brilliant  Proof . 259.00 

1877- CC  About  Uncirculated  . 65.00 

1878  Choice  BU  $265.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 349.00 


1879  Rare  issue.  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  prooflike  $595.00; 

Brilliant  Proof  $295.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1880  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1882  Good  $4.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 265.00 

1883  BU,  prooflike  obverse  $139.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$265.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $225.00;  Choice  Proof  with  beautiful 
bluish-gray  toning  .  : . 349.00 

1884  Borderline  Uncirculated  $79.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$265.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1884-S  Very  Fine  . 37.00 

1885  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $265.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

$349.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1886  Good  $4.00;  VF  $9.50;  AU  $55.00;  Choice  BU  $265.00;  Gem 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  $325.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .395.00 

1887  Good  $4.00;  Very  Good  $5.00;  Very  Fine  $9.50;  Choice  BU 

$265.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  2  staple  marks  on  reverse  $150.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof . 349.00 

1887-S  Good  $4.00;  EF  $27.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $79.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 265.00 

1888  Good  $4.00;  Very  Good  $5.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$265.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $349.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  395.00 

1889  Good  $4.00;  VG  $5.00;  Very  Fine  $9.50;  Gem  BU  $325.00; 

Brilliant  Proof,  hairlines  $209.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .395.00 
1889-S  Very  Good  $10.00;  Very  Fine . 49.00 


ZANZIBAR  OR  ZELIENOPLE 

Whether  you  live  in  the  faroff  country  of  Zanzibar  or  the  rather 
closer  town  of  Zelienople  (which  is  in  Pennsylvania,  by  the  way), 
doing  business  by  mail  with  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  is  the  ideal 
way  to  build  a  fine  collection. 
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Gem  BU 
Mint  Error 


1890  Good  $4.00;  Very  Good  $5.00;  Fine  $6.00;  Very  Fine  $9.50;  BU 
$125.00;  Choice  BU  $265.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $325.00; 
Brilliant  Proof  $225.00;  Choice  Proof,  a  beautiful  coin  with  lovely 
blue  and  lavender  toning  $349.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $349.00; 
Gem  BU  mint  error.  Struck  10%  off  center.  Rare  this  nice!  .395.00 

1891  Good  $4.00;  VG  $5.00;  Very  Fine  $9.50;  Borderline  Uncirculated 
$79.00;  BU  $125.00;  Choice  BU  $265.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 


culated  . 325.00 

1891-0  Very  Good . 6.00 

1891- S  AU  $55.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 295.00 

Barber  Dimes  (1892-1916) 

1892  The  first  year  of  issue  of  the  Barber  design.  Borderline 
Uncirculated  $59.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $95.00;  Choice  BU 
$165.00;  Gem  BU  . 195.00 

1892- 0  Abt  Uncirculated . 49.00 

1892- S  Fine . 39.00 

1893- 0  AU  $79.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 99.00 

1894  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 359.00 

1894- 0  Good  $29.00;  VF-EF  . 89.00 

1895  Very  Good . 45.00 

1895- 0  Abt.  Fine  . 99.00 

1896- S  Fine  $45.00;  Extremely  Fine  . 105.00 


1911  Extremely  Fine  $23.00;  Abt.  Uncirculated  $39.00;  BU  $95.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1 65  00 

191 1- S  AU  $39.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

$25.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$165.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  195  90 

191 2- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  165  00 

1912- S  Abt  Uncirculated  .  39  00 

1913  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  BU  $95.00; '  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  $165.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $275.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Proof,  a  desirable  example  of  this  scarce  year  in  Proof  395  00 

191 3- S  Good  . . . ;  m 


1914  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  $165.00; 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  With  a  Proof  mintage  of  just  425  pieces,  this  is 
the  lowest  recorded  Proof  mintage  of  any  dime  from  1860  to  the 
Present!  . 525.00 

1914-D  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1915  AU  $39.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 165.00 

1916  Barber.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  BU,  light  scratch  on 

cheek  $69.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $95.00;  Choice  BU  $165.00; 
Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1916-S  Barber.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 165.00 


1897  BU,  cleaned  $65.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .359.00 


1897-0  Good  $21.00;  Fine  $40.00;  AU  . 149.00 

1897- S  Abt.  Uncirculated  . 89.00 

1898  AU  $39.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 165.00 

1898- 0  Very  Fine  $21.00;  Abt.  Uncirculated . 65.00 

1899  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $95.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 359.00 

1899- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 69.00 

1900  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 359.00 

1900- S  Abt  Uncirculated  . 49.00 

1901  EF-AU  $25.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 359.00 

1901- 0  EF  $35.00;  Abt.  Uncirculated . 59.00 

1901- S  Good  . 25.00 

1902  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 95.00 

1902- S  Abt  Uncirculated  . 69.00 

1903- 0  Abt  Uncirculated . 47.00 

1903-S  Good  $17.00;  Fine  . 39.00 

1904  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 95.00 

1905  EF-AU  $25.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  $95.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1905- 0  Abt.  Uncirculated . 49.00 

1906  BU  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $165.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 359.00 

1906- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1907  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  $165.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $359.00; 

Choice  Proof,  deep  steel-grey  toning  . 359.00 

1907- D  EF-AU  . 25.00 

1907-0  Choice  BU,  soft  strike  . 125.00 

1907- S  EF-AU . 25.00 

1908  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1908- D  Extremely  Fine . 22.00 

1909  BU  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1909- D  Very  Fine  . 20.00 

1910  AU  $39.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $165.00; 

Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

191 0- S  Extremely  Fine  $23.00;  AU . 49.00 


Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc. 
-COMPLETE  NUMISMATIC  SERVICE- 


Mercury  Dimes  (1916-1945) 

1916  Mercury  dime.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $11.00;  BU  $17.00(10 
BU  pieces  for  $150.00);  Choice  BU  $29.00;  Gem  BU  .  .  .  39.00 


1916-D  Abt.  Good  $95.00;  Good . 149.00 

1916- S  Mercury.  Choice  BU  $45.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full 

bands  . 65.00 

1917  BU  $19.00;  Choice  BU  $29.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full 

bands  . 39.00 

191 7- D  AU  $49.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $59.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 175.00 

191 7- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $14.00;  Choice  BU  . 59.00 

1918  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 69.00 

191 8- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 125.00 

1919  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 49.00 

191 9- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $225.00;  Choice  BU,  20%  off 

center  $225.00;  Choice  BU,  full  bands  . 295.00 

1919- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $52.00;  Choice  BU.  Broadstruck  mint 

error,  20%  off  center  . 325.00 

1920  Choice  BU,  full  bands  $35.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full 

bands  . 45.00 

1920- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 105.00 

1921  Scarce  date.  G-VG  $21.00;  Very  Good  . 26.00 


Choice  1921-D  Mercury  Dime 


1921-D  Key  date.  Very  Good  $33.00;  Very  Fine  $125.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  rare  so  fine!  .  1395.00 

1923  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full  bands  . 19.00 

1923- S  Interesting  and  rare  mint  error:  struck  20%  off  center. 

Extremely  Fine  $65.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 45.00 

1924  Gem  BU,  full  bands  . 79.00 

1924- D  Choice  BU,  full  bands  . 249.00 

1925  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 16.00 

1925- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  cleaned  . 2 1 5.00 

1926  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 33.00 

1927  Choice  BU,  full  bands  . 37.00 

1927- S  Abt  Uncirculated  . 29. 00 

1928  BU  $18.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 33.00 

1928- S  BU,  full  bands  . 65.00 

1929  Choice  BU  $25.00;  Gem  BU  . 35.00 

1929- D  Choice  BU  $37.00;  Choice  BU,  full  bands  $49.00;  Gem 

Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full  bands . 59.00 
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1930  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 39.00 

1931  Bl  $32.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 65.00 

1931-D  Scarce.  BU,  obverse  cleaned  $75.00;  Choice  BU  $149.00; 

Choice  BU,  full  bands  . 175.00 

1934- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $23.00(10  BU  pieces  for  $190.00);  Gem 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 55.00 

1935- D  Choice  BU  $99.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .109.00 

1935- S  BU,  cleaned  $6.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $6.00;  Brilliant 

Uneirculated  . 11.00 

1036-D  AL  $9.00;  Choice  BU,  full  bands  $49.00;  Gem  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 55.00 

1936- S  BU  $16.00,  Gem  BU . 29.00 

1937  Brilliant  Proof,  a  few  obverse  nicks . 59.00 

1937- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 15.00 

1937-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 12.00 

1939  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 95.00 

1939- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 19.00 

1940  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $85.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  95.00 

1940- D  BU,  scratched  $4.00;  BU  $7.00;  Choice  BU  . 9.00 

1941  Brilliant  Proof,  scratches  $45.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  cleaned  $45.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $85.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  ....  95.00 

1942  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $85.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  95.00 

1942/1  Rare  overdate.  Very  Fine . 175.00 


1877  A  very  rare  Proof-only  date,  with  a  small  mintage  of  just  510 
pieces!  Brilliant  Proof  .  1495.00 


1878  Another  rare  Proof-only  issue.  Just  600  pieces  minted.  Brilliant 
Proof  $1495.00,  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  1895.00 


Quarter  Dollars 

Rare  1796  Quarter 


Roosevelt  Dimes  (1946  to  date) 


1949- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 15.00 

1950- S  Choice  BU  $9.00;  10  for  . 79.00 


20c.  Pieces 

1875  Scarce  first  year  of  issue  of  the  short-lived  twenty-cent  denomina¬ 
tion.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1395.00 


1875-CC  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  sharp  strike.  A  particularly 
desirable  specimen,  and  rare  this  nice! .  1750.00 


1796  First  year  of  issue,  and  a  scarce  and  much-wanted  one-year  type. 
Draped  bust  obverse  and  small  eagle  reverse.  Fine  $2950.00; 


attractive  VF-EF .  4950.00 

1804  Heraldic  eagle  reverse.  VG,  plugged  . 69.00 


1805  Extremely  Fine  plus.  The  majestic  heraldic  eagle  reverse  style. 
Lustrous  in  protected  areas  . 895.00 


1875-S  Good  $39.00;  Extremely  Fine  $159.00;  AU  $325.00;  Border¬ 
line  Uncirculated  $425.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $625.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  sharp  strike  $1295.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  .  1595.00 


1876  VG-Fine  $75.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $525.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof .  1750.00 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
Your  Friends  in  the  Rare  Coin  Business 


Exceptional  1806  Quarter 


1806  Borderline  Uncirculated.  A  definite  prize  early  quarter  with  a  good 
quantity  of  original  mint  lustre.  The  nicest  of  any  1806  quarter  to 


come  on  the  market  in  a  long  time!  .  2500.00 

Capped  Bust  Quarters  (1815-1838) 

1815  First  year  of  issue  for  this  design.  Good  .  .  : . 44.00 


AN  ENJOYABLE  NUMISMATIC  EXPERIENCE 
We  think  you’ll  enjoy  doing  business  with  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries,  Inc.  Since  1953  Jim  Ruddy  and  Dave  Bowers  have  been 
supplying  discriminating  collectors  with  what  we  consider  to  be  the 
best  buys  in  the  business.  We  offer  you  QUALITY,  VALUE,  and  a 
PLEASANT  TRANSACTION  —  all  of  which  will  add  up  to  an 
enjoyable  numismatic  experience. 
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1818  Quarter  with  Washington  counterstamp.  Portrait  of  President 
George  Washington  counterstamped  on  Liberty’s  face.  An  exceed¬ 
ingly  rare  American  counterstamp:  the  rare  lc  and  50c  pieces  with 
Washington’s  head  counterstamped  are  the  Washington  commemora- 
tives  usually  encountered;  the  counterstamp  on  this  quarter  is  of 
different  design  from  that  ordinarily  seen,  and  this  denomination  was 
little  used  when  coins  were  selected  for  counterstamping  circa  1824. 
This  piece  was  undoubtedly  counterstamped  in  1824  when  La¬ 
fayette,  French  hero  of  the  American  Revolution,  visited  the  United 
States  and  is  much  scarcer  (of  Washington  only)  than  the  Wash¬ 
ington- Lafayette  combination  (which  is  itself  quite  rare).  The 
specimen  we  offer  is  Abt.  Fine  overall,  with  the  counterstamp 
distinctive.  A  very  important  piece  of  early  Americana,  and  a  prize 
for  the  Washington  collector . 195.00 


1818  Very  Good  $49.00;  Extremely  Fine  $350.00;  Choice  Brilliant 


Uncirculated  .  3250.00 

1819  Very  Good* . 49.00 


1820  VG  $49.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated .  3950.00 

1821  VG  $49.00;  Fine  . 69.00 


1823/2  Quarter.  One  of  the  most  important  rarities  of  the  entire 
quarter  dollar  series;  a  major  opportunity.  Abt.  Fine.  From  the 
Century  Sale  (1965).  A  reasonably  priced  rarity  at  .  .  .6500.00 


1825/3  VG  $55.00;  VF  $159.00;  Prooflike  BU,  lightly  cleaned.  A  sharp 


specimen,  and  quite  rare  in  this  condition  .  1295.00 

1825/4  Very  Good . 49.00 


Rare  1827  Quarter 

1827  Quarter  in  Proof.  Ihis  coin  is  a  restrike  made  in  the  middle  of  the 

19th  century,  with  square-base  2  in  25c.  The  restrike  1827  quarter, 
also  known  as  Type  2  (of  which  approximately  10  to  12  are  known), 
is  oi  nearly  the  same  rarity  as  the  very  rare  original,  or  Type  1  (of 
which  an  estimated  7  or  8  specimens  exist).  As  rare  as  the  famous 
1894-S  dime,  offered  at  $97,500  in  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  21  and 
sold  instantly.  Rarer  than  (but  not  as  famous  as)  the  1804  dollar 
(which  was  restruck  at  about  the  same  time  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint),  also  offered  by  us  2  years  ago  at  $200,000  and  sold  to  another 
dealer.  This  specimen  is  far  superior  to  those  offered  at  auction 
recently  and  certainly— a  Proof  enhanced  by  the  most  attractive  lilac 
and  bluish-green  toning— is  priced  to  sell  to  a  discriminating  collector 
at  what  we  consider  to  be  the  low  price  of .  35,000.00 

1828  25c/50c  error  reverse.  A  rarity  among  quarters,  and  one  of  the 
few  recut  denominations  in  American  numismatics.  Abt.  Fine  195.00 

1828  The  final  year  of  the  large  size  Capped  Bust  type.  A  lovely 
lustrous  Abt  Uncirculated  . 650.00 


1831  Reduced  size  Capped  Bust  style,  designed  by  William  Kneass. 
Small  letters.  The  first  year  of  a  short-lived  series  (1831-1838),  and 
extremely  popular  with  collectors.  VF  $79.00;  Borderline  Unc. 
$575.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $2100.00;  Gem  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  .  2395.00 


1832  VF  $79.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated .  2395.00 

1833  Scarce.  G-VG  $39.00;  Fine  $62.00;  BU .  1095.00 


1834  Scarcer  date.  VF  $79.00;  EF  $169.00;  Borderline  Unc.,  a  small 

reverse  rim  nick  $395.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $575.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated . 2100.00 

1835  VF,  with  Costa  Rica  counterstamp  on  reverse  . 250.00 

1836  Capped  Bust  style.  A  popular  year  because  of  its  similarity  to  the 

half  dollar  of  this  year  (and  for  the  half  dollar  1836  was  an 
important  transition  year).  Fine  $44.00:  AU  . 359.00 

1837  Lower  mintage  year.  Capped  Bust  style.  Borderline  Unc.  5 1 5.00 

1838  Bust.  Last  year  of  type,  and  as  such  very  popular.  Offered  here 

are  several  desirable  specimens:  VF  $79.00;  AU,  lustrous  $359.00; 
Borderline  Uncirculated . 575.00 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters  (1838-1891) 

1839  Seated  Liberty.  EF  . 

1840-0  No  drapery.  VG-F . 

1844  Fine  . 

1844AD  Rare.  Extremely  Fine  . 

1845  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 


119.00 

20.00 

25.00 

79.00 

349.00 


TELEPHONE  SERVICE 

Items  may  be  reserved  by  telephoning  us  during  business  hours. 
Call  station-to-station.  Call  collect  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.A.  for 
an  order  of  $200  or  more.  Telephone  (213)  466-4595. 


Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  —  For  Quality  and  Value 
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1853  Arrows  at  date;  rays  on  reverse.  1853  is  the  only  year  with  the 
with-rays  reverse,  making  this  a  beautiful  and  necessary  coin  for  any 
type  set.  Abt.  Good  $4.00;  Fine  $19.00;  EF  $115.00;  EF-AU 
$139.00;  AU  $239.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $395.00;  Brilliant 


Uncirculated  $750.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  2450.00 

1853^0  Arrows  and  rays.  VG  . 15.00 

1854  Arrows  at  date.  VG  $11.00;  EF  $65.00;  AU . 209.00 


1854-0  Arrows.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $519.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Un¬ 
circulated  . 1150.00 


1855  Arrows.  VG  $10.00;  EF  $65.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated 

$310.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 1150.00 

1855-S  Arrows.  Of  importance  as  the  first  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter 
dollar  issue.  Rare.  Good  $35.00;  VG,  almost  full  LIBERTY  $49.00; 
Fine  . 69.00 

1856  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1857  VG  $10.00;  Choice  BU  $695.00;  Gem  BU . 795.00 

1857- 0  Good  . 9.00 

1858  VF  $25.00;  EF-AU  $75.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $195.00;  BU 

$350.00;  Gem  BU,  full  strike  . 795.00 

1858- S  Scarce  date.  Very  Fine  . 95.00 

1859  VG  $10.00;  AU  $109.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $350.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 759.00 

1860  Last  issue  before  the  War  between  the  States.  BU  $350.00;  Choice 

BU  $695.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $795.00;  Choice  Proof,  blue 
and  purple  toning  . 759.00 

1861  Choice  Uncirculated  with  attractive  light  toning  $695.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated  $695.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  an 

outstanding  specimen  of  this  Civil  War  year  coin  and  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  a  top  grade  set!  . 795.00 

1862  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1863  Scarce  date  (“underrated  in  all  conditions,”  according  to  Scott’s 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins).  Choice  Proof,  a  beautiful  coin  with 
attractive  toning  $759.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 759.00 

1865  Very  scarce  issue.  VF  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .759.00 

1866  First  year  of  regular  issue  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  motto  on 

reverse.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 625.00 

1868  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $575.00;  Gem  Proof,  with  beautiful  blue 
toning  . 649.00 

1  869  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1870  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 575.00 

1871  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $575.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .649.00 

1872  Low  mintage  for  Proofs  this  year.  Only  950  struck!  Choice  Proof, 

attractively  toned  $575.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 575.00 


THINKING  OF  SELLING? 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc.  is  now  planning  its  next  several 
sales.  It  would  be  our  pleasure  to  include  your  fine  collection.  Our 
rates  are  reasonable,  our  results  are  proven.  And,  you’ll  like  the  way 
we  do  business.  Contact  James  F.  Ruddy  today  for  complete 
information. 


1873  Arrows  at  date.  Type  issued  only  in  1873  and  1874.  Good 
$17.00;  VG  $22.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Scarce  in  this 
grade!  .  1095.00 


1874  Arrows.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $559.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof. 
Rare!  .  1350.00 


1874- S  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1295.00 

1875  Good  $9.00;  Choice  BU  . 495.00 

1875- SVG  . 15.00 

1876  AU,  whizzed  $69.00;  Choice  BU . 495.00 

1876- CC  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  prooflike  . 525.00 

1876- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $495.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 595.00 

1877  Good  $9.00;  Choice  BU,  light  obverse  scratch  $289.00;  Choice 

BU  $495.00;  Gem  BU  $595.00;  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1877- CC  AU  $99.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 525.00 

1877-S  EF  $48.00;  Borderline  Unc.  $125.00;  Choice  BU  $495.00;  Gem 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 595.00 

1878  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $495.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  hairlines 

$295.00;  Choice  Proof,  attractively  toned  . 575.00 

1879  Scarce  low  mintage  date.  Choice  BU,  prooflike  $725.00;  Brilliant 

Proof  $435.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 625.00 

1880  Another  scarce  low- mintage  date  issue.  Rare.  Choice  Proof, 

beautifully  toned  $625.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 625.00 

1881  Choice  Proof,  another  specimen  with  beautiful  toning  $625.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 625.00 

1883  Scarce.  Low  mintage  year  for  Proofs  as  only  1,039  were  struck. 

Brilliant  Proof,  lint  mark  below  date  made  at  mint  $295.00;  Brilliant 
Proof  $475.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 625.00 

1884  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 625.00 

1885  Choice  Proof,  deep  blue  and  lavender  toning  $625.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 625.00 

1886  Just  5,000  business  strikes  minted,  and  only  886  Proofs!  A  very 

scarce  date.  Choice  Proof  with  attractive  toning . 625.00 


1887  A  rare,  rare  coin  for  the  specialist  as  only  10,000  business  strikes 
were  minted.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  semi-prooflike  .950.00 

1888  Another  scarce  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 625.00 

1888-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Scarce  in  Mint  State  .  .495.00 

1889  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 625.00 

1890  Choice  BU  $495.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 575.00 

1891  The  last  year  of  issue  for  Liberty  seated  coinage.  Good  $9.00; 

AU,  sharp  strike  $89.00;  Choice  BU  $495.00;  Gem  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 595.00 
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Barber  Quarters  (1892-1916) 


Liberty  Standing  Quarters  (1916-1930) 


1892  First  year  of  the  Barber  design  issue.  AU  $99.00;  Borderline  Unc. 
$139.00;  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $495.00;  Gem 


Brilliant  Proof . 575.00 

1892- 0  Borderline  Uncirculated  $139.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

condition . 395.00 

1893  Choice  BriHiant  Proof  $495.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .575.00 

1893- 0  Choice  BU  . 395.00 

1893- S  EF  $62.50;  AU  . 119.00 

1894- 0  Choice  BU  . 395.00 


1896  BU  $209.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $395.00;  Choice  Toned  Proof  495.00 


1896-S  Very  Good  . 159.00 

1897  BU  $209.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 575.00 

1898  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 

1899  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 495.00 

1899- 0  EF  . 59.00 

1900  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 575.00 

1900- S  EF  $59.00;  AU  $99.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  .  .  .139.00 

1901  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 325.00 

1901- S  Low  mintage.  Only  72,000  minted  this  year.  Good  .  .425.00 

1902  Choice  Proof  with  beautiful  golden  toning  $495.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 495.00 

1902- 0  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 439.00 


1903  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $495.00;  Gem  Proof, 
beautiful  blue  peripheral  toning  $575.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  575.00 

1904  EF,  cleaned  $39.00;  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $395.00; 
Choice  Proof,  steel  blue  toning  $495.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  575.00 

1905  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $395.00; 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 575.00 

1906  EF  $49.00;  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $395.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof  $495.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 575.00 

1907  EF  $49.00;  AU  $99.00;  Choice  BU  . 325.00 

1907- 0  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 350.00 

1908  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $395.00; 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 575.00 

1908- D  AU  $99.00;  Choice  BU . 325.00 

1908-0  Choice  BU  . 325.00 


1909  AU  $99.00;  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Gem  BU  $395.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof  $495.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 575.00 

1909-D  Choice  BU  . 325.00 

1910  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $495.00;  Gem 

Brilliant  Proof . 575.00 

1911  AU  $99.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $395.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof 495.00 

1912  EF-AU  $79.00;  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $395.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 495.00 

1913-S  AG-Good  . 89.00 


1914  BU  $209.00;  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $449.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 595.00 

1914- D  AU  . 99.00 

1915  Borderline  Unc.  $139.00;  Choice  BU  $325.00;  Brilliant  Proof. 

Small  mintage  of  just  450  Proofs  were  struck  this  year  $449.00; 
Proof,  deeply  toned  . 449.00 

1915- D  AU  $99.00;  Choice  BU . 325.00 

191 SS  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  few  bagmarks  . 169.00 

1916  Barber.  Choice  BU,  with  superb  fields  . 325.00 

1916- D  EF  $49.00;  EF-AU  $55.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $209.00; 

Choice  BU  $325.00;  Gem  BU  . 395.00 


QUALITY  AND  VALUE 

Interested  in  quality  and  value?  You  get  both  from  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries. 


1917  Type  L  First  design  in  this  series.  Fine  $13.00;  EF-AU  $69.00; 

AU  $99.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $145.00;  BU,  cleaned  $155.00; 
BU,  small  planchet  defect  $185.00;  Choice  BU,  nearly  full  head 
$325.00;  Choice  BU,  full  head  $395.00;  Gem  BU,  nearly  full  head 
$395.00;  Gem  BU,  full  head . 450.00 

1917-D  Type  I.  Fine  $15.00;  Borderline  Unc.  $155.00;  BU,  cleaned 
$155.00;  Choice  BU,  nearly  full  head  $375.00;  Choice  BU,  full  head 
$475.00;  Gem  BU,  nearly  full  head  $495.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated,  full  head  . 525.00 

191 7-S  Type  I.  BU  $259.00;  Choice  BU  . 375.00 

1917-D  Type  II.  Choice  BU  . 209.00 

1917- S  Type  II.  Fine,  edge  cut  $8.00;  Choice  BU  . 195.00 

1918  Fine  $12.00;  EF  $27.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1918- D  Fine  $15.00;  BU,  lightly  cleaned . 72.00 

1918- S  Borderline  Unc.  $59.00;  BU  $99.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 195.00 

1919  VG  $11.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  . 155.00 

1919- D  VG  $35.00;  EF  . 115.00 

191 9- S  VG  $37.00;  F-VF  . 65.00 

1920  Fine  $8.00;  Choice  BU . 145.00 

1920- D  Fine  $22.00;  F-VF  $29.00;  VF  $35.00;  Choice  BU  .  .225.00 

1920-S  VF  $20.00;  EF  $27.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $109-00;  Choice 


Brilliant  Uncirculated . 195.00 

1921  Scarce  date.  EF  $89.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .450.00 

1923  Fine  $8.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 59.00 

1923- S  EF  . 125.00 

1924  VG  . 5.00 

1924- D  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU . 145.00 

1924-S  Fine  $15.00;  AU  $55.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .119.00 

1925  EF  $25.00;  Choice  BU . 145.00 

1926  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU . 145.00 

1926-D  $75.00;  Choice  BU,  usual  strike  $119.00;  Choice  BU,  above 

average  strike  . 139.00 

1926- S  EF  $35.00;  Borderline  Unc.  $69.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated.  Scarce  in  higher  grades! . 249.00 

1927  BU  . 95.00 

1927- D  Low-mintage  issue.  Choice  BU  $169.00;  Gem  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1927- S  Good  . 5.00 

1928  EF  $25.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU . 145.00 

1928- D  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  $165.00;  Gem  BU . 189.00 

1928- S  EF  $25.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU . 145.00 

1929  AU  $45.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  . 145.00 

1929- D  Choice  BU  . 165.00 


1929- S  EF-AU  $35.00;  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  $145.00;  Gem  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  full  head.  Scarce  in  this  state  of  sharpness!  .  .349.00 

1930  EF  $25.00;  AU  $45.00;  Borderline  Unc.  $59.00;  BU  $95.00; 
Choice  BU  $145.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full  head  319.00 

1930- S  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  . 145.00 


Washington  Quarters  (1932  to  date) 


1932  Borderline  Unc.  $19.00;  BU  $23.00;  Choice  BU  ....  35.00 
1932-D  Scarce.  Good  $35.00;  G-VG  $39.00;  Exremely  Fine  .  95.00 
1932-S  Scarce.  F-VF  $45.00;  VF  $55.00;  EF  $65.00;  AU  .  .  85.00 

1934  Choice  BU  . !8-00 

1934-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 110.00 

1935  Borderline  Unc.  $10.00;  BU  $13.00;  Choice  BU  ....  17.00 


1935-D  Choice  BU . 

1935-S  Choice  BU  $69.00;  Gem  BU 
1936  Choice  BU  $17.00;  Gem  BU 


115.00 

79.00 

20.00 


CHARGE  ANY  PURCHASE! 

Any  item  in  the  “Rare  Coin  Review”  may  be  charged  to  your 
Master  Charge  account  by  sending  us  all  of  the  information  in  raised 
print  on  your  card.  In  this  way  convenient  time  payments  can  be 
arranged  through  your  local  bank. 
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1936-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 325.00 

1936- S  BU  $49.00;  Choice  BU  . 59.00 

1937- D  Choice  BU  . 30.00 

1937- S  Lower-mintage  issue.  Choice  BU  . 90.00 

1938  Scarce.  Bl  $42.00;  Choice  BU  $52.50;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 59.00 

1938- S  BU,  tiny  planchet  flaw  $29.00;  BU  $32.00;  Choice  BU  $45.00; 

Gem  BU  . 55.00 


1939  Borderline  Unc.  $6.00;  BU,  planchet  flaw  $7.00;  BU  $8.00; 


Choice  BU  . 10.00 

1939-D  Borderline  Unc.  $12.00;  BU  $15.00;  Choice  BU  $22.00;  Gem 
BU  . 25.00 

1939- S  BU  $36.00;  Choice  BU . 45.00 

1940  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $12.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $22.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 29.00 

1940- D  Scarce  among  Washington  quarters  of  the  1940s.  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 52.50 

1940- S  Choice  BU  . 17.00 

1941  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 29.00 

1941- D  Choice  BU  . 18.00 

1942  Brilliant  Proof  $22.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 29.00 

1942- S  Choice  BU  . 40.00 

1946-S  BU,  some  planchet  damage  $2.00;  Choice  BU  . 4.25 

1949  Choice  BU  . 14.00 

1949-D  BU,  heavy  scratches  $2.00;  Choice  BU  . 7.50 

1951-S  BU,  bagmarks  $5.00;  Choice  BU  . 10.00 


Half  Dollars 

1795  First  design  of  the  series,  used  only  in  1794  and  1795,  with 
flowing  hair.  Variety  with  two  leaves  under  each  wing.  Abt.  Good 
$49.00;  Good  $225.00;  Fine-Very  Fine  . 495.00 


1805  Draped  Bust/Heraldic  Eagle.  Another  quite  elusive  type  coin  in 
Mint  State.  Ours,  however,  is  not  merely  Mint  State  but  very,  very 
select.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  with  a  full  strike.  These  early 
silver  coins  are  not  often  encountered  in  any  grade  even  approaching 
that  of  the  presently  offered  specimen  .  7900.00 


Marvelous  1805  Half  Dollar 


1806  Round  top  6.  Very  Good . 65.00 

1806  Pointed  6.  Stem  through  claw.  VF-EF  $249.00;  EF  .  .  .375.00 


Very  Rare  1796  Half  Dollar 


1796  Draped  Bust/Small  Eagle.  Perhaps  the  rarest  “type”  coin,  struck 
only  during  1796  and  1797,  both  dates  being  so  rare  that  even 
advanced  collectors  seldom  have  a  chance  to  obtain  a  specimen 
outside  of  the  context  of  a  major  auction— where  the  bidding  often 
results  in  a  very  hi^i  price.  We  believe  that  the  specimen  we  offer,  an 
attractive  Very  Fine  coin,  represents  a  fine  opportunity  for  the 
careful  collector  or  investor  seeking  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  United 


States  coins .  9500.00 


1802  VF/F  . 295.00 

1803  Small  3  in  date.  This  is  the  scarcer  of  the  two  date -size  varieties  of 

this  year.  Fine . 199.00 

1805/4  Overdate.  Extremely  Fine  . 499.00 

1805  Very  Good  $75.00;  Extremely  Fine  . 375.00 


“Dear  Sirs: 

Since  reading  Mr.  Ruddy’s  ‘Photograde’,  and  learning  of  Bowers  and 
Ruddy’s  reputation,  I  have  more  than  faith  in  ordering  from  Bowers 
and  Ruddy  Galleries.  A  good  example  was  the  Vt  cent  piece  I  ordered  — 
the  coin  was  beautiful.  I  was  most  pleased  with  this  coin  and  I  certainly 
want  to  thank  you  for  the  service.  Again,  I  wish  to  give  my  appreciation 
in  doing  business  with  you.”  —  an  unsolicited  testimonial  from  H.D.B. 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


1806  Pointed  6,  stem  not  extending  through  the  claw  of  the  eagle.  An 
attractive  type  coin  grading  Brilliant  Uncirculated  ....  2750.00 


Choice  Uncirculated  1806  Half  Dollar 


1806  Variety  with  pointed  6  and  the  stem  extending  through  the 
eagle’s  claw.  Penultimate  year  of  issue  of  the  Draped  Bust/Heraldic 
Eagle  type,  and  a  simply  superb  specimen!  Choice  Uncirculated  with 
blue  and  golden  toning,  very  pretty  and  a  candidate  for  a  first-rate 
set .  7500.00 


1807  Heraldic  eagle,  draped  bust  style  as  used  in  the  first  part  of  this 
year.  Very  Fine  $189.00;  AU  . 695.00 


Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars,  Lettered  Edge  (1807-1836) 

1807  Capped  bust  style.  Reverse  with  die  engraving  error— 50c  over 

20c!  About  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1808  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 199.00 

1809  AU,  with  attempted  puncture  on  reverse.  This  is  a  coin  with 
excellent  detail— just  right  for  someone  who  wants  a  nearly  Mint 
State  coin  at  a  savings  of  hundreds  of  dollars  below  what  a  BU  would 
cost  $125.00;  About  Uncirculated  $195.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
but  with  slight  planchet  lamination— an  excellent  buy  at  .  .249.00 

1810  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  an  outstanding  example  of  an  early  capped 


bust  half  dollar  . 495.00 

18.11/10  Punctuated  overdate.  Extremely  Fine  with  staple  scratch  on 

reverse  . 59.00 

1811  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A  prize  early  half  dollar  .695.00 
1814/3  Overdate.  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 199.00 
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1814  Borderline  Uncirculated 


199.00 


1815/2  Overdate.  The  “1815”  is  the  scarcest  individual  date  among  the 
avidly  collected  capped  bust  half  dollars.  This  is  a  beautiful 

Extremely  Fine  example  . 849.00 

1817/3  Overdate.  Fine-Very  Fine.  This  is  one  of  the  most  boldly 
defined  overdates  in  American  numismatics!  . 79.00 


1835  Very  Good  $27.00;  Very  Fine  $35.00;  EF  $55.00;  Choice 

BU  $695.00;  lovely  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 895.00 

1836  Capped  bust.  Lettered  edge.  Very  Good  $27.00;  Borderline 

Uncirculated  $199.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $395.00;  Choice  Bril¬ 
liant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 


Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars,  Reeded  Edge  (1836-1839) 


1818/7  Overdate.  Small  8.  About  Uncirculated  . 145.00 

1818  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 199.00 

1819/8  Yet  another  overdate!  This  is  an  outstanding  example  in  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated— one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this 
issue . 795.00 

1819  EF  $69.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  with  light  toning  .  .225.00 

1820  Scarce  date.  Square  base  2,  large  date.  Extremely  Fine  $89.00; 

Square  base  2,  no  knob.  Abt.  Uncirculated . 199.00 

1821  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 199.00 

1823  Patched  3  variety.  Very  Good . 35.00 

1823  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1824/1  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 395.00 

1824  Good  $17.00;  Very  Good  $29.00;  BU  $395.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated,  an  outstanding  example— perfect  for  the  advanced  type 
set . 695.00 

1825  About  Unrirculated  . 125.00 

1826  About  Uncirculated  $125.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .395.00 

1827  Square  base  2.  Very  Fine  $35.00;  EF  $55.00;  Borderline 

Uncirculated  . 199.00 

1828  Curl  base  2  with  knob.  Scarce  variety.  G-VG  $29.00;  VG  $35.00; 

Fine-Very  Fine  $45.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 350.00 

1828  Small  8,  square-base  2.  Large  letters.  Good  $17.00;  Very  Fine, 

some  minor  damage  $15.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .695.00 

1829/7  Overdate.  EF-AU  with  fantastic  toning  . 89.00 

1829  VF  $35.00;  EF  $55.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .695.00 

1830  Small  0.  Very  Fine  $35.00;  AU  $125.00;  Gem  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 895.00 

1831  Very  Good  $27.00;  VF-EF  $45.00;  AU  $125.00;  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  $395.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .695.00 


1832  VG  $27.00;  Very  Fine  $35.00;  VF-EF  $45.00;  Borderline 

Uncirculated  $199.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $695.00;  Gem 
Brilliant  Uncirculated— a  beauty  . 895.00 

1833  EF-AU  $89.00;  AU  $125.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .395.00 

1834  Small  date,  small  stars,  small  letters.  Fine  $29.00;  Very  Fine 

$35.00;  EF-AU  $89.00;  AU  $125.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated 

$199.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $395.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 695.00 

1834  Large  date,  large  letters.  An  exceptional  example  of  the  capped 
bust  half  in  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 895.00 


DO  BUSINESS  WHERE  BUSINESS  IS  BEING  DONE! 

Do  business  where  business  is  being  done.  Do  business  with 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc.  Our  large  inventory  and  high 
volume  of  sales  enables  us  to  conduct  business  very  efficiently,  with 
very  little  overhead  expense  per  coin.  This  results  in  really  excellent 
values  for  you!  _ 


1837  Capped  bust  half  dollar.  Reeded  edge.  Very  Good  $32.00;  Fine 

$42.00;  Very  Fine  $65.00;  Extremely  Fine  $165.00;  AU  $325.00; 
Borderline  Uncirculated  $469.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a 
lovely  specimen  .  1395.00 

1838  With  denomination  on  reverse  spelled  as  HALF  DOL.,  as  used 

only  in  1838  and  1839.  Fine  $42.00;  VF  $65.00;  VF-EF  $109.00; 
Extremely  Fine  $165.00;  EF-AU  $195.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated 
$469.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1395.00 


Possibly  Unique  1839  50c  Variety 


1839  Bust  type  half  dollar  with  small  letters  reverse  (as  used  on 
1839-1841  Liberty  seated  coins).  This  important  coin,  which  traces 
its  pedigree  to  our  Scott  Collection  sale,  constitutes  a  major  variety 
in  the  half  dollar  series.  It  is  presently  unlisted  in  the  Guide  Book 
and  other  standard  references,  a  situation  which  in  a  way  is 
beneficial,  for  not  a  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
variety  thus  far. 

The  obverse  is  that  of  the  standard  1839  draped  bust  style.  The 
reverse,  however,  does  not  employ  the  usual  style  found  on  this  piece 
but,  rather,  has  the  small-letters  reverse  as  used  with  Liberty  seated 
half  dollars  1839-1841.  Unlike  the  regular  1839  bust  type  half  dollar 
reverse,  this  1839  has  a  smaller  and  more  delicate  eagle  and  has 
smaller  letters  around  the  periphery. 

This  coin  is  in  Very  Fine  grade  (with  some  surface  marks)  and  was 
apparently  released  into  circulation  to  serve  as  a  currency  medium,  as 
opposed  to  having  been  struck  as  a  pattern.  So  far  as  we  know,  the 
present  coin  is  absolutely  unique  and  is  now  available  for  .  >  500.00 


1839  Bust.  VF  $65.00;  Extremely  Fine  . 165.00 
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1839- 0  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  2250.00 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  (1839-1891) 

1840  Liberty  seated.  About  Uncirculated  . 139.00 

1840- 0  AU,  with  usual  strike  . 109.00 

1841  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Some  light  roughness  in  the  die.  A  nice 
coin,  and  one  for  which  complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed!  375.00 

1841- 0  Very  Fine  . 35.00 

1842  Medium  date.  About  Uncirculated . 139.00 

1843  EF  $65.00;  Lustrous  AU  . 139.00 

1843- 0  Extremely  Fine . 65.00 

1844  AU,  a  few  rim  nicks  . 75.00 

1844- 0  Extremely  Fine  $65.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .369.00 

1845  Toned  Uncirculated,  with  lovely  iridescent  toning  .  .  .369.00 

1845- 0  About  Uncirculated  . 139.00 

1846/5-0  Overdate.  Extremely  Fine  . 125.00 

1846  over  horizontal  6.  Good  $39.00;  Extremely  Fine  .  .  .  .175.00 

1846  Tall  date.  AU,  cleaned  . 99.00 

1847  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  An  important  19th-century  silver 

rarity  so  beautifully  preserved.  Seldom  seen  so  nice  .  .  .  .695.00 

1847- 0  AU  $139.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Very  elusive  in  this 

outstanding  state  of  preservation!  .  695  00 

1848  VF-EF  . 45.00 

1848- 0  VF-EF  $45.00;  EF-AU . 85.00 

1849  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1849- 0  Extremely  Fine . 65.00 

1850  Scarce.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 950.00 

1850- 0  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Superb  and  scarce  .  .  .995.00 

1851- 0  Extremely  Fine . 65.00 


1853  Arrows  at  date;  rays  on  reverse.  Style  minted  only  in  1853.  G-VG 

$17.00;  EF  $239.00;  EF-AU  $325.00;  AU  $595.00;  Borderline 
Uncirculated  $795.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $1695.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated .  4300.00 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  rays.  VF-EF  . 99.00 

1854  Arrows  at  date.  EF  $79.00;  EF-AU  $119.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 495.00 

1854- 0  Arrows.  Good  $12.50;VF-EF  $49.00;  Extremely  Fine  $79.00; 

AU,  a  few  rim  nicks  $129.00;  AU  $225.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated 
with  beautiful  toning . 295.00 

1855  Very  Good  $19.00;  Extremely  Fine  . 79.00 


1855-0  Very  Fine  $39.00;  BU,  cleaned  $299.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  .  1050.00 


f 


Gem  Proof  1855-S  Half  Dollar 


1855-S  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  Struck  in  Proof  condition  for  presenta¬ 
tion  purposes  to  mark  the  first  coinage  of  this  denomination  at  the 
new  San  Francisco,  California,  Mint.  Apparently  only  several  pieces 
were  struck  (in  contradistinction  to  the  1838-0  half  dollar  which 
was  struck  for  the  same  purpose  but  to  the  extent  of  20  pieces).  One 
of  these  was  sent  in  1855  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  Cabinet  (the 
beginning  of  the  National  Coin  Collection)  by  San  Francisco  Mint 
Superintendent  Birdsall.  How  many  others  exist?  It  is  not  known  for 
certain.  Our  estimate  is  that  perhaps  two  additional  ones  are  known, 
including  the  piece  we  here  offer  for  sale. 

A  piece  in  the  Farish  Baldenhofer  Sale  in  1955  and  one  in  the 
M.H.  Bolender  sale  of  1955,  one  of  which  may  very  well  be  this  same 
coin,  are  the  only  other  citations  known  to  us.  In  any  event,  the 
piece  is  of  extreme  rarity. 

The  coin  we  offer  is  superbly  struck  and  is  outstanding  in  every 
respect.  No  finer  1855-S  half  dollar  could  or  does  exist.  For  the  half 
dollar  specialist  or  the  connoisseur  of  things  fine  in  numismatics,  this 
represents  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  just  ....  15,000.00 


1856  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1856-0  EF  $55.00;  EF-AU  $75.00;  Choice  BU  . 695.00 


1857  Fine,  edge  cut  $8.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $695.00; 
Choice  Proof  with  lovely  lilac,  magenta,  and  iridescent  toning.  A 
superb  coin  from  an  old-time  collection.  The  number  of  known 
Proofs  of  the  year  1857  is  nowhere  recorded,  but  we  would  estimate 
a  figure  in  the  range  of  two  dozen.  Certainly  none  could  exceed  the 
present  specimen  in  quality.  It  was  not  until  1858  that  Proofs  were 
first  generally  sold  to  collectors  (in  1858  80  silver  sets  were  sold).  A 


major  opportunity  for  the  half  dollar  specialist  .  1950.00 

1857-S  Fine,  some  tooling  in  field  . 25.00 


1858  EF-AU  $75.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $195.00;  BU  $369.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $695.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof— one  of 
just  80  Proofs  struck  in  this  long-ago  year,  and  one  of  probably  no 
more  than  30  to  40  Proofs  extant  today,  none  of  which  could  be 
finer  than  this  magnificent  specimen  .  1395.00 

1858-0  Good  $9.00;  Very  Fine  $25.00;  EF  $55.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1 858-  S  Very  Fine  . 40.00 

1859  Brilliant  Proof  . 650.00 

1859- S  Fine . 25.00 

1860  Extremely  Fine . 55.00 
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“ Your  Friends  in  the  Rare  Coin  Business” 


1860-0  VG  $15.00;  EF  $55.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Unc . 695.00 

1860- S  Very  Good  . 16.00 

1861  Extremely  Fine  $55.00;  AU  $129.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$369.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar.  1879  restrike  by  J.W. 
Scott  (see  page  249  of  the  Guide  Book).  Lovely  Extremely  Fine.  Just 
purchased  by  us,  and  priced  to  sell  quickly  for  just  .  .  .  .695.00 
1861  Confederate  States  of  America  reverse  combined  with  the  Scott 
token.  See  right-hand  illustration  on  page  249  of  the  Guide  Book. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Attractive  light  toning  . 295.00 

1861- 0  An  historic  coin— minted  just  before  the  Confederacy  took  over 

the  New  Orleans  Mint  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War.  Very  Good 
to  Fine  $17.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $369.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1861  VF-EF  $35.00;  EF  $55.00;  Choice  BU  . 695.00 

1862- S  Very  Good  $16.00;  Extremely  Fine  $55.00.  or  buy  three  for 

$150.00;  AU  $139.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 395.00 

1863  About  Uncirculated,  polished  $59.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 695.00 

1863- S  Very  Good  $16.00;  EF  $55.00;  EF-AU  $75.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1864- S  VG  $16.00;  Extremely  Fine . 55.00 


1865  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  with  some  matte-like  surface  areas— 

attractive  overall  $525.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 759.00 

1865- S  VF-EF  $39.00;  EF  $55.00;  EF-AU . 75.00 

1866  With  motto.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 639.00 

1866- S  With  motto.  VF  $25.00;  EF  $49.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 595.00 

1867  VG-F  $19.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 639.00 

1867- S  Fine  $19.00;  Extremely  Fine  $49.00,  or  three  for  $140.00; 

EF-AU . 75.00 

1868- S  Extremely  Fine  $49.00  (three  for  $140.00);  AU  $129.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce  . 595.00 

1869  EF  $49.00;  EF-AU  $69.00;  AU  $109.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  $595.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 639.00 

1869- S  EF  $49.00;  AU  $129.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  595.00 

1870  Good  $12.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $595.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 639.00 

1870- CC  Fine-Very  Fine  . 325.00 

1870- S  Extremely  Fine  . 49.00 

1871  EF  $49.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 329.00 

1871- S  Very  Fine  $25.00;  Extremely  Fine  $49.00,  or  buv  three  for 

$140.00;  EF-AU . 75.00 

1872  EF  $49.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 639.00 

1872- S  Extremely  Fine  . 49.00 

1873  No  arrows.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 639.00 

1873  Arrows  at  date.  Good  $15.00;  Very  Good  $22.00;  F-VF  $45.00; 

VF  $79.00;  EF,  some  light  tooling  in  field  $119.00;  AU  .  .325.00 

1873- CC  Arrows.  Good  $35.00;  G-VG . 39.00 


18I6  Good  $l2-00;  VerV  Good  $15.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$595.00;  Choice  Proof  with  rainbow  toning  $639.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof .  nn 


1876-CC  EF-AU  $75.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $695.00;  Gem 
Brilliant  Uncirculated . 795.00 

1876- S  Very  Good  . 15.00 

1877  Good  $12.00;  EF-AU  $75.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$595.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $695.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof, 
with  tiny  obverse  defect  . 475.00 

1877- CC  Fine  $22.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 695.00 

1877-S  Very  Good  $15.00;  Very  Fine  $39.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 595.00 

1878  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $595.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $495.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 639.00 


1879  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $595.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$795.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $525.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $695.00; 
Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 795.00 

1880  Scarce  date,  as  are  all  half  dollar  issues  of  the  1880’s.  Very  Good 

$125.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 695.00 

1881  Good  $95.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 695.00 

1882  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $695.00;  Gem  Proof,  with  lovely  blue 

toning  . 795.00 

1884  Choice  Proof,  with  iridescent  toning  $695.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Proof  . 695.00 

1887  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 695.00 

1888  Brilliant  Proof  . 525.00 

1889  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $795.00;  Choice  Proof  with 

lavender  and  blue  toning  . 695.00 

1890  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  prooflike  . 850.00 

1891  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $329.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$595.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $495.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .639.00 


Barber  Half  Dollars  (1892-1915) 

1892  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $659.00;  Choice  Proof  with  light 
toning  $750.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 750.00 


1874  Arrows.  Good  $15.00,  or  buy  three  for  $39.00;  Very  Good 

$22.00;  Fine  $39.00;  VF-EF  $125.00;  EF-AU  $235.00;  BU 
$575.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $1395.00;  Proof  with  attrac¬ 
tive  deep  toning  $925.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  1895.00 

1875  Good  $12.00;  AU  $109.00;  BU  $329.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  $595.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $695.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof . 639.00 

1875-S  EF  $49.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 595.00 


1892- 0  Scarce!  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated .  1095.00 

1893  Choice  BU  $659.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 750.00 

1893- S  Very  Good  . 52.00 

1894  Choice  BU  $659.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 750.00 

1895  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 249.00 

189SO  AbL  Uncirculated . 195.00 

1895- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . "  95.00 

1896- S  G/AG  $29.00;  Fine  . 69.00 
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1897  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $659.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


with  light  golden  toning . 750.00 

1899  Very  Fine  $35.00;  BU,  lightly  cleaned  $315.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  $659.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 750.00 

1900  Extremely  Fine  $99.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 750.00 

1900-S  VF-EF  $69.00;  Extremely  Fine  . 99.00 

1901  Brilliant  Proof  $525.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof . 895.00 

1902  Very  Fine  $35.00;  BrUliant  Proof  . 525.00 

1903  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 895.00 

1904- 0  Scarce.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 550.00 

1905  Impaired  Proof,  now  equal  in  sharpness  to  an  AU  coin  .249.00 

1905- 0  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 995.00 

1906  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $659.00;  Brilliant  Proof  .  .525.00 

1906- D  EF-AU  $159.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .659.00 

1906- 0  Extremely  Fine . 99.00 

1907  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $339.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$659.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 795.00 

1907- D  VF-EF  $69.00;  EF  $99.00;  Choice  BU  . 659.00 

1907-0  Brilliant  Uncirculated  with  some  bagmarks  $295.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 659.00 

1907- S  Extremely  Fine  . 99.00 

1908  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  light  toning . 339.00 

1908- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 659.00 

1908-0  Good  . 5.00 

1909  Choice  BU  $659.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  with  light  peripheral 

toning  $750.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 750.00 


1910  Scarce  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 825.00 

1910-S  Extremely  Fine  . 99.00 

1911  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $339.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .750.00 

1912  Borderline  Uncirculated  $249.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $339.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $659.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $525.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 750.00 

1912-D  EF-AU  $159.00;  AU  $195.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$659.00;  Choice  BU,  prooflike . 695.00 


1913  Rare  date.  AG-Good  $9.50;  Very  Good  $22.00;  Choice  Brilliant 


Proof.  A  prize  coin!  . 795.00 

191 3-D  About  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1914  Very  Good . 29.00 

1915  Very'  scarce  low-mintage  date.  G-VG  $22.00;  Very  Good  $29.00; 
Choice  Proof  with  beautiful  blue  and  golden  toning  .  .  .  .895.00 

1915-D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 339.00 

191 5-S  Good  $5.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $249.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 339.00 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars  (1916-1947) 

1916  BU,  reverse  has  been  cleaned  $165.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 359.00 

1916-D  Borderline  Uncirculated  $159.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$225.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 350.00 

1916- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 625.00 

1917  AU  $35.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 125.00 

1917- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 189.00 

1918  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full  strike  . 450.00 

A  A  1 

yryrk 


Your  best  source  for  quality:  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 


1918-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $895.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  with  full  thumb.  Head  above  average.  Scarce  .  .  .  .995.00 
191 8-S  EF-AU  $55.00;  AU  $69.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $125.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 395.00 


1919  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A  sharp  strike  and  rare  so  well  made. 


A  real  opportunity  at  .  1595.00 

1919-S  Fine-Very  Fine  . 35.00 


1920  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  lovely  coin  . 350.00 


1927-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $750.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 


culated— with  sharp  strike !  850.00 

1929-D  Abt.  Uncirculated . 75.00 

1929-S  Extremely  Fine  . 25.00 

1934  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 39.00 

1934-D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 275.00 

1934- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 575.00 

1935  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 30.00 

1935- D  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 75.00 

1935- S  Choice  BU,  but  with  scratch  on  obverse  $165.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 359.00 

1936  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 29.00 

1936- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 145.00 

1936- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $89.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$250.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 275.00 

1937  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 249.00 

1937- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $175.00;  Choice  BU  . 279.00 

1937-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 249.00 

1938  BU,  small  rim  nick  $35.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $49.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 195.00 


1938- D  Low  mintage  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $425.00;  Gem 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 469.00 

1939  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 175.00 

1939- D  BU,  rim  nicks . 25.00 

1940  Borderline  Uncirculated  $9.00;  B U,  with  slight  planchet  defect 

$12.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $29.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Proof— nice! . 165.00 
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1940- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  usual  strike  for  issue  $35.00; 

Choice  BU,  sharp!  . 45.00 

1941  Borderline  Uncirculated  $9.00;  BU,  planchet  defect  $9.00;  Choice 

BU  $17.00;  Gem  BU  $20.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $110.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof . 165.00 

1941- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 32.00 

1941-S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $39.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$89.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  above  average  strike!  109.00 

1942  AU  $7.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $9.00;  BU,  planchet  defect 
$9.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $12.00;  Choice  BU  $17.00;  Gem 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  $20.00;  Proof,  lightly  cleaned  $75.00;  Choice 


Brilliant  Proof  $165.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 185.00 

1942- D  BU,  edge  nicks  $12.00;  Choice  BU . 27.00 

1943  Borderline  Uncirculated  $9.00;  Choice  BU  $17.00;  Gem  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 20.00 

1943- D  Choice  BU  $35.00;  Gem  BU  . 39.00 

1943-S  BU,  planchet  defect  $15.00;  Choice  BU . 25.00 

1944  Borderline  Uncirculated  $9.00;  Choice  BU  . 17.00 

1945  Borderline  Uncirculated  $9.00;  Choice  BU  . 17.00 

1945-D  BU  $19.00;  Choice  BU . 22.00 

1945- S  BU,  some  defects  $12.00;  BU  $18.00;  Choice  BU  $24.00;  Gem 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 29.00 

1946  Abt.  Uncirculated . 7.00 

1946- D  Lowest  mintage  date  in  the  1940’s.  BU,  minor  defect  $12.00; 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  $19.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  25.00 

1946- S  BU  $22.00;  Choice  BU  $30.00;  Gem  BU  . 35.00 

1947  Choice  BU  $25.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 30.00 

1947- D  Choice  BU  $25.00,  or  buy  10  for  $239.00;  Gem  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 30.00 


Franklin  Half  Dollars  (1948-1963) 


1948  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 10.00 

1948- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 9.00 

1949  Scarce.  BU,  ^cratches  $15.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  30.00 

1949- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 30.00 

1949- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 55.00 

1950  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 26.00 

1950- D  BU,  some  heavy  bagmarks  . 12.00 

1951- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $27.00,  or  buy  10  for  .250.00 

1955  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 9.00 


VISIT  US! 

Visit  us  the  next  time  you  are  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  for  business 
or  pleasure.  We’re  open  Monday  through  Friday  from  9:30  to  noon; 
1  to  5  p.m.  As  rare  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults,  an  appointment  is 
recommended  so  we  can  have  a  selection  of  interesting  rare  coins  on 
hand  for  you  to  view. 


“Now  for  a  few  thoughts  on  what  I  think  (as  a  customer)  of 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc. 

(1)  Catalogues  and  printed  materials  are  outstanding! 

(2)  Service  is  excellent. 

(3)  Quality  of  coins  are  exactly  as  represented. 

(4)  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  in  my  dealings  with  your  company. 

(5)  Your  press  reputation  is  excellent. 

(6)  Your  philosophy  appears  to  be: 

A.  Provide  a  quality  product. 

B.  Charge  a  price  which  will  provide  your  company  with  a 

reasonable  profit. 

C.  Obtain  excellence  in  all  phases  of  the  business. 

D.  Satisfy  your  customers. 

It  is  truly  a  pleasure  to  witness  an  excellent  company  (Bowers 
and  Ruddy)  at  work  striving  for  perfection  in  this  day  and  age  of 
deception  and  deceit.  Looking  forward  to  a  long  and  personally 
gratifying  business  relationship  with  your  firm.”  —  an  unsolicited 
testimonial  from  F.B.  of  Shrewsbury,  Massachusetts 


Silver  Dollars 


America’s  First  Silver  Dollar 


1794  Flowing  Hair/Small  Eagle.  The  first  year  a  silver  dollar  was  issued 
in  the  United  States,  and  always  an  intriguing  coin  for  advanced 
collectors.  Only  1,758  silver  dollars  were  made  bearing  this  date, 
with  experts  today  estimating  that  only  100  or  so  survive  in  all 
grades. 

Most  1794  dollars  are  not  terribly  well  struck— most  show  real 
weakness  of  strike  on  the  left-hand  portion  of  the  obverse,  in  the 
first  eight  stars.  The  specimen  we  offer  here  is  a  happy  exception  in 
that  it  is  quite  well  struck,  with  all  of  the  stars  showing  clearly, 
despite  having  seen  some  circulation.  It’s  also  blessed  with  an  absence 
of  adjustment  marks,  so  often  seen  on  these  earliest  issues.  We  grade 
our  specimen  Very  Fine,  and  although  it  is  not  in  the  higher  reaches 
of  that  wide  grade  it  is  decidedly  enhanced  by  an  attractive 
pearl-gray  toning,  evenly  distributed  on  both  sides. 

Investment  tip:  for  the  first  time  ever,  a  monograph  devoted 
entirely  to  the  1794  silver  dollar  is  in  progress  by  a  careful 
researcher.  The  book  will  include  the  story  of  the  1794  dollar 
coinage  as  well  as  technical  data  and  the  known  provenance 
information  of  every  1794  dollar  in  known  hands  (the  specimen  we 
offer  here  has  already  been  photographed  and  recorded).  Publication 
of  detailed  information  on  any  series  or  issue  usually  stirs  interest, 
frequently  placing  considerable  collector  demand  on  the  available 
specimens.  With  so  few  1794  dollars  in  existence,  the  finer  ones  (as 
this)  should  be  the  most  wanted.  Perhaps  in  a  year  or  two  our 
current  price  will  seem  to  have  been  a  fantastic  bargain  14,995.00 


1795  Type  as  preceding.  Also  designed  by  Robert  Scot,  and  today  one 
of  the  most  wanted  of  silver  dollars.  We  offer  a  nice  selection.  \  ery 
Good  $395.00;  Fine  with  a  few  quite  light  marks  $515.00:  Fine 
$595.00;  pleasant  Fine-VF  $695.00;  Very  Fine,  lightly  toned 
$895.00;  VF-EF,  an  ideal  combination  of  relatively  high  grade,  giving 
considerable  detail,  and  reasonable  price  $1095.00;  Extremely  Fine, 
lightly  toned  and  handsome  $1850.00;  About  Uncirculated  with  nice 
fields  and  no  problems  of  any  kind.  Quite  scarce  in  this  state  of 
preservation,  sure  to  please  at  .  6500.00 


QUALITY,  VALUE,  SELECTION,  SERVICE 

These  and  many  other  features  are  yours  when  you  do  business 
with  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries.  1  ry  us  and  >ou  II  like  us! 
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V  irtually  Mint  State  1795 


1795  Flowing  Hair.  We  happen  to  have  two  equally  attractive 
Borderline  Uncirculated  specimens  of  this  scarce  type  coin  in  stock 
at  the  moment.  Each  is  well  struck  with  excellent  detail  in  the  hair 
and  on  the  eagle’s  breast.  Each  is  centered  on  the  planchet.  Each  has 
lovely  fields— free  from  marks  and  adjustment  marks.  One  is  toned  a 
medium  gray,  while  the  other  is  silvery.  Either  one  .  .  .  7900.00 


Prooflike  BU  1795  Dollar 


1795  Flowing  Hair.  Normally  one  would  be  very  lucky  to  have  even  an 
Extremely  Fine  example  of  this  early  silver  dollar,  but  here  we  have  a 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  with  somewhat  prooflike  fields  and  only  minor 
friction  on  the  high  points.  The  coin  has  a  good  strike,  is  nicely 
centered  on  both  sides,  has  real  clear  edge  inscription,  and  has  not  a 
single  surface  problem!  Considerable  lustre  remains  on  the  major 
portion  of  the  surfaces.  In  short,  it’s  a  delightful  coin,  a  really  lovely 
coin,  a  coin  of  which  any  owner  might  be  proud!  Inexpensive,  really, 
at  .  11,500.00 


Bowers  and  Ruddy  Gallereis,  Inc. 

-COMPLETE  NUMISMATIC  SERVICE- 

We  invite  you  to  subscribe  to  our  complete  numismatic  service. 
Complete  subscription  information  appears  on  page  2  of  this 
catalogue.  We  have  two  main  divisions: 

First,  we  bring  you  regular  issues  of  the  “Rare  Coin  Review”  plus 
other  offerings  via  our  frequent  “Special  Coin  Letter”  and  advertise¬ 
ments  in  leading  numismatic  publications,  attendance  at  coin 
conventions,  our  want  list  service,  and  so  on.  Buying  by  mail  from 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  is  an  enjoyable  and  easy  way  to  build  a 
collection  for  pleasure  or  investment. 

Second,  we  regularly  conduct  combined  mail  and  public  auction 
sales  of  rare  United  States  and  world  coins— featuring  outstanding 
collections 

Subscribe  today— and  you’ll  be  assured  of  receiving  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  catalogues  as  they  are  issued. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1795  Dollar 


1795  Flowing  Hair.  We  are  happy  to  present  one  of  the  finest  known 
Flowing  Hair  type  silver  dollars!  We  offer  an  incredible  coin— sharply 
struck,  in  fact  so  sharply  struck  that  the  smallest  details  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  tresses  and  even  on  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers  are  in 
evidence.  The  striking  process  was  next  to  perfection:  the  denticles 
are  clear  and  deep,  both  sides  are  exactly  centered  (from  a  perfect 
alignment  of  the  dies  on  the  press),  and  the  pressure  applied  for  the 
strike  produced  the  excellent  detail  already  mentioned  plus  squarish 
rims.  Better  yet,  the  planchet  was  a  wonderful  one,  all  things 
considered:  although  it  has  two  tiny,  tiny  indentations  (really  spots 
in  the  blank  where  the  metal  cooled  and  left  a  tiny  bubble)— one  on 
each  side— its  surfaces  and  color  were  otherwise  marvelous!  The 
faintest  sort  of  adjustment  marks  are  barely  visible  in  a  couple  of 
places  in  the  denticles. 

By  even  the  most  conservative  estimates,  this  coin  is  Choice 
Uncirculated  and  has  a  most  enhancing  pale  golden  toning  over  a 
satiny  lustre.  It’s  just  a  beautiful  coin!  For  the  type  collector  seeking 
a  splendid  coin  at  an  attractive  price,  or  for  the  specialized  Bust 
dollar  collector  (this  specimen  is  B-3,  a  rarity-4  item  in  any  grade), 
this  specimen  should  be  irresistible  at  .  17,500.00 


Gem  Uncirculated  1795  Flowing  Hair 


1795  Flowing  Hair.  If  we  didn’t  have  the  two  coins  in  front  of  us,  we 
would  swear  that  no  finer  specimen  could  exist  than  the  preceding 
coin,  but  here’s  an  even  better  one  (though  not  by  much). 
Bolender-5.  This  variety  has  a  somewhat  smaller  head,  therefore 
broader  obverse  field,  than  the  preceding  coin.  It’s  as  well  struck  on 
the  head,  better  on  the  stars,  but  the  eagle’s  breast  is  just  slightly 
fainter  (after  all,  you  can’t  have  everything  perfectly  struck  on  these 
early  pieces).  Excellently  centered,  with  square  edges.  Very  light 
adjustment  marks  all  but  made  invisible  by  the  lovely  medium-gra\ 
toning.  Gem  Uncirculated  and  a  super  opportunity  at  .  19,500.0( 


1795  Draped  Bust/Small  Eagle.  Attractive  Fine,  light  toning  .535.00 

1796  Type  as  preceding.  A  scarce  date.  Good/ About  Good  S250.00; 

Good  $339.00;  Very  Good  $350.00;  EF-AU,  nicely  struck  and 
pleasing  .  1550.00 

1797  Another  scarce  date  of  this  type.  Stars  arranged  9x7,  large 
letters.  Very  Good  to  Fine  $425.00;  Very  Fine,  attractive  .625.00 
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QUALITY,  VALUE,  SELECTION,  and  SERVICE 


Nearly  Uncirculated  Brilliant  1797  Dollar 


1797  Stars  10  x  6.  Even  though  we  have  seen  higher  grade  Bust  dollars, 
we  have  to  admit  that  few  have  been  more  visually  appealing  than 
this  1797  coin.  It’s  a  scarce  date  in  any  grade,  rare  in  this  splendid 
state  of  preservation:  Brilliant  Borderline  Uncirculated.  It’s  centered, 
well  struck  for  the  issue,  and  on  an  excellent  planchet.  Most  of  the 
lustre  on  the  coin  is  centered  around  the  eagle  and  Miss  Liberty, 
producing  a  most  desirable  effect!  It’s  an  ethereal  quality  which  must 
be  seen  to  be  appreciated  fully— which  you  can  do  for  .  .  4500.00 


1799  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Well  struck  on  a  lovely  planchet.  A 
rare  and  exceptional  Bust  dollar  by  anyone’s  standards  .  .  9950.00 


Choice  BU  1799  Silver  Dollar 


1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  First  year  of  this  type.  Pleasant  Fine  $439.00; 
Very  Fine  $525.00;  Extremely  Fine,  a  fairly  high  grade  for  a  Bust 
dollar  . 825.00 


1800  Very  Good  $295.00;  Fine  $425.00;  Very  Fine  $525.00;  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine  $825.00;  sharp  About  Uncirculated  .  1395.00 

1800  AMERICAI  variety  (the  famous  “misspelling”  is  no  more  than  a 
die  crack  following  the  final  A  in  the  reverse  legend.)  Fine  $425.00; 
About  Uncirculated  with  light-gray  toning .  1395.00 


1801  Beautifully  toned  Borderline  Uncirculated,  a  simply  superb  coin 

for  the  money.  In  fact,  one  couldn’t  hope  for  much  more  in  placing  a 
first-rate  Bust  dollar  into  an  advanced  type  set  .  2500.00 

1802/1  Very  Fine  $575.00;  VF-EF  . 695.00 

1802  Good  $295.00;  Fine  $425.00;  Very  Fine,  a  third  pleasing  1802 

dollar  . 525.00 


Gobrecht  Silver  Dollars  (1836-1839) 


1799/8  Rare  overdate.  Pleasant  Fine  with  attractive  light  toning  425.00 
1799  Struck  during  the  year  of  George  Washington’s  death,  and  desired 
by  some  collectors  because  of  this  historical  association.  Others  just 
like  the  date.  Good  $295.00;  Very  Good  $325.00;  Fine  $425.00; 
Fine  to  Very  Fine  $450.00;  Very  Fine  $525.00;  Extremely  Fine 
$825.00;  About  Uncirculated,  a  scarce  grade,  appealing  .  1395.00 


ENJOYMENT 

We  think  you’ll  enjoy  doing  business  with  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries.  We  treat  you  as  we  would  like  to  be  treated  ourselves.  In 
today’s  world  of  impersonality  we  think  you’ll  find  doing  business 
with  B&R  to  be  refreshingly  different.  We  enjoy  working  with  coins 
a  lot,  and  by  means  of  the  “Rare  Coin  Review”  we  share  our 
enjoyment  with  you.  “Your  friends  in  the  rare  coin  business”  is  the 
little  motto  we’ve  been  using  for  quite  some  time  now— and  we 
think  it  is  meaningful.  For  a  friendly  and  enjoyable  transaction 
combined  with  the  quality  and  value  of  coins  you’ve  been  hoping 
for,  try  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries.  There’s  a  real  difference! 


1836  Gobrecht  dollar.  Plain  edge;  name  on  base;  stars  in  reverse  field. 
Very  Fine,  with  medium  gray  toning.  Quite  a  pleasant  example  with 
excellent  surfaces  and  a  few  tiny  rim  dings  $1795.00;  Extremely 
Fine,  excellent  surfaces  and  rims.  Light  gray  toning.  A  super  EF! 
$2100.00;  AU,  light  reverse  scratch.  An  excellent  obverse,  and  again. 


light  gray  toning  $2250.00;  AU  .  2450.00 

Liberty  Seated  Silver  Dollars  (1840-1873) 

1840  VF-EF,  light  gray  toning  . 145.00 


1841  VF  $115.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Usual  weak  strike,  but  quite 

attractive  overall . 495.00 

1842  Fine  $85.00;  attractive  silvery  Very  Fine  $115.00;  Brilliant 

Uncirculated,  nicely  struck  and  with  lovely  tields.  Rare  in  this  grade. 
Choice  but  for  an  old  light  cleaning . 595.00 


1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  This  is  a  wonderfully  preserved  example  of  the 
third  and  last  type  of  Bust  dollar,  that  with  the  Flowing  Hair  obverse 
and  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  In  a  grade  which  few  collectors  have 
ever  seen  among  this  early  dollar  type.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  with 
excellent  fields,  rims,  and  color.  For  someone’s  truly  advanced  type 
set .  4900.00 


Brilliant  Uncirculated  1798  Dollar 
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1843  \  G  $69.00;  silvery  VF-EF  $139.00;  EF,  silvery  and  somewhat 

prooflike  $159.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated,  brilliant  —  somewhat 
prooflike.  A  great  buy  at  . 339.00 

1844  Extremely  F  ine,  toned  black  and  with  a  small  rim  bump  on  the 

reverse.  Still,  a  well-struck  example  for  . 175.00 

1845  Low  mintage  date.  G-VG  $75.00;  VF-EF,  lightly  toned  and 

pleasant  for  the  grade . 159.00 

1846  \  G  $69.00;  VF,  scratches  $75.00;  lightly  toned  VF,  attractive 

$115.00;  VF-EF,  an  especially  sharp  coin!  $139.00;  EF,  lightly 
toned  and  really  handsome  for  the  grade  $159.00;  BU,  heavily 
bagmarked.  A  good  strike  and  way  above  average  . 395.00 

1846-0  VG,  cleaned  . 115.00 

1847  Very  Fine,  a  gray  toned  beauty!  $1 15.00;  Extremely  Fine,  a  nice 

strike,  with  light  toning . 159.00 

1848  Scarce  date.  VF-EF,  nice  surfaces  and  strike.  With  lovely  rainbow 
toning  You  couldn’t  want  a  nicer  1848  dollar  for  the  grade  159.00 


1849  VF  $145.00;  attractive  VF-EF,  lightly  toned  $179.00;  really 
sharp  EF,  with  medium  gray  toning  $195.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  a  scarce  date  in  rare  condition!  Wonderful  surfaces  and 
strike.  A  coin  from  an  old-time  collection  featuring  lovely  blue 

peripheral  toning  .  1395.00 

1850-0  Rare.  VF,  well-struck.  Excellent  for  the  grade  .  .  .  .495.00 
1853  Extremely  Fine,  a  good  strike,  but  with  an  “S”  scratched  into  the 

reverse  surface . 109.00 

1856  VF,  scratches . 89.00 

1859-0  VG  $69.00;  AU  $295.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $339.00; 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  lovely  reverse  $525.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  $925.00;  superb  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  above 

average  for  this  date!  .  1095.00 

1859-S  A  low  mintage  date  which  is  rare  in  all  grades.  Good  $109.00; 
Very  Good  $139.00;  Very  Fine,  some  marks  . 115.00 


1860  Very  scarce  date  as  a  non-Proof.  Extremely  Fine.  A  sharp  strike 
with  lovely  peripheral  toning  and  attractive  surfaces.  A  real  buy  at 
$159.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  good  strike  and  lovely  fields.  Quite 
rare  in  BU.  $695.00;  Toned  Proof,  light  gray  with  gold  hues.  Slight 
softness  of  strike.  A  beautiful  coin!  $1195.00;  Brilliant  Proof 
$1195.00;  Choice  Proof  with  rainbow  toning  $1495.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof .  1495.00 

1860-0  Fine  $85.00;  F-VF  $95.00;  VF  $115.00;  AU,  cleaned  $165.00; 
sharply  struck  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $525.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 925.00 


“Dear  Sirs, 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  the  balance  due  on  my  Collec¬ 
tion/Investment  Program  account.  Because  I  cannot  afford  the 
amount  of  the  shipment  on  a  regular  basis,  I  was  going  to  make  it  a 
one  time  trial.  When  I  saw  the  coins,  I  decided  to  stay  with  the 
program.  The  coins  were  amazing.  What  else  can  I  say  about  them? 
Thanks  again  for  the  great  selection.”  —  an  unsolicited  testimonial 
from  M.P.  of  Mission  Hills,  California 


1861  VF  with  a  rim  dent,  but  otherwise  quite  nice  $105.00;  Brilliant 
Proof,  lovely  peripheral  toning  $1195.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof, 
superb! .  1495.00 

1863  BU,  lightly  cleaned  $425.00;  impaired  Brilliant  Proof,  with 

evidence  of  contact  marks;  not  unappealing!  . 750.00 

1864  Scarce  date.  VG  $109.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  impaired  $750.00; 

Brilliant  Proof  with  heavy  mint  caused  striations  on  obverse  $995.00; 
Choice  Proof,  attractively  toned.  A  gorgeous  coin!  $1595.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof .  1595.00 

1865  Scarce.  G-VG  $69.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  slight 

weakness  in  strike.  A  very  scarce  business  strike  with  nice  fields. 
$795.00;  impaired  Brilliant  Proof.  A  super  sharp  strike  characteristic 
of  a  Proof,  but  with  hairlines  and  contact  marks  on  the  surfaces.  An 


inexpensive  way  to  obtain  a  high-grade,  no-motto  dollar  .  .595.00 

1866  Attractive  Extremely  Fine,  well  struck  . 159.00 

1867  Scarce  date!  Extremely  Fine  . 159.00 


1868  VG-Fine  $75.00;  AU,  light  gray  and  attractive  $295.00;  Brilliant 
Proof  $1195.00;  Choice  Proof  with  bluish-gold  toning  .  .  1495.00 
1870  VF,  minor  rim  nicks  $89.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  1495.00 
1870-CC  The  first  Carson  City  Mint  silver  dollar.  Good  .  .  .  .109.00 


1871  Good  $65.00;  Very  Good  $69.00;  Fine  $85.00;  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  $625.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $1050.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  1495.00 

1872  Not  so  common!  Good  $65.00;  Very  Good  $69.00;  Fine  $85.00; 

Very  Fine  $115.00;  Proof,  light  hairlines  $795.00;  Brilliant  Proof, 
cleaned  $795.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  1495.00 

1872-S  Just  9,000  struck!  Fine,  with  medium  gray  toning.  Excellent  for 
the  grade  . 145.00 

1873  Last  year  of  the  Liberty  seated  silver  dollar.  VG  $69.00;  VF 

$125.00;  EF,  minor  rim  nicks  $115.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated.  Rare  so  fine!  $1050.00;  Brilliant  Proof . 1195.00 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars  (1878-1921) 

1878  7  tail  feathers.  Choice  BU  . 20.00 


1878  Morgan  dollar,  7  tail  feathers.  Unusual  in  that  the  eagle  appears  to 
have  four  legs!  Actually,  the  hub  die  was  reimpressed,  producing  a 
doubled  effect  in  the  eagle’s  legs  and  talons.  V AM-31.  A  scarce 
variety  for  the  Morgan  dollar  collector.  Choice  BU  ....  39.00 
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1878-CC  Choice  BU  $35.00;  Choice  BU,  prooflike  . 45.00 

1878- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 16.00 

1879  Deeply  toned  Proof.  Dark  green  and  gray  with  red,  blue  and 

gold  hues.  A  prize!  $495.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .750.00 

1879- CC  Rare  issue  from  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$470.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 825.00 

1879-0  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 28.00 

1880/79-CC  Second  reverse.  Choice  BU  . 275.00 

1881  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 750.00 

1881-S  Gem  BU,  prooflike  . 25.00 


1882  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 875.00 

1882-CC  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 29.00 

1882- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 12.00 

1883  Toned  Proof,  deep  gray  . 495.00 

1883- CC  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 35.00 

1883- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $159.00;  Choice  BU  .  .  .  .350.00 

1 884-  CC  Prooflike  BU  . 29.00 

1884- S  Scarce.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 895.00 

1885  Choice  BU,  prooflike  $16.00;  Gem  Proof  fantastic  toning  875.00 

1885- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 59.00 

1886  Brilliant  Proof  . 495.00 

1886- 0  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1886- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 159.00 

1887- 0  BU  $13.00;  Choice  BU . 25.00 

1887- S  BU  $35.00;  Choice  BU  . 65.00 

1888  Gem  Proof,  light  toning  . 875.00 

1888- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 159.00 

1889  Choice  BU  $12.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof . 750.00 


1889-CC  The  key  date  in  the  Carson  City  Morgan  dollar  series!  Brilliant 


Uncirculated  .  3250.00 

1889-0  BU  $29.00;  Choice  BU . 55.00 

1889- S  BU  $69.00;  Choice  BU  $105.00;  Gem  BU  . 115.00 

1890  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 14.00 

1890- CC  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 85.00 

1890-0  BU  $20.00;  Choice  BU . 35.00 

1890- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 45.00 

1891  BU  $2400;  Choice  BU  $49.00;  Proof,  light  hairlines  .  .450.00 

1891- CC  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 75.00 

1891-0  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 27.00 

1891- S  BU  $25.00;  Choice  BU  . 55.00 

1892  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $105.00;  Brilliant  Proof  $550.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 775.00 

1892- CC  Scarce  issue.  BU  $175.00;  Choice  BU  . 249.00 

1892- 0  BU  $65.00;  Choice  BU,  usual  strike  . 95.00 

1893  BU  $159.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $209.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 750.00 

1893- CC  Last  year  of  Carson  City  Mint  silver  dollar  coinage.  A  rare 

date.  BU  $495.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 895.00 


AUTHENTICITY 

Each  and  every  coin  you  buy  from  this  issue  of  the  “Rare  Coin 
Review”  is  absolutely  guaranteed  genuine. 


1894  Scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  issue.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $375.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $675.00;  Beautifully  toned  Choice 
Proof,  with  pink,  blue  and  light  gold  highlights  -  gorgeous!  1195.00 
1894-S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 285.00 


Classic  1895  Morgan  Dollar 


1895  Morgan  Dollar.  Just  880  Proofs  made  and  none  of  the  12,000 
business  strikes  known!  This  is  a  perennial  favorite  among  silver 
dollar  collectors.  Many  can  only  hope  to  someday  complete  their 
collection  with  this  key.  Here’s  your  chance.  We  have  a  Choice  Proof 
example  with  attractive  blue  and  lavender  toning.  Priced  at  a 


reasonable  figure  of  .  9500.00 


1895- 0  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 550.00 

1896- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 595.00 

1897  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 19.00 

1897- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 62.00 

1898- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 159.00 

1899  Scarce.  BU  $42.00;  Choice  BU  . 59.00 

1899- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 265.00 

1900- 0/CC  BU  $42.00;  Choice  BU  . 59.00 

1900-S  BU  $95.00;  Choice  BU  . 159.00 


1901  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1295.00 

1901- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 149.00 

1902- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 325.00 

1903  BU  $15.00;  Choice  BU . 29.00 

1903- 0  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . .5.00 

1904  Attractively  toned  Proof  . 495.00 

19040  BU  $8.00;  Choice  BU  . 12.00 

1904- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 595.00 

1921-D  The  only  Denver  Mint  Morgan  dollar.  Choice  BU  .  .  .  40.00 
1921-S  Morgan.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 40.00 
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Peace  Silver  Dollars  (1921-1935) 

1921  Peace  dollar.  Design  in  high  relief.  Very  Fine  $22.00;  Extremely 
Fine  $25.00;  AU  $42.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $79.00;  BU, 
cleaned  $89.00;  BU  $105.00;  Choice  BU  $179.00;  Choice  Brilliant 


Uncirculated,  sharp  strike  . 225.00 

1922- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 42.00 

1923- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 42.00 

1923- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 39.00 

1924  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 12.00 

1924- S  BU  $79.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 209.00 

1925  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 14.00 

1925- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $35.00;  BU  $59.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 115.00 

1926  BU  $19.00;  Choice  BU . 35.00 

1926- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 49.00 

1926- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 45.00 

1927  BU,  cleaned  $24.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $29.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 75.00 

1927- D  BU  $75.00;  Choice  BU . 145.00 


1927- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1928  Rare  date.  Very  Fine  $105.00;  AU  $115.00;  Borderline  Uncir¬ 
culated  $125.00;  BU,  reverse  gouge  $159.00;  BU  $165.00;  Choice 
BU  . 225.00 

1928- S  BU  $75.00;  Choice  BU  . 175.00 

1934  BU  $44.00;  Choice  BU . 69.00 

1934- D  Borderline  Uncirculated  $32.00;  BU,  many  edge  nicks  $20.00; 

BU  $59.00;  Choice  BU  . 125.00 

1935  Borderline  Uncirculated  $25.00;  BU  $35.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 60.00 

1935- S  BU  $115.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 


1971-S  Eisenhower  dollar  in  silver.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .6.00 
1973-S  Copper-nickel  Eisenhower  dollar.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .4.00 


Trade  Dollars 


1873  First  year  of  issue  of  the  trade  dollar  series.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  an  outstanding  specimen  of  this  coin.  Only  rarely  does 


an  1873  of  this  quality  appear  on  the  market.  Superb  .  .  .825.00 

1873- S  Extremely  Fine  . 95.00 

1874  Choice  BU  . 695.00 

1 874-  CC  Choice  BU  . 795.00 

1874- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  but  with  one  chopmark  $169.00;  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 695.00 

1875  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 895.00 

1875- CC  Choice  BU  . 795.00 

1875  AU  $175.00;  BU  $325.00;  Choice  BU  . 695.00 


ENJOYMENT 

We  think  you’ll  enjoy  doing  business  with  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries.  We  treat  you  as  we  would  like  to  be  treated  ourselves.  In 
today’s  world  of  impersonality  we  think  you’ll  find  doing  business 
with  B&R  to  be  refreshingly  different.  We  enjoy  working  with  coins 
a  lot,  and  by  means  of  the  pages  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  share 
our  enjoyment  with  you.  “Your  friends  in  the  rare  coin  business”  is 
the  little  motto  we’ve  been  using  for  quite  some  time  now  —  and  we 
think  it  is  meaningful.  For  a  friendly  and  enjoyable  transaction 
combined  with  the  quality  and  value  of  coins  you’ve  been  hoping 
for,  try  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries.  There’s  a  real  difference. 


1876  Centennial  year  coin.  Very  Fine  $69.00;  Brilliant  Proof  1195.00 

1876-CC  Carson  City  issue.  About  Uncirculated  $199.00;  Brilliant 

Uncirculated,  cleaned  $325.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $475.00; 

Choice  BU  . 795.00 

1876- S  BU  $325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 

1877  Very  Fine  $45.00;  EF  $85.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $225.00; 

Choice  BU  $695.00;  Proof  with  attractive  toning.  Some  contact 
marks  $695.00;  Brilliant  Proof,  hairlines . 795.00 

1877- CC  BU,  chopmark  $139.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Very  elusive 

Carson  City  issue  . 650.00 

1877- S  Very  Fine  $59.00;  Very  Fine— Extremely  Fine  $69.00;  EF, 

cleaned  $59.00;  BU  $325.00;  Choice  BU  . 695.00 

1878- CC  Rarest  Carson  City  Mint  trade  dollar.  Buy  a  nice  VF-EF  for 

just  . 325.00 

1878-S  Fine  $49.00;  Very  Fine,  some  rim  nicks  $49.00;  Very  Fine 
$59.00;  EF,  some  obverse  marks  $59.00;  About  Uncirculated 
$175.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated,  one  chopmark  $129.00;  BU 
$325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 695.00 


1879  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  Rare  and  very  popular  Proof-only  issue. 

This  one  is  a  beauty !  . .  1495.00 

1880  Rare  Proof-only  issue.  Brilliant  Proof,  hairlines  $795.00;  Brilliant 

Proof  $1195.00;  Proof  with  deep  toning  $1195.00;  Choice  Proof 
with  golden  toning .  1495.00 


1881  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  Very  Rare  Proof-only  issue.  Just  960  trade 
dollars  of  this  date  were  minted!  .  1495.00 


1883  AU  $595.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  $1495.00;  Gem  Proof  with 
colorful  iridescent  toning  .  1750.00 
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Gold  Dollars 

1849  Open  wreath.  Extremely  Fine . 125.00 


1849  Closed  wreath.  EF-AU  $150.00;  Choice  BU  $450.00;  Gem 


Brilliant  Uncirculated . 595.00 

1849-0  Very  Fine  $150.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated . 225.00 

1850  VF-EF  . 99.00 


1851  AU  $165.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated,  small  edge  bump  $125.00; 

Borderline  Uncirculated  $195.00;  BU  $295.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 450.00 

1851- 0  New  Orleans  issue.  VF-EF  $115.00;  BU . 350.00 

1852  Good,  surface  scratches  and  solder  have  been  removed  $15.00; 

EF-AU  $150.00;  AU  $165.00;  BU,  bagmarks  $235.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated . 450.00 

1852- 0  EF  . 139.00 

1853  VF-EF  $99.00;  EF,  light  obverse  scratch  $105.00;  EF-AU 

$150.00;  AU  $165.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $195.00;  BU 
$295.00;  Choice  BU.  Nice  for  a  type  set  to  illustrate  the  small-head 
style  minted  from  1849-1854  450.00 

1853- 0  New  Orleans  issue.  EF  $139.00;  About  Uncirculated  .195.00 

1854  Type  I.  EF  $125.00;  AU  $165.00;  BU  $295.00;  Choice  BU 

$450.00;  Gem  BU  . 595.00 

1854  Type  II.  Indian  head  style,  small  head.  In  1854  it  was  decided 

that  the  small  diameter  of  the  gold  dollar  prevented  its  convenient 
use,  so  the  design  and  size  were  modified.  It  soon  developed, 
however,  that  the  new  (Type  II)  design  had  problems  of  its  own. 
Specifically,  certain  high  points  of  the  obverse  design  were  opposite 
certain  high-relief  (especially  the  two  central  figures  of  the  date) 
features  of  the  reverse.  Using  normal  striking  pressure,  the  metal  of 
the  planchet  would  not  fully  fill  the  date  numerals  and  the  high 
points  of  the  obverse  at  the  same  time— so  usually  one  feature  or  the 
other  was  weak.  As  a  result  of  this,  the  design  was  changed  in  1856 
to  the  Type  III  style  which  featured  a  larger  and  lower-relief  head. 
The  Type  II  gold  dollars,  mainly  minted  in  1854  and  1855  (plus 
1856  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  only),  are  quite  elusive  today.  We 
offer  an  Extremely  Fine  1854  Type  II  for  $395.00;  EF-AU  $449.00; 
About  Uncirculated  . 595.00 

1855  Also  of  the  elusive  Type  II  design.  VF-EF  $249.00;  EF  $395.00; 
EF-AU  $449.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $1095.00;  Borderline 
Uncirculated,  sharp  strike  $1250.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  1750.00 

1856  First  year  of  the  modified  Type  III  design.  Slanting  5  in  date.  EF 
$125.00;  AU  $165.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $195.00;  BU  295.00 


1856  Upright  5.  Scarce.  AU  . 225.00 

1856-S  Type  II.  Scarce.  VF-EF . 495.00 

1857  AU  . 165.00 

1859  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1860  AU  $165.00;  BU  . 295.00 

1861  EF,  scratches  $89.00;  BU . 295.00 


Very  Rare  1861-D  Gold  $1 


scratches  $195.00;  BU  $295.00;  Choice  BU  $450  00;  Gem  BU 

Prooflike  . 595.00 

1881  Gem  BU,  prooflike  . 795.00 

1883  Scarce.  Gem  BU  . 695.00 

1885  Scarce  date.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 595  90 

1886  Scarce  date,  6,016  minted.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  proof- 

kke  . 695.00 

1887  Scarce.  BU  $375.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .595.00 


1889  Last  year  of  the  gold  dollar  denomination.  BU,  bagmarks 
$239.00;  BU  $295.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $450.00;  Gem 
BU  $595.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof .  1  39=:  00 


Quarter  Eagles 


Exceedingly  Rare  1796  With-Stars  $2‘/2 


1796  Quarter  eagle.  Stars  on  obverse.  The  first  year  of  issue  of  the 
quarter  eagle  denomination,  and  the  first  year  of  the  stars-on-obverse 
style.  With  an  incredibly  low  mintage  of  just  432  pieces— one  of  the 
lowest  mintages  of  any  American  gold  coin.  The  piece  we  offer  is  an 
EF-AU  specimen  which  was  lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  It  is  quite  sharp 
and  is  thoroughly  desirable  in  every  respect.  Complete  satisfaction 
guaranteed  at  .  9500.00 


Rare  1802/1  Overdate  $2'/2 


1802/1  Overdate  quarter  eagle.  The  only  issue  of  this  year  (all  1802 
quarter  eagles  were  overdates;  no  “perfect  dates  exist).  3,035 
minted.  We  offer  a  beautiful  and  desirable  Extremely  Fine  speci¬ 
men— a  lovely  example  of  this  American  classic .  2950.00 

Classic  Head  Quarter  Eagles  (1834M839) 

1834  No  Motto.  Very  Fine  $150.00;  EF,  with  bagmarks  .  .  .159.00 


1861-D  About  Uncirculated  and  very  beautiful.  Scott’s  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Coins  notes  that  the  mintage  of  this  Rarity-7  coin  is  unknown, 
all  pieces  having  been  struck  by  the  Confederacy  (which  was  little 
concerned  with  such  bookkeeping  matters).  This  coin  is  excessively 
rare  in  any  condition  approaching  Mint  State.  The  coin  presently 
available  from  us  must  rate  among  the  finest  four  or  five  in  existence, 
and  is  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  American  gold  issues  (having  the  added 
distinction  of  being  one  of  the  very  few  U.S.  coins  minted  under  the 
control  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America!)  An  exquisite  coin  for 
someone  who  appreciates  the  finest  combination  that  a  coin  can 
provide— historical  significance  and  great  beauty  ....  9500.00 

1862  EF  $125.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $195.00;  BU  $295.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 450.00 

1873  Open  3.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $195.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 450.00 

1874  EF-AU  $150.00;  AU  $165.00;  BU,  prooflike  with  obverse 


1836  VF  $150.00;  EF  $325.00;  EF-AU  $395.00;  Borderline  Uncir¬ 


culated  $795.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1095.00 

1837  VF  . 150.00 

1838  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 795.00 

1839-0  EF  . 395.00 
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Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  $2Vi  (1840-1907) 


1843-0  Large  date.  Plain  4.  Very  Fine . 150.00 

1817  EF  . 125.00 

1847-0  Fine  . 75.00 

1849/8  Overdate.  Very  Scarce.  Nice  VF-EF  . 395.00 

1850  VF-EF  . . 79.00 

1851  EF  $89.00;  Choice  BU . 250.00 

1851-0  VF  $89.00;  EF  . 125.00 

1852  EF,  holed  $25.00;  EF  . 89.00 

1853  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 139.00 

1854  EF  . 89.00 

1854  Type  III  EF  . 395.00 

1855  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 209.00 

1856  About  Uncirculated  $109.00;  Choice  BU  . 295.00 

1857  Choice  BU  . 295.00 

1858-C  Extremely  Fine.  A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  this  very  rare 

and  desirable  coin  . 425.00 

1861  EF  . 89.00 

1873  Closed  3.  EF  . 89.00 

1873  Open  3.  Choice  BU  . 225.00 

1878  EF  $85.00;  AU  . 105.00 

1878-SEF  89.00 

1879  VF-EF  . 69.00 

1888  Scarce  date.  BU . 209.00 

1889  Gem  BU . 350.00 


1891  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  80  Proofs  struck.  A  superb  representation 
of  the  Liberty’  Head  ty  pe .  2750.00 


1905  AU  $105.00;  Choice  BU  $215.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  144 


Proofs  struck.  A  fantastic  coin  at  . .  2500.00 

1906  Choice  BU  $215.00;  Gem  BU  . 275.00 

1907  Choice  BU  $215.00;  Gem  BU  . 275.00 


Indian  Head  Quarter  Eagles  (1909-1929) 

1908  EF  $79.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $99.00;  Choice  BU  .250.00 

1909  EF  $79.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $99.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 139.00 

1910  BU  $139.00;  Choice  BU  $195.00;  Choice  BU,  superb  .  .225.00 

1911  EF  $79.00;  Choice  BU . 195.00 

191 1-D  Indian  Head.  The  only  rarity  of  its  type  in  the  quarter  eagle 

series.  55,680  struck,  most  of  them  melted  or  exported  after  1929. 
EF-AU  $595.00;  AU,  about  as  fine  as  can  usually  be  found  .695.00 

1912  Borderline  Uncirculated  $99.00;  Choice  BU  . 195.00 

1913  AU  $89.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $99.00;  BU  $139.00;  Choice 

BU  . 195.00 

1914  EF  $79.00;  BU  . 139.00 

1914-D  VF-EF  $69.00;  About  Uncirculated  $89.00;  Borderline  Uncir¬ 
culated  $99.00;  Choice  BU,  superb  . 195.00 

1915  Borderline  Uncirculated  $99.00;  BU  . 139.00 

1925-D  Choice  BU  $185.00;  Choice  BU,  superb . 195.00 

1926  Borderline  Uncirculated  $99.00;  BU  $139.00;  Choice  BU  185.00 

1927  BU  $139.00;  Choice  BU  . 185.00 

1928  Borderline  Uncirculated  $99.00;  BU  $139.00;  Choice  BU  185.00 

1929  Last  year  of  issue  of  the  quarter  eagle  denomination.  BU  $139.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 185.00 


1892  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  105  Proofs  struck .  2500.00 


1893  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  106  Proofs  struck .  2500.00 

1896  Choice  BU  . 295.00 


$3  Gold 

1854  First  year  of  issue  of  the  three-dollar  denomination,  and  the  only 
year  with  the  work  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  in  small  letters.  A  nice 
coin  for  a  type  set  About  Uncirculated  . 595.00 


1897  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  136  Proofs  struck .  2250.00 

1899  Choice  BU  . 295.00 

1900  AU  $105.00;  Gem  BU  . 275.00 


1901  Choice  BU  $215.00;  Brilliant  Proof  .  1495.00 

1902  Choice  BU  $215.00;  Gem  BU  . 275.00 

1903  Choice  BU  . 215.00 

1904  BU  $165.00;  Choice  BU  . 215.00 


FAST  SERVICE 

You’ll  like  our  fast  service.  We  constantly  ship  to  all  parts  of  the 
globe.  Your  order  will  be  in  your  hands  in  a  matter  of  days! 


1854-D  Rare.  1,120  minted.  Extremely  Fine  .  3950.00 

1856  AU  . 625.00 

1856-S  EF  . 575.00 


1858  Rare.  2,133  minted.  VF-EF  $725.00;  EF-AU  .  .  .  .1150.00 
1866  EF  . 625.00 


1870  Scarce.  3,535  minted.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  prooflike  1750.00 
1872  Scarce.  Only  2,030  minted.  Extremely  Fine . 575.00 
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BOWERS  AND  RUDDY  GALLERIES,  INC. 


1874  About  Uncirculated  $595.00;  Choice  BU 


1995.00 


1878  Extremely  Fine  $395.00;  Choice  BU  .  1995.00 

Choice  Uncirculated  1879  $3 


1879  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of 
this  rarity.  Only  3,000  business  strikes  were  made  of  this  issue,  and 
very,  very  few  survive.  The  present  coin  represents  a  truly  outstand¬ 
ing  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur!  .  2950.00 


1888  Scarce  date.  Choice  BU  $2500.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof 
$5900.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Proof .  6500.00 


1889  Last  year  of  issue  of  the  relatively  short-lived  three-dollar 
denomination.  We  offer  two  magnificent  coins.  Borderline  Uncir¬ 
culated  $950.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  2500.00 


“Dear  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries: 

Thank  you  for  sending  an  alternate  Roman  coin  and  at  a  special 
price!  I  really  do  appreciate  your  sincere  gesture. 

I  have  tried  to  locate  a  nice  Roman  bronze  with  some  remnants 
of  the  “silver  wash”  for  over  2  years.  When  your  firm  offered  a 
superb  group  of  these  Roman  coins  a  few  months  ago  in  a  previous 
Special  Coin  Letter,  I  sent  for  one  right  away!  Obviously,  it  wasn’t 
soon  enough  because  they  were  all  sold  prior  to  receiving  my  order. 
In  your  July  4,  1976  Special  Coin  Letter,  you  offered  a  second 
group  so  I  gamely  sent  in  my  order  again.  I  was  thrilled  that  you 
were  able  to  send  an  alternate,  and  at  a  reduced  price!  Your 
thoughtfulness  is  appreciated  by  me. 

Again,  thank  you  for  sending  a  beautiful  coin!”  —  an  unsolicited 
testimonial  from  P.R.J.  of  Maple,  Wisconsin 


$4  Gold 


Gem  Proof  1879  Flowing  Hair  $4 


1879  $4  Gold  stella.  The  four-dollar  gold  piece  or  Stella  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  American  coins— due  to  its  unique  denomination. 

The  stella  was  first  proposed  by  Hon.  John  A.  Kasson,  United 
States  minister  to  Austria,  who  had  formerly  been  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures.  Kasson  believed 
that  a  $4  U.S.  coin  would  be  ideal  for  international  travel,  for  it 
would  be  approximately  the  same  value  as  the  Spanish  20  pesetas, 
Dutch  8  florins,  French  20  francs,  Italian  20  lire,  and  the  Austrian  8 
florins  coins.  The  Committee  of  Coinage  received  the  idea  favorably, 
and  pieces  were  prepared  of  two  designs:  flowing  hair  Stellas  designed 
by  William  Barber  and  coiled  hair  Stellas  designed  by  George  T. 
Morgan. 

Subsequently,  415  pieces  of  the  1879  flowing  hair  stella  were 
struck,  primarily  for  distribution  to  congressmen  and  others  who 
were  allowed  to  buy  them  for  $6.50  each,  such  price  being  the  actual 
cost  of  Mint  production,  including  the  gold  metal  and  the  cost  of  the 
dies. 

On  October  12,  1880,  S.K.  Harzfeld,  a  coin  dealer,  met  with  the 
superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  found  that  150  pieces  of 
the  1879  Stellas  remained  undistributed  and  were  in  the  Mint  vaults. 
The  Mint  agreed  to  sell  these  to  numismatists  for  $15  each,  which 
was  subsequently  done. 

Today  the  possession  of  a  stella  is  the  dream  of  many  collectors. 
We  offer  a  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  specimen  —  exceptional  at  a  price 
of  just  .  22,500.00 


Half  Eagles 


Brilliant  Uncirculated  1800  $5 


1800  Half  eagle.  A  nice  example  of  the  heraldic  eagle  reverse  design  for 
your  type  set.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  2950.00 


TELEPHONE  US! 

See  a  special  item  of  interest?  Telephone  us  to  reserve  it!  See  page 
2  for  complete  information. 
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1806  Koimd  Top  6 


1806  Round  top  6.  We  offer  two  lovely  examples  of  this  issue:  AU 
$1595.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  one  of  the  finest  known 
specimens!  .  3250.00 


1807  Capped  bust  right.  Of  the  lovely  turban  style  designed  by  John 
Reich;  similar  to  the  design  used  on  other  denominations  of  the 
period,  but  Ms.  Liberty’s  face,  locks,  and  turban  cap  are  more 
defined  in  the  small  details.  Lovely  Brilliant  Uncirculated  2250.00 


1809/8  Scarce  early  overdate.  A  lovely  piece  for  a  type  set  to  illustrate 
the  1807-1812  Capped  Draped  Bust  to  left  design.  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  .  2250.00 


1811  Small  5.  We  offer  two  lovely  examples  of  this  early  half  eagle:  AU 

$1595.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated .  3250.00 

1812  One  of  our  favorite  dates!  An  historic  piece  as  it  was  struck  in  the 

first  year  of  the  War  of  1812.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $2250.00; 
Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  3250.00 


1823  Capped  head  to  left.  Of  extreme  importance  as  a  very  scarce  type 
of  this  decade  (1820s)  and  because  of  its  association  with  the 
excessively  rare  1822  half  eagle.  VF+,  light  yellow  gold  color  and 
with  really  pleasing  surfaces  for  the  grade  .  2750.00 


A  TREASURE  FOR  THE  FUTURE 

Coin  collecting  combines  the  appeal  of  a  fascinating  hobby  with 
the  proven  record  of  being  a  good  investment.  Let  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  help  you  build  a  treasure  for  your  future— a 
beautiful  collection  of  rare  coins. 


Classic  Head  Half  Eagles  (1834-1838) 


1834  No  motto.  Plain  4  in  date.  The  first  year  of  issue  of  the  Classic 
Head  design.  Fine  $109.00;  F-VF  $125.00;  VF,  scratch  on  obverse 
$125.00;  EF  $325.00;  EF-AU,  light  rim  nicks  $295.00;  AU,  light 
obverse  scratch  $395.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $795.00;  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  lovely  specimen  for  .  2500.00 


1835  EF  $325.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $795.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 


culated  .  1250.00 

1836  Fine  $109.00;  VF  $150.00;  EF  $325.00;  AU  . 595.00 

1838  The  last  year  of  this  design.  Extremely  Fine  . 325.00 

Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  $5  Gold  (1839-1908) 

1839- D  Extremely  Fine . 595.00 

1840- D  Very  Fine  . 325.00 


1842- C  Small  date.  A  lovely  offering  from  the  Charlotte  Mint.  AU, 

excellent  surfaces.  Well  struck  for  the  issue.  Scott’s  Encyclopedia 
notes  this  is  excessively  rare  in  Unc.,  and  the  present  specimen  is  very 
close  indeed  to  Mint  State!  . 875.00 

1843- 0  Large  letters.  With  the  scarce  “0”  mintmark.  Extremely  Fine 

$225.00;  EF-AU . 275.00 

1844  A  scarcer  date,  as  are  nearly  all  issues  preceding  the  Civil  War. 

Attractive  VF-EF  $109.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  nicely  struck  and 
above  average  . 395.00 

1844- 0  Considered  to  be  very  rare  in  Uncirculated.  Ours  is  About 
Uncirculated  with  typical  surfaces  but  a  nice  strike  .  .  .  .349.00 

1845  Heavy  date.  VF-EF,  nice  for  the  grade  . 109.00 

1847  With  a  very  large  date.  Brilliant  Borderline  Uncirculated, 

especially  appealing  . 239.00 

1848-C  Another  quite  scarce  issue.  EF-AU,  lightly  toned  and  most 

desirable  . 575.00 

1849  VF-EF  (recut  date)  $109.00;  EF-AU  . .195.00 

1851  Choice  BU.  Now  we  don’t  mean  that  the  coin  is  “perfect,”  but  it 

is  a  honey  and  fairly  elusive  in  this  grade . 795.00 

1852  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A  good  strike  . 375.00 

1852-C  A  rare  Southern  issue.  Extremely  Fine,  pleasant  .  .  .495.00 
1856-D  Extremely  Fine . 495.00 


1857-D  Again  we  mention  that  Scott’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.  S.  Coins 
calls  this  elusive  issue  excessively  rare  in  Unc.  We  offer  a  coin  which 
is  nearly  as  appealing  as  an  Unc.  for  much  less  money.  About 
Uncirculated,  exceptionally  well  struck,  on  a  broad  planchet  (with 

those  appealing  beveled  edges), . 595.00 

1860-S  The  San  Francisco  issues  of  this  period  come  with  tiny  dates 
and  mint  marks.  This  one  is  rare.  Pleasing  Very  Fine  .  .  .  .195.00 
1861  Civil  War  issue.  Very  Fine  $99.00;  Extremely  Fine  .  .  .129.00 


—  Page  52— 


1880  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1881  Attractive  AU  $89.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  attractive  $125.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1882  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1882- S  AU  $89.00;  Brilliant  Borderline  Uncirculated  ....  99.00 

1883- CC  Rare.  Very  Fine  . 195.00 

1885  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1885- S  BU  $125.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1886- S  AU  $89.00;  BU  $125.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1887- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1891-CC  Scarce.  About  Uncirculated  $225.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  with  pretty,  light  toning  . 395.00 

1892  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1893  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1895  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1899  Borderline  Uncirculated,  lovely  $99.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  . 165.00 

1899-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 125.00 

1900  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1901  BU  $125.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1901- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1902  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1902- S  Extremely  Fine  . 79.00 

1903  BU  $125.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1903- S  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1904  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1906  BU  $125.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 

1906- D  Fine-VF  $65.00;  Choice  BU  . 185.00 

1907  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1907- D  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 135.00 

1908  Liberty.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  tiny  planchet  defect  $109.00;  BU 

$125.00;  Choice  BU  . 165.00 


Indian  Head  Half  Eagles  (1908-1929) 


1908- S  Indian.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  superb  example  of  this 

very  low-mintage  San  Francisco  issue  (struck  just  two  years  following 
the  devastating  earthquake  which  leveled  nearly  every  building  in 
town,  the  old  mint,  now  called  the  “Granite  Lady,”  being  an 
exception).  A  wonderful  reminder  of  an  age  gone  by— and  quite  a 
buy  at  .  1895.00 

1909- D  About  Uncirculated  $109.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $195.00; 

Choice  BU,  a  lovely  specimen  . 295.00 


1909-0  An  important  coin  for  the  date  collector  of  half  eagles.  Rare  in 
Uncirculated  grade.  Ours  is  a  lustrous  Borderline  Uncirculated 


example  .  1095.00 

1910  Extremely  Fine  $95.00;  Choice  BU  . 295.00 

1911  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 195.00 

1912  Borderline  Uncirculated  $150.00;  Choice  BU  . 295.00 

1913  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 295.00 

1915  Choice  BU  $295.00;  Gem  BU  . 495.00 

1915- S  VF-EF . 195.00 

1916- S  Extremely  Fine  $209.00;  AU  . 295.00 


“Gentlemen: 

From  all  the  dealers  I  know,  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  is  the 
number  one  numismatic  firm  in  the  U.S.A.  I  never  will  worry  about 
receiving  overgraded  or  improperly  graded  coins  from  your  firm.  I 
expect  that  90%  (if  not  100%)  of  the  coins  I  purchase  for  my  sets 
will  come  from  your  firm.  Thank  you.”  —  an  unsolicited  testimonial 
from  R.W.T.  of  Hartwood,  Virginia 


High-Grade  I  797  Eagle  Rarity 


1797  A  rare  date!  Capped  Bust  eagle,  variety  (has  anyone  ever  noticed 
this  before?)  with  the  eagle  having  a  long,  skinny  neck— whereas  later 
issues  of  this  type  have  a  short-necked  eagle.  Perhaps  some  day  this 
will  be  collected  as  a  separate  type,  placing  even  more  demand  on  it 
than  now.  Perhaps  this  earliest  design  was  a  subtle  diecutter’s 
concession  to  B.  Franklin’s  desire  to  see  “that  noblest  of  birds,”  the 
wild  turkey,  made  America’s  emblem  (the  long-necked  eagle  looks 
a  bit  like  a  turkey).  As  a  date,  probably  only  150  to  300  pieces  exist 
of  the  small  original  mintage  (a  mere  10,940  were  coined  all  those 
years  ago).  Our  specimen  grades  EF-AU  with  lustre  among  the 
devices  and  a  quite  decent  strike,  showing  all  major  design  details. 
One  of  the  finest  available  1797  $10  gold  pieces— really  quite  a  buy 
at  just  .  4250.00 


Uncirculated  1799  Eagle! 


1799  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Actually  quite  a  special  example  of  the 
Capped  Bust/Heraldic  Eagle  $10  gold  piece,  for  its  reverse  is  superb 
even  though  its  obverse  is  of  typical  quality  for  the  condition.  Nicely 
struck,  better  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse.  On  a  lovely 
planchet.  (Variety  with  the  die  crack  through  E  in  LIBERTY  and  the 
crumbling  rim  over  the  seventh  and  eighth  stars,  for  those  of  you 
interested  in  die  varieties.)  An  especially  pleasing  early  eagle  which 
we  recommend  as  a  pleasurable  investment— consider  how  expensive 
this  coin  could  become  if  the  tremendous  current  interest  in  silver 
coins  were  extended  into  the  gold  series!  .  3950.00 


1800  This  scarce  issue  had  a  small  mintage  of  5,999  pieces.  We  offer  a 
Very  Fine  coin  with  rather  normal  surfaces  but  good  major  detail.  A 
lot  of  coin  for  the  money  .  1750.00 
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1801  First  year  of  the  19th  century.  VF-EF,  a  pleasing  coin  with 
light-gold  toning  highlighting  its  features  $1950.00;  About  Uncir¬ 
culated.  somewhat  prooflike  $2750.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  coin 

with  all  of  its  design  details  .  3950.00 

1849/8  Very  rare  overdate!  We  offer  this  coin  with  quite  a  bit  of 
satisfaction,  for  even  though  it  is  not  very  expensive  it  is  a  coin  one 
seldom  has  a  chance  to  examine,  so  extreme  is  its  rarity.  Its 
distinguishing  characteristics  are  that  the  first  8  in  the  date  is  recut, 
showing  one  8  inside  another,  and  that  the  9  is  over  top  either 
another  9  or  an  8  (this  is  Breen’s  variety  number  8  for  this  year, 
which  he  describes  as  very  rare  and  not  unreasonably  called  an 
overdate).  Unbsted  in  the  Guide  Book  of  U.  S.  Coins  but  listed  in  the 
reputable  Scott's  Encyclopedia  as  R7.  Our  specimen  is  of  an 
advanced  die  state,  exhibiting  a  heavy  die  break  from  the  border 
below  49  in  the  date,  through  the  date,  and  into  the  base  of  the 
neck.  Almost  never  available  for  purchase  in  any  grade,  so  our 
specimen  represents  quite  an  opportunity.  Pleasant  Very  Fine— nice 


rims  and  better  than  average  surfaces  . 595.00 

1880  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 139.00 

1881  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1881-0  Rare  issue,  with  a  mintage  of  just  8,350  pieces.  Extremely  Fine 

with  pleasing  color . 350.00 

1881-S  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 139.00 

1882  BU  $165.00;  Choice  BU  . 215.00 

1890  Scarce  issue,  with  just  57,980  struck.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  with  lots  of  frost  . 225.00 

1891- CC  Scarce.  About  Uncirculated  . 295.00 

1892  BU  $165.00;  Choice  BU  . 215.00 

1892- CC  About  Uncirculated,  lovely  . 295.00 

1892-0  Scarce  issue.  BU  . 350.00 

1893  EF  $115.00;  BU  $165.00;  Choice  BU  . 215.00 

1894  BU  $165.00;  Choice  BU  . 215.00 

1895  EF  $115.00;  BU  $165.00;  Choice  BU  . 215.00 

1897  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 215.00 

1898  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 

1899  AU  $125.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $139.00;  BU  $165.00; 

Choice  BU  . 215.00 

1901  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $165.00;  Choice  BU,  a  coin  with  especially 

superb  surfaces  . 239.00 

1901-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 165.00 


1903-0  Scarce.  AU,  small  scratch  on  face,  more  than  made  up  for  by  its 


pretty  color  $150.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .450.00 
1904-0  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 450.00 

1906  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 215.00 

1906- D  Popular  because  it  is  the  first  year  of  issue  from  the  Denver 

Mint.  AU,  attractive  $139.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $175.00;  Choice 
BU  . 239.00 

1907- D  Liberty.  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 150.00 

1907  Indian  head  design.  First  year  of  this  lovely  and  very  popular 
type.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  with  above-average  fields  .  .  .495.00 


DEALERS’  HEADQUARTERS 

If  you  are  a  dealer,  consider  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  to  be 
your  headquarters  for  those  hard-to-find  items  on  your  customers’ 
want  lists.  We  do  a  tremendous  amount  of  business  with  other 
dealers  and  if  you’re  not  among  them,  you  are  missing  a  nice 
profit! 


1907  Indian  Eagle:  Wire  Edge  with  Periods 


1907  Indian  head.  Wire  edge  &  periods.  A  rare,  rare  transitional 
issue— almost  never  found  in  Mint  State  except  when  major  col¬ 
lections  are  auctioned.  Now,  though,  you  needn’t  wait  for  such  an 
event— for  we  offer  a  superb  specimen  of  this  rarity.  They  only  made 
500  of  these;  they  must  be  rare!  The  serious  collector  knows  only 
too  well  how  rare  these  are,  in  fact;  now  here’s  the  best  news- 
current  Guide  Book  value  of  this  is  $6,750  in  average  Uncirculated 
condition.  But  we  offer  a  superb  specimen,  a  lovely  .coin,  a 
wonderful  example,  a  great  gold  piece— Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
and  priced  below  Red  Book  at  .  6500.00 


1908  Indian.  No  motto  on  the  reverse— one  of  just  33,500  struck  of  this 
rare  first  variety.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1950.00 

1908  Indian.  With  motto.  Borderline  Uncirculated,  lustrous  and 

desirable  . 205.00 

1908- S  Scarce  with-motto  issue!  We  offer  a  nice  selection  for  the  date 

collector:  Fine-VF,  delightful  rims  and  surfaces  (hardly  a  mark 
anywhere),  enhancing  light  gold  color— one  of  the  nicest  circulated 
eagles  we’ve  seen— just  honest  wear  $250.00;  VF-EF,  usual  surfaces 
$295.00;  Extremely  Fine,  also  with  the  usually  seen  surface 
conditions  . 375.00 

1909  Pleasing  EF-AU . 185.00 

1909- S  EF-AU,  a  good  buy  at  . 185.00 

191 0- D  Borderline  Uncirculated  $205.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 

$239.00;  Choice  BU  . 325.00 

1911  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 325.00 

1911- D  Very  rare  issue.  Borderline  Uncirculated,  highly  lustrous  and 

with  quite  attractive  fields.  Check  the  Uncirculated  price  on  this  one 
in  the  Guide  Book,  then  call  to  reserve  this  for  . 850.00 

191 1-S  A  very  scarce  issue!  Brilliant  Uncirculated  with  attractive 
surfaces  . 950.00 

1912  BU  with  some  bagmarks  but  a  very  pretty  color  $219.00;  Brilliant 

Uncirculated,  a  lovely  coin  . 239.00 

1913  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 325.00 

191 3- S  Scarce.  Extremely  Fine . 295.00 

1914- D  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 395.00 

1915  BU  $239.00;  Choice  BU  . 325.00 

1926  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 299.00 

1932  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 299.00 


Double  Eagles 


1850  First  year  of  issue  for  this  large  denomination.  Type  without 
motto  and  with  denomination  as  “TWENTY  P.”  Extremely  l  ine  but 
polished  (would  be  very  attractive  for  use  as  jewelry,  in  a 
bezel— consider  it!),  just  $350.00;  Extremely  Fine  $525.00;  About 
Uncirculated,  a  sharp  piece  . 950.00 
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1851  About  Uncirculated  . 495.00 

1851-0  Rare  early  Southern  issue.  Extremely  Fine  $695.00;  AU, 
especially  pleasant  but  for  a  small  scratch  before  Miss  Liberty’s 
mouth  . 795.00 


1854-S  Extremely  Fine,  a  nice  coin  except  for  a  couple  of  tiny  rim 


nicks . 395.00 

1855  Extremely  Fine . 375.00 

1856-S  Extremely  Fine  . 375.00 

1858-S  Extremely  Fine  . 375.00 

1861  About  Uncirculated  . 350.00 

1870-S  Second  type  of  double  eagle,  with  the  motto  “IN  GOD  WE 

TRUST”  on  the  reverse.  Extremely  Fine . 295.00 


1873  Open  3.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $275.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 


an  attractive  double  eagle  from  a  hoard  we  recently  acquired.  Buy 
one  of  these  nice  coins  for  just . 295.00 


1873- CC  Closed  3.  Rare  Carson  City  issue.  EF-AU  just  .  .  .  1095.00 

1874  About  Uncirculated  . 295.00 

1874- CC  Very  Fine  $325.00;  VF-EF  $350.00;  EF,  small  mark  in 

planchet  . 350.00 

1874- S  EF  $250.00;  Choice  BU  . 595.00 

1875- CC  VF  $325.00;  VF-EF  $350.00;  EF  $395.00;  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated,  quite  nice  . 895.00 

1875- S  AU  $250.00;‘BU  325.00 

1876- CC  EF  $395.00;  prooflike  BU . 925.00 

1876-S  AU  $250.00;  Borderline  Unc . 275.00 

1880  Third  type  of  double  eagle,  with  the  denomination  spelled  out 

“TWENTY  DOLLARS.”  Rare  issue.  About  Uncirculated  .  .525.00 

1883- CC  Extremely  Fine  . 395.00 

1884- CC  Very  Fine  $325.00;  Extremely  Fine  $395.00;  About  Uncir¬ 
culated,  bagmarks  on  cheek  $425.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  595.00 

1884-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1889- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 225.00 

1890- CC  EF,  scratched  $350.00;  EF  . 395.00 

1891- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1892- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1894  3U  $250.00;  Choice  BU  . 295.00 

1894- S  Extremely  Fine  . 199.00 

1895  Choice  prooflike  BU . 325.00 

1895- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1896  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1896- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1898- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 225.00 

1899- S  Borderline  Unc.  $225.00;  BU  . 250.00 

1900  BU  $250.00;  Choice  BU  . 295.00 

1901- S  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 225.00 

1902- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1903  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1908-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 

1904  BU  $250.00;  Choice  BU  . 295.00 

1904- S  EF  $199.00;  BU  $250.00;  Gem  BU . 395.00 

1905- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 250.00 


1906- D  AU  $225.00;  Choice  BU 
1907  Liberty.  Choice  BU  .  . 

1907- S  Liberty.  Choice  BU 


349.00 

295.00 

295.00 


Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 

1907  No  motto.  Choice  BU  . 

1908  No  motto.  Choice  BU  $299.00;  Gem  BU 

1908  Motto.  Choice  BU . 

1908-D  Motto.  Choice  BU  .  . 


395.00 

350.00 

299.00 

299.00 


1909/8  AU$395.00;  Gem  BU  .  1995.00 

1909- D  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 950.00 

1910  Choice  BU  . 299.00 

1910- D  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 225.00 

1910- S  AU  $215.00;  Choice  BU  . 289.00 

1911- D  Choice  BU  . 289.00 

1911-S  About  Uncirculated  . 215.00 

1912  BU  $325.00;  Choice  BU  . 450.00 

1913  Borderline  Uncirculated  . 239.00 

1913- D  Choice  BU  . 289.00 

1914- D  Choice  BU  . 289.00 

1914- S  Choice  BU  . 289.00 

1 91 5- S  Choice  BU  . 289.00 


1916-S  Borderline  Uncirculated  $245.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated 


$265.00;  Choice  BU  . 345.00 

1920  BU  $265.00;  Choice  BU  . 325.00 

1922  Choice  BU  . 289.00 

1922- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 525.00 

1923  Choice  BU  . 289.00 

1923- D  Choice  BU  . 299.00 

1924  Choice  BU  . 299.00 

1925  Choice  BU  . 289.00 


1925-S  Choice  BU  . 

1926  Choice  BU . 

1927  Choice  BU  $289.00;  Gem  BU 

1928  Choice  BU . 


1195.00 

.289.00 

.350.00 

.289.00 


1906  Rare  date.  Borderline  Uncirculated  $550.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 795.00 
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Territorial  Gold 

Original  California  Gold  Fractional 


1856  25c.  Liberty,  round.  Lee-15A.  Choice  BU . 125.00 

1869  25c.  Liberty,  octagonal.  Lee-29A.  BU  . 110.00 

1870  25c.  Liberty,  round.  Lee-30A.  Choice  BU . 125.00 

1870  25c.  Liberty,  octagonal.  Lee-39.  Choice  BU  . 125.00 

1871  25c.  Liberty,  round.  Lee-35C.  BU  . 110.00 

1871  25c.  Liberty,  round.  Lee-34A.  Ch.  BU  . 125.00 

1871  25c.  Liberty,  octagonal.  Lee-35C.  Borderline  Uncirculated  with 

lots  of  lustre  . 105.00 

1871  25c.  Liberty,  octagonal.  BU . 105.00 

1872  25c.  Indian,  round.  Choice  BU  . 125.00 

1874  25c.  Liberty,  octagonal.  Lee-44C.  BU  . 110.00 

1854  $1.00.  Octagonal.  Lee-14.  EF  . 195.00 


1876  $1.00.  Indian,  octagonal.  BU  . 295.00 

Carolina  Gold  Dollar 

Undated  gold  dollar  struck  in  North  Carolina  by  A.  Bechtler.  This  is 
quite  an  interesting  coin,  of  27  grams,  21  carats.  August  Bechtler, 
son  of  Christopher,  together  with  a  relative,  operated  a  private  mint 
in  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina,  near  the  nation’s  earliest  native 
source  of  gold,  until  about  1840— and  they  produced  the  first  gold 
dollar  in  the  United  States.  The  specimen  we  offer  is  a  pleasing 
VF-EF  with  pale  toning— a  delight  for  just  . 395.00 

A  Unique  Opportunity! 


Pacific  &  Company  $1.00  die  trial  struck  on  a  1776  Spanish  real. 
Exceedingly  rare;  in  fact,  we  believe  it  to  be  unique  since  it  is  the 
only  specimen  we’ve  ever  seen  or  heard  of.  A  museum  piece,  at  any 
rate.  Struck  in  silver.  Gold  specimens  don’t  exist,  so  here’s  a  real 
opportunity  to  own  an  impression  from  the  dollar  die.  Adams 
believed  this  was  produced  by  Broderick  and  Kohler  in  California 
during  the  early  days  of  the  Gold  Rush,  possibly  by  sledgehammer! 
Our  piece  grades  a  pleasing  Very  Good,  and  it’s  anyone’s  guess  how  it 
acquired  wear— but  a  good  guess  would  be  that  it  was  a  pocket  piece, 
carried  for  years  by  an  official  of  Pacific  &  Company.  Probably  one 
of  a  kind  —  a  steal  at  .  2250.00 


Oregon  City,  Oregon  1849  Gold  Piece 


1849  Oregon  Exchange  Company  $5.00  issue.  A  rare  coin  issued  in  the 
heat  of  the  Gold  Rush  at  Oregon  City  by  a  firm  consisting  of  eight 
men,  known  only  as  Kilborne,  Magruder,  Taylor,  Abernethy,  Willson, 

Rector,  Campbell  and  Smith.  Their  initials  appear  on  one  side  of  this 
coin,  overtop  a  beaver,  underneath  which  is  T.O.  (Territory  of 
Oregon).  Very  Fine  and  well  worth  .  4950.00 

EIJRKKA  is  a  Western  expression  (though  borrowed  from  ancient 
Greek,  we  must  admit)  meaning  “/  have  found  it”  and  we  believe  it's  an 
apt  word  for  what  you'll  find  in  the  valuable  reference  book  on 
territorial  gold  coins  offered  elsewhere  in  this  catalogue.  Look  up  Edgar 
//.  Adams'  Private  Gold  Coinage  of  California,  1849-55  in  our  book 
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section— it's  an  adventure  in  reading  about  some  of  the  most  romantic 
coins  ever  produced  in  America,  and  we’re  sure  you'll  enjoy  reading  all 
about  this  aspect  of  Western  history.  The  price  is  most  reasonable,  for 
before  it  was  reprinted  for  the  first  time  since  1913  (in  1974)  obtaining 
a  copy  meant  the  expenditure  of  at  least  $100,  if  a  copy  could  be 
located!  Anyhow,  we  recommend  it  highly. 

1852  Moffat  $10  Gold 


1852  Eagle  of  Moffat  &  Company.  Variety  with  the  closely  spaced 
date.  This  coin’s  distinctive  reverse  depicts  the  same  eagle  used  by 
Moffat  and  the  U.  S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  for  their  gold  coins  of  the 
ten,  twenty,  and  fifty  dollar  denominations.  Very  Fine  plus,  a  good 
buy  in  these  days  of  slackened  interest  in  gold  .  2250.00 


Rare  Moffat  and  Humbert  $20  Gold  Piece 


1852/1  Moffat-Humbert  “double  eagle.”  Rarer  than  the  1853  coin  of 
this  firm,  with  a  somewhat  different  design  (the  reverse  border  is 
wider  and  the  obverse  letters  are  not  identical).  A  great  territorial 
gold  piece!  Grades  a  beautiful  EF-AU,  sure  to  appeal  to  the  selective 
buyer  .  5500.00 


Delightful  1853  Assay  Office  Twenty 


1853  $20  of  the  U.  S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  .900  Thous.  The  coin  is  an 
important  “step”  in  the  process  of  the  formation  of  the  first  United 
States  mint  on  the  West  Coast.  Originally  the  firm  of  Moffat  & 
Company  founded  an  assay  office  in  San  Francisco,  coining  native 
gold  dust  into  acceptable  coin;  their  quality  was  so  exacting  that  it 
led  them  to  be  perhaps  the  most  important  of  the  Gold  Rush  coiners 
in  the  West.  Some  two  years  after  Moffat  &  Company  was  founded, 
it  was  succeeded  by  a  group  which,  together  with  Augustus  Humbert, 
the  official  government  assayer,  would  by  1854  help  found  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  So  the  Moffat  and  U.S.  Assay  Office  (Humbert) 
coins  were  a  crucial  step  toward  the  creation  of  a  minting  facility 
whose  coins  would  be  universally  accepted. 

The  1853  specimen  offered  here  is  a  simply  delightful  coin  for  the 
rather  nominal  money.  It  grades  VF-EF  and  has  great  surfaces  and 
rims  (none  of  the  bumps  or  severe  surface  marks  so  often  seen  on 
these  Wild  West  pieces).  It’s  lightly  toned  to  a  pale  yellow— to  our 
minds,  the  most  desirable  color.  The  reverse  is  close  to  EF,  while  the 
obverse  is  a  strong  VF.  A  really  excellent,  in  fact  fantastic,  buy  for 
just  . .  1095.00 


Two  Excellent  Kellogg  &  Company  Twenties 


1854  Kellogg  &  Company  $20  gold.  Here’s  a  fine  reminder  of  a  short 
period,  roughly  from  the  last  month  of  1853  until  the  middle  of 
1854,  when  early  Californians  cried  out  for  help  from  private  minters 
to  supply  gold  coin  for  commerce  until  the  San  Francisco  Mint  could 
commence  operations.  John  G.  Kellogg,  a  onetime  employee  of 
Moffat  &  Company,  answered  the  cry  by  establishing  his  own 
temporary  firm.  In  partnership  with  a  G.F.  Richter,  also  an  assayer, 
he  produced  a  number  of  fine-quality  “double  eagles”  which  bore  a 
remarkable  resemblance  to  the  federal  government’s  $20  coin.  We 
offer  two  lovely  examples  of  this  important  coinage  of  necessity: 

The  first  is  an  attractive  About  Uncirculated  specimen  with  rims 
and  surfaces  which  are  above  average.  Inexpensive  at  $1995.00;  the 
second  is  a  bold  Borderline  Uncirculated  coin  with  excellent  rims, 
above-average  fields  (remember,  these  were  roughly  handled),  and 
excellent  detail  arising  from  a  great  strike.  Light  yellow  gold.  A 
wonderful  memento  of  a  time  lost  forever,  bearing  (in  part)  the 
legend  “SAN  FRANCISCO  CALIFORNIA”- which  is  found  on  very 
few  coins  of  any  source.  A  steal  at  .  2500.00 


Important  $20  Wass,  Molitor  Gold  Piece 


1855  Wass,  Molitor  &  Company  Twenty.  A  “double  eagle”  struck 
during  this  short-lived  firm’s  final  year  as  a  private  mint.  Wass, 
Molitor  struck  coins  of  the  $10,  $20,  and  $50  denominations— all  of 
high  purity.  Of  them,  this  $20  coin  is  by  far  the  rarest  issue.  Very 
rare  Small  Head  style,  priced  at  $10,000  in  the  current  Guide  Book 
(Red  Book).  Ours  grades  Extremely  Fine  and  is  offered  at  a  nice 
discount  below  that  valuation  .  7900.00 


The  Huge  Wass,  Molitor  Round  $50  Coin 


1855  Wass,  Molitor  &  Company  $50.  Round.  All  territorial  gold  coins 
of  this  shape  are  exceedingly  rare,  the  only  other  round  Fifty  being 
the  1855  Kellogg  &  Company  issue  (currently  valued  at  approxi¬ 
mately  $100,000).  So  this  coin  is  a  fine  opportunity  for  the  specialist 
seeking  a  representation  of  its  kind.  Read  about  it! 

Wass,  Molitor  struck  four  denominations  of  gold  coins  (the  $5, 
$10,  $20,  and  finally  $50  pieces)  in  San  Francisco  between  1852  and 
1855,  their  last  year  as  a  private  mint— operating  concurrently  with 
the  new  San  Francisco  Mint  of  the  federal  government.  The  rare  $50 
piece  we  offer  was  minted  only  during  Wass,  Molitor’s  final  year  in 
business.  A  particularly  important  coin  because  it  marked  the  end  of 
a  spirited  but  short  period  of  independent  coinage-the  territorial 
gold  of  early  California.  Thus  a  really  historic  coin!  Our  specimen 
grades  a  strong  Fine  but  shows  the  extensive  bagmarking  which 
resulted  from  its  means  of  storage  and  its  bank-to-bank  use  6500.00 


Very  Handsome  1861  $10  Clark,  Gruber 


1861  Clark,  Gruber  &  Company  $10  gold  coin.  Struck  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  from  Rocky  Mountain  gold.  Only  during  1860  and  1861 
did  this  firm  produce  a  limited  coinage,  the  1861  issues  bearing  the 
full  legend  “CLARK  GRUBER  &  CO  DENVER  TEN  D.”  This  firm’s 
assay  office  was  subsequently  acquired  by  the  federal  government 
and  eventually  became  the  Denver  Mint  (in  1906).  Clark.  Gruber 
produced  attractive  territorial  gold  coins,  and  in  the  presently 
offered  specimen  the  advanced  collector  will  find  an  especially 
appealing  example!  Beautiful  lustrous  About  Uncirculated  with 
excellent  surfaces,  rims,  and  detail  .  2250.00 


SECOND  CHOICES 

Second  choices  will  be  appreciated  when  you  send  your  order.  As 
this  issue  of  the  “Rare  Coin  Review”  is  being  written,  each  and 
every  coin  described  and  illustrated  is  actually  in  our  stock. 
However,  many  pieces  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  inventory.  For  this 
reason  we  really  encourage  you  to  list  second  choices.  A  special 
space  for  this  purpose  is  on  the  back  of  your  order  blank. 

Second  choices  will  not  be  used  unless  the  first  choices  have  been 
sold.  If  you’re  ordering  for  a  type  set  and  the  date  is  not  of 
importance,  just  put  “Same  Type”  as  your  second  choice  and  we 
will  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade 
and  value  if  the  first  item  requested  has  been  sold.  Second  choices 
help  you— by  giving  you  a  greater  percentage  of  your  order  with  a 
lessened  possibility  of  a  “sold  out”  letter  or  a  partial  refund.  Second 
choices  help  us  by  bringing  more  business  our  way.  So,  second 
choices  are  an  ideal  situation  for  both  of  us! 


Commemoratives 

Commemorative s  have  been  one  of  our  favorites  for  years.  We  ve  just 
completed  rounding  out  our  stock  of  choice  coins  and  offer  them  here 
for  your  inspection.  There  are  commemoratives  priced  at  over  $1000 
and  there  are  many  reasonably  priced  under  $50  or  $75.  Why  not  begin 
a  type  set  or  complete  collection  today! 

Commemorative  Silver  Coins 


1 893  Isabella  25c.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  becoming  difficult  to 

find  this  nice  . 295.00 

1900  Lafayette  $1.  Our  only  commemorative  silver  dollar.  Fine 
$215.00;  EF  $275.00  (group  of  5  EF  pieces  for  $1295.00);  AU 
$325.00;  Borderline  Unc.  $359.00;  Lightly  toned  Unc.  $549.00:  BU 
$549.00;  Choice  BU,  really  nice  and  rather  scarce  in  this  high 


condition . 905.  OU 

1921  Alabama.  EF,  wire  brushed  $45.00;  EF,  nice  surfaces  .  .  59.00 
1921  Alabama  2x2.  EF  $109.00;  AU  $159.00;  Borderline  Unc. 

$195.00;  BU  . 245.00 

1936  Albany.  BU  $139.00;  Choice  BU  . 175.00 
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1937  Antietam.  BU,  small  planchet  flaw  $129.00;  Ch.  BU  .  .189.00 
1935-1939  Arkansas  type  coin.  Date  of  our  choice.  BU  $35.00;  Choice 

BU,  special  at  . 39.00 

1939PDS  Arkansas  set  BU,  lightly  cleaned . 419.00 

1936  Bay  Bridge.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 49.00 

1934-1938  Boone  type  coin.  Date  of  our  choice.  Choice  BU  $42.00; 

Gem  BU  . 55.00 

Special:  Roll  of  20  pieces  of  1936-D  Boone  commemorative  halves. 

Choice  BU  coins . 800.00 

1936  Bridgeport.  BU  $79.00;  Choice  BU . 95.00 

1925-S  California.  BU  $52.00;  Choice  BU  . 65.00 

1936  Cincinnati  type  coin.  Borderline  Unc.  $149.00;  BU  $159.00; 

Choice  BU  . 185.00 

1936  P-D-S  Cincinnati  set.  Choice  BU  . 565.00 

1936  Cleveland.  BU  $35.00;  Choice  BU  $39.00;  Roll  of  20  Choice  BU 

pieces  . 740.00 

1936  Columbia,  South  Carolina  ty  pe  coin.  Choice  BU  $99.00;  Gem  BU 
. 109.00 

1892  Columbian.  Borderline  Unc.  . 12.00 

1893  Columbian.  Fine,  porous  $2.00;  VF  $4.00;  EF,  horrendous  punch 

marks  $2.00;  EF  $5.00;  EF-AU  $6.00;  AU  $7.00;  Borderline  Unc. 
$12.00;  BU  $14.00;  Choice  BU  . 25.00 

1935  Connecticut  Choice  BU  . 145.00 

1936  Delaware.  Choice  BU  . 145.00 

1936  Elgin.  Choice  BU  . 115.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  Choice  BU . 95.00 

1922  Grant.  BU  $45.00;  Choice  BU . 69.00 


1928  Hawaiian.  BU  $825.00;  Choice  BU .  1095.00 

1935  Hudson.  Choice  BU  . 549.00 

1924  Huguenot  Choice  BU  . 69.00 

1946  Iowa.  Choice  BU  . 40.00 

1925  Lexington.  BU  $45.00;  Choice  BU . 59.00 

1918  Lincoln- Illinois.  BU  $39.00;  Choice  BU . 50.00 

1936  Long  Island.  Borderline  Unc.  $25.00;  BU  $31.00;  Choice  BU  39.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  BU  $75.00;  Choice  BU  . 99.00 

1920  Maine.  BU  $66.00;  Choice  BU . 79.00 

1934  Maryland.  BU  $89.00;  Choice  BU  . 105.00 


1921  Missouri.  EF  $149.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 495.00 

1921  Missouri  2x4.  AU  $195.00;  BU  . 350.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  BU  $45.00;  Choice  BU  . 59.00 

1938  New  Rochelle.  Choice  BU  . 199.00 

1936  Norfolk.  Choice  BU  . 195.00 

Oregon  Trail  type  coin  1926-1939,  date  our  choice.  Choice  BU  49.00 

1933-D  Oregon.  Choice  BU  . 119.00 

1936  Oregon.  BU  $45.00;  Choice  BU  . 59.00 

1939  P-D-S  Oregon  set  Choice  BU  . 339.00 

1915-S  Pan-Pacific.  AU  $110.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $175.00;  BU, 

lightly  cleaned  $1 75.00;  BU  . 275.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  BU  $29.00;  Choice  BU  . 37.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  Choice  BU  . 82.00 

Rhode  Island  type  coin,  date  our  choice.  BU,  cleaned  $29.00;  Choice 

BU  . 49.00 

1936  Robinson.  B1J  $69.00;  Choice  BU  . 85.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  Choice  BU  . 39.00 

193fvD  Sari  Diego.  Choice  BU  . 55.00 


1935  Spanish  Trail.  Choice  BU . 575.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU  $9.00;  Borderline  Uncirculated  $15.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 25.00 

1934  Texas.  Gem  BU . 45.00 

1925  Vancouver.  Choice  BU . 275.00 

1927  Vermont.  Borderline  Unc.  $69.00;  BU  $80.00;  Choice  BU  105.00 
Booker  T.  Washington  type  coin,  1946-1951,  date  our  choice.  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 7.50 

Washington  Carver  type  coin  1951-1954.  Choice  BU . 7.50 

1936  Wisconsin.  Choice  BU  . 95.00 

1936  York.  Choice  BU  . 99.00 


Complete  silver  commemorative  type  set!  This  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  set  consists  of  50  select  coins— each  of  the  half  dollar  types 
plus  an  Isabella  quarter  dollar  and  the  large  and  impressive  Lafayette 
silver  dollar  (the  only  commemorative  silver  dollar  of  the  United 
States).  A  sparkling  set  in  its  own  custom  plastic  holder  .  7250.00 
Complete  date  set  of  commemorative  silver  half  dollars.  This  set 
consists  of  144  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  coins— virtually  every 
commemorative  minted!  Get  it  all  at  once  for  ....  13,950.00 


Commemorative  Gold  Coins 

1903  $1  gold.  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  McKinley  portrait.  BU 
$350.00;  Choice  BU  $450.00;  Gem  BU  . .  .495.00 

1903  $1  gold.  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  Jefferson  portrait.  BU, 

rim  nicks  $275.00;  Choice  BU  $450.00;  Gem  BU  . 495.00 

1904  $1  gold.  Lewis  &  Clark  Exposition.  Borderline  Unc.  $595.00;  BU 

$895.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1295.00 


1905  $1  gold.  Lewis  &  Clark  Exposition.  BU  $895.00;  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 1195.00 

1915-S  $1  gold.  Panama  Pacific  International  Exposition.  Choice  BU 
$339.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 379.00 

1916  $1  gold.  McKinley  portrait.  BU  $259.00;  Choice  BU  $350.00; 

Gem  BU  . 995.00 

1917  $1  gold.  McKinley.  BU  $295.00;  Choice  BU  $450.00;  Gem 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 495.00 


1922  $1  gold.  Grant,  no  star.  BU  $695.00;  Choice  BU  $925.00;  Gem 

BU  . . 995.00 

1922  $1  gold.  Grant,  with  star.  Choice  BU  $925.00;  Gem  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 995.00 


1915-S  $2.50  gold.  Panama  Pacific  International  Exposition.  EF 
$495.00;  AU  $595.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $1195.00;  Choice  BU 

$1  495.00;  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated .  1595.00 

1926  $2.50  gold.  Sesquicentennial  issue.  BU  $225.00;  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 269.00 
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Patterns 


1856  Pattern  half  cent.  J-177.  Dies  struck  in  copper-nickel.  Exceedingly 
important,  for  pattern  coins  of  this  denomination  are  rarely  offered 
for  sale.  Brilliant  Proof  .  1295.00 


Unique  1818  Pattern  Cent/Quarter 


1818  Pattern  cent  (or  quarter!).  J-45.  Unique  —  the  only  known 
specimen.  This  coin  combines  the  obverse  die  of  the  1818  quarter 
dollar  with  the  reverse  die  of  a  contemporary  large  cent.  This  coin, 
the  only  known  specimen  of  J-45,  is  described  as  follows  in  the  Judd 
reference: 

“1818  CENT.  Mule  of  the  obverse  of  the  quarter  dollar  with  the 
reverse  of  the  cent  of  the  period,  struck  over  a  quarter  dollar. 
Judd-45.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Unique.  Restrike  made  before  1862.” 

The  presently-offered  coin  is  in  Choice  Uncirculated  condition.  As 
a  unique  American  coin  variety  —  and  a  very  interesting  variety  as 
well  —  the  coin  is  of  immense  importance.  A  real  opportunity  for  the 
specialist  in  quarter  dollars  or  one-cent  pieces.  This  lovely  pattern 
can  now  be  yours  for  just  .  7500.00 


1855  Pattern  lc.  J-168.  Flying  eagle  design;  the  forerunner  of  the 
famed  1856  flying  eagle  cent.  Gem  Brown  Proof  . 495.00 


1856  Pattern  lc.  J-179.  Identical  to  the  regular  1856  flying  eagle  cent 
but  without  the  date  or  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  on  the 
obverse!  Very  early  die  state;  the  forerunner  of  the  die  which 
eventually  produced  America’s  most  famous  small  cent  rarity!  Struck 
in  copper.  Rarity  6  (about  two  dozen  known).  Attractively  toned 
Choice  Proof.  A  real  buy  for  the  small  cent  specialist  at  1995.00 


CAREFUL  GRADING  AND  FAST  SERVICE 

You’ll  like  our  careful  grading  and  fast  service.  More  and  more 
collectors,  dealers  and  investors  are  making  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries,  Inc.  their  headquarters  for  choice  coins  of  the  U.S.  and 
the  world. 


1856  Pattern  lc.  J- 1 83.  The  famous  1856  flying  eagle  cent  struck  in 
nickel.  A  sharply  struck  and  attractive  Proof  with  some  light  rubbing. 
A  lovely  example  of  this  desirable  and  famous  rarity!  .  .  1695.00 
1858  Pattern  lc.  J- 1 92.  Rarity-5.  Obverse  from  the  regular  flying  eagle 
cent  die  with  small  letters.  Reverse  depicts  an  oak  wTeath.  Very 
scarce.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  rare  pattern  such  as  this  can  be 
obtained  for  just  a  fraction  of  the  price  for  a  far  commoner  regular 
issue!  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 625.00 


1858  Pattern  lc.  J-203.  Obverse  with  small  flying  eagle.  Reverse  with 
oak  wreath.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 525.00 


1858  Pattern  lc.  J-211.  Obverse  with  Indian  head  as  regularly  used  in 
1859,  but  dated  1858.  Reverse  with  ONE  CENT  within  oak  wreath. 
Copper-nickel.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 495.00 


1858  Pattern  lc.  J-214.  Obverse  with  Indian  head;  no  date  below. 

Reverse  with  laurel  wreath  style  as  adopted  in  1859.  Struck  on  a 
thick  planchet  with  very  broad  borders.  Dr.  Judd  notes  that  just  2  or 
3  are  known  to  exist.  A  museum  piece!  Struck  in  copper-nickel  on  a 
broad,  thick  planchet.  Lovely  toned  Proof .  1595.00 

1859  Pattern  lc.  J-228.  Transitional  issue.  Obverse  is  the  regular  Indian 

head  style.  The  reverse,  instead  of  being  the  laurel  wreath  style,  is  the 
type  of  ’60  with  oak  wreath  and  shield.  Adding  to  the  appeal  of  this 
coin  is  the  fact  that  several  authorities  (e.g.  Scott’s  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Coins  and  Wayte  Raymond)  have  listed  this  among  regular  issue 
Indian  cents.  Considering  that  fewer  than  1,000  pieces  are  known  in 
all  grades,  if  it  were  considered  to  be  a  regular  issue,  it  would  be  the 
prime  rarity  of  the  Indian  head  series!  We  offer  you  a  choice  of 
grades:  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $395.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$449.00;  or  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 495.00 


i863  Pattern  lc.  J-299.  Regular  dies  struck  on  a  thin  bronze  planchet; 
the  format  of  the  1864  and  succeeding  years.  No  L.  Important  as 
the  first  thin  bronze  cent.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 595.00 


AN  ENJOYABLE  NUMISMATIC  EXPERIENCE 

We  think  you’ll  enjoy  doing  business  with  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries,  Inc.  Since  1953  James  F.  Ruddy  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
have  been  supplying  discriminating  collectors  with  what  we  consider 
to  be  the  best  buvs  in  the  business.  We  offer  you  QUALITY, 
VALUE,  and  a  PLEASANT  TRANSACTION -all  of  which  will  add 
up  to  an  enjoyable  numismatic  experience. 
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Exceedingly  Rare  L863-L  Bronze  Cent 


1863-L  Pattern  lc.  J-301.  Struck  on  a  thin  bronze  planchet.  Design 
with  L  on  ribbon  (for  Longacre).  Identical  in  every  way  to  an  1864-L 
cent  except  for  the  date.  Described  by  Dr.  Judd  as  being  one  of  only- 
three  specimens  known  to  exist!  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all 
United  States  pattern  coins— a  highlight  of  the  pattern  cent  series. 
Choice  Brilliant  Proof,  a  prize! .  4950.00 

1864  Pattern  lc.  J-356.  Regular  dies  without  L  on  ribbon.  Struck  on  a 
thin  copper-nickel  planchet  (weight:  44  grains  instead  of  the  regular 
72  grains  of  thick  copper-nickel  cents).  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
$325.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 395.00 


Famous  1864-L  Proof  Bronze  Cent 


1864-L  Pattern  lc.  J-357.  Struck  in  bronze.  Although  listed  among 
patterns,  this  coin  is  famous  in  its  own  right  as  a  regular  issue  and  as 
part  of  certain  Proof  sets  Issued  in  the  year  1864.  The  Guide  Book  of 
IJ.S.  Coins  notes  that  just  20  pieces  were  struck!  The  coin  is  unpriced 
in  that  reference.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof,  no  finer  specimen  does  or 
could  exist!  A  remarkable  opportunity  to  acquire  one  of  America’s 
most  famous  numismatic  rarities  at  .  9500.00 


1865  Pattern  lc.  J-404.  Regular  dies,  struck  in  copper-nickel  on  a  thin 

planchet.  R-7.  Brilliant  Proof  . 895.00 

1869  Pattern  lc.  J-666.  Liberty  head  style  inspired  by  the  contempo¬ 
rary  nickel  3c.  piece.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 295.00 

1836  Pattern  2c.  J-52.  Design  with  small  eagle  perched  on  a 
cloud— somewhat  reminiscent  of  the  reverse  used  on  c.  1796-1 797 
silver  coins.  Billon.  Plain  edge.  Choice  brown  Uncirculated  .595.00 


1863  Pattern  2c.  J-305.  Obverse  with  bust  of  Washington  and  motto- 
GOD  AND  OUR  COUNTRY.  This  is  one  of  the  experimental  mottos 
used  before  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  accepted  as  the  standard. 
Copper.  Extremely  Fine  $295.00;  Choice  toned  Proof  .  .  .595.00 
1863  Pattern  2c.  J-312.  Obverse  similar  to  design  adopted  in  1864,  but 
with  motto  GOD  OUR  TRUST.  Reverse  similar  to  regular  issue  but 
with  CENTS  more  curved.  Struck  in  copper.  Choice  Proof  .495.00 
1870  Pattern  2c.  J-791.  Regular  dies  struck  in  aluminum.  One  of  fewer 
than  12  known  of  this  issue.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .595.00 
1868  Pattern  nickel  3c.  J-618.  Liberty  head  style,  but  with  a  slightly 
different  format  from  the  regular  issue.  Struck  in  nickel.  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof . 395.00 


1870  Pattern  silver  3c.  J-795.  Regular  dies  struck  in  aluminum. 

Exceedingly  rare;  one  of  fewer  than  a  dozen  extant  specimens. 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 595.00 

Note:  The  field  of  pattern  coins  affords  the  collector  the  opportunity 
to  acquire  top  grade  rarities— extremely  rare  U.S.  Mint  issues— for 
fractions  of  the  prices  one  would  expect  to  pay  for  comparably  rare 
regular  issues. 


1866  Pattern  5c.  J-461.  Obverse  with  the  bust  of  George  Washington. 
Reverse  with  small  5  CENTS  in  laurel  wreath.  Nickel.  A  beautiful 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 895.00 

1866  Pattern  5c.  J-462.  Identical  to  the  preceding  but  struck  in  copper. 

R-6.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  . 725.00 

1866  Pattern  5c.  J-470.  Bust  of  Washington  on  obverse;  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST.  The  reverse  features  a  short  5  in  wreath.  Nickel.  Plain  edge. 
R-6.  Brilliant  Proof . 495.00 


Rare  Lincoln  Nickel 


1866  Pattern  5c.  J-486.  Portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  obverse. 
Reverse  with  5  CENTS  within  wreath.  Struck  in  nickel.  Probably 
only  about  12  to  15  known!  A  very  attractive  Brilliant  Proof 
specimen  which  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  any  collection  it  becomes 
a  part  of! .  4500.00 
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1866  Pattern  5c.  J-504.  Obverse  is  the  regular  shield  nickel  Proof  die. 
Reverse  with  small  5  within  wreath.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  .  .695.00 


1866  Pattern  5c.  J-507.  Nickel.  Rarity-6.  An  important  transitional 
issue  having  the  regular  1866  obverse  and  a  reverse  without  rays  — 
the  style  used  in  1867  and  later.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  1495.00 
1866  Pattern  5c.  J-512.  Rarity-8,  just  2  or  3  known!  Regular  dies 
struck  in  steel.  Brilliant  Proof  .  1295.00 


1867  Unlisted  pattern  5c.  Obverse  from  the  regular  1867  shield  nickel 

die.  Reverse  with  5  CENTS  within  a  laurel  wreath.  Unlisted  in  Judd. 
Described  in  Scott’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins.  The  coin  is  struck 
in  bronze  and  is  an  attractively  toned  Proof.  A  possibly  unique 
pattern  —  a  prize  for  the  specialist  at  .  1950.00 

1868  Pattern  5c.  J-684.  Nickel.  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  .  .  .  .395.00 
1870  Pattern  5c.  J-806.  A  trial  piece  struck  in  aluminum  using  the 

regular  dies.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  . 595.00 

1869  Pattern  10c.  J-702.  Obverse  with  head  of  Liberty  wearing  a 

diadem,  a  plain  ribbon  encircling  the  hair;  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 
Reverse:  10  CENTS  in  oak  and  laurel  wreath;  STANDARD  SILVER 
above,  date  below.  Struck  in  silver,  with  reeded  edge.  R-5.  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof . 395.00 

1870  Pattern  10c.  J-874.  Trial  piece  in  aluminum.  Regular  dies.  Choice 

Brilliant  Proof . 550.00 


1879  Pattern  10c.  J-1586.  Struck  in  silver  with  a  reeded  edge.  Rarity-7. 
Morgan  design.  Gem  Proof,  with  beautiful  iridescent  toning  2195.00 


1875  Pattern  20c.  J-1407.  The  obverse  is  similar  to  the  regular  die  on 
this  year  although  the  date  is  smaller.  The  reverse  has  1/5  OF  A 
DOLLAR  in  a  laurel  wreath.  Struck  in  silver.  R-6.  Gem  Uncirculated, 
toned  .  1695.00 


1870  Pattern  25c.  J-925.  Regular  dies  struck  in  aluminum.  Gem 
Brilliant  Proof . 539  qq 


1838  Pattern  50c.  J-73.  Obverse  with  Kneass’  attractive  head  of 
Liberty.  Reverse  with  Gobrecht’s  illustrious  flying  eagle  design.  Very 
rare.  Choice  toned  Proof  $1895.00;  Gem  Proof  with  attractive  steel 
grey  toning  .  2095.00 


Attractive  1839  Pattern  50c. 


1839  Pattern  50c.  J-102.  A  Gobrecht  half  dollar  identical  in  every  way 
to  the  famed  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  of  this  year,  except  that  the 
present  coin  is  of  the  half  dollar  denomination.  The  obverse  portrays 
the  seated  figure  of  Liberty.  The  reverse  shows  an  eagle  flying  left  in 
a  plain  field.  Attractively  toned  Choice  Proof .  5500.00 


1859  Pattern  50c.  J-246.  Struck  in  copper;  reeded  edge.  Rarity-7. 

Longacre  obverse  and  Paquet  reverse.  Choice  toned  Proof  .595.00 

1869  Pattern  50c.  J-742.  Rarity-5.  STANDARD  SILVER  issue.  Silver; 

reeded  edge.  Choice  Proof,  steel  toning  . 595.00 

1869  Pattern  50c.  J-749.  Struck  in  silver;  plain  edge.  Rarity-7.  Gem 

Brilliant  Proof . 650.00 

1869  Pattern  50c.  J-755.  Silver;  plain  edge.  Rarity-7.  Gem  Brilliant 
Proof  . 650.00 

1869  Pattern  50c.  J-757.  R-6.  Copper;  plain  edge.  Choice  Brilliant 

Proof  . 550.00 

1870  Pattern  50c.  J-935.  R-6.  In  copper  with  reeded  edge.  Choice 

Proof,  bronzed  . 575.00 

1870  Pattern  50c.  J-994.  Regular  dies  struck  in  aluminum.  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof . 695.00 


1875  Pattern  20c.  J-1412.  Trial  piece  struck  in  copper,  using  the  regular 


dies.  Choice  toned  Proof  . 995.00 

1869  Pattern  25c.  J-733.  STANDARD  SILVER  issue.  Silver.  Reeded 

edge.  R-5.  Choice  toned  Proof  . 495.00 

1870  Pattern  25c.  J-914.  Struck  in  copper  with  reeded  edge.  Rarity-6. 
Choice  Proof,  with  beautiful  green  and  gold  toning  .  .  .  .459.00 


Your  best  source  for  Quality:  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 


1864  Pattern  $1.  J-396.  With  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse,  as 

adopted  in  1866.  Silver.  Brilliant  Proof  .  3950.00 

1870  Pattern  $1.  J-1021.  Regular  dies  struck  in  aluminum.  Gem 
Brilliant  Proof . 1,95.00 
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Rare  1884  Pattern  Trade  $1 


1884  Pattern  Trade  $1.  J-1732.  Struck  in  copper.  Rarer  (with  3  known) 
than  the  regular  silver  issue.  This  one  is  silvered  over  the  copper  base. 
Lightly  toned  Uncirculated.  A  rare  opportunity  at  .  .  12,500.00 


1874  Aluminum  Proof  Set 


1874  Proof  set  struck  in  aluminum  rather  than  in  the  usual  bronze, 
nickel,  and  silver  metals.  Contains  the  Indian  cent,  nickel  3c.  piece, 
shield  nickel,  dime  with  arrows  at  date,  quarter  with  arrows,  half 
dollar  with  arrows,  and  the  trade  dollar  (Judd  numbers:  1347,  1349, 
1351,  1353,  1360,  1362,  and  1364.) 

It  is  our  estimate  that  a  half  dozen  or  fewer  1874  aluminum  Proof 
sets  were  made.  Individual  1874  aluminum  coins  are  exceedingly  rare 
today.  This  set  will  create  attention  whenever  and  wherever  it  is 
displayed!  A  superb  set  in  Choice  Proof  condition  ....  8900.00 


Coins  of  Hawaii 


1883  Hawaiian  25c.  Bust  of  King  Kalakaua  (reigned  1874-1891).  The 
Hawaiian  quarter  is  the  most-available  of  the  Hawaiian  coinage.  The 
mintage  was  just  500,000,  but  a  nice  quantity  was  saved  at  the  time 
the  coinage  was  declared  non-legal  tender  (1905).  Circulated 
examples  are  rather  common,  although  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
quarters  are  becoming  increasingly  scarce  due  to  demand  from  type 
set  collectors.  We  have  a  nice  range  for  you  to  choose  from:  Very 
Good  $15.00;  Fine  $19.00;  Extremely  Fine,  full  beard  and  a  good 
quantity  of  lustre  $39.00;  About  Uncirculated  $59.00;  Borderline 
Uncirculated  (just  a  hint  of  rubbing  on  Kalakaua’s  beard— otherwise 
fully  BU)  $79.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  really  nice  and 

frosty  . 125.00 

1883  Hawaiian  50c.  Designs  as  last.  Mintage  of  750,000,  but  over 
600,000  of  these  were  recorded  as  melted  over  the  years!  Very  Fine 
$49.00;  About  Uncirculated,  lustrous  $159.00;  fully  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated,  though  this  one  has  light  hairlines,  probably  from  improper 
storage  over  the  years . 210.00 


1883  Hawaiian  $1.  Obverse  with  bust  of  Kalakaua.  Reverse  has  the  full 
Hawaiian  coat  of  arms  on  mantle.  Hawaiian  dollars  are  always  a  good 
seller.  They  are  popular  with  crowns-of-the-world  collectors  as  well 
as  U.S.  and  Hawaiian  specialists.  VF-EF  $175.00;  Extremely  Fine, 
full  beard  on  Kalakaua’s  cheek  $249.00;  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  $1895.00;  or  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  fully  prooflike, 
mirror  fields  at  .  1950.00 


Incredible  1883  Hawaiian  Dollar 


1883  Hawaiian  $1.  Gem  Uncirculated,  remarkable  deep  blue,  sea  green 
and  other  lovely  colored  toning.  We  purchased  this  Gem  at  the  recent 
A.N.A.  convention  in  New  York  City.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
talked-about  coins  in  a  later  convention  where  we  had  it  on  display 
in  our  coin  case.  Most  of  the  experts  in  the  Hawaiian  series  saw  this 
piece.  Their  unanimous  opinion  was  that  this  is  the  finest  Hawaiian 
dollar  in  quality  and  color  they  have  ever  seen.  Lesser-quality  and 
brilliant  Hawaiian  dollars  have  been  sold  for  as  much  as  $2500  in  the 
recent  past.  We  feel  that  this  is  the  opportunity  of  a  lifetime  at  our 
price  of  .  2450.00 


CAREFUL  GRADING  AND  FAST  SERVICE 

You’ll  like  our  carefui  grading  and  fast  service.  More  and  more 
collectors,  dealers,  and  investors  are  making  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries,  Inc.  their  headquarters  for  choice  coins  of  the  U.S.  and 
the  world. 


GUARANTEED  AUTHENTICITY 

Each  and  every  coin  purchased  from  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
is  absolutely  guaranteed  to  be  authentic.  You  can  be  sure  when  you 
buy  from  us. 
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1893  Pattern  Hawaiian  Dollar.  Designed  by  the  famous  medalist  Huth, 
of  England.  This  coin  was  one  of  a  short  series  struck  to 
commemorate  the  reign  of  Queen  Liliuokalani  (last  monarch  of 
Hawaii)  who  had  a  short  and  tumultuous  control  from  1891  to  1893. 
Other  pieces  by  Huth  include  a  dollar  to  honor  Princess  Kaiulani 
(heir  apparent  at  the  time  of  the  1893  revolution)  and  two  different 
$20  gold  patterns.  This  pattern  dollar  is  struck  in  silver  and  is  one  of 
just  50  pieces  struck!  The  date  1893  appears  as  18  and  93  in  two 
tiny  stars  on  the  reverse.  The  reverse  design  depicts  the  Hawaiian 
Island  chain.  Attractive  Brilliant  Proof,  some  of  the  inevitable  light 
hairlines  are  visible  (as  is  so  common  on  early  Proof  coins)  2750.00 


Sets 

PROOF  SETS 

1863  Proof  Set,  7  pieces:  $1,  50c,  25c,  10c,  half  dime,  3c  silver, 
copper-nickel  lc.  The  dollar  and  half  dollar  are  Choice  Brilliant 
Proofs.  The  quarter,  dime,  half  dime  and  three-cents  are  all  Choice 
Proofs  with  matched  sea-green  to  blue  toning.  A  Choice  set!  Just  460 
minted,  the  lowest  mintage  after  1858  to  the  present  .  .  4250.00 
1865  Proof  Set,  ty  pieces:  $1,  50c,  25c,  10c,  half  dime,  3c  silver,  3c 
nickel,  2c  and  lc.  All  pieces  are  Brilliant'  Proof.  The  3c  silver  and 

seated  25c  are  Choice  (near  Gem).  A  lovely  set  .  5495.00 

1869  Proof  Set,  10  pieces:  $1,  50c,  25c,  10c,  half  dime,  3c  silver,  3c 
nickel,  shield  5c,  2c,  and  lc.  The  silver  pieces  have  nearly  matched 
steel  blue  to  blue-green  toning.  The  3c  nickel  and  shield  5c  are 
Choice  Brilliant  Proofs  as  are  the  lc  and  2c.  This  outstanding  early 

Proof  set  can  be  yours  for .  4900.00 

1872  Proof  Set,  10  pieces:  $1,  50c,  25c,  10c,  half  dime,  shield  5c,  3c 
silver,  3c  nickel,  2c  and  lc.  All  are  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  and  very 
desirable.  In  plastic  holder .  5250.00 


1878  Proof  Set,  9  pieces:  Trade  $1,  Morgan  $1,  50c,  25c,  20c,  10c, 
shield  5c,  3c  nickel,  and  lc.  A  Choice  Proof  set.  The  Morgan  $1  is 
brilliant  on  the  obverse  and  steel  toned  on  the  reverse.  The  other 
silver  pieces  have  exquisite  matched  steel  blue  and  lavender  toning. 
Included  with  this  date  are,  of  course,  the  proof-only  20c,  shield  5c 


and  3c  nickel.  Another  highly  desirable  Choice  Proof  set  .  5995.00 
1891  Proof  Set,  6  pieces:  $1,  50c,  25c,  10c,  Liberty  5c,  and  lc.  The 
silver  coins  are  steel  and  blue  toned . 2195.00 


1904  Proof  Set,  6  pieces:  $1,  50c,  25c,  10c,  5c,  and  lc.  All  are  Choice 


Proofs  and  the  silver  pieces  are  perfectly  matched  with  deep 
blue-green  and  gray  toning.  This  is  the  last  year  that  the  $1  was 

included  in  proof  sets!  .  2550  00 

1912  Proof  Set,  5  pieces:  50c,  25c,  10c,  5c,  Lincoln  lc  Matte.  All  have 
beautiful  rainbow  toning-delicate  hues  of  blue,  gray  and  pink  on  the 
50c,  25c,  and  10c.  The  5c  is  light  golden.  The  lc  is  chocolate  with 


1912  Proof  Set,  5  pieces:  50c,  25c,  10c,  5c,  and  lc.  A  fantastic  set  as 

all  coins  grade  Gem  Proof!  .  2050.00 

1914  Proof  Set,  5  pieces:  50c,  25c,  10c,  5c  Matte,  lc  Matte.  A 
low-mintage  set  of  Choice  Proofs.  The  silver  issues  range  from  light 
pink  toning  all  the  way  through  the  spectrum  to  deepest  blues  and 
purples.  The  Matte  nickel  has  just  the  lightest  toning  .  .  2195.00 
Proof  Sets,  complete  date  run  1936  through  1972.  A  date  run  of 
Choice  Proof  sets.  The  1936  set  has  the  type  I  (slightly  frosty) 
nickel.  The  1942  set  includes  both  the  pre-war  nickel  and  the  silver 
“P”  nickel.  Also  included  are  both  1960  small  date  and  1960  large 
date  sets.  A  total  of  28  sets.  All  are  in  Choice  Proof  condition.  Priced 


reasonably  at  . 4100.00 

1937  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  set— a  nice  one!  . 729.00 


INTERESTING  SETS  AND  COLLECTIONS 

Complete  set  of  flying  eagle  and  Indian  cents.  Choice  BIJ  and  Proof. 
The  62  piece  set  includes:  1856,  1864-L  and  no  “L”,  1869/8,  1873 
open  3  and  closed  3,  1886  Type  I  and  Type  II.  The  key  pieces  are  in 
these  grades:  1856  BU,  1857  BU,  1858  large  and  small  letters.  BU, 
1869/8  BU,  1877  Choice  toned  Proof,  and  1909-S  Red  and  brown 

Uncirculated.  Housed  in  a  display  holder  .  8500.00 

Set  of  20th  century  Indian  cents,  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  1901-1909. 

Choice  BU  in  display  holder.  10  coins . 489.00 

Set  of  Lincoln  cents  1909-1973.  All  dates  and  mintmarks  in  that  range; 
no  1922  plain  or  1955  Double  Die.  A  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
set  in  custom  display  holders.  Sets  of  this  quality  are  very,  very 
scarce;  only  rarely  does  such  an  opportunity  present  itself  5500.00 
Set  of  Jefferson  nickels  1938-1972,  all  Proof  issues.  One  of  each  Proof 
issued  (as  part  of  Proof  sets)  during  this  period.  Both  Type  I  and 

Type  II  issues  of  1942.  Choice  Proofs.  26  coins . 225.00 

Set  of  Mercury  dimes  1934-1945,  one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no 
overdates)  in  that  range.  Choice  BU.  A  popular  set!  .  .  .  .375.00 
Set  of  Proof  Liberty  seated  quarters  1855  to  1891  complete.  Brilliant 
Proof  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  grade,  an  old-time  collection  gathered 
together  many  years  ago.  Contains  the  exceedingly  rare  1855  with 
arrows,  1856,  and  1857  Proofs,  the  with-arrows  issues  of  1873-1874, 
the  scarce  dates  in  the  1880s,  etc.  A  superb  collection  for  the 

discriminating  buyer! .  29,500.00 

Set  of  Washington  quarters  1941-1964.  One  of  each  date  and  mintmark 

issued  in  that  range.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated . 225.00 

Set  of  Barber  half  dollars  1892-1915.  One  of  each  date  and  mintmark. 

Good  to  EF  grade.  Not  often  offered! . 995.00 

Set  of  Liberty  walking  half  dollars  1941-1947.  One  of  each  date  and 
mintmark  in  that  range.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A  popular  and 

very  beautiful  set!  . 525.00 

Set  of  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1893.  One  each  of 
the  13  different  dates  produced  by  the  Carson  City  Mint  during  this 

era.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated .  4500.00 

Collection  of  20th  century  type  coins.  Mostly  Choice  Brilliant  Proof 
grade,  plus  some  Choice  BU  examples.  25  coins,  including  the  Barber 
issues,  Liberty  standing  25c  varieties,  etc.  In  a  beautiful  display 

holder  .  3395.00 

Collection  of  U.S.  Mint  sets  1936-1971.  One  each  of  every  date  and 
mintmark  issued  during  that  range,  all  Brilliant  Uncirculated  as 
obtained  in  original  mint  sets  from  the  II. S.  Treasury.  In  addition, 
the  following  varieties  were  later  acquired  and  included:  1937-D 
3-leg  5c.  BU,  nibbing;  1938-D  over  D  5c  BU;  1938-D/S  5c  BU; 
1942/1  10c  AU;  1945-S  Micro  S  10c  BU;  1955  Double  Die  lc  AU; 
1960  Small  date  lc,  1970  high  and  low  7  lc  varieties.  A  nice 

collection!  .  4295.00 

Set  of  Indian  $2Vi  gold  1908-1929.  EF-AU  grade.  One  of  each  date  and 
mintmark,  including  the  elusive  191 1-D.  Buy  it  for  just  .  1850.00 
Set  of  Indian  .$2Vi  gold  1908-1929  as  preceding,  but  in  AU  to  Unc. 
grade  .  2095.00 
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Currency 

We  are  always  in  need  of  Choice  Crisp  New  early  large  size  bills.  /Is 
you  can  tell  from  our  listing  we  try  to  maintain  a  large  stock  of  these 
desirable  notes.  If  you  have  notes  for  sale  from  time  to  time  we'd  be 
pleased  to  make  an  offer  for  them. 

The  list  of  notes  that  follows  gives  you  a  wide  range  of  choices.  From 
rather  inexpensive  (but  fascinating)  later  large-size  notes  to  the  earlier 
and  expensive  ones,  our  stock  varies  considerably.  On  some  pieces  we 
have  multiples.  But,  in  the  case  of  most  early  notes  we’ve  only  one  in 
stock.  Order  early,  or  if  possible,  please  give  second  choices.  This  way 
you  are  insured  of  being  pleased! 

We  try  to  be  straightforward  concerning  grading: 

(1)  Gem  Crisp  New  (or  Uncirculated).  A  note  that  is  bright  as  the 
day  it  was  issued,  nicely  centered  and  free  of  spots,  corner  creases  or 
other  impairments.  The  “ top  of  the  line”  so  to  speak,  and  really  quite 
elusive  on  early  notes.  Prices  for  Gem  notes  usually  run  20  to  30% 
above  Choice  notes. 

(2)  Choice  Crisp  New.  A  little  under  the  Gem  category.  Usually  a 
Choice  note  is  one  in  which  the  centering  is  a  bit  off  (although  there  are 
definitely  four  full  margins).  The  paper  may  have  mellowed  a  bit  but 
will  NOT  be  yellowed  or  show  age  spots.  Prices  for  Choice  notes  run 
from  Friedberg  catalog  (eighth  edition)  up  to  50%  over.  Choice  notes 
are  definitely  ABOVE  AVERAGE  and  this  is  what  you  may  expect 
when  you  order  a  Choice  Crisp  New  note  from  Bowers  &  Ruddy 
Galleries. 

(3)  Crisp  New  notes  are  strictly  Uncirculated.  They  will  not  have 
folds.  If  any  small  corner  creases  are  present  these  will  be  mentioned. 
Centering  will  probably  be  off  on  one  or  two  margins.  The  paper  is 
often  yellowed  somewhat  or  there  may  be  a  light  “ counting  smudge” 
caused  by  a  sticky-fingered  bank  teller  years  ago.  (Counting  smudges 
usually  appear  in  the  upper  right  corner  of  the  front).  Thus  a  Crisp  New 
condition  note  will  never  have  circulated  but  will  have  uaged”  enough 
so  it  isn't  above  average.  Pricing  for  Crisp  New  notes  is  usually  at  or 
below  Friedberg  catalog. 

(4)  About  Uncirculated  (AU).  Nearly  full  crispness  but  with  a 
vertical  fold.  More  than  one  vertical  fold  and  the  note  is  a  lower  grade. 

(5)  Extremely  Fine  and  lower.  These  constitute  notes  that  are 
collectable,  but  except  for  very  rare  types,  are  considered  more  or  less 
as  notes  to  hold  awaiting  higher  grade  specimens. 


Legal  Tender  Issues,  1862-1923 
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$1  Legal  Tender.  Series  1862.  “Signatures”  of  Chittenden  &  Spinner. 
F-16.  This  is  the  first  of  the  SI  “greenbacks”  that  helped  pay  for  the 

Union’s  side  of  the  Civil  War.  Choice  Crisp  New . 395.00 

Si  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Tillman  &  Morgan.  F-35.  Small  red  seal, 
blue  serial  numbers.  Portrait  of  Washington  as  a  central  theme. 

Choice  Crisp  New  . 215.00 

Si  Legal  Tender.  Series  1917.  Elliott  &  Burke.  F-37.  Similar  to  last  but 
now  the  serial  numbers  are  red.  An  inexpensive  type.  VF  .  .  15.00 
SI  Legal  Tender.  Series  1917.  “Burke  &  Elliott”  error  note.  As  last,  but 
the  signatures  of  Elliott  &  Burke  have  been  reversed  in  an  engraving 
error!  This  is  the  only  time  this  error  occurs  on  a  U.S.  note.  Choice 
Crisp  New  . 169.00 


INTERESTED  IN  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENT? 

Over  the  years,  a  fine  collection  of  rare  coins  has  been  a  great 
investment  and  a  treasure  for  its  owner.  Helping  you  build  a  fine 
collection  for  investment  and  historical  interests  is  our  specialty! 


Si  Legal  Tender.  Series  1923.  Speelman  &  White.  F-40.  The  last  of  the 
large  size  Si  U.S.  Notes.  A  popular  design,  similar  to  small  size  ones 
of  today,  but  with  striking  red  serial  numbers  and  seal.  Choice  Crisp 
New  $145.00;  Another,  this  one  with  a  low  serial  number  ( A486B  or 

A487B)!  Choice  Crisp  New,  and  priced  at  only  . 195.00 

$2  Legal  Tender.  Series  1862.  Chittenden  &  Spinner.  F-41.  A  rare  and 
much  underrated  $2  Legal  Tender  note.  First  of  the  $2  greenbacks. 
Crisp  New  condition  . 345.00 


$2  Legal  Tender.  Series  1869.  Allison  &  Spinner.  F-42.  The  beautiful 
“rainbow  series”  note.  A  colorful  combination  of  red,  blue  and 
green.  Choice  Crisp  New  and  decidedly  scarce  this  nice.  .  .750.00 
$2  Legal  Tender.  Series  1878.  Allison  &  Gilfillan.  Small  red  seal  and 
ornate  light  red  scroll  work  design.  F-48.  Crisp  New  $275.00;  Choice 

Crisp  New  . 325.00 

$5  Legal  Tender.  Series  1862.  Chittenden  &  Spinner.  F-61a.  “Series” 
on  front  of  note.  Another  scarce,  early  note.  Crisp  New  .  .350.00 
$5  Legal  Tender.  Series  1863.  Chittenden  &  Spinner.  F-63.  Similar  to 
the  last  but  with  a  slightly  different  design  on  the  reverse.  New,  with 

a  tiny  corner  crease  . 275.00 

$5  Legal  Tender.  Series  1869.  Allison  &  Spinner.  F-64.  The  “rainbow 
series”  note.  One  of  the  most  colorful  series  ever  issued  by  the  U.S. 
Crisp  New,  two  pinholes.  Corners  rounded.  A  cheapie  at  $149.00; 
Crisp  New  $299.00;  Choice  Crisp  New  $395.00;  or  a  truly  superb 

Gem  Crisp  New  example  for . 420.00 

$5  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Rosecrans  &  Nebeker.  F-79.  Red  seal  and 

blue  serial  numbers.  Crisp  New . 119.00 

$5  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Bruce  &  Roberts.  F-81.  As  last.  Crisp 

New . 119.00 

$10  Legal  Tender.  Series  1869.  Allison  &  Spinner.  F-96.  The  “rainbow 

series.”  Crisp  New  . 525.00 

$10  Legal  Tender.  F-96  as  last.  Choice  Crisp  New  . 675.00 

$10  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Bruce  &  Wyman.  F-102.  Large  brown 

seal.  The  interesting  “jackass”  note.  Crisp  New  . 325.00 

$10  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Bruce  &  Wyman.  Large  red  seal.  F-103. 
Crisp  New,  tiny  corner  crease  $250.00;  Choice  Crisp  New  .375.00 


$10  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Rosecrans  &  Hyatt.  Large  red  seal  with 
spikes.  The  “jackass”  note,  as  last.  F-106.  Choice  Crisp  New,  a  high 

grade  on  this  rare  variety  . 525.00 

$10  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Tillman  &  Morgan.  F-lll.  “Jackass” 

note.  Crisp  New  $325.00;  Choice  Crisp  New  . 375.00 

$10  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Lyons  &  Roberts.  F-113.  “Jackass” 
note.  Crisp  New  . 325.00 
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SlO  Legal  Tender.  Series  1901.  Teehee  &  Burke.  F-120.  The  Bison 
note.  Gem  Crisp  New . 495.00 


$10  Legal  Tender.  Series  1923.  Speelman  &  White.  F-123.  A  very  scrace 
note!  When  anyone  has  one  of  these  1923  10s,  it’s  usually  in 
circulated  condition.  We’re  proud  to  offer  you  a  Choice  Crisp  New 
example  of  F-123  for .  1595.00 


$20  Legal  Tender.  Series  1869.  Allison  &  Spinner.  F-127.  The  rainbow 
series  $20.  Lower  denomination  rainbows  are  very  scarce.  The  $20  is 
EXTREMELY  RARE,  and  particularly  in  this  Gem  Crisp  New 
condition.  A  remarkable  blending  of  blue  security  fibers  and  ornate 
red  seal,  numbers  and  scroll  work  give  this  note  a  delicate  and 
beautiful  red,  white  and  blue  appearance.  Gem  Crisp  New  2750.00 
$20  Legal  Tender.  Series  1878.  Allison  &  Gilfillan.  F-129.  A  red  XX  at 
both  sides  of  the  central  20.  Another  scarce  early  twenty.  Crisp  New 

condition . 850.00 

$20  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Bruce  &  Roberts.  F-142.  Blue  serial 
numbers,  small  red  seal  with  scalloped  periphery.  Lovely  Gem  Crisp 


New  condition  . 495.00 

$20  Legal  Tender.  Series  1880.  Elliott  &  White.  F-147.  Red  serial 
numbers.  Choice  Crisp  New  $299.00;  another  beautiful  Gem  Crisp 
New  note . 425.00 


$10  Refunding  Certificate.  Dated  April  1st,  1879.  Signatures  of 
Gilfillan  &  Scofield.  This  is  an  interest  bearing  note  that  circulated 
alongside  of  the  regular  U.S.  issues.  Made  in  very  limited  numbers, 
this  type  was  issued  in  low  denominations  to  help  attract  investors 
with  lower  incomes.  Issued  at  4%  interest.  Sort  of  like  a  Series  “E” 
savings  bond  that  circulates!  F-214.  A  pleasing  VF-EF  .  .  1850.00 


Silver  Certificates,  1886-1923 

$1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1886.  Rosecrans  &  Huston.  Martha 
Washington  portrait  Large  red  seal.  F-218.  Choice  Crisp  New,  two 
tiny  pinholes  . 250.00 


SECOND  CHOICES 

SECOND  CHOICES  will  be  appreciated!  As  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  is  being  written,  each  and  every  coin  described  and 
illustrated  is  actually  in  our  stock.  However,  many  pieces  are 
one-of-a-kind  in  our  inventory.  For  this  reason  we  really  encourage 
you  to  list  second  choices.  A  special  space  for  this  purpose  is  on  the 
back  of  your  order  blank.  Second  choices  will  not  be  used  unless  the 
first  choices  have  been  sold.  If  you’re  ordering  for  a  type  set  and  the 
date  is  not  of  importance,  just  mark  “Same  Type’  as  your  second 
choice  —  and  we’ll  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal 
or  higher  grade  and  value.  Second  choices  help  you  —  by  giving  you 
a  greater  percentage  of  your  order  with  a  lessened  possibility  of  a 
“sold  out”  letter  or  a  partial  refund.  Second  choices  help  us  by 
bringing  more  business  our  way.  So,  second  choices  are  an  ideal 
situation  for  both  of  us!  _ 


CHECK  THIS  ISSUE  CAREFULLY 

There  are  many  great  buys  in  this  issue  of  the  “Rare  Coin 
Review.”  Check  these  pages  carefully  and  pick  out  the  most 
interesting  items-and  then  write  or  telephone  with  your  order.  We 
look  forward  to  hearing  from  you! 
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Special  Offering!  To  anyone  ordering  one  of  the  above  Educational  Sets 
we  will  include  at  no  extra  charge  the  limited  printing  of  the  1897 
series  $10  Educational  note.  These  were  printed  by  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury,  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association’s  83rd  convention  at  Bal  Harbour,  Florida. 
They  were  only  available  for  six  days  in  August  1974.  Whatever 
quantity  was  sold  during  that  time  is  all  that  were  made!  The  print 
we  are  offering  is  a  reproduction  of  the  obverse  of  a  proposed  $10 
Silver  Certificate,  designated  Series  of  1897,  and  originally  intended 
for  issuance  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Educational  notes.  The 
central  theme  is  entitled  “Agriculture  and  Forestry.”  The  $10  notes 
were  not  printed  since  bills  of  that  denomination  were  not  provided 
for  in  the  Act  of  Congress  of  August  4,  1886  which  authorized  the 
1896  series. 

To  those  collectors  who  just  want  a  copy  of  this  $10  printing, 
they  are  available  at . 12.00 


Educational  Series,  1896  set.  The  beautiful  Educational  notes  issued  at 
a  time  when  ornate  designs  were  “in.”  Regrettably  this  is  not  so  in 
these  hectic  70s.  Originally  plans  called  for  denominations  of  $1,  $2, 
$5  and  $10  notes  to  be  made  in  the  “educational”  group.  However, 
only  the  first  three  actually  made  it  to  the  printing  stage.  Included 
are  the  following  popular  three: 

(1)  $1  bill.  Type  of  F-224  to  225.  The  title  of  this  one  is  “History 
Instructing  Youth.”  (2)  $2  bill.  Type  of  F-247  to  248.  “Science 
Presenting  Steam  and  Electricity  to  Commerce  and  Manufacture.” 
(3)  $5  bill.  Type  of  F-268  to  270.  Allegorical  group  showing 
electricity  as  the  dominant  force  in  the  world. 

The  backs  show  famous  Americans.  $1  with  George  and  Martha 
Washington.  $2  with  Robert  Fulton  (steamboat  fame)  and  Samuel 
F. B.  Morse  (telegraph  and  Morse  code).  $5  with  Ulysses  S.  Grant  and 
Philip  Sheridan,  Union  Army  generals  during  the  Civil  War. 

We  proudly  offer  a  complete  set  of  these  Educational  notes.  Each 
set  contains  one  $1,  $2,  and  $5  bill.  The  highlight  of  any  coin  or 
currency  collection.  Crisp  New  $2500.00;  Choice  Crisp  New  2950.00 


$1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1899.  Napier  &  Thompson.  F-231.  Napier  & 
Thompson  signatures  were  used  on  a  very  limited  number  of  notes. 
These  two  men  were  together  for  just  a  few  months.  About 
Uncirculated.  Priced  reasonably  at  . 275.00 


$1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1899.  Teehee  &  Burke.  F-233.  A  nice  type 
note.  Choice  Crisp  New  (feel  free  to  order  more  as  we’ve  just 

purchased  over  a  dozen)  . 69.00 

$1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1923.  Speelman  &  White.  F-237.  AU 

$19.00;  Crisp  New  . 32.00 

$1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1923.  Woods  &  White.  F-238.  AU  $19.00; 

Crisp  New  . 32.00 

$2  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1886.  Rosecrans  &  Jordan.  F-240.  Small  red 
seal  type.  Crisp  New  . 375.00 


$2  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1886.  Rosecrans  &  Hyatt.  F-242.  Large  red 
seal.  Choice  Crisp  New  $449.00;  Gem  Crisp  New.  Really  rare  for  one 

of  these  elusive  early  twos . 495.00 

$2  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1886.  Rosecrans  &  Huston.  F-244.  AU 

$329.00;  Crisp  New  . 395.00 

$2  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1891.  Tillman  &  Morgan.  F-246.  Portrait  of 

William  Windom.  A  short-lived  series.  EF-AU . 450.00 

$2  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1896.  Bruce  &  Roberts.  The  Educational 
series  note.  A  beautiful  design  type.  F-248.  Choice  Crisp  New. 
Regularly  $1050,  but  for  this  issue  of  the  Review  only  .  .  .995.00 


$1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1896.  Tillman  &  Morgan.  Educational 
series.  F-224.  Crisp  New  $339.00;  Choice  Crisp  New  .  .  .  .425.00 
$1  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1899.  Vernon  &  Treat.  F-228.  Large 
spread- winged  eagle  in  center.  Very  Fine  $16.00;  Crisp  New  45.00 


$5  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1886.  Rosecrans  &  Hyatt.  F-261.  Large  red 
seal.  Silver  dollar  back.  Always  a  popular  design  type.  Extremely 
Fine  $950.00;  AU,  a  top-notch  example  $1100.00;  New,  tiny  corner 
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$5  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1896.  Tillman  &  Morgan.  F-268.  The 
Educational  series.  Choice  Crisp  New  condition.  Regularly  $1495.00, 
reduced  for  this  Review  only  by  $100.  Now  just  ....  1395.00 
$5  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1896.  Lyons  &  Roberts.  F-270.  Educational 
series.  AU  . 775.00 


$5  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1899.  Vernon  &  McQung.  F-274.  The 

“Onepapa”  type.  Choice  Crisp  New . 325.00 

$5  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1899.  Napier  &  McClung.  F-275.  Onepapa. 

Choice  Crisp  New  . 325.00 

$5  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1899.  Teehee  &  Burke.  F-278.  Onepapa. 

Choice  Crisp  New  . 325.00 

$5  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1899.  Elliott  &  White.  F-280.  Onepapa. 
Choice  Crisp  New  . 325.00 


A79990pB 


WAMHiNnroK.D.r 


$5  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1923.  Speelman  &  White.  F-282.  Lincoln  in 
the  porthole  design.  Crisp  New  $375.00;  Choice  Crisp  New  .495.00 
$10  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1891.  Rosecrans  &  Nebeker.  F-298.  Small 
red  seal.  A  scarce  note!  Choice  Crisp  New  . 650.00 


Treasury  or  Coin  Notes,  1890-1891 

$1  Treasury  Note.  Series  1891.  Rosecrans  &  Nebeker.  F-350.  Gem 

Crisp  New  . 295.00 

$1  Treasury  Note.  Series  1891.  Tillman  &  Morgan.  F-351.  Crisp  New 

$210.00;  Gem  Crisp  New  . 295.00 

$1  Treasury  Note.  Series  1891.  Bruce  &  Roberts.  F-352.  Choice  Crisp 
New  $259.00;  Gem  Crisp  New . 295.00 


$5  Treasury  Note.  Series  1890.  Rosecrans  &  Huston.  F-359.  Design 
with  ornate  back.  A  very  rare  issue  (as  are  all  series  1890  Treasury 

Notes).  Crisp  New  . 895.00 

$5  Treasury  Note.  Series  1891.  Tillman  &  Morgan.  F-363.  In  Crisp  New 

condition . 449.00 

$5  Treasury  Note.  Series  1891.  Bruce  &  Roberts.  F-364.  Gem  Crisp 

New,  a  real  bargain  for  just  . 550.00 

$10  Treasury  Note.  Series  1891.  Bruce  &  Roberts.  F-371.  A  Crisp  New 
example  for . 495.00 


National  Bank  Notes 

$1  National  Bank  Note.  First  Charter.  Series  1875.  Allison  &  New. 
F-383.  1  ront  with  two  ladies  before  an  altar  representing  concord. 
Back  has  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  Home  National  Bank  of 
Milford,  Massachusetts.  Charter  No.  2275.  Choice  Crisp  New  595.00 


$2  National  Bank  Note.  1875.  Allison  &  New.  F-390.  The  “Lazy  2.” 
First  charter.  The  Home  National  Bank  of  Milford,  Massachusetts. 
Charter  No.  2275.  This  is  one  of  the  most  popular  early  National 
types.  The  note  grades  Crisp  New  and  we  offer  it  in  this  issue  of  the 
Review  at  $100  off  our  regular  price  for  a  Crisp  New  Lazy-2  1495.00 
$5  National  Bank  Note.  First  charter.  Chittenden  &  Spinner.  F-394. 
Dated  1864.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Cobleskill,  New  York. 
Charter  number  (not  appearing  on  this  “original  series”  note)  is  461. 

A  scarce  early  note.  Crisp  New . 695.00 

$5  National  Bank  Note.  1882.  Bruce  &  Wyman.  F-467.  The  brown 
back.  The  Second  National  Bank  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio.  Charter  No. 
3274.  Regional  letter  M.  Bright  and  Choice  Crisp  New  .  .  .395.00 
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$5  National  Bank  Note.  F-467,  as  last.  This  one  is  from  The  National 
Bank  of  Commerce  in  New  York,  New  York.  Charter  No.  <  33.  A 
good  brown-back  type  note  which  has  shown  remarkable  appreci¬ 
ation  over  the  years.  Choice  Crisp  New  . 395.00 

$20  National  Bank  Note.  1882.  Second  charter,  brown  back.  Bruce  & 
Wyman.  F-494.  Again,  The  National  Bank  of  Commerce  in  New 

York.  Crisp  New . 459.00 

$5  National  Bank  Note.  1882.  Second  charter,  dated  back.  Lyons  & 
Roberts.  F-545.  The  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  National  Bank  of  San 
Francisco,  California.  Charter  No.  5105.  Regional  letter  P.  Pleasing 

Fine  condition  . 129.00 

$5  National  Bank  Note.  1882.  Second  charter,  denomination  back. 
Lyons  &  Roberts.  F-574.  The  National  Bank  of  New  Bloomfield, 
Pennsylvania.  Charter  No.  5133.  A  rare  type  note.  Crisp  New  and 
without  a  fold,  although  it  was  evidently  once  laundered  .  .409.00 
$5  National  Bank  Note.  F-607.  1902.  Third  charter,  third  issue.  Elliott 
&  Burke.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Lynchburg,  Ohio.  Charter  No. 
11772.  Another  good  type  note.  Crisp  New  . 95.00 

A  PLEASANT  TRANSACTION! 

You,  like  thousands  of  other  numismatists  around  the  world,  will 
like  the  Bowers  and  Ruddy  way  of  doing  business. 


Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  -  For  Quality  and  Value 
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Federal  Reserve  Notes  and 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  Notes 


$1  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  1918.  F-710.  Boston.  Elliott  &  Burke. 

Willett  &  Morss.  A  popular  type  note.  Choice  Crisp  New  .  .  59.00 
$1  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  1918.  F-738.  Kansas  City.  Elliott  & 
Burke.  Anderson  &  Miller.  This  is  a  cut  sheet  of  four  notes!  Each 
note  is  in  serial  number  order  and  the  four  are  sold  here  as  a  unit. 

Crisp  New  condition  . 265.00 

$1  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  1918.  F-733.  St.  Louis.  Elliott  &  Burke. 
White  &  Biggs.  Gem  Crisp  New . 69.00 


$2  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  1918.  F-753.  Chicago.  The  battleship 
back.  Teehee  &  Burke.  McCloud  &  McDougal.  One  of  the  most 
underrated  of  all  large  size  notes  in  New  conditon.  This  note  grades 

Choice  Crisp  New  . 195.00 

$5  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  1918.  F-785.  Cleveland.  Teehee  & 

Burke.  Baxter  &  Fancher.  Gem  Crisp  New  . 175.00 

$5  Federal  Reserve  Note.  1914.  F-833.  New  York.  Burke  &  McAdoo. 
The  scarce,  but  popular  red  seal  variety.  Another  overlooked  type. 

Choice  Crisp  New  . 250.00 

$5  Federal  Reserve  Note.  1914.  F-838.  Chicago.  Burke  &  McAdoo.  Red 
seal  variety  and  interesting  serial  number  —  G3110A.  Choice  Crisp 

New . 269.00 

$5  Federal  Reserve  Note.  1918.  F-847.  Boston.  WTiite  &  Mellon.  Choice 

Crisp  New . 45.00 

$5  Federal  Reserve  Note.  1914.  F-850.  New  York.  Burke  &  Houston. 

Choice  Crisp  New  . 45.00 

$5  Federal  Reserve  Note.  1914.  F-858.  Cleveland.  Burke  &  Houston. 

Choice  Crisp  New  . 45.00 

$10  Federal  Reserve  Note.  1914.  F-951.  San  Francisco.  WTiite  & 

Mellon.  Choice  Crisp  New . 55.00 

$20  Federal  Reserve  Note.  1914.  F-953.  New  York.  Red  seal  type. 

Burke  &  McAdoo.  Gem  Crisp  New  . 375.00 

$100  Federal  Reserve  Note.  1914.  F-1104.  Atlanta.  Burke  &  McAdoo. 
Gem  Crisp  New  . 295.00 


Gold  Certificates 

$10  Gold  Certificate.  Series  1922.  F-1173.  Speelman  &  White.  Very 
Fine  . 79.00 


$20  Gold  Certificate.  Series  1905.  F-1180.  The  Technicolor  Note. 
Aptly  called  as  the  colorful  front  mixes  a  beautiful  yellow-gold  with 
red  seal.  One  of  the  most  sought-after  notes  in  the  U.S.  currency 
field!  If  ever  you  could  find  a  Choice  Crisp  New  note  of  this 
technicolor  series  we’d  quickly  pay  $2500  or  more  to  buy  it!  We’re 
proud  to  offer  a  nice  Very  Fine  note.  When  these  do  pop  up,  this  is 

their  usual  condition  . 575.00 

$50  Gold  Certificate.  1882.  F-1J97.  Napier  &  McClung.  VF-EF  225.00 
$100  Gold  Certificate.  1922.  F-1215.  Speelman  &  White.  Extremely 
1  me  . 250.00 


$5/$10  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Double  Denomination  error.  From  the 
same  sheet  as  the  note  pictured  on  page  176  of  Donlon’s  catalog,  and 
is  in  fact  only  one  digit  higher  in  number.  Evidently  the  $10  back 
was  printed  first,  then  the  sheet  was  removed  for  inspection  and 
erroneously  replaced  in  a  rack  of  the  $5  denomination!  This  rarity  is 
a  1914  series  note  from  Chicago.  Signatures  of  Burke,  McAdoo. 
F-868;  D-505(10)G-35.  Serial  number  G18826674A.  Very  Fine 
condition . .  2950.00 


A  Second  Double  Denomination  Note! 
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$2/$l  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Double  Denomination  error. 
Another  of  these  extremely  rare  and  certainly  very  interesting  errors! 
This  one  is  also  from  Chicago.  Signatures  are  Teehee,  Burke  and 
McCloud,  McDougal.  Series  1918.  Serial  number  G1302422A.  A  nice 
Fine  condition  note .  2950.00 
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“  Your  Friends  in  the  Rare  Coin  Business  ” 


Still  Another  Double  Denomination  Note 
Series  1934D 


$5/110  Federal  Reserve  Note.  Double  Denomination  error.  Series 
1934D.  Kansas  City.  As  with  the  previous  double  denomination 
note,  this  piece  is  an  extreme  rarity.  Most  probably  only  one  sheet  of 
32  notes  was  made,  but  far  fewer  than  32  of  these  are  known  today. 
While  not  as  rare  as  the  other  note  we  have,  its  condition  is  superior, 
Gem  Crisp  New.  Priced  to  sell  at  .  2950.00 


Move’m  Out  Specials 

The  following  are  exactly  what  the  title  says.  Items  we’ve  priced  at 
such  low  prices  they  are  sure  to  move  quite  quickly.  If  these  don’t 
appear  as  bargains,  well,  what  can  we  say?  All  are  properly  graded  — 
just  items  we  wish  to  clear  out  before  we  purchase  new  material. 
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$1  Silver  Certificates.  1935A.  HAWAII  overprints.  A  most  popular  type 
note.  We  have  Choice  Crisp  New  notes  available  and  offer  them  each 
for  $15.00;  or  buy  FIFTY  (50)  —  only  one  bundle  of  50  available,  so 

hurry  —  for  a  remarkable  . 600.00 

Group  No.  1.  $1  Silver  Certificates.  All  are  in  Choice  New  condition. 
Included  are  the  following  (quantities  in  parentheses):  (1)  1935A, 
(6)  1935D,  (3)  1935E,  (3)  1935F,  (3)  1935G  with  motto,  (3)  1935G 
without  motto,  (3)  1935H,  (3)  1957,  (3)  1957A,  (3)  1957B.  A  total 

of  31  pieces.  Face  value  is  $31.00!  The  lot  for  . 49.00 

Group  No.  2.  $1  Silver  Certificates.  (7)  1935C,  (3)  1935D,  (2)  1935E  - 
star  notes,  (2)  1935G  no  motto,  (2)  1957A,  (3)  1957B.  A  total  of  19 

pieces.  All  are  Choice  Crisp  New  condition . 29.00 

Group  No.  3.  Original  bank-wrapped  bundle  of  100  1963B  Barr  notes. 
All  are  star  notes!  All  are  Choice  Crisp  New  condition.  And  as  an 
added  extra,  one  of  them  is  a  radar  note  (L45400454*).  An 
outstanding  opportunity  —  all  Barr  stars  with  an  added  radar-Barr- 

star! !  145.00 

Group  No.  4.  $5  United  States  Notes  (red  seals).  Series  1953A.  22 
pieces,  all  Choice  Crisp  New.  Price  works  out  to  $7  each  (they 
catalog  $20  each!!).  The  lot  of  22  pieces,  sold  intact  .  .  .  .154.00 
Group  No.  5.  $5  United  States  Notes.  Series  1953B.  19  pieces,  all 

Choice  Crisp  New.  The  lot  for  . 133.00 

Group  No.  6.  $5  United  States  Notes.  Series  1953C.  24  pieces,  all 

Choice  Crisp  New.  The  lot  for  . 168.00 

Group  No.  7.  $5  United  States  Notes.  Series  1963.  4  pieces.  All  Choice 
Crisp  New.  The  four  for . 28.00 


Group  No.  8.  $10  Federal  Reserve  Notes.  Series  1934.  35  pieces,  all 
Choice  Crisp  New.  Many  in  serial  number  order.  The  lot  for  a 

remarkable  .  420  00 

Group  No.  9.  $20  Federal  Reserve  Notes.  Series  1934B.  6  pieces,  all 
Choice  Crisp  New  condition.  The  lot  for . 132.00 

$5  Silver  Certificate.  F-1653.  1934C.  Choice  Crisp  New  .  !  !  .9*00 

$10  F.R.N.  F-2014G.  1950D.  Choice  Crisp  New  . 13.00 

$50  F.R.N.  F-2101A.  1928A.  Choice  Crisp  New  . 59.00 


Fractional  Currency 


3c  F-1226.  Third  issue  type.  Choice  Crisp  New  $40.00;  Gem  Crisp  New, 


rather  a  high  grade  for  this  little  note  . 49.00 

5c  F-1232.  Second  issue.  Choice  Crisp  New  . 50.00 

10c  F-1244.  Choice  Crisp  New  . 35.00 

10c  F-1245.  Second  issue.  Choice  Crisp  New  . 35.00 

10c  F-l  255.  Third  issue.  Crisp  New . 22.00 

10c  F-l  257.  Fourth  issue.  Crisp  New  . 24.00 


10c  F-1266.  Fifth  issue.  Choice  Crisp  New . 26.00 

25c  F-l 288.  Second  issue.  Crisp  New  . 52.00 

25c  F-1295.  Third  issue.  Crisp  New  . 44.00 

50c  F-1376.  Fourth  issue.  Crisp  New  . 55.00 

50c  F-1381.  Fifth  issue.  Crisp  New  . 42.00 

10c  Fractional  Currency  Specimen.  F-1253SP.  Front  and  back  of  third 
issue  note.  Narrow  margins.  Extremely  Fine.  The  pair  for  .  35.00 
10c  Fractional  Currency  Specimen.  F-1255SP.  Back  of  third  issue  type. 

EF,  wide  margins . 26.00 

15c  Fractional  Currency  Specimens.  F-1272SP.  Grant  &  Sherman 
specimens.  Narrow  margin  of  front  and  back  which  has  been  glued  to 

make  an  entire  note!  Basically  “New”  condition  . 79.00 

25c  Fractional  Currency  Specimens.  Wide  margin  specimens  of  front 
and  back  of  F-1283SP.  On  C.S.A.  paper  and  with  the  word 

SPECIMEN.  New  . 105.00 

50c  Fractional  Currency  Specimen.  Wide  margin  specimen  of  front  with 
Spinner  portrait.  Autographed  signatures  of  Colby  &  Spinner. 

F-1328SP.  Crisp  New . 99.00 

50c  Fractional  Currency  Specimens.  Narrow  margin  specimens  of 
Spinner  type  F-1330a.  Front  &  back.  Extremely  Fine  .  .  .  55.00 
50c  Fractional  Currency  Specimens.  Narrow  margin  specimens  of 
Justice  type  F-1343SP.  Front  &  back.  Extremely  Fine.  .  .  22.00 


50c  Fractional  Currency  Specimen.  Wide  margin  front  of  Justice  type 
F-1355SP.  Choice  New  condition . 79.00 
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Miscel  lany 

M-l.  1909  Hudson- Fulton  commemorative  medal  (so-called  dollar)  in 
silver.  HK-369.  38mm  diameter.  Bust  of  Hendrik  Hudson  on  obverse, 

early  sailing  ship  on  reverse.  Choice  Matte  Proof  . 45.00 

M-2.  William  Pitt  medal  in  brass.  39mm.  Obverse,  bust  left  of  Pitt. 
Reverse,  inscription  “The  Man  Who  Having  Saved  The  Parent  Pleaded 
With  Success  For  Her  Children.”  An  interesting  19th  century  medal. 

Extremely  Fine  . 39.00 

M-3.  Bickford  Dollar.  HK-834.  Aluminum  with  brass  center.  Bickford 
tried  to  interest  the  powers  that  be  in  coining  a  universal  coin, 
acceptable  throughout  America  and  Europe.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  .  21.00 

M-4.  Large  Cent  blank  planchet.  Type  of  planchet  used  for  striking 
large  cents  between  1843  and  1857.  Has  the  edge  upset,  all  ready  for 

striking.  “Very  Fine”  condition  . 11.00 

M-5.  1929-S  Lincoln  lc.  20%  off  center.  Red  and  Brown  Uncirculated. 

An  interesting  early  error  . 12.00 

M-6.  1941-S  lc.  15%  off  center.  AU . 5.00 

M-7.  1944  lc.  15%  off  center.  AU  . 5.00 

M-8.  1955  Proof  Set  All  coins  Choice  Proofs . 20.00 

M-9.  Bryan  “dollar”  listed  in  the  Bryan  money  catalog  as  No.  135.  An 
interesting  mechanical  device  displaying  an  eagle  with  outstretched 
wings  and  head  to  right.  Above,  I’M  ALL  RIGHT.  By  moving  the 
ring-mount  on  top  to  the  left,  the  legend  changes  to  WHERE  AM  I 
AT?  The  reverse  finishes  the  statement  or  question  on  the  obverse.  In 
the  first  position  are  the  words  SOUND  MONEY  MEANS  A 
DOLLAR  WORTH  100  CENTS.  McKINLEY,  HOBART  AND 
PROSPERITY.  The  second  position  is  a  sarcastic  poke  at  “free 
silver.”  FREE  SILVER  MEANS  A  DOLLAR  WORTH  50  CENTS. 
BRYAN,  SEWALL  AND  ADVERSITY.  An  interesting  insight  into 
the  worries  of  late-19th  century  leaders  over  the  effects  of  “soft 

money”  and  inflation.  “Uncirculated”  condition  . 69.00 

M-10.  1915  Panama- Pacific  Exposition  so-called  dollar.  HK-411.  Struck 
in  bronze.  Obverse  with  the  seal  of  the  state  of  Oregon.  Reverse, 
Oregon  State  Building  at  the  exposition.  Uncirculated  .  .  .  .9.00 
M-ll.  Dinky  medalet  (13.5mm  diameter).  Obverse  with  bust  of 
Washington.  Reverse,  Brooklyn  Bridge,  1883.  Struck  in  tin.  About 

Uncirculated.  A  bargain  at . 5.00 

M-12.  1883  tin  medal  commemorating  the  evacuation  of  New  York  by 
the  British  a  century  earlier.  Reverse  with  Washington  family  coat  of 

arms.  33mm  diameter.  Extremely  Fine  . 7.00 

M-13.  1883  tin  medal,  as  last.  Reverse  with  Washington  taking  the  oath 
of  office  in  1789.  36mm  diameter.  Holed  at  top.  Several  to  choose 

from:  Very  Good  $5.00;  Extremely  Fine  $6.00;  AU . 7.00 

M-14.  “1803”  Kettle  Token,  $5  size.  Very  Fine . 39.00 

M-l  5.  1833  Benjamin  Franklin  medal.  Struck  in  copper.  42mm 
diameter.  French  inscriptions.  Conjoined  busts  of  Montyon  & 

Franklin.  About  Uncirculated  . 29.00 

M-16.  1837  Feuchtwanger  cents.  Extremely  Fine  $42.00;  AU  $59.00; 
BU,  tiny  planchet  clip  $59.00;  Brilliant  Uncirculated  $125.00; 

Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . 150.00 

M-l 7.  Gold  medal  mounted  as  a  pin,  by  Furst.  Made  for  the  American 
Institute,  New  York.  The  obverse  depicts  an  ornate  symbolic  device 
of  American  agriculture  and  industry.  On  the  reverse  is  inscribed 
“Awarded  to  D.I.  Famham  For  the  Best  Metal  Fountain  1841.”  This 
attractive  medal  measures  25mm.  across,  not  including  the  gold 
bezel.  Extremely  Fine.  Close  to  half  an  ounce  of  gold  .  .  .125.00 
M-l 8.  Aluminum  medal  struck  for  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  at 
Chicago  in  1892.  Liberty  head  similar  to  that  on  the  Morgan  dollar. 
The  reverse  has  Columbus  landing.  Gem  Proof,  in  original  round  box 
of  issue . 15.00 


M-270.  Rare  Mormon  Beehive  token,  1846.  Obverse  with  a  busy 
beehive  surrounded  by  DO  YOUR  DUTY  /  1846.  Reverse  with 
clasped  hands  (the  motif  found  on  the  later  Mormon  gold  pieces 
from  Deseret)  and  the  inscription  UNION  IS  /  STRENGTH.  Brass. 

Little  is  known  about  this  token.  In  a  1911  issue  of  The 
Numismatist,  page  241,  S.L.  McGarry  wrote  the  following  as  part  of 
an  article  entitled  “Mormon  Money.” 


great  exodus  from  Nauvoo  to  the  Salt  Ixtke  Valley  there  appeared  a 
strange  little  brass  token  that  has  created  and  attracted  the  attention 
of  church  members  and  collectors  from  all  over  the  world. 

The  date,  and  Brigham  Young’s  (Young  was  then  leader  of  the 
Mormons)  favorite  emblem,  the  beehive,  meaning  let  everyone  do  his 
duty,  and  clasped  hands  signifying  friendship,  indicate  very  strongly 
that  the  coin  is  associated  with  the  Mormons. 

It  is  not  known  whether  or  not  this  token  was  used  as  an  exchange 
medium,  or  a  commemorative  issue,  nor  do  we  know  what  value  is 
carried  with  it,  because  of  the  lack  of  information  and  numbers 
designating  the  value  thereof.  The  coin  is  said  to  be  approximately 
the  size  of  a  dime. 

So  ends  McGarry’s  description.  Apparently  he  had  never  seen  one 
of  these  in  person,  for  he  relates  someone  else’s  thoughts  concerning 
the  diameter.  The  presently-offered  specimen  is  the  second  one  we’ve 

had  in  twenty-five  years.  Rare!  Extremely  Fine  .  295.00 

M-20.  The  Numismatist,  official  journal  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.  Issues  of  1909  to  1910.  Fascinating  reading  today. 
Includes  interesting  articles,  many  advertisements  by  famous  dealers 
and  remarkable  prices!  Each  $4.00;  3  different  for  ....  11.00 
M-21.  State  of  South  Carolina  bonds.  Genuine  slit-cancelled  bonds  of 
100  Pounds  sterling  ($500  at  the  time— now  $164!)  value.  All 
of  the  interest  coupons  are  attached.  Size  about  15”  x  22.”  Perfect 

for  framing.  Priced  at  a  low  . 8.95 

M-22.  Civil  War  Tokens.  From  the  Gies  family  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
merchants  during  the  Civil  War.  They  issued  cent-sized  tokens.  The 
pieces  in  this  hoard  were  remainders  after  the  store  closed.  Three 
varieties  are  represented  in  this  hoard.  Also,  there  are  a  few  Gies 
pieces  with  F.  Gies  counterstamp: 

Fuld  225  AE-3a  (small  name).  AU-Unc.  $4.00  each;  or  10  for  35.00 
Fuld  225  AG-la  (large  name).  AU-Unc.  $4.00  each;  or  10  for  35.00 
Fuld  225  AG-la  (as  last),  counterstamped.  AU-Unc  ....  12.50 
Fuld  225  AG-3a  (similar  to  AE-3a).  About  Unc.-Unc.  $4.00  each;  or 

10  for  . 35.00 

Fuld  225  AG-3a  (as  last),  counterstamped.  AU-Unc . 12.50 


M-23.  1900  Lesher  dollar  (see  Guide  Book,  page  247).  Choice 
Uncirculated,  an  unusual  condition  for  this  piece.  The  “dollar"  was 
minted  1900-1901  in  Victor,  Colorado,  a  gold  mining  town  on  the 
western  slope  of  Pike’s  Peak.  Variety  with  A.B.  Bumstead  and  no 

scrolls . 595.00 

M-24.  1909  Alaska  gold  1  DWT.  Scarce.  Borderline  Unc.  .  .  .  59.00 
M-25.  Bryan  dollar  in  silver  issued  around  1896  by  the  Gorham 
Manufacturing  Company.  HK-781.  THIS  PIECE  CONTAINS  823 
GRAINS  COIN  SILVER  IN  VALUE  THE  EQUIVALENT  OF  ONE 
GOLD  DOLLAR.  Large  piece,  much  bigger  than  a  silver  dollar!  Type 

with  blank  reverse.  EF  . 39.00 

M-26.  Bryan  dollar  in  silver.  HK-783.  Smaller  sized  version  of  the 
previous.  This  one  has  the  same  amount  of  silver  as  the  regular-issue 
Morgan  dollar  of  the  time.  Struck  in  1900.  EF,  prooflike  .  .109.00 
M-27.  Bryan  dollar  in  silver.  HK-785.  Cartwheel  variety.  Similar  to 

HK-781.  Extremely  Fine  . 125.00 

M-28.  Bryan  dollar  in  silver.  HK-786.  Similar  to  HK-781  but  with 
Spaulding  name  at  bottom.  Reverse  is  blank.  Extremely  Fine  49.00 
M-29.  The  popular  Wells  Fargo  &  Company  50th  anniversary  medal  or 
so-called  dollar.  Struck  in  silver  and  listed  in  Hibler-Kappen  as 

number  296.  Extremely  Fine  . 109.00 

M-30.  1883  Medal  for  the  Southern  Exposition  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
A  massive  bronze  medal  measuring  73.5mm  diameter.  Awarded  to 
the  Edison  Company  for  isolated  lighting  of  N.Y.,  for  best  electric 
lanps,  for  incandescent  light.  1883.”  The  obverse  has  an  eagle  above 
the  pavilion  building  and  implements  of  art  and  manufacture  below. 
A  lovely  AU  example  of  the  large  medal . 95.00 


MORMON  GENT.  During  the  year  1846— the  beginning  of  the 
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“  Your  Friends  in  the  Rare  Coin  Business ” 


Reduced  photos  displaying  just  two  of  the  many 
medals  offered  within  this  incredible  set. 


M-31.  Thomason’s  Scientific  and  Philosophical  medals.  Issued  in 
England  in  the  early  19th  century  by  medallist  E.  Thomason.  Each 
of  the  sixteen  large  (approx  3”  diameter)  pewter  medals  depicts  a 
different  event  and  describes  it  in  detail  —  and  we  mean  detail. 
Dozens  of  words  were  painstakingly  punched,  letter  by  letter,  in  the 
dies.  The  items  described  are:  Phrenology  (the  division  of  the  mind 
into  categories.  Examples:  Time,  Melody,  Language,  Secretiveness, 
Hope,  Amativeness,  Marvelousness,  etc!);  Watt’s  Single  Acting  Steam 
Engine;  Newcomen’s  Steam  Engine  (and  on  the  reverse  side,  Perkin’s 
Steam  Engine);  Watt’s  Double  Acting  Steam  Engine;  Savery’s  Steam 
Engine;  Hydrostatics  and  Hydraulics;  Optics;  Mechanics;  Mineralogy; 
Geology;  Electricity'  and  Galvanism;  Chemistry;  Crystallography; 
Metallurgy;  Mountains  —  Rocks  and  Minerals;  and  Astronomy.  A 
beautiful  and  fascinating  set  housed  in  its  original  (albeit  somewhat 
worn  and  coming  apart  at  the  seams)  leather  case  of  issue.  The  set  of 

sixteen  medals . 650.00 

M-32.  1922  Assay  Medal.  Obverse  with  bust  of  Andrew  Mellon.  Reverse 
with  left-facing  perched  eagle  holding  olive  and  oak  branches.  50mm. 

Bronze.  Choice  Matte  Proof  . 125.00 

M-33.  1925  Assay'  Medal.  Obverse  with  bust  of  Calvin  Coolidge  facing 
right.  Reverse  with  bold  wingspread  eagle  in  portico  of  building. 

50mm.  Bronze.  Choice  Matte  Proof . 125.00 

M-34.  1928  Assay  Medal.  Bust  of  Coolidge.  The  reverse  has  a  coining 
scene  of  the  first  mint  A  good  display  item  depicting  the  early 
workings  of  our  first  mint.  Bronze  50mm.  Ch.  Matte  Proof  .125.00 
M-35.  1929  Assay  medal.  Bust  of  Coolidge.  Reverse  with  scene  of  the 
first  U.S.  Mint  building.  A  good  match  to  the  1928  medal.  50mm. 

Bronze.  Choice  Matte  Proof  . 125.00 

M-36.  1931  Assay  medal.  Bust  of  President  Hoover.  Reverse  with 
sculpted  view  of  the  portico  of  the  U.S.  Mint.  50mm.  Bronze.  Choice 

Matte  Proof . .135.00 

M-37.  1932  Assay  medal.  Bust  of  Washington  in  cameo.  Above  is  a 
sweeping  panorama  of  Mount  Vernon.  Reverse  has  the  U.S.  Mint  of 
1792.  50mm.  Bronze.  Choice  Matte  Proof  . 135.00 


M-38.  1933  Assay  medal.  Obverse  with  bust  of  Ogden  L.  Mills, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Reverse  has  the  Mint  building.  50mm. 
Bronze.  Matte  Proof,  edge  bump  $119.00;  Ch.  Matte  Proof  .145.00 
M-39.  1934  Assay  medal.  Obverse  with  view  of  the  present  Mint 
building.  Reverse  with  1792  Mint  building.  50mm.  Bronze.  Matte 
Proof,  some  light  marks  $119.00;  Choice  Matte  Proof  .  .  .145.00 
M-40.  The  Numismatist,  June  1895.  Jewish  coins,  Roman  coins,  misc. 
notes.  Excellent  condition  for  the  issue.  Retail  value  close  to  $40  but 

specially  offered  at . 29.00 

M-41.  The  Numismatist,  December  1895.  With  1895  index.  Indian 
coins,  paper  money,  Greek  coins,  misc.  notes.  Average  fragile 

condition  for  the  issue.  Special  at . 19.00 

M-42.  The  Numismatist ,  January  1897.  Roman  coins,  checks,  auto¬ 
graphs,  Chinese  coins,  misc.  notes.  With  1897  index.  Above-average 
conditon  for  the  issue  . 29.00 


M-43.  The  Numismatist,  February  1898.  U.S.  store  cards,  Roman  coins, 

U.S.  coins,  misc.  notes.  Average  condition  . 19.00 

M-44.  The  Numismatist,  May  1899.  U.S.  coins,  medals  and  tokens, 

misc.  notes.  Average  condition  for  the  issue  . 19.00 

M-45.  The  Numismatist,  December  1900.  Coins  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 
English  trade  tokens,  medals,  Canadian  mint,  misc.  notes.  Somewhat 

above-average  condition  for  the  issue  . 19.00 

M-46.  The  Numismatist,  June  1901.  Coin  collecting,  Chinese  coins,  U.S. 

copper  cents,  misc.  notes.  Average  condition  for  the  issue  .  19.00 
M-47.  A  sharp  and  intact  copy  of  the  book  New  Varieties  of  Gold  and 
Silver  Coins,  Counterfeit  Coins,  and  Bullion,  with  Mint  Values,  by 
Jacob  R.  Eckfeldt  and  William  E.  DuBois,  assayers  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States.  Philadelphia,  1850.  Published  by  the  authors. 

Sixty+  pages,  with  front  piece,  one  color  plate,  and  text  woodcuts. 
With  actual  specimens  of  California  gold  dust  and  refined 
gold  under  mica  on  page  45!  Small  octavo  size.  Original  pictorial 
boards. 

First  edition.  This  is  a  very  important  reference  book  for  the 
beginnings  of  mining  and  minting  in  California.  As  such  it  will  be  a 
prize  in  the  collection  of  the  territorial  gold  specialist.  On  pages  21 
through  31  are  descriptions  of  “four  varieties  of  coins  which  have 
already  reached  us  from  California,”  with  the  plate  “California  and 
Mormon  coins”  following  page  24.  On  the  final  page  there  is  a 
description  of  Mormon  coins  “received  through  a  gentleman  who 
came  overland  from  Great  Salt  Lake  in  81  days.” 

We  have  two  copies  of  this  first  edition  work.  (1)  Fair  condition 
with  both  covers  separated.  Gold  samples  intact.  $225.00;  (2)  Very 

Good  condition  with  the  plate  bright  . .  .495  00 

M-48.  Nevada  so-called  dollar.  HK-821.  The  Sterling  Investment  Co., 
Inc.,  Reno,  Nevada.  According  to  HK,  the  number  extant  is  believed 
to  be  fewer  than  12!  Originally  2,500  were  to  be  stamped,  but  when 
the  manager  saw  them  he  ordered  all  melted.  The  purpose  of  this 
“dollar”  was  for  publicity  for  the  company  and  stimulus  to  buying 

silver.  Extremely  Fine  . 79.00 

M-49.  1970  U.S.  Mint  Set  in  original  package . 15.00 

M-50.  Short  Set  of  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars.  1941-1947PDS.  All 
coins  are  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  condition.  In  Whitman 

bookshelf  album . 475.00 

M-51.  Pair  of  Gobrecht  Medals,  struck  for  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association.  The  first  is  in  silver,  38.2mm  diameter  and 
490.5  grains  weight.  It  was  awarded  to  John  Cass  for  Spring  Teeth 
Revolving  Rake.  Exhibition  of  1847.  It  is  housed  in  a  contemporary' 
plush-lined  box.  Extremely  Fine,  small  edge  bump.  The  second  piece 
is  identical  in  design  except  it  was  never  awarded.  This  second  is 
struck  in  copper.  Weight  484.4  grains.  EF.  The  pair  for  .  .139.00 


M-52.  1837  Feuchtwanger’s  Composition  3c.  Low  No. 117.  Token 
showing  the  Arms  of  New  York  with  two  allegorical  figures  standing 
beside  the  shield.  Fine  $350.00;  VF,  small  planchet  crack  at  3 
o’clock.  $350.00;  EF  $425.00;  Choice  toned  Unc  .  .  .  .  .725.00 
M-53.  New  York  City  merchant  token.  Raymond-5.  Atwood’s  Railroad 
Hotel.  Bale  and  Smith,  N.Y.  For  collectors  of  hard  times  tokens  and 
merchant  tokens,  this  is  one  of  the  rare  pieces  usually  lacking  in 
many  collections.  We  have  two  available.  El  $259.00;  AU,  medium 
brown  surfaces  . 425.00 


Rolls,  Sets,  Etc.  of  U.S.  Coins 


M-54.  Original  roll  of  50  pieces  of  1896  Indian  cents.  Each  coin  is  a 
Gem  BU!  How  often  do  you  see  ANY  early  roll  offered?  Put  this  one 
away  for  future  appreciation.  Priced  at  a  remarkable  price,  (  oin 
Dealer  Newsletter  BID  price  for  an  individual  “Choice”  BU  is 
$39.00.  These  GEM  BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED  coins  are  priced 
at  LESS  THAN  BID!  . 1 895. 00 


M-55.  Roll  of  40  pieces  1938-D  Buffalo  nickels.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 2  >5.00 

M-56.  Roll  of  40  pieces  1938-D  over  D  Buffalo  nickels.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 2(5.00 

M-57.  Roll  of  40  pieces  1955-D/S  Jefferson  nickels.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 1150.00 
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M-58.  Roll  set  of  Mercury  dimes,  1941  to  1945PDS  complete.  We  had 
seven  of  these  sets  a  short  while  ago.  The  first  time  we  listed  them  we 
sold  five  instantly.  Just  two  left,  so  hurry.  The  complete  15-roll  set 


of  Mercury  dimes.  Each  roll  of  50  coins  is  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  condition  .  2695.00 

M-59.  Roll  of  50  pieces  Choice  BU  Mercury  dimes,  date  of  our  choice 

(but  full-date  rolls) . 129.00 

M-60.  Roll  of  50  pieces  1941-S  Mercury  Dime.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 209.00 

M-61.  Half-roll  of  25  pieces  1936-D  dimes.  Choice  Brilliant  Un¬ 
circulated  .  1095.00 

M-62.  Roll  of  50  pieces  of  1936-S  Mercury  Dimes.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 925.00 

M-63.  Roll  of  50  pieces  of  1937-S  Mercury  Dimes.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 725.00 

M-64.  Roll  of  50  pieces  of  1939-D  Mercury  Dimes.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 295.00 

M-65.  Roll  of  50  pieces  of  1949-S  Roosevelt  Dimes.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated.  An  original  roll,  as  are  all  of  these  listed  here!  625.00 
M-66.  Roll  of  50  pieces  of  1951-S  Roosevelt  Dimes.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated . 339.00 

M-67.  Roll  of  20  pieces  1941  Walking  Liberty  Halves.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 325.00 

M-68.  Roll  of  20  pieces  1942  Walking  Liberty  Halves.  Choice  Brilliant 

Uncirculated  . 325.00 

M-69.  Roll  of  20  pieces  of  1943  Walking  Liberty  Halves.  Choice 

Brilliant  Uncirculated . 325.00 

M-70.  Roll  of  20  pieces  1944  Walking  Liberty  Halves.  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  . 325.00 


M-71.  Original  oil  painting  by  Maxfield  Parrish,  one  of  America’s  most 
famous  artists.  In  the  Mountains,  painted  in  1933.  A  beautiful 
example  of  Parrish’s  use  of  blues  and  oranges  in  landscape  painting. 
It  was  one  of  Parrish’s  favorites,  and  it  was  painted  for  his  own 
pleasure  rather  than  for  resale.  A  letter  from  his  son,  Maxfield 
Parrish,  Jr.,  reads  as  follows: 

“The  data  you  requested  on  the  picture  you  bought  painted  by 
Maxfield  Parrish  and  titled  “In  the  Mountains”  is  as  follows: 

“It  was  painted  by  him  in  1933,  in  oils  on  a  primed  Masonite 
panel  30‘/2x24/2”.  It  was  painted  with  thin  glazes  of  oil  paint 
sandwiched  between  thin  layers  of  transparent  varnish,  and  therefore 
no  brush  strokes  show  except  under  10  power  of  microscope. 

“As  far  as  I  know  this  painting  was  never  published  or  reproduced, 
but  painted  for  his  own  pleasure.  Occasionally,  when  he  did  paint  a 
picture  just  for  himself,  he  seemed  to  tend  toward  a  rather  simple 
composition,  a  hill,  a  cloud,  or  sometimes  just  sky,  behind  a  hill. 

“Some  time  after  it  was  painted  this  painting  hung  in  my  mother’s 
upstairs  living  room  across  the  yard  from  Dad’s  studio.  She  also  was 
fond  of  strong  simple  compositions. 

“This  painting  is  listed  in  Coy  Ludwig’s  definitive  biography  and 
catalogue  of  all  known  Maxfield  Parrish  paintings  as  No.  745  and 
listed  on  page  219  of  this  book,  first  column  of  that  page. 

“Like  most  of  Dad’s  paintings,  it  is  not  of  any  particular  place, 
though  the  idea  for  it  was  suggested,  I  once  heard,  from  a  trip  he 


took  up  through  the  northern  coastal  region  of  California,  the  region 
where  the  sequoias  are,  and  the  mists  rolling  in  from  the  sea  are  so 
prevalent  that  even  bare  rounded  mountain  tops  become  green  with 
all  manner  of  growing  things  upon  them. 

“Yours  truly,  (signed)  Maxfield  Parrish,  Jr.” 

We  now  offer  In  the  Mountains  for  sale,  one  of  the  personal 
favorite  paintings  of  one  of  America’s  best-loved  and  most  famous 

artists,  for  . 14,995.00 

M-72.  Set  of  Jefferson  nickels.  1938  through  1963PDS.  All  coins 
Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Housed  in  Whitman  album.  .  .  145.00 
M-73.  Set  of  Franklin  halves.  1948  through  1963PDS  complete.  All 

Choice  BU  coins.  Housed  in  Whitman  album .  369.00 

M-74.  Short  set  of  Mercury  dimes.  1 934-1 945PDS  complete  except 
for  the  overdate.  All  are  Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  except 

the  1935-S  which  is  Borderline  Unc.  Priced  to  move  at .  309.00 

M-75.  Barber  dime  set.  All  dates  and  mints  from  1892  through  1916 
except  the  impossible  1894-S.  The  coins  are  in  nice  collectible  Good 
to  Fine  grades.  Housed  in  a  plastic  holder.  74  pieces.  Special  price 

(reduced  from  $495)  of  just  .  395.00 

M-76.  Complete  set  of  Liberty  nickels  1883  to  1912.  Includes  D  and  S 
and  both  1883s.  All  grade  Very  Good  to  Very  Fine  with  these  higher 
grade  exceptions:  1883  no  “Cents”  AU;  1885  (the  key!)  AU;  1886 
(the  second  key!)  Extremely  Fine.  Total  of  33  pieces.  Again,  priced 

to  sell  at  only  .  475.00 

M-77.  Complete  set  of  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents  1856  to  1909S. 
Includes  the  Rare  1856  Flying  eagle,  both  1858s,  1864-L,  1869/8, 
1873  closed  3  and  open  3  and  1886  variety  1  and  variety  2.  Grades 
range  from  Good  to  Extremely  Fine  with  the  better  dates  being: 
1856  F.E.,  basically  Fine,  but  nicked,  scratched  and  generally 
mishandled  (but  absolutely  genuine  and  no  impairments  at  date); 
1864-L  VF;  1877  VF;  1909-S  VF,  a  few  nicks.  Total  of  62  pieces.  In 

plastic  holder.  Again,  priced  to  sell  at  .  1750.00 

M-78.  Complete  run  of  Liberty  Walking  halves  from  1936  to  1947.  All 
dates  and  mints  including  the  rare  1938-D.  Grades  range  from  a 
“low”  of  Choice  BU  all  the  way  to  some  Gem  BUs!  A  total  of  33 
pieces.  Priced  inexpensively  (compared  to  regular  individual  retails!) 
at  only . 2100.00 


PAPER  MONEY  NOVELTIES 


Here  is  a  very  unusual  and  unprecedented  offering  for  the  currency 
collector!  Catalogues  shouldn’t  be  without  some  humor,  so  here  is  a 
item  in  that  spirit!  General  Mills,  of  which  we  are  a  subsidiary,  has 
many  other  subsidiaries-including  Parker  Brothers  Games.  Recent¬ 
ly,  a  General  Mills  representative  surprised  and  delighted  us  with  a 
gift  of  uncut  sheets  of  “Monopoly  money,”  used  in  the  famous 
Parker  Brother  game.  We  thought  that  others  might  like  these  also 
(such  sheets  have  never  been  on  the  market  before),  so  we  arranged 
to  purchase  some  additional  sets.  Now  you  can  buy  large  uncut 
sheets,  70  notes  to  a  sheet,  of  Monopoly®  money  in  the  following 
values:  $1,  $5,  $10,  $20,  $50,  $100,  and  $500.  These  make  really 
great  novelty  items  or  wall  framing  items  for  the  Monopoly  fan! 
©Monopoly  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Parker  Brothers.  ©  1935 
Parker  Brothers.  Complete  set  of  seven  large  sheets,  Uncirculated, 
postpaid  for  $9.95;  10  sets  for  . 60.00 
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M-291 

Encased  Postage 
Stamps 

lc  EP-4.  Ayer’s  Sarsaparilla.  An  early  carbonated  drink  made  with  the 
flavoring  of  the  sarsaparilla  root  This  was  probably  a  good  “cure” 
for  just  about  anything.  EF,  some  minor  mica  cracks  .  .  .  95.00 
lc  EP-6.  Joseph  L.  Bates,  Boston.  “Fancy  Goods.”  Very  Fine  .109.00 

lc  EF-6a.  “Fancygoods”  one  word.  Extremely  Fine . 129.00 

lc  EP-10.  Burnett’s  Standard  Cooking  Extracts  (of  lemon,  vanilla, 
almond,  rose,  etc.,  etc.).  EF,  mica  lightly  cracked . 55.00 

Note:  these  interesting  postage  stamps  in  a  case  had  to  be  visible  but 
at  the  same  time  needed  protection  from  damage.  As  plastics  hadn’t 
been  invented  yet,  and  as  glass  wouldn’t  have  been  acceptable,  the  most 
available  “clear”  window  was  a  thin  slice  of  mica.  This  mica  is  pretty 
tough,  but  mishandling  can  give  it  a  crack.  Thus  mention  is  usually 
made  of  an  encased  postage  stamp  with  cracked  mica.  All  the  mica  is 
intact,  just  a  light  line  runs  through  it. 

lc  EP-13.  Drake’s  Plantation  Bitters.  EF . 109.00 


lc  EF-24.  North  American  Life  Insurance  Co.,  New  York.  One  of  the 
scarcer  encased  postage  issues.  Extremely  Fine  . 169.00 


3c  EP-32.  Ayer’s  Cathartic  Pills,  Lowell,  Mass.  (Cathartic  is  the 


dicationary  word  for  laxative).  Extremely  Fine  79  ()0 

3c  EP-33.  “Take  Ayer’s  Pills.”  VF  $69.00;  EF  ...!!!!  79^0 

3c  EP-34a.  Ayer’s  Sarsaparilla.  VG  $29.00;  EF  . 75.00 

3c  EP-34b.  As  last,  but  larger  “Ayer’s.”  EF . 99.00 

3c  EP-38.  Brown’s  Bronchial  Troches.  EF,  mica  cracked  .  .  .  89.00 
3c  EP-40.  Burnett’s  Cooking  Extracts.  EF,  mica  cracked  .  !  !  75^00 
3c  EP-44.  Evans,  C.G.  Rare!  (Probably  because  no  one  knew  who  C.G. 

Evans  was!).  EF,  mica  has  light  cracks . 229.00 

3c  EP-46.  J.  Gault,  plain  frame.  Extremely  Fine . 85.00 

3c  EP-55.  Schapker  &  Bussing,  Evanston,  Indiana.  EF  .  .  .  .429.00 

5c  EP-63.  Ayer’s  Sarsaparilla.  Very  Fine  . 85.00 

5c  EP-70.  Burnett’s  Cooking  Extracts.  EF,  mica  cracked  .  .  .  85.00 
5c  EP-74  Drake’s  Plantation  Bitters.  EF,  mica  cracked  ....  95.00 

5c  EP-78.  J.  Gault,  plain  frame.  Extremely  Fine . 89.00 

9c  EP-95a.  Interesting  strip  of  3  3c  stamps.  Eagle  on  back.  Extremely 

Fine  . 129.00 

10c  EP-116.  J.  Gault.  Extremely  Fine  . 109.00 


“TRY  IT  AND  YOU’LL  LIKE  IT!” 

Try  What??? 

*Our  careful  grading 
*Our  postpaid  service 
*Our  guaranteed  authenticity 
*Our  QUALITY 
*Our  VALUE 

.  .  .and  you’ll  see  why  thousands  of  discriminating  collectors, 
dealers,  and  investors  from  all  parts  of  the  world  make  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  their  headquarters  for  their  numismatic  needs.  Try 
us  soon!  You’ll  like  us! 


Bowers  Wins  TAMS  Mishler  Award 

At  the  1976  ANA  convention  in  August  the  Token  and 
Medal  Society  presented  its  highest  award  for  cataloging, 
the  Sandra  Mae  Mishler  Award,  to  Q.  David  Bowers  for  his 
1975  monograph,  “A  Tune  For  A  Token."  This  80  page 
work  lists,  illustrates,  and  describes  tokens  used  years  ago  in 
coin-operated  nickelodeon  pianos,  music  boxes,  and  other 
automatic  musical  instruments.  Copies  are  available  from  us 
for  $3.00  postpaid  (order  stock  no.  B-B8). 
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PRIVATE  GOLD  COINAGE  OF  CALIFORNIA,  1849-55,  Edgar  H. 
Adams.  New  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  First  published  in  1913 
and  reprinted  in  1974  for  the  first  time  (bringing  a  very  rare  book 
within  anyone’s  means),  this  remains  the  most  complete  work  ever 
written  about  territorial  gold  coins— the  standard  reference.  It  is  also 
fascinating  reading  for  anyone  who  collects  U.S.  coins,  as  it  contains 
information  about  the  Gold  Rush  and  the  coinage  needs  of  early 
California  which  can  be  found  in  no  other  source.  An  adventure  in 
numismatic  reading!  Useful  for  all  gold  collectors.  142  pages,  with 
plates.  Hardbound.  $15.00  (Stock  No.  B-Al) 

UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COINS  -  VOL.  I  -  GOLD  DOLLARS  6y 
David  W.  Akers.  A  complete  photographic  description  of  the  gold  $1 
series.  Includes  statistics,  rarity  factors,  individual  striking  character¬ 
istics  and  a  selection  of  recent  auction  records.  A  well-prepared  and 
long  overdue  work  on  this  popular  series.  110  pages.  Hardbound.  $5.95 
(Stock  No.  B-A2) 

COINS  AND  COLLECTORS  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This  book  by  Q. 

David  Bowers  of  our  staff  has  sold  thousands  of  copies  from  its 
publication  in  1964  up  to  1974,  when  the  last  copies  of  the  last  edition 
were  sold  out.  Now  Crown  Publishers,  one  of  America’s  largest  book 
firms,  has  issued  a  huge-volume  new  printing  of  this  popular  story  of 
coins  and  coin  collectors— with  the  result  that  you  can  now  obtain  a 
copy  for  just  $1.95  instead  of  $5.95!  At  this  price,  your  coin  club  can 
afford  to  buy  these  in  quantity  for  use  as  gifts,  prizes,  etc.  This  is  a 
chatty,  fast-reading  and  very  informative  history  of  coins,  collectors, 
and  coin  collecting  over  the  years— telling  the  story  of  the  great 
commemorative  craze  of  the  1930s,  of  such  famous  collectors  and 
dealers  as  Col.  Green,  King  Farouk  and  B.  Max  Mehl,  and  of  famous 
coin  hoards,  not  to  mention  the  Columbian  Exposition,  some  thoughts 
on  coin  investment,  and  dozens  of  related  topics.  Really  great  reading! 
Autographed  to  you  personally  on  request.  214  pages.  Hardbound. 
Thousands  of  copies  sold  at  $5.95.  New  edition,  just  $1.95.  (Stock  No. 

B-Bl) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  AUTOMATIC  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS  by 
Q.  David  Bowers.  Not  a  numismatic  book,  but  many  coin-operated 
nickelodeon  pianos,  music  boxes,  circus  organs,  and  so  on  are  described 
in  loving  detail.  The  world’s  standard  reference  in  this  field,  the  book 
was  designated  as  “one  of  the  most  valuable  reference  books  of  the 
year”  by  the  prestigious  American  Library  Association.  Thousands  of 
copies  sold  to  libraries,  those  who  are  spellbound  by  the  past,  and  even 
coin  collectors!  1008  pages  with  thousands  of  illustrations  and 
thorough  index.  Weight:  over  7  pounds  when  boxed  for  shipment! 

Weeks  of  the  most  fascinating  reading  are  yours  in  this  book. 
Autographed  and  inscribed  to  you  by  Q.  David  Bowers  on  request. 
Hardbound.  $30.00  (Stock  No.  B-B3) 

HIGH  PROFITS  FROM  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENT  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  The  best-selling  book  by  Dave  Bowers,  numismatics’  most 
popular  author!  A  revised  edition,  with  updated  figures  on  coin 
performance— figures  which  will  astound  you  even  more  than  those  in 
the  first  printing.  In  208  enjoyable  pages  are  all-important  guidelines 
for  successful  coin  investment,  drawn  from  the  author’s  vast  experience 
over  the  years.  Chapters  include:  Introduction  to  Coin  Investment; 
History  of  the  Coin  Investment  Market;  Advantages  of  Coin  Invest¬ 
ment;  Answers  to  Your  Rare  Coin  Investment  Questions;  History  of 
Unites  States  Coinage;  Building  an  Investment  Portfolio  of  U.S.  Coins; 

U.S.  Type  Set  Investment;  Investing  in  Specialized  U.S.  Coins;  Investing 
in  Coins  of  the  World;  and  Postscript  +  Some  Facts  and  Figures. 
Rounding  out  the  book  are  dozens  of  interesting  pictures,  charts  and 
graphs,  and  a  study  of  selected  coin  prices  from  1948  to  date.  Many 
thousands  sold— don’t  miss  yours.  Autographed  to  you  on  request. 
Softbound.  $3.95  (Stock  No.  B-B4) 

HOW  TO  BE  A  SUCCESSFUL  COIN  DEALER  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 

The  information  in  this  publication  was  adapted  from  a  series  of 
“Numismatic  Depth  Study”  columns  written  by  Dave  Bowers  which 
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appeared  earlier  in  Coin  World  and  which  were  revised  and  updated  in 
1973  by  the  author.  Part  of  Coin  World's  “Numismation”  series.  47 
pages  of  extremely  useful  information.  Softcover.  $1.00  (Stock  No. 
B-B6) 

COLLECTING  RARE  COINS  FOR  PROFIT  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 
The  best  book  yet  by  Dave  Bowers,  published  by  Harper  &  Row,  one  of 
America’s  foremost  book  publishers.  Profusely  illustrated  with  extraor¬ 
dinary  photographs,  and  covering  the  whole  world  of  numismatics.  This 
is  a  book  you  will  want  to  own  and  read  again  and  again! 

The  book  begins  with  one  of  Dave’s  intriguing  stories  of  the  history 
of  a  particular  rare  coin  (the  phenomenal  1859-0  double  eagle  which 
was  unearthed  as  part  of  a  hoard  found  on  a  southern  plantation,  and 
which  we  were  privileged  to  sell  at  auction  last  year).  Here  is  the 
essence  of  the  romance  of  coins  and  coin  collecting!  But  the  wise 
collector  never  forgets  the  investment  potential  of  whatever  he  buys, 
and  this  is  a  topic  given  detailed  treatment  in  the  book’s  next  chapter. 
Then,  for  the  lover  of  numismatic  treasures,  Dave  describes  how  coins 
are  made  and  launches  into  a  delightful  history  of  our  distinctive 
American  coinage— from  colonial  days  and  the  early  federal  period  (up 
to  1793)  and  then,  by  denomination,  through  the  turbulent  19th 
century  right  up  to  our  own  time.  Many  interesting  stories  are  told  in 
these  informative  pages,  and  a  pictorial  description  of  the  major  types 
of  U.S.  coins  follows.  Our  beautiful  gold  coins  as  well  as  commem- 
oratives,  patterns,  territorial  gold,  the  rare  coins  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  Hawaiian  issues,  and  tokens  and  medals  are 
pampered  with  detailed  stories  and  descriptions,  too.  A  special  chapter 
is  devoted  to  United  States  paper  money— early  colonial  issues,  such 
fascinating  and  delightfully  animated  currency  as  real  $3  bills  and  other 
19th  century  “broken  banknotes,”  and  of  course  the  many  beautiful 
notes  made  current  by  the  federal  government  since  1861. 

For  the  collector  whose  horizons  are  broad,  the  book  next  takes  up 
the  vast  subject  of  the  coins  of  the  world.  In  particular,  the  coins  of 
Canada,  Mexico,  Great  Britain,  and  Germany  are  given  some  detailed 
discussion— for  these  figure  among  the  most  popular  world  issues.  Other 
chapters  explain  accurate  coin  grading,  the  fundamentals  of  building  a 
significant  collection,  and  the  principles  of  sagacious  investing.  In  fact, 
by  answering  the  most  frequently  asked  questions  about  rare  coin 
investment,  and  demonstrating  how  to  build  an  investment  portfolio  of 
numismatic  treasures  (complete  with  some  pretty  stirring  figures  on 
coin  performance  over  the  years),  the  book  ends  by  centering  on  rare 
coins  as  a  truly  excellent  investment  which  has  immeasurable  edu¬ 
cational  value  as  well.  A  list  of  popular  collectors’  publications,  an 
excellent  glossary,  a  bibliography  which  provides  you  with  the  titles  of 
the  best  reading  on  the  various  aspects  of  coin  collecting,  and  a 
thorough  index  complete  this,  one  of  the  finest  books  on  coins  ever 
written.  While  we  have  a  vested  interest  in  this  book,  we  honestly 
recommend  it  as  one  of  the  most  rewarding  “numismatic  experiences” 
you’ll  ever  enjoy!  326  pages.  Hardbound.  $15.00  (Stock  No.  B-B7) 

A  TUNE  FOR  A  TOKEN  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  New,  copiously 
illustrated  catalogue  of  tokens  and  medals  related  to,  and  once  used  in, 
automatic  musical  instruments,  circa  1850  to  1930.  Published  by  the 
Token  and  Medal  Society,  this  is  a  brand-new  work  by  our  own  Dave 
Bowers,  and  it  is  well  worth  reading  even  if  you  don’t  collect  tokens  or 
medals  because  from  it  you  will  learn  many  fascinating  facts  about  a 
time  in  America  when  some  of  our  most  beautiful  coins  were  made. 
This  is  the  story  of  the  player  pianos,  cylinder  music  boxes,  and  other 
mechanical  musical  instruments— and,  mostly,  of  the  tokens  which  were 
used  to  operate  them.  Several  hundred  “tune  tokens”  are  described  in 
detail  and  pictured  in  this  delightfully  illustrated  catalogue.  Order  one 
today  for  nostalgia’s  sake!  79  pages,  handsomely  bound  in  soft  covers. 
Only  $3.00  (Stock  No.  B-B8) 

A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  ENGLISH  COINS  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett.  A 
complete,  illustrated  valuation  catalogue  of  English  coins  of  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries  with  official  reports  of  coinage 
figures  for  each  year  and  historical  notes  about  each  issue.  144  pages. 
Hardbound.  $3.50  (Stock  No.  B-B10) 

AMERICAN  HALF  CENTS  by  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.  Illustrated  guide 
to  half  cent  die  varieties  and  half  cent  history.  A  must  for  the  specialist 
in  this  series,  and  useful  for  the  student  of  all  early  copper.  105  pages. 
Hardbound.  $12.95  (Stock  No.  B-C2) 

THE  EARLY  COINS  OF  AMERICA  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  A 
brand-new  and  very  handsome  reprint  of  the  1873-75  classic,  and  for 
100  years  the  standard  reference  on  American  colonial  coinage.  Covers 
with  considerable  historical  detail  the  earliest  issues,  coins  made  in  the 
colonies  and  early  states,  Washington  pieces,  and  early  U.S.  mint 
patterns.  Complete  with  photographic  plates  together  with  the  Maris 
reference  plates  and  an  introduction  by  Eric  P.  Newman.  Excellent 
reading  for  every  collector,  and  truly  indispensable  for  the  colonial 
specialist!  432  pages.  Hardbound.  $35.00  (Stock  No.  B-C4) 
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THE  BEAUTY  AND  LORE  OF  COINS,  CURRENCY  AND 
MEDALS  by  Elvira  and  Vladimir  Clain  Stefanelli.  A  sumptuously 
illustrated  (in  color)  general  history  of  the  world’s  monies,  from 
primitive  bartering  systems  through  glorious  ancient  Greek  coins, 
Roman  money,  medieval  and  Renaissance  issues,  and  up  to  modern 
coins  of  all  nations.  Europe,  Asia  and  the  Americas  are  all  covered. 
Other  chapters  describe  paper  currencies,  counterfeits  of  various  kinds, 
famous  collectors  of  coins  and  their  hobby,  and  finally  the  medallic  art. 
This  is  a  truly  beautiful  book,  graced  by  some  of  the  most  imaginative 
coin  photography  we  have  ever  seen.  A  book  for  the  big  spender  and 
humble  collector  alike— a  numismatic  and  cultural  treat  of  the  highest 
order.  Recommended!  256  pages.  Hardbound.  $12.50  (Stock  No.  B-C5) 

U.  S.  LARGE-SIZE  PAPER  MONEY  by  William  P.  Donlon.  A 
detailed  and  illustrated  history  of  the  first  official  currency  to  be  issued 
in  the  U.S.  A  requisite  for  the  currency  collector’s  bookshelf.  176 
pages.  Softbound.  $3.50  (Stock  No.  B-Dl) 

CONTEMPORARY  WORLD  GOLD  COINS  by  Sanford  J.  Durst.  A 
handy  reference  for  coins  struck  from  1934-1974.  Lists  many  coins  not 
in  Friedberg.  100  pages.  Hardbound.  $9.00  (Stock  No.  B-D2) 

COMPREHENSIVE  GUIDE  TO  AMERICAN  COLONIAL  COIN¬ 
AGE:  Its  Origins,  History  and  Value  by  Sanford  J.  Durst.  A  bringing 
together  of  America’s  coins  and  tokens  of  the  colonial  and  early  federal 
period.  More  or  less  an  enlargement  on  the  Guide  Book ,  with  some 
information  from  Crosby  and  Vlack.  154  pages.  Hardbound.  $11.95 
(Stock  No.  B-D3) 

HOW  YOU  CAN  KEEP  ON  MAKING  BIG  PROFITS  INVESTING 
IN  COINS  by  Harry  J.  Forman.  A  sequel  to  his  first  book,  with  over 
100  new  predictions.  Every  area  of  American  numismatics  is  analyzed 
with  a  keen  eye  toward  profitable  investing.  Includes  an  examination  of 
the  bullion  market  and  of  coin  market  manipulations.  Most  beneficial 
reading.  118  pages.  Hardbound.  $7.50  (Stock  No.  B-F3) 

PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  by  Robert  Friedberg. 
Newest  edition.  Everything  the  paper  money  collector  needs  to  know 
about  United  States  federal  issues.  Lists  all  notes  appearing  from  1861 
to  the  present,  including  large  and  small-size  as  well  as  fractional 
currency.  A  standard  work.  327  pages.  Hardbound.  $17.50  (Stock  No. 
B-F2) 

TOKEN  COLLECTOR’S  PAGES  edited  by  George  and  Melvin  Fuld. 
A  useful  compilation  of  articles  from  the  Token  Collector,  1948-71. 
Illustrated.  Must  reading  for  the  numismatist  interested  in  tokens  of  all 
kinds!  226  pages.  Hardbound.  $15.00  (Stock  No.  B-F4) 

GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD  by  Robert  Friedberg.  A  standard 
reference  work  listing  all  issues  of  gold  coins  from  all  the  countries  of 
the  world  since  600  A.D.  with  illustrations  and  prices.  467  pages. 
Hardbound.  $13.50  (Stock  No.  B-F5) 

NUMISMATICS  by  Philip  Grierson.  Comprising  211  pages  this 
softbound  volume  admirably  covers  the  over  2,500  years  of  numis¬ 
matics  in  the  inimitable  Grierson  style.  Many  topics  are  presented, 
elsewhere  unavailable,  including  an  excellent  discussion  of  minting 
techniques  through  the  ages.  67  figures  are  utilized  in  the  text  along 
with  an  excellent  dictionary  of  numismatic  terms  and  an  annotated 
bibliography  placed  at  the  end  of  the  tome.  Highly  recommended! 
$4.95  (Stock  No.  B-Gl) 

THE  COINS  OF  BRAZIL  by  Peter  F.  Hamilton.  The  first  edition  of 
an  excellent  new  study  on  Brazilian  coins.  This  extremely  factual  book 
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Dave  Bowers’  exciting  new  book  on  coin  investment  (see  B-B7) 


covers  the  colonial  period  from  1683-1822.  Regular  issues  and  counter¬ 
stamps  are  also  covered,  and  up-to-date  pricing  is  given  in  four  grades.  A 
solid  work  by  one  of  the  outstanding  researchers  in  this  field.  77  pages. 
Softbound.  $8.50  (Stock  No.  B-H2) 

ANCIENT  GREEK  COINS  by  C.  K.  Jenkins.  One  of  the  most 
beautiful  numismatic  books  we’ve  ever  seen,  this  superbly  illustrated 
study  (black-and-white  and  full-color  plates  of  coins,  both  actual  size 
and  enlarged)  is  a  remarkable  reading  experience  for  any  collector,  and 
an  indispensable  work  for  the  ancient  specialist.  Jenkins,  of  the  British 
Museum’s  numismatic  staff,  narrates  a  history  of  Greek  coinage 
intermingled  with  the  cultural  developments  of  that  ancient  land  which 
spawned  the  coins  we  so  dearly  treasure  today.  One  of  the  most 
articulate  books  on  numismatics  in  print.  Truly  a  buy  at  $20.00.  310 
pages.  Hardbound.  (Stock  No.  B-J2) 

STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS  by  Chester  L.  Krause 
&  Clifford  Mishler.  The  most  complete  listing  of  modern  world  coins 
ever  produced.  Included  are  over  55,000  coins  listed  by  date  from  563 
countries  from  approximately  1800  to  date  with  prices  for  each  date  in 
three  grades.  This  third  (1976)  edition  is  a  vast  improvement  over 
previous  editions  and  a  must  for  the  world  collector.  1,376  pages. 
Softbound.  $19.50  (Stock  No.  B-Kl) 

UNITED  STATES  LARGE  CENTS  1793-1857  edited  by  Warren  A. 
Lapp  and  Herbert  A.  Silbermaru  From  Quarterman  Publications  comes 
this  excellent  anthology  of  articles  about  America’s  large  cents  taken 
from  many  years  of  issues  of  The  Numismatist.  Historical,  technical, 
and  anecdotal  information  is  all  here  for  the  cent  lover  (as  well  as 
selected  articles  on  the  half  cents.  Appendixes  offer  profiles  of  famous 
names  associated  with  the  coins,  a  suggested  reading  list,  a  glossary,  and 
an  updated  die-variety  valuation  guide.  Truly  a  numismatic  delight!  661 
pages.  Hardbound.  $35.00  (Stock  No.  B-L2) 

THE  COINS  OF  NEW  JERSEY  by  Edward  Maris.  The  1974  reprint 
of  the  1880  study  of  New  Jersey’s  colonial  coinage.  The  standard 
reference,  in  elephant  folio,  with  a  new  foreword  by  Walter  Breen  and  a 
guide  to  current  prices.  Plates— very  clear  and  usable.  A  handsome 
volume  which  supplants  the  section  in  Crosby  on  New  Jersey.  27  pages. 
Hardbound.  $35.00  (Stock  No.  B-Ml) 

THE  SILVER  COINAGE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  by  Sydney  P.  Noe. 
A  fine  reprint,  with  updated  information,  of  Noe’s  classic  reference 
covering  the  silver  coins  of  colonial  Massachusetts,  the  first  coins  struck 
in  what  is  now  the  United  States.  Invaluable  for  the  historian  or 
collector  of  colonials.  246  pages.  Hardbound.  $20.00  (Stock  No.  B-Nl) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  U.  S.  COINS  by  Mort  Reed.  New  edition.  A 
reference  book  by  well-known  numismatic  author  and  illustrator  Mort 
Reed,  this  work  provides  technical  information  (such  as  weights, 
metallic  content,  and  the  like)  and  historical  data  concerning  every  coin 
made  in  the  U.S.  since  1792.  Explains  the  minting  process  as  well.  300 
pages.  Hardbound.  $10.00  (Stock  No.  B-R2) 

COINS:  AN  INVESTOR’S  &  COLLECTOR’S  GUIDE  by  Mort  Reed. 
This  400+  page  guide  and  anthology  features  basic  information  about 
numismatics.  Among  the  chapters  are  How  to  Invest  Successfully  in 
Rare  Coins,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  and  Coin  Grading,  by  James  F. 
Ruddy.  Highly  recommended!  Hardbound.  $14.95  (Stock  No.  B-R4) 

THE  COPPER  COINS  OF  VERMONT  by  John  M.  Richardson.  The 
standard  reference  for  Vermont  state  copper  coins,  1785-1788,  based 
upon  the  earlier  Ryder  numbering  system.  24  pages.  Softbound.  $1.00 
(Stock  No.  B-R3) 

A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  U.  S.  FRACTIONAL  CURRENCY  by  Matt 
Rothert.  A  fine,  concise  guide  to  our  country’s  small  currency  by  an 
expert  on  the  subject  and  one-time  ANA  president.  Truly  a  must  for 
the  currency  collector.  81  pages.  Softbound.  Just  $1.00  (Stock  No. 
B-R6) 

PHOTOGRADE  by  James  F.  Ruddy.  This  book  by  James  Ruddy  of 
our  own  staff  is  a  must  for  every  collector  and  dealer  in  the  field  of 
United  States  coins.  It  has  been  designated  an  official  grading  guide  by 
the  American  Numismatic  Association.  In  one  volume,  you  have  over 
1,000  sharp  photographic  pictures  of  United  States  coins  from  half 
cents  to  $20  gold,  plus  colonial  issues.  Match  your  coin  to  the 
nhotograph  and  you  have  it  graded  in  a  matter  of  a  few  moments!  A 
description  of  each  grade’s  principal  characteristics  accompanies  the 
illustrations.  Enthusiastically  acclaimed  everywhere!  More  than 
100,000  copies  sold.  112  pages.  Flexible  cover  with  “Marcote”  surface 
for  years  of  hard  use!  Just  $2.95  (Stock  No.  B-Rl) 

BYZANTINE  COIN  VALUES  by  Dr.  Paul  F.  Rynearson.  One  of  the 
world’s  most  prominent  authorities  in  this  field  describes  and  evaluates 
coins  of  the  Byzantine  Empire.  An  excellent  reference,  and  recom¬ 
mended  for  every  collector’s  shelf.  112  pages.  Hardbound.  $7.50  (Stock 
No.  B-R5) 
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THE  ENGLISH  SILVER  COIN  AGE  FROM  16-19  by  H.  .4.  Seaby  & 
P.  4.  Rayner.  The  newest  edition  (issued  in  late  1974)  of  the  standard 
reference  on  English  milled  silver  coins.  Contains  a  good,  brief 
introduction  to  the  subject  and  covers  regular  issues  and  patterns. 
Rarity  ratings  appear  in  place  of  prices  for  all  issues.  An  excellent  book 
which  should  be  a  vade  mecum  for  every  collector  of  the  series.  240 
pages.  Hardbound.  $12.00  (Stock  No.  B-S2) 

COINS  OF  ENGLAND  &  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  by  H.  A.  Seaby. 
A  handy  general  reference  listing  of  most  major  types  and  many 
interesting  rarities  from  the  1st  century  B.C.  to  date.  Includes  many 
illustrations  plus  values  in  pounds.  312  pages.  Hardbound.  $6.50  (Stock 
No.  B-S3) 

EUROPEAN  GOLD  COINS  GUIDEBOOK  by  Hans  Schlumberger. 
The  only  singular  volume  in  English  listing  European  gold  by  date  plus 
values  in  U.S.  dollars.  491  pages.  Hardbound.  $15.00  (Stock  No.  B-S4) 

HISTORY  OF  THE  FIRST  UNITED  STATES  MINT  by  Frank  H. 
Stewart.  First  issued  in  1924  and  reprinted  in  1974.  An  excellent  work 
of  scholarship— enjoyable  to  read— finally  back  in  print.  Expected  on 
the  bookshelf  of  the  advanced  collector!  Illustrated.  224  pages.  Hard¬ 
bound.  $15.00  (Stock  No.  B-Sl) 

MEXICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  COINAGE  by  H.  S.  Guthrie  &  M. 
Bothamley.  A  monumental  work  published  by  Superior  Coin  &  Stamp 
Co.!  One  of  the  finest  numismatic  books  to  emerge  in  years.  Covering 
the  entire  revolutionary  period  with  careful  attention  given  to  the 
smallest  variance.  Many  new  discoveries  are  here  as  well  as  an 
abundance  of  splendid  photographs  with  prices  given  in  5  grades. 
Highly  recommended  at  a  special  price  of  only  $16.00.  93  pages. 
Hardbound.  (Stock  No.  B-S6) 

ROMAN  COINS  by  C.  H.  V.  Sutherland.  Dr.  Sutherland  has 
presented  the  complex  history  of  Roman  coinage  in  an  essentially 
narrative  form,  and  the  range  of  the  specially  selected  and  photo¬ 
graphed  coins  gives,  in  miniature,  a  clear  and  integrated  survey  of 
Roman  coins,  their  relation  to  Roman  history  and  their  demonstration 
of  Roman  art  from  the  earliest  issues  through  the  Republican  and 
Imperial  times  down  to  Romulus  Augustulus,  the  last  emperor  in  the 
West.  311  pages.  Hardbound.  $25.00  (Stock  No.  B-S5) 

COUNTERFEIT,  MISSTRUCK,  AND  UNOFFICIAL  U.  S.  COINS 
by  Don  Taxay.  While  this  book  is  a  guide  to  the  detection  of  various 
spurious  issues,  its  title  is  misleading— for  here  is  a  wealth  of  invaluable 
information  about  American  numismatics.  Taxay  examines,  by  means 
of  stories  of  famous  and  infamous  coins  and  their  makers  or  promoters, 
the  coining  process— about  which,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  too  few 
collectors  and  dealers  are  well  informed.  You  have  to  come  away  from 
this  book  a  better  collector!  We  cannot  recommend  this  essential  book 
too  highly.  221  pages.  Softbound.  A  bargain  at  only  $5.00  (Stock  No. 
B-T4) 

ILLUSTRATED  HISTORY  OF  U.  S.  COMMEMORATIVE  COIN¬ 
AGE  by  Don  Taxay.  Working  with  records  from  the  Federal  Com¬ 
mission  of  Fine  Arts  and  the  Treasury  Department,  the  author  discloses 
the  hitherto  secret  and  oft-times  startling  facts  behind  these  issues.  The 
text  is  accompanied  by  more  than  eighty  full  pages  of  plates  showing 
various  coins,  artists’  sketches,  and  models  of  the  designs.  256  pages. 
Hardbound.  $6.50  (Stock  No.  B-T2) 

THE  U.  S.  MINT  AND  COINAGE  by  Don  Taxay.  A  complete  and 
authentic  history  from  1776  to  the  present.  The  fascinating  text  is 
accompanied  throughout  by  illustrations  of  mint  operations  (old  and 
new),  artists’  sketches,  models,  patterns,  and  adopted  issues.  Repro¬ 
ductions  of  numerous  letters  from  famous  as  well  as  notorious 
personalities,  speeches  and  newspaper  articles  add  to  the  comprehen¬ 
siveness  of  this  work.  We  recommend  it  as  a  basic  reference  for 
advanced  collectors.  400  pages.  Hardbound.  $12.50  (Stock  No.  B-T5) 

CROWNS  OF  THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE  by  Richard  Trowbridge.  A 
study  of  the  crowns  issued  in  the  British  Empire  and  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  nations  since  1551.  With  valuations  in  four  grades.  170  pages. 
Hardbound.  $5.00  (Stock  No.  B-T3) 

MAUNDY  COINS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  by  Richard  Trowbridge. 
History  and  description  of  Maundy  issues.  36  pages.  Softbound.  $2.00 
(Stock  No.  B-T6) 

THE  UNITED  STATES  HALF  DIMES  by  Daniel  I V.  Valentine.  An 
augmented  reprint  of  the  classic  reference  on  half  dimes,  issued  in  1975 
by  Quarterman  Publications.  This  is  a  handsome  volume  with  clear 
plates.  Bound  with  Valentine’s  enduring  study  is  a  foreword  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  of  our  staff,  as  well  as  Breen’s  supplement  to  Valentine, 
Newlin’s  1883  classification  of  the  coins,  Neil’s  1927  articles  (addenda 
to  Newlin),  notes  on  new  varieties  by  David  J.  Davis  and  Kamal  M. 
Ahwash,  arid  a  variety  price  guide  in  seven  grades  by  Ahwash.  Because 
Valentine  has  long  been  generally  unavailable,  and  because  of  the 


supplementary  information  in  this  volume,  it  should  prove  to  be  an 
invaluable  guide  for  the  numismatist— as  well  as  a  boon  to  the  collecting 
of  these  interesting  coins.  273  pages.  Hardbound.  $25.00  (Stock  No. 
B-Vl) 

THE  OBSOLETE  BANK  NOTES  OF  NEW  ENGLAND  by  David  C. 
Wismer.  A  fine  1972  reprint,  with  a  new  foreword  by  George  W.  Wait, 
of  essential  articles  which  originally  appeared  in  The  Numismatist 
serially  from  1922  through  1935.  Covers,  alphabetically,  the  obsolete 
or  “broken”  bank  notes  issued  in  Connecticut,  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  and  Vermont  between  the  1780s  and 
1865.  Sparsely  but  usefully  illustrated,  this  checklist  of  issues  is  of 
fundamental  importance  to  the  currency  collector,  for  it  remains  the 
most  complete  reference  describing  the  obsolete  bank  notes  of  New 
England.  A  handsome  volume!  311  pages.  Hardbound.  $15.00  (Stock 
No.  B-Wl) 

AMERICAN  BUSINESS  TOKENS  by  Benjamin  P.  Wright.  First 
issued  in  1901,  and  brought  back  into  print  in  1972.  Another 
extremely  valuable  book  for  the  token  enthusiasts.  Illustrated.  230 
pages.  Hardbound.  $12.00  (Stock  No.  B-W2) 

AN  EPIC  IN  SCULPTURE  by  Robert  Weber.  The  history  of  the 
Jewish  people  is  magnificently  depicted  in  the  form  of  medallic  art. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  subjects  (from  Moses  to  Golda  Meir)  are 
superbly  presented  with  text.  179  pages.  Hardbound.  $27.50  (Stock 
No.  B-W3) 

BYZANTINE  COINS  by  P.  D.  Whitting.  Dr.  Whitting  leads  the  reader 
into  the  intricacies  of  the  coins  and  Byzantine  history  by  first 
examining  some  general  problems  and  then  coinage  in  detail,  chrono¬ 
logically,  reign  by  reign.  The  book  concludes  with  four  appendices 
giving  a  variety  of  information  not  easily  found  anywhere  else.  311 
pages.  Hardbound.  $20.00  (Stock  No.  B-W4) 

GUIDE  BOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS  by  Richard  S.  Yeoman.  1977 
edition.  The  standard  pricing  reference  on  U.S.  colonial,  federal, 
territorial,  and  related  coins.  A  best  seller  year  after  year.  256  pages. 
Hardbound.  $3.95  (Stock  No.  B-Yl) 

A  CATALOG  OF  MODERN  WORLD  COINS  by  Richard  S.  Yeoman. 
The  old  standby  for  world  collectors  now  in  its  eleventh  edition.  Listed 
are  most  major  types  issued  1850-1950,  plus  values  and  many 
illustrations.  Also  featured  is  the  universally  accepted  Yeoman  num¬ 
bering  system.  512  pages.  Hardbound.  $7.00  (Stock  No.  B-Y2) 


Back  Issues  of  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Catalogues 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  10.  $2.00  (Stock  No.  C-10) 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  12.  $2.00  (Stock  No.  C-12) 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  15.  $2.00  (Stock  No.  C-15) 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  16.  $2.00  (Stock  No.  C-16) 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  17.  $2.00  (Stock  No.  C-17) 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  18.  $2.00  (Stock  No.  C-18) 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  19.  $2.00  (Stock  No.  C-19) 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  25.  $3.00  (Stock  No.  C-25) 

RARE  COIN  REVIEW  No.  26.  $5.00  (Stock  No.  C-26) 

ARMAND  CHAMPA  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American 
Auction  Association.  May  1972.  One  of  the  most  extensive  and 
beautiful  collections  of  U.S.  pattern  coins  ever  sold— plus  famous 
rarities  ($4  gold  coiled  and  flowing  hair  styles;  1876-CC  20c  piece; 
many  more),  large  cents,  type  coins,  gold,  and  much  more.  $5.00 
(Stock  No.  AAA-1) 

ROBERT  MARKS  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American 
Auction  Association.  November  1972.  Fabulous  and  large  collection  of 
fine  United  States  and  world  coins.  Another  auctioning  milestone. 
$5.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-2) 

TERRELL  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American  Auction 
Association.  May  1973.  A  huge,  splendid  sale  of  choice  rarities.  Many 
records  were  broken  that  soon  became  incredible  bargains— a  sale 
conducted  during  an  extremely  active  period  of  recent  numismatics. 
$10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-3) 

MATT  ROTHERT  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American 
Auction  Association.  November  1973.  The  wonderful  collection  of  Mr. 
Rothert,  distinguished  past  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  plus  other  important  consignments,  including  the  George 
A.  Merriweather  Collection  and  the  Dr.  W.  E.  Caldwell  Collection.  One 
of  the  greatest  collections  of  U.  S.  paper  money  ever  auctioned.  Also 
many  lovely  rarities  in  all  coinage  metals.  $10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-4) 
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AUSTIN  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American  Auction 
Association.  May-June  1974.  A  beautiful  collection  of  U.  S.  copper, 
nickel,  silver,  and  gold  coins— including  many  famous  rarities.  Coins  of 
the  world.  Total  realization:  over  one  million  dollars.  $10.00  (Stock 
No.  AAA-6) 

DR.  CURTIS  R.  PAXMAN  COLLECTION  auction  catalogue  by  the 
American  Auction  Association.  November  1974.  More  than  2,200  lots 
of  rarities  from  all  countries  of  the  globe,  including  another  outstanding 
collection  of  Polish  coins  and  medals  (following  our  Herstal  sale),  that 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  J.  Nagorka.  United  States  gold  coins,  silver  dollars, 
coins  of  all  other  metals,  and  fine  numismatic  literature.  The  title 
collection  is  the  magnificent  assembly  of  Australian  rarities  formed  by  a 
prominent  West  Coast  collector.  Another  unforgettable  sale.  $10.00 
(Stock  No.  AAA-7) 

NEWPORT  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American  Auction 
Association.  January-February  1975.  An  incredible  gathering  of  some 
of  the  most  stellar  rarities  in  the  choicest  conditions  imaginable. 
Includes  the  famous  Lord  St.  Oswald  1794  silver  dollar  and  other 
fabulous  coins  in  all  metals,  many  in  superb  Proof  condition.  U.S.  paper 
money,  ancient  coins,  and  a  fine  offering  of  world  coins.  Order  while 
our  limited  supply  lasts.  $10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-8) 

SCOTT  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American  Auction 
Association.  June  1975.  An  immense  and  important  auction  catalogue 
consisting  of  3,205  lots  of  Washington  coins,  tokens  and  medals  (the 
title  collection)  and  colonial  issues,  federal  coinage  in  all  metals  ranging 
from  gem  type  coins  to  superb  rarities,  the  Matt  Rothert  Display 
Collection  of  fractional  currency,  ancients,  world  gold,  and  some  1,100 
lots  of  choice  foreign  coins.  $10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-9) 

WINTHROP  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American  Auction 
Association.  September  1975.  A  fine  sale  of  U.S.  patterns,  gold  rarities, 
paper  money,  a  fabulous  collection  of  gem  Barber  dimes,  and  superb 
type  coins  as  well  as  ancients,  hundreds  of  coins  of  the  world  (including 
select  gold),  and  some  outstanding  rarities.  $10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-10) 

KENSINGTON  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  the  American 
Auction  Association /Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries.  December  1975.  One 
of  our  finest  sales' of  United  States  colonial  and  federal  coins,  includiilg 
legendary  rarities  of  the  earliest  American  coinage,  a  magnificent  U.S. 
type  set,  wonderful  coppers,  rare  silver  dollars,  spectacular  gold  pieces, 
a  very  rare  double  Panama-Pacific  set  (the  first  ever  auctioned),  a  run  of 
gem  U.S.  early  Proof  sets,  and  an  original  1861  C.S.A.  cent.  Nice  groups 
of  ancient  and  world  coins  from  many  periods  and  countries,  too. 
$10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-11) 

DUNDEE  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries  and  Spink  &  Son  (famed  London,  England  numismatists— 
our  first  joint  sale).  February  1976.  One  of  the  world’s  finest 
collections  of  rare  Scottish  coins  in  all  metals  struck  between  1124  and 
1716.  Includes  the  finest  private  collection  of  the  coins  of  Mary,  Queen 
of  Scots,  ever  formed.  A  must  for  the  specialist— interesting  to  all! 
$10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-12) 


MONTGOMERY  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries.  February  1976.  Companion  catalogue  to  the  above, 
this  sale  was  held  with  the  N.A.S.C.  convention  and  includes  U.S.’ 
rarities  in  all  metals,  gem  type  coins,  fine  colonials,  many  gold  pieces 
for  the  specialist,  patterns,  tokens,  paper  money,  and  a  Pan-Pacific  set. 
World  rarities  are  equally  impressive;  the  Paxman  collection  of 
Canadian  coins,  patterns  and  essays  of  many  nations,  ancient  and 
medieval  coins  for  the  specialist,  numerous  world  gold  coins,  and 
excellent  specialized  collections  of  a  number  of  countries’  coins.  One  of 
our  finest  foreign  coin  sales!  $10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-13) 

KRUGJ  OH  ANN  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries.  May  1976.  A  select  sale  of  U.S.  coins,  with  special  pieces  and 
series  being  the  very  rare  1737  Higley  copper  with  VALVE  ME  AS 
YOU  PLEASE  legend,  rare  U.S.  type  coins,  a  Gem  Proof  1844  dime, 
1796  quarter,  several  rare  Gobrecht  dollars  and  seated  Liberty  issues, 
1861-D  and  1860-D  gold  dollars,  other  rare  U.S.  and  territorial  gold 
coins,  crisp  currency,  the  large  Martha’s  Vineyard  hoard  of  silver 
commemoratives,  in  all  more  than  1,500  choice  lots!  $15.00  (Stock  No 
AAA-14) 

THE  WILLING  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries.  June  24-25,  1976.  1,555  lots  of  U.S.  numismatic  items.  Gem 
type  coins,  CC  silver  and  gold  collection,  Ed  Rice  collection  of  U.S. 
Assay  medals,  Slabaugh  tokens  and  medals  collection,  Borderline 
Uncirculated  1794  silver  dollar,  patterns,  paper  currency,  colonials  and 
other  rarities.  $10.00  (Stock  No.  AAA-15) 

THE  STAFFORD  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries.  June  25-26,  1976.  1,199  lots  of  ancient  and  foreign 
coins.  Ancient  gold  and  silver,  silver  and  copper  or  bronze  coins  from 
dozens  of  modern  countries,  coins  of  the  Papacy  (an  outstanding 
collection  spanning  many  centuries),  many  Canadian  coins  and  pieces 
of  paper  money,  gold  coins  from  dozens  of  countries.  $10.00  (Stock 
No.  AAA-16) 

THE  TUROFF  COLLECTION  sale  catalogue  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries.  October  1-2,  1976.  1,841  lots  of  U.S.  coins  and  related 
material.  The  superb  Julius  Turoff  Collection  of  U.S.  coins  by  type  and 
date,  a  second  type  collection,  very  rare  silver  coins,  extensive 
collection  of  Connecticut  coppers,  rare  U.S.  gold,  very  rare  complete 
set  of  1882  Shield  Earring  patterns,  currency,  Gem  Uncirculated  and 
Gem  Proof  U.S.  coin  section,  and  various  assorted  medals.  $10.00 
(Stock  No.  AAA-17) 

THE  RIVER  OAKS  AND  KRUGJ OH  ANN,  Part  II  COLLECTIONS 
sale  catalogue  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries.  November  11-13,  1976. 
2,134  lots  of  U.S.  and  foreign  coins.  Outstanding  U.S.  pattern 
collection,  1792  silver  center  cent,  Choice  Uncirculated  1796  half  cent, 
some  very  rare  and  desirable  U.S.  gold,  a  variety  of  colonial  type  and 
rare  coins.  Manly  and  Eccleston  medals,  U.S.  territorial  gold,  rare  U.S. 
currency,  ancient  silver  and  gold,  and  outstanding  modern  foreign  coins 
of  many  varying  countries  around  the  world.  $10.00  (Stock  No. 
AAA-18) 


PENNY  WHIMSY  AVAILABLE 


PENNY  WHIMSY  by  William  H.  Sheldon.  We’ve  just  received  a  small 
shipment  of  the  newly  reprinted  standard  reference  book  on  United 
States  large  cents— perhaps  the  most  famous  and  thorough  of  all  books 
on  American  numismatics.  As  cent  lovers  know,  this  volume  covers  all 
dates  and  die  varieties  of  the  early  cents,  as  coined  from  1793  through 
1814  (Chain,  Wreath,  Liberty  Cap,  Draped  Bust,  and  Classic  Head 
types).  Aside  from  the  invaluable  cataloguing  of  all  known  varieties  of 
early  large  cents,  this  book  contains  a  charming  introduction  on  the 
fascination  of  the  old  coppers,  a  description  of  the  principal  numisma¬ 
tic  studies  and  their  finds  conducted  up  until  the  writing  of  Penny 
Whimsy ,  a  brief  history  of  the  early  mint  and  its  copper  products,  a  list 
of  other  cent  references,  and  the  explication  of  the  “science”  of 
studying  cents  (and  by  extraction  other  coins  as  well)— including 
Sheldon’s  description  of  the  numerical  grading  system  which  today 
bears  his  name,  the  Sheldon  scale  for  rarity,  an  explanation  of  the 
Condition  Census,  and  the  basis  for  establishing  values.  The  book’s 
epilogue  should  be  read  by  all.  Here,  then,  is  the  coin  book ,  long 
awaited  and  now  handsomely  reprinted  by  Quarterman  Publications. 
Fifty-one  pages  of  plates,  too.  Order  now,  while  available— remembering 
that  the  original  printing  sells  for  as  high  as  $75  per  copy.  340  pages 
plus  plates.  Hardbound.  $25.00  (Stock  No.  B-S7) 
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By  Q.  David  Bowers 


1876!  America  was  100  years  old!  Happy  Birthday!!  What 
was  life  like  in  1876?  Actually,  from  today’s  perspective  it 
seems  wonderfully  unhurried,  wonderfully  simple.  Life  was 
centered  around  the  family  at  home.  Condominiums  were 
unheard  of,  vacation  homes  were  something  that  royalty  in 
Europe  had  but  not  the  public,  and  a  wonderful  event  would 
be  taking  the  train  for  an  excursion  of  a  day  or  two  along  the 
seaside  or  perhaps  to  stay  at  a  lodge  in  the  mountains. 
Entertainment?  Well-practiced  tunes  played  on  the  Estey  reed 
organ  in  the  parlor  provided  the  centerpiece  for  an  evening’s 
singing  and  merriment,  or  perhaps  if  it  were  Friday  or 
Saturday  night  seeing  a  performance  of  Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin 
down  at  the  local  opera  house  would  be  the  highlight  of  the 
week. 

Today  in  1976  we  are  apt  to  actually  forget  how  simple  life 
was  and  how  many  things  we  have  today  which  were  not  in 
common  use,  were  not  invented,  or  for  that  matter  in  many 
instances  were  not  even  dreamed  of  100  years  ago.  Today  if  I 
want  to  acquire  a  coin  for  my  customer  here  at  my  office  at 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  in  Los  Angeles  I  can  pick  up  the 
telephone  and  in  15  seconds  have  Harvey  Stack  on  the  line  in 
New  York  City  or  in  less  than  a  minute  have  Spink’s  on  the 
line  in  London.  Not  so  a  hundred  years  ago.  The  telephone 
was  a  novelty  item  which  had  just  been  patented  (February 
14,  1876)  by  .Alexander  Graham  Bell  but  which  was  generally 
unknown  to  the  public  and  was  hardly  in  popular  use.  In  fact, 
it  was  not  until  1879  that  two  cities  were  connected 
telephonically— Lowell,  Massachusetts  and  Boston. 


Today  if  I  want  to  take  a  picture  of  a  friend  I  can  grab  a 
Polaroid  camera,  push  a  button,  and  a  few  seconds  later  have 
just  the  picture  1  want  —  or  if  it  isn’t  quite  what  I  want  I  can 
try  again  and  within  a  minute  or  two  have  several  different 
poses  in  front  of  me.  Not  so  in  1876.  George  Eastman  had  not 
even  thought  of  the  word  “Kodak,”  Edwin  Land  (inventor  of 


the  Polaroid  camera)  hadn’t  been  born  yet,  and  photography 
was  something  limited  to  studios  with  cumbersome  apparatus 
taking  pictures  of  people  who  maintained  stiff  poses  for  a 
period  of  several  minutes  or  more  so  as  not  to  blur  the  film. 
Color  photography?  Unheard  of. 

Today  in  1976  I  can  pick  up  a  copy  of  Scientific  American 
and  read  about  the  volcanic  features  of  Mars,  the  crystalline 
structure  of  rocks  on  the  moon,  or  what  marine  life  is  like 
30,000  feet  deep  in  the  Marianas  Trench  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
A  hundred  years  ago  there  were  still  portions  of  the  United 
States  which  had  not  been  explored,  and  the  world  was 
amazed  by  tales  not  of  men  returning  from  the  moon  but  of 
explorations  in  the  vastness  of  the  Artie.  In  1976  one  can 
board  a  Scandinavian  Airlines  System  Boeing  747  in  Los 
Angeles,  take  the  polar  route  to  Copenhagen,  and  in  a  few 
hours  view  out  of  the  cabin  window  the  vast  -Arctic  Ocean 
which  100  years  ago  took  many  months  and  the  lives  of  many 
people  to  reach,  and  even  then  the  outcome  was  apt  to  be 
uncertain. 


Los  Angeles  to  Copenhagen  in  13  hours  by  jet  plane  — 
amazing!  100  years  ago  things  were  slightly  different.  The 
latest  way  to  get  there  would  have  been  by  combination  train 
and  ship.  From  Los  Angeles  I  could  have  boarded  a 
coal-burning,  steam-puffing  train  headed  eastward  —  the  latest 
mode  of  transportation,  considering  that  the  transcontinental 
rail  link  had  been  completed  at  Ogden,  Utah  only  7  years 
earlier  in  1869  with  the  driving  of  the  Golden  Spike.  .Arriving 
in  Chicago  I  would  switch  trains  for  New  York  City.  Then 
would  come  a  steamship  voyage  (with  auxiliary  sails  in  case 
something  went  wrong  with  the  “modern”  propulsion 
system!)  to  Liverpool,  England.  Then  would  come  a  transfer 
to  another  ship  for  Copenhagen.  Total  elapsed  time?  About  10 
days  to  two  weeks  depending  upon  the  scheduling. 
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On  the  other  hand,  certain  things  haven’t  changed  too 
much.  Today  we  have  our  sex  scandals  in  Congress.  In  1876 
one  of  the  most  talked  about  scandals  was  on  the  same  subject 
and  involved  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  America’s  most  popular 
preacher.  It  seems  that  Mr.  Beecher  had  a  dalliance  with  one  of 
his  parishioners  and  the  conduct  did  not  involve  things  learned 
at  the  theological  seminary! 

Political  scandals?  Today  we  have  Richard  Nixon,  Spiro 
Agnew,  the  Watergate  mess,  and  probably  some  more  that  we 
haven’t  heard  about  yet.  Things  haven’t  changed  much  in  that 
regard  either.  The  November  1876  election  pitted  Rutherford 
B.  Hayes,  who  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War, 
was  later  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
Governor  of  Ohio  from  1868  through  1872,  against  Samuel 
Jones  Tilden,  leader  of  a  Democratic  faction  called  the 
Barnburners,  who  was  Governor  of  New  York  in  1875  and 
1876.  More  people  voted  for  Tilden  than  voted  for  Hayes,  and 
yet  we  don’t  read  in  history  books  today  about  President 
Tilden.  The  reason  is  that  the  contest,  after  stormy  debate, 
was  decided  by  the  Electoral  Commission  several  months  after 
the  election,  on  February  27,  1877,  in  fact,  in  favor  of  Hayes 
—  who  actually  received  a  smaller  number  of  votes!  Also  on 
peoples’  minds  at  the  time  was  one  of  the  most  famous 
political  scandals  our  country  has  ever  known  —  the  Tammany 
Ring  which  controlled  New  York  City  and  diverted  vast  sums 
to  Boss  Tweed  and  his  political  cronies. 

Today  in  1976  fortunately  the  United  States  of  America  is 
not  at  war.  Of  course,  there  is  always  a  skirmish  going  on  one 
place  or  another  —  Lebanon,  Angola,  or  wherever.  In  1876 
things  were  morY  or  less  peaceable  in  the  United  States  as  well. 
To  be  sure,  however,  the  military  wasn’t  sitting  still.  In  1874 
gold  was  discovered  in  the  Black  Hills  in  the  Dakota  Territory. 
The  only  problem  with  this  was  that  this  territory  was  the 
rightful  property  of  the  Sioux  Indians.  The  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  United  States  proclaimed  that  there  would  be  a  lot  of 
problems  if  Congress  didn’t  do  something  legally  to  acquire 
the  Dakotas  so  that  white  gold  miners  from  the  East  who 
wanted  to  go  there  and  exploit  the  area  would  be  able  to  do  so 
without  having  to  worry  about  what  the  rightful  owners 
thought.  This  sparked  the  second  war  with  the  Sioux  Indians. 
Of  course,  the  Indians  eventually  lost. 


But,  in  a  way  the  Indians  had  the  last  word  in  1876,  the 
centennial  year.  General  George  A.  Custer,  who  at  the  time 
was  36  years  old  and  who  had  been  a  Brigadier  General  since 
age  23  (in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  had  graduated  last  in  his 
class  at  West  Point),  and  his  five  companies  in  the  U.S.  7th 
Cavalry  were  ambushed  by  Chief  Sitting  Bull’s  3,500  Sioux  and 
Cheyenne  braves.  The  fierce  3  hour  battle  saw  Custer  and  his 
266  enlisted  men,  officers,  and  others  wiped  out  completely. 
In  fact,  the  only  survivor  was  a  wounded  horse. 

Today  in  1976  I  can  sit  in  my  living  room,  reach  behind  the 
sofa  and  turn  the  dials  on  my  new  Marantz  quadraphonic 
receiver  and  hear  sounds  coming  from  all  directions  at  once. 
Or,  bored  with  the  music  of  the  L.A.  Philharmonic  Orchestra 
or  Linda  Ronstadt  (my  musical  tastes  are  quite  varied!),  I  can 


turn  on  television  and  via  a  connecting  cable  see  my  choice  of 
a  dozen  different  shows,  the  latest  stock  market  reports,  the 
weather,  the  political  news  in  Israel,  the  price  of  potatoes  in 
Maine,  and  what  is  playing  at  the  local  movies. 

Not  so  in  1876.  Not  only  could  I  not  listen  to  a 
quadraphonic  receiver,  I  couldn’t  even  listen  to  a  phonograph! 
It  wasn’t  until  two  years  later,  in  1878,  that  the  wizard  of 
Menlo  Park,  Thomas  Edison,  invented  this  ingenious  little 
device  -  a  curious  gadget  which  played  a  two-minute  wax 
cylinder  and  produced  all  sorts  of  screechy  sounds.  Perhaps  I 
could  go  to  the  movies?  No,  it  wasn’t  until  the  1890’s  that  the 
forerunner  of  the  movies,  Edison’s  Kinetoscope  (actually  a 
type  of  peep  show  machine)  became  popular. 


Today  in  1976  I  can  wander  down  Sunset  Boulevard  or 
Wilshire  Boulevard  here  in  Los  Angeles  and  window  shop  for  a 
snazzy  little  sports  car,  a  station  wagon,  or  an  Isuzu  (whatever 
that  is  —  advertisements  are  trying  to  educate  me  on  the 
subject).  In  1876  such  gadgets  were  unheard  of  (it  was  not 
until  the  1880’s  that  Daimler  Benz  in  Germany  invented  the 
first  gasoline-powered  motor  car,  and  it  was  not  until  a  quarter 
century  later  that  they  achieved  any  element  of  popularity).  A 
hundred  years  ago  1  would  have  to  be  content  with  that  old 
stand-by,  the  horse.  Even  then,  horse  transportation  was  apt  to 
be  uncertain.  While  there  weren’t  jam  ups  on  freeways  and 
turnpikes  with  hay-powered  equines,  there  were  other 
disasters.  Just  a  few  years  earlier  in  1872,  the  Great  Epizootic 
swept  America  and  killed  four  million  horses  before  all  was 
said  and  done,  almost  a  quarter  of  the  nation’s  supply.  Ihis 
disaster  was  precipitated  by  an  unknown  virus  which  attacked 
horses  and  which  entered  America  through  Canada.  America’s 
horsepower  —  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  word  —  was  dealt  a 
severe  blow.  In  Philadelphia  and  New  4ork  one  saw  the 
strange  site  of  men  harnessed  to  carts  and  street  cars  pulling 
them  along  streets!  In  countless  hamlets,  villages,  and  cities 
around  the  country,  homes  and  businesses  went  without  heat 
for  no  horse-powered  wagons  were  available  to  haul  coal, 
garbage  piled  up  and  stagnated  (come  to  think  of  it,  didn  t  I 
read  about  this  happening  in  New  York  City  just  last  year  for 
another  reason?!),  and  much  public  transportation  ground  to  a 
standstill.  But,  there  was  a  happy  element  to  the  horse 
situation.  On  May  17,  1875,  the  first  Kentucky  Derby  was  run 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Earlier  a  group  of  far-seeing  investors 
acquired  a  parcel  of  land  nearby  from  the  Churchill  brothers. 
They  laid  out  a  track  and  constructed  grandstands.  In  honor  oi 
the  landowners  it  was  called  Churchill  Downs.  The  first 
Kentucky  Derby  in  1875  saw  15  horses  at  the  gate  competing 
for  a  purse  of  $2,850. 
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In  1876  baseball,  the  sport  founded  a  few  years  earlier  in 
Cooperstown,  New  \ork  by  Abner  Doubleday,  was  elevated  to 
professional  status  by  founding  of  the  National  League. 

Football,  the  most  popular  spectator  sport  in  America 
today  trom  the  standpoint  of  the  number  of  people  who 
watch  games  on  television,  was  having  its  problems  a  century 
ago.  In  1873  President  White  of  Cornell  University  refused  to 
let  the  Cornell  College  Football  team  travel  to  Cleveland  to 
play  a  game  against  Michigan.  His  reason:  “I  will  not  permit  30 
men  to  travel  400  miles  to  agitate  a  bag  of  wind.” 

Readers  of  Michener’s  novel  Centennial  this  year  in  1976 
(the  centennial  in  Michener’s  novel  refers  to  a  mythical  town 
in  Colorado,  not  to  the  year  1876)  are  treated  to  a  virtually 
first-person  account  of  the  vast  herds  of  buffalo  which  once 
roamed  America.  In  1860  it  was  estimated  that  approximately 
60  million  of  these  ponderous  beasts,  actually  properly  called 
bisons  from  a  zoological  viewpoint,  roamed  the  West.  Then  in 
1871  something  happened.  A  tanner  in  Vermont  developed  a 
process  of  treating  buffalo  hide  to  make  it  commercially 
usable  as  leather.  The  following  year,  1872,  a  vast  slaughter 
began.  By  1889  a  survey  was  taken  and  just  551  —  that’s  right, 
just  551  individual  animals  —  remained.  In  1876,  100  years 
ago,  a  popular  sport  out  West  was  to  shoot  helpless  buffalo 
from  a  train  window. 

Indians  raised  their  annoying  heads  and  often  objected  to 
incursions  of  buffalo  hunters  on  their  territory.  However,  this 
was  not  a  problem.  The  ever-inventive  United  States 
government  would  send  in  the  Army  and  destroy  all  of  the 
Indians’  possessions,  either  forcing  them  to  abject  surrender  or 
else  driving  them  off  to  another  location  without  homes,  food, 
implements,  horses,  or  other  necessities  of  life.  There  didn’t 
seem  to  be  a  great  amount  of  objection  about  the  treatment  of 
the  Indians  in  1876,  for  they  were  well  known  enemies. 


In  a  lighter  vein,  P.  T.  Barnum,  America’s  most  fabulous 
showman,  opened  his  circus  a  few  years  before  1876  in  New 
York  City  and  billed  it  as  The  Greatest  Show  on  Earth.  Earlier, 
Barnum  had  achieved  fame  with  his  American  Museum  in  New 
York  City  —  an  exhibition  of  stuffed  animals  and  oddities, 
prehistoric  curiosities,  and  other  marvels.  Today  the  American 
Museum,  which  was  destroyed  in  a  conflagration,  is  perhaps 
best  remembered  for  a  sign  which  is  alleged  to  have  read: 
'  This  way  to  the  egress,”  egress  meaning  exit.  People  would 
follow  the  sign  hoping  to  see  some  type  of  a  rare  animal  and 
would,  instead,  be  out  on  the  sidewalks  ot  New  York  City 
forced  to  pay  another  admission  if  they  wanted  to  continue 
their  tour! 


Barnum,  always  with  an  eye  for  showmanship,  brought 
Jenny  Lind,  a  relatively  unknown  Swedish  singer,  to  America 
and  billed  her  as  the  most  fabulous  entertainer  on  earth  —  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  Americans  flocked  to  see  her.  General 
Tom  Thumb,  the  well  known  midget,  was  another  Barnum 
Exploitation,  as  was  Jumbo  the  elephant,  who  we  remember 
today  as  the  origin  of  a  descriptive  adjective  noting  large  size. 


In  1976  one  can  go  to  a  shopping  center  in  Long  Island, 
New  York,  and  spend  a  week  there  without  seeing  all  of  the 
merchandise  —  or  probably  not  even  seeing  all  of  the 
individual  stores,  for  that  matter.  The  same  is  true,  of  course, 
in  Boston,  Denver,  Cleveland,  Miami,  Portland,  and  dozens  of 
other  places.  In  1876  things  were  different.  The  shopping 
center  was  unheard  of.  Filling  the  bill  were  specialty  stores  —  a 
department  store  which  was  usually  known  as  a  dry  goods 
store  for  the  things  it  sold  were  dry  —  cloth,  hardware,  and  the 
like;  the  grocery  store  with  its  open  barrels  of  cookies, 
crackers,  and  nuts;  the  blacksmith  who  would  make  to  your 
order  a  pair  of  andirons  if  you  could  wait  and  come  back  for 
them  a  week  later;  and,  when  shopping  was  finished,  an 
old-fashioned  soda  parlor  where  with  your  favorite  girl  you 
could  share  lemon-flavored  water.  Shopping  by  mail  was  just 
beginning  to  be  popular.  You  might  find  the  Montgomery 
Ward  catalog  interesting.  This  firm,  four  years  old  in  1876, 
enticed  the  public  with  a  wide  variety  of  interesting  things 
illustrated  by  engravings  in  its  wishbook. 

Today  in  1976  collectors  occasionally  wonder  about 
ordering  coins  through  the  mail.  “You  mean  a  great  percentage 
of  the  rare  coin  business  in  America  is  actually  conducted  by 
mail?”  is  often  the  question  of  a  beginning  collector  who  does 
not  realize  that  nearly  all  large  transactions  take  place  this 
way.  In  1876  not  only  were  coins  ordered  by  mail,  but  quite  a 
few  other  things  were  also.  How  about  ordering  a  piano  or 
organ  by  mail?  Impossible?  No,  not  at  all!  In  fact,  Daniel 
Beatty  of  Washington,  New  Jersey,  built  up  one  of  America’s 
largest  mail  order  businesses  by  selling  parlor  reed  organs  — 
cumbersome  Victorian  devices  which  measured  about  5’  wide 
by  5’  to  7’  high  —  by  precisely  this  method!  Sears,  Roebuck  & 
Co.  likewise  did  an  active  mail  order  trade  in  this  area. 

Buildings  were  very  much  in  the  public  eye.  Citizens  of  a 
county  would  be  justifiably  proud  of  their  new  courthouse 
and  would  buy  engraved  pictures  of  it.  Popular  wall 
decorations  in  1876  were  balloon  views  (airplanes  were  to 
become  popular  years  later  after  the  Wright  Brothers’  escapade 
at  Kitty  Hawk  in  1903)  of  one’s  town  or  city.  Actually,  these 
were  not  made  from  a  balloon  at  all  but,  rather,  were  made  in 
a  lithographic  studio  by  laying  out  a  plan  of  the  city  and 
drawing  in  different  prominent  buildings.  Around  the  border 
of  the  view  or  map  would  be  outstanding  public  buildings, 
churches,  and  the  homes  of  prominent  citizens.  Architecture 
varied,  but  many  of  the  larger  edifices  were  in  the  Victorian 
style  —  the  more  ornate  the  better!  I,  for  one,  think  that 
perhaps  1876  was  ahead  of  1976  in  this  regard.  Today  in  1976 
a  great  new  building  is  apt  to  be  a  shapeless  vertical  rectangle 
with  all  of  the  artistic  charm  of  an  unpainted  children’s 
building  block. 
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In  recent  times  we  have  all  vicariously  enjoyed  reading  the 
financial  adventures  of  Paul  Getty,  Howard  Hughes,  and 
Aristotle  Onassis  —  and  now  that  these  colorful  people  have 
died  the  world  has  lost  something.  Of  course,  Howard  Hughes’ 
will  promises  to  keep  us  entertained  for  at  least  a  few  more 
years,  it  seems! 

In  1876  America  had  its  financial  heroes,  or  captains  of 
industry,  as  they  later  became  popularly  known.  In  that  year 
the  H.  J.  Heinz  Company,  organized  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  was  7  years  old  and  was  actively  marketing  the 
first  selections  in  its  famous  57  varieties.  The  first  item  sold? 
Horseradish. 

Six  years  before  the  centennial,  John  D.  Rockefeller 
founded  in  1870  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  Ohio  and 
capitalized  it  at  one  million  dollars.  This  laid  the  foundation 
for  the  family’s  multibillion  dollar  wealth  we  read  of  today. 

In  1871,  the  same  year  that  Mrs.  O’Leary’s  historic  and 
possibly  mythical  cow  kicked  over  a  lantern  in  Chicago  and 
subsequently  started  a  fire  which  destroyed  $200  million 
worth  of  property  and  left  90,000  people  homeless,  J.  P. 
Morgan  in  New  York  City  established  Drexler,  Morgan  & 
Company,  a  banking  firm.  Later  the  name  was  simplified  to 
the  J.  P.  Morgan  Company.  J.  P.  was  a  man  of  many  talents. 


He  had  his  fingers  in  hanking,  railroads,  coal,  shipping, 
utilities,  steel,  insurance,  and  probably  a  few  other  things  as 
well.  Later,  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  he  founded 
the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  the  world’s  first 
billion-dollar  company.  In  so  doing  this  he  purchased  the 
assets  of  Andrew  Carnegie.  It  is  related  that  Carnegie  made  the 
deal  with  the  Morgan  interests  while  Carnegie  was  on  a 
transatlantic  steamer.  The  Morgan  representative  had  an  offer 
but  did  not  reveal  it  to  Carnegie,  preferring  instead  to  have 
Carnegie  name  his  price.  Carnegie  did,  and  a  deal  was 
consummated.  Later  J.  P.  Morgan  told  Andrew  Carnegie  that 
he  would  have  been  willing  to  have  paid  $100  million  more  if 
necessary.  Reportedly,  this  made  Carnegie  unhappy  for  the 
rest  of  his  life! 

Perhaps  the  most  illustrious  financial  family  in  1876  was 
Vanderbilt.  The  following  year,  on  January  4,  1877,  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt  passed  away,  leaving  behind  him  a  fortune 
estimated  at  $100  million.  He  started  his  career  as  a  ferryboat 
captain,  then  became  involved  in  the  steamboat  business 
during  the  Civil  War.  Later  he  got  into  railroads,  the  prime 
growth  industry  of  the  late  19th  century,  and  was 
instrumental  in  the  formation  of  the  New  York  Central 
railroad  which  commenced  operations  in  1873  —  the  first  train 
route  between  New  York  and  Chicago. 


The  1876  Centennial  Exhibition 


VIEW  OF  THE  MAIN  EXHIBITION  BUILDING — SHOWING  THE  GREAT  CROWD  ON  PENNSYLVANIA  DAY, 


In  1876  there  were  about  45  million  people  in  the  United 

States,  one  fifth  of  the  population  today.  In  1874 

construction  was  begun  for  the  1876  Centennial  Exhibition  to 

celebrate  the  100th  anniversary  of  American  independence. 

Inspired  by  such  events  as  the  first  World’s  Fair  held  in 

London  in  1851,  the  New  York  Exhibition  of  1853,  the 

Dublin  Exhibition  of  the  same  year,  the  Paris  Exhibition  of 

1855,  the  Great  International  Exhibition  in  London  in  1862, 

the  Paris  Exposition  of  1867,  and  the  recent  Vienna 

Exposition  of  1873,  America’s  leaders,  particularly  leading 
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citizens  of  Philadelphia,  wanted  to  show  to  the  world  that 
America  was  a  fully  developed  country  with  manufacturing 
and  industry,  art,  science,  and  so  on  —  and  not  just  an 
insignificant  former  possession  of  England.  The  Centennial 
Exhibition  would  do  the  trick!  And,  indeed  it  did. 

On  July  4,  1874  the  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the  event 
took  place  in  Philadelphia’s  Fairmount  Park.  1  wo  years  later 
some  249  buildings  had  been  erected  and  1  53  acres  had  been 
landscaped  with  grass,  flowers,  and  shrubs. 
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Important  structures  included  the  Main  Building  which  was 
20  acres  in  size,  the  Art  Gallery  which  checked  in  at  1  Nacres, 
Machinery  Hall  with  10  acres  of  space,  Horticultural  Hall  with 
IV4  acres  of  space,  and  Agricultural  Hall  which  comprised  8 
acres  of  enclosure.  In  addition  there  was  an  extensive 
zoological  and  botanical  garden  outside. 


GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THE  INTERIOR  OF  THE  MAIN  UU1LD1NG. 


While  it  was  officially  called  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  the 
term  exposition  inevitably  crept  into  popular  but  unofficial 
use.  Likewise,  even  within  context  of  the  official  use  of  the 
exhibition  word,  some  authorities  referred  to  it  as  the  1876 
International  Exhibition  and  others  to  the  1876  Centennial 
Exhibition.  It  didn’t  really  make  much  difference,  for  it  was 
the  highlight  of  America  at  the  time  and  everyone  knew  all 
about  it! 

The  grand  event  opened  on  May  10,  1876.  Accounts  reveal 
that  over  100,000  people  thronged  through  the  106  admission 
gates. 

Lending  his  fame  to  opening  day  was  President  Ulysses  S. 
Grant  and  Dom  Pedro,  the  latter  being  the  Emperor  of  Brazil 

—  the  first  major  foreign  head  of  state  ever  to  visit  America. 
Richard  Wagner  composed  for  the  occasion  the  Grand 
Centennial  March,  which  was  played  as  the  dignitaries 
mounted  the  grandstand.  A  chorus  variously  estimated  at  800 
to  1,000  voices  sung  John  Greenleaf  Whittier’s  Centennial 
Hymn  and  other  selections. 

Just  as  Dom  Pedro  was  about  to  be  presented  to  the 
audience,  Susan  B.  Anthony  and  four  other  women  rushed  to 
the  grandstand  and  presented  a  declaration  of  women’s  rights 

—  which  threw  the  carefully  planned  proceedings  into  a  grand 
turmoil! 

There  were  other  problems  as  well.  On  May  10th,  opening 
day,  it  was  reported  that  504  children  got  lost  and  161  arrests 
were  made.  .Arrests  for  what?  160  for  shoplifting  and  stealing 
and  one  for,  believe  it  or  not,  fornication! 

Over  the  years  each  world’s  fair  has  had  a  central  attraction. 
The  New  York  World’s  Fair  in  1964  had  its  Unisphere,  a  steel 
representation  of  the  globe  with  satellites  around  it,  the  1962 
Seattle  World’s  Fair  had  its  still-operating  Space  Needle  with  a 
restaurant  on  the  top,  the  1939  World’s  Fair  had  the  Trylon 
and  Perisphere,  and  so  on.  The  most  stunning  sight  to  visitors 
at  the  1876  Centennial  Exhibition  was  the  giant  Corliss  steam 
engine  —  a  huge  walking-beam  steam-powered  device  with  a 
mammoth  56-ton  revolving  flywheel.  This  was  on  exhibit  in 
Machinery  Hall  and  served  to  power  many  other  devices  by 


means  of  shafts,  gears,  and  pulleys,  etc.  A  contemporary 
description  notes  that  on  opening  day: 

“The  President  of  the  United  States  (Grant),  the  Emperor 
of  Brazil,  and  George  H.  Corliss,  (manufacturer  of  the 
awesome  gadget)  then  ascended  the  platform  of  the  mammoth 
motor.  The  President,  having  taken  hold  of  the  valve-lever  of 
one  engine  and  the  Emperor  of  another  valve-lever,  both  gave 
the  turn  simultaneously.  Steam  was  on,  the  great  walking 
beam  began  to  ascend  and  descend,  the  engine  was  in  motion, 
and  eight  miles  of  shafting  and  hundreds  of  machines  of  all 
descriptions  were  in  operation  and  the  International 
Exhibition  of  1876  was  at  that  instant  thrown  open  to  the 
world.’’ 

From  fame  to  the  junkyard:  Following  the  closing  of  the 
Exhibition  the  Corliss  engine  was  taken  to  Corliss’  factory  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island.  In  1880  George  M.  Pullman  (of 
railroad  car  fame)  purchased  it  and  took  it  to  Chicago  where  it 
did  hard  work  powering  his  manufacturing  facilities.  Later, 
when  Pullman’s  factory  was  converted  to  electricity,  the 
Corliss  engine  which  had  once  thrilled  the  world  was 
dismantled,  and  in  1911  it  was  sold  for  scrap  iron. 

Many  guidebooks  to  the  1876  International  Exhibition  were 
published.  Some  of  these  were  pamphlets  issued  by  railroads, 
hotels,  and  other  interested  parties.  Others  were  bound  books 
for  sale  to  the  public.  Most  of  them  had  one  thing  in  common 
they  were  prepared  in  advance  of  the  opening  of  the 
International  Exhibition  so  that  they  could  be  sold  to  visitors 
at  the  event.  For  that  reason  they  mainly  discussed  what  was 
planned  for  the  Exhibition  rather  than  giving  actual 
eye-witness  reports  of  the  event  as  it  later  occurred.  Other 
books  written  later  in  the  1870’s  were  historical  accounts  of 
the  Exhibition,  complete  with  anecdotes,  pleasures,  and 
problems  of  the  event. 

A  wonderous  array  of  products  were  shown  at  the 
Exhibition.  Emphasis  was  on  manufactured  items  particularly 
machinery  and  mechanical  devices.  Electricity,  while  known  at 
the  time,  was  in  its  infancy,  so  most  things  were 
steam-powered.  Electricity  was  not  completely  overlooked 


THE  CORLISS  ENGINE,  IN  MACHINERY  HALL. 
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Among  the  various  other  items  for  the  wonderment  of  the 
public  were  such  diverse  products  as  fire  engines  (horse-drawn, 
of  course),  many  different  plows,  ore  handling  equipment 
(mining  in  the  West  was  an  important  industry  at  the  time), 
steam  locomotives  and  railroad  equipment,  water  wheels  and 
hydraulic  equiptnent,  all  manner  of  pumps,  brick  making 
machines,  marvelous  printing  presses  (including  the  mammoth 
products  of  Robert  Hoe  which  were  the  size  of  a  locomotive!), 
typecasting  and  typesetting  machines,  paper  making  devices, 
and  so  on. 

Today  in  1976  the  United  States  proudly  displays  its  latest 
jet  fighters  at  public  exhibitions,  and  in  Russia  on  May  Day 
the  latest  Soviet  rockets  and  the  like  are  paraded  through  Red 
Square.  Likewise,  in  1876  countries  featured  military  arms  as 
evidence  of  their  progress.  The  United  States  government 
exhibit  included  different  types  of  gatling  guns,  breech-loading 
guns,  a  rifle  making  machine  (which  was  actually  in  operation 
during  the  event),  various  torpedos,  and  other  destructive 
things.  In  order  to  report  the  government  exhibit  fairly  I 
should  mention  that  also  shown  were  products  such  as 
lighthouse  signals,  lanterns,  geological  survey  charts,  an 
enveloping  machine,  and  prehistoric  fossils  and  relics 
unearthed  on  government  expeditions. 

Other  countries  exhibited  as  well.  Otherwise  the  Exhibition 
would  not  have  been  international,  I  suppose.  Great  Britain 
showed  stearn  apparatus  of  various  kinds  (Great  Britain  at  the 
time  was  the  world’s  foremost  manufacturer  of  railway 
devices,  steam  manufacturing  equipment,  and  the  like),  a  coal 
cutting  machine,  a  new  type  of  Jacquard  loom,  many  types  of 
sewing  machines  (apparently  there  were  literally  hundreds  of 
different  sewing  machines  on  exhibit  in  various  areas  of  the 
Exhibition,  so  many  that  it  was  reported  the  exhibits  of  this 
particular  device  became  tedious  after  a  while),  printing 
equipment  and  printed  items,  manufactured  silverware,  and 
carriages.  Queen  Victoria  sent  from  her  palace  a  loan 
exhibition  of  paintings  from  her  personal  collection. 
Apparently  all  was  forgiven  by  England  in  1876,  100  years 
after  the  1776  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Second  only  to  the  Corliss  engine  was  a  monster  gun 
exhibited  by  Krupp,  the  famous  German  manufacturer  of 
military  hardware  and  heavy  industrial  equipment.  Other  items 
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GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THE  INTERIOR  OF  MACHINERY  HALL. 

From  Russia  came  an  exhibit  collection  of  Sazikoff,  the 
court  jeweler,  plus  precious  gems  and  minerals,  fur  and  fur 
goods,  church  garments,  military  goods,  scale  models  of 
Russian  warships,  mechanical  tools,  educational  and  agricultur¬ 
al  items,  and  art  objects. 

France  contributed  elegant  art  objects  including  porcelain 
vases,  bronzes,  Limoges  ware,  a  $40,000  diamond  necklace, 
various  types  of  watches,  enameled  ware,  rich  velvets  and  silks, 
and  a  wide  array  of  burgundy  and  champagne,  not  to  overlook 
toilet  soaps  and  perfumes. 

From  Central  and  South  America  came  a  mass  of  Mexican 
silver  weighing  4,000  pounds,  specimens  of  various  minerals, 
mummies  from  Peru,  items  of  manufacture  from  Chile  and 


PATENT  FOLDING  BED,  EXHIBITED  IN  THE  MAIN 
BUILDING. 


ill  the  German  display  included  pieces  from  the  royal  porcelain 
manufactory,  different  types  ol  musical  instruments,  toys  from 
Bavaria,  clocks,  samples  of  German  printing  quality  including 
many  fine  books,  and  various  engines  and  motors. 


however.  For  example,  a  huge  pipe  organ  in  the  Horticultural 
Hall  was  played  automatically  by  means  of  electrically- 
operated  fingers  or  feelers  which  reached  through  holes  in 
cardboard  to  touch  a  metal  plate,  thus  actuating  the  proper 
notes  to  sound  and  symphonies  to  be  played  —  an  1876 
forerunner  of  today’s  data  processing  machine. 


Yrgentina,  cottees  from  Venezuela,  and  so  on.  Brazil,  probably 
because  of  the  presence  of  its  Emperor,  Dom  Pedro,  had  a 
particularly  large  exhibit  which  featured  birds,  insects,  native 
gold  and  diamonds,  rare  woods,  an  extensive  selection  of 
cigars,  agricultural  goods,  a  display  of  silk  making  from 
cocoons,  many  different  statues,  and  a  gallery  of  paintings. 
Not  to  overlook  numismatics,  the  main  theoretical  subject  of 
this  article  (theoretical  so  far  —  we  will  become  more 
numismatic  very  shortly!),  I  should  mention  that  two 
machines  used  in  the  Brazilian  mint  were  also  shown.  One  was 
described  as  "the  stamp  for  cutting  out  and  making  the  coins 
(possibly  a  coining  press  although  the  description  is 
ambiguous),  the  other  a  machine  for  milling  the  edges.” 

Now  to  numismatics  .... 

Numismatics  in  1876 

The  1876  Centennial  Exhibition  had  its  numismatic  aspects 
as  well.  Beginning  in  1874  a  committee  on  coins  and  currency 
was  appointed  in  Philadelphia  by  the  Exhibition  authorities  to 
collect  specimens  of  American  coins  and  paper  money. 
Apparently  no  numismatist  was  represented  on  this  committee 
(which  seems  to  be  typical  of  government  actions  at  the  time 
and  perhaps  even  to  the  present  day!),  so  the  most  brilliant 
way  to  assemble  a  collection  for  exhibition  two  years  later  at 
the  1876  Centennial  was  to  distribute  circulars  among  national 
banks  throughout  the  country  asking  them  for  their  aid  in 
sorting  through  coins  and  collecting  specimens! 

As  you  might  expect,  the  response  from  the  banks  was  very 
poor,  and  little  if  anything  came  from  that  venture.  Later,  the 
more  sensible  suggestion  was  made  that  collectors  be  consulted 
and  that  someone  visit  the  U.S.  Mint  and  see  what  they  could 
do! 

A.  B.  Linderman  of  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia  turned 
down  the  request  to  set  up  an  exhibition  at  the  fair.  He  said 
that  the  mint  collection,  called  the  Mint  Cabinet  at  the  time, 
would  not  be  transported  but  “will  remain  at  the  Mint  where 
it  can  be  seen  by  anyone  calling  there  between  the  hours  of  9 
and  12  a.m.  The  U.S.  Mint  Cabinet  numbers  at  present  6,443 
pieces,  of  which  the  total  number  of  U.S.  mintages  is  813;  the 
number  of  colonials  is  712;  the  number  of  Washington  medals 
244;  and  of  other  medals  635;  the  balance  of  the  collection 
consisting  of  fine  Greek,  Roman,  and  foreign  gold,  silver,  and 
copper  coins.” 

Linderman  went  on  to  say  that:  “The  rarest  American  coins 
at  the  Mint  are  a  Brasher  doubloon  in  gold,  the  1785 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  cent  in  gold,  and  the  1804  silver 
dollar.” 

It  was  further  related  that  the  American  series  at  the  Mint 
were  by  no  means  complete,  according  to  a  reporter  from  the 
Coin  Collectors  Journal ,  a  numismatic  magazine  founded  in 
1875  by  J.  W.  Scott.  It  was  stated  that  “the  collection  still 
lacks  the  greater  part  of  colonial  coins,  of  which  but  a  feeble 
display  is  made,  several  of  the  rare  small  silver  pieces,  and 
many  of  the  varieties  of  the  early  cents,  some  of  the  early  gold 
issues,  and  other  coins.  After  about  1830  full  sets  of  all  coins 
issued  were  kept  at  the  Mint,  some  of  which  are  unique.  The 
state  of  the  coins  varies  greatly,  some  being  in  exceedingly  line 
condition  and  others  being  very  ordinary.  Of  1793  cents,  the 
Chain  is  Very  Fine,  the  Wreath  a  beautiful  Proof  impression, 
the  Liberty  Cap  very  ordinary,  such  a  specimen,  in  fact,  that  it 
brings  just  about  $10  at  auction.” 

There  were  some  numismatic  activities  —  indeed  many  of 
them  on  the  Centennial  grounds.  J.  W.  Scott,  well  known  in 
the  -tamp  field,  offered  for  sale  coins  as  well.  Apparently  the 
I  nited  States  Treasury  Department  had  at  least  one  press 


which  turned  out  small  medallic  tokens.  In  addition,  literally 
dozens  of  different  varieties  of  tokens  and  medals  were 
produced  by  private  sources.  Also  available  for  purchase  were 
official  centennial  medals  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
bronze,  silver,  and  gold  and  offered  for  sale  on  the  fairgrounds. 

Interest  on  the  part  of  numismatists  in  1876  centennial 
memorabilia  began  at  a  very  early  time.  The  February  1876 
issue  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  official 
publication  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  carried  a 
description  of  25  different  varieties  of  medals  issued  by 
government  and  private  individuals.  Correspondents  were 
invited  to  submit  additional  descriptions  of  medals  and  tokens 
as  they  were  issued  or  were  learned  of.  Later  the  list  grew  to 
comprise  many  dozens  of  pieces.  Now,  in  1976,  hundreds 
of  different  medal  varieties  are  known  from  this  event,  many 
of  them  having  been  the  subject  of  study  by  W.  S.  Baker  (who 
in  1885  published  Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington )  and,  in  our 
own  time,  Henry  Spangenberger. 

Today  we  read  complaints  about  the  quality  of  United 
States  coinage  and  products  of  the  United  States  Mint, 
especially  from  an  artistic  viewpoint.  In  previous  articles  in 
Coin  World  I  have  often  lamented  the  fact  that  despite  the 
appearance  of  many  elegant  and  beautiful  designs  in  the  past  — 
the  pattern  Amazonian  silver  coins  of  1872,  the  illustrious 
pattern  half  dollars  of  1877,  the  beautiful  Schoolgirl  silver 
dollar  of  1879,  the  elegant  1882  Shield  Earring  quarter,  half 
dollar,  and  silver  dollar  set,  the  stunningly  attractive  MCMVII 
double  eagle  of  1907,  and  so  on  —  many  of  our  products 
today  resemble  mere  tokens  rather  than  works  of  artistic 
merit. 


In  July  of  1876  the  Boston  Transcript  took  some  potshots 
at  the  official  centennial  medals  produced  at  the  U.S.  Mint  and 
said:  “The  centennial  folks  are  agitated  because  France  has 
made  a  better  medal  than  theirs  and  propose  selling  it  here. 
France  always  was  a  little  ahead  of  us  in  the  medal  line,  and  it 
is  behoped  that  she  will  continue  to  ‘thrust  her  ware  upon  us’ 
until  we  can  do  something  creditable  ourselves.” 

Coin  collecting  was  in  its  infancy  in  1876.  There  were 
several  numismatic  societies  and  perhaps  a  couple  thousand 
casual  collectors,  if  indeed  that  many,  around  America.  As 
transportation  was  primitive  by  today’s  standards  and  as 
telephone  communication  was  non-existent,  nearly  all 
communication  took  place  by  mail.  There  was  no  such  thing  as 
a  coin  convention.  The  American  Numismatic  Association, 
founded  in  1892,  was  not  even  a  twinkle  in  the  eye  of  its 
father,  Dr.  George  Heath  of  Monroe,  Michigan  (who  in  1888, 
12  years  after  the  centennial,  first  began  publishing  a  private 
numismatic  paper). 

There  were,  to  be  sure,  regular  monthly  meetings  of  a  few 
coin  clubs.  For  example,  on  December  1,  1875,  a  month 
before  the  centennial  year  began,  the  Boston  Numismatic 
Society  secretary  reported:  “A  monthly  meeting  was  held  this 
day.  The  secretary  read  the  report  of  the  last  meeting  which 
was  accepted.  The  president  appointed  Messrs.  Green  and 
Robinson  to  nominate  officers  for  1876,  to  report  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  January.  Also  Mr.  Davenport  was  nominated 
to  examine  the  treasurer’s  accounts.  The  meeting  was  devoted 
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to  an  exhibition  of  United  States  coins  of  1795,  but  nothing 
was  brought,  except  by  Mr.  Crosby,  who  showed  two  cents 
and  two  half  cents,  and  by  the  secretary  who  showed  an  eagle, 
three  half  eagles,  three  dollars,  two  half  dollars,  two  half 
dimes,  six  cents,  and  two  half  cents.  The  Society  adjourned 
shortly  before  5  p.m.” 


Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  by  the  way,  produced  in  that  same  year 
one  of  the  greatest  numismatic  books  our  country  has  ever 
seen:  Early  Coins  of  America.  This  mammoth  volume,  which 
was  recently  reprinted  in  1974  by  Quarterman  Publications, 
gives  background  information  concerning  United  States 
colonial  coins  and  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were 
struck.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  now,  over  100  years  later, 
this  book  is  still  the  standard  authority  on  the  subject. 

On  January  7,  1876  the  same  Boston  group  met  and  had  as 
its  feature  “an  exhibition  of  United  States  coins  of  the  year 
1796.  Mr.  Childs  showed  two  dollars,  a  quarter,  a  dime,  and 
seven  one-cent  pieces.  Mr.  Crosby  showed  three  cents  and  a 
half  cent.  Mr.  Holland  a  quarter  and  a  cent.  The  secretary  an 
eagle,  half  eagle,  two  quarter  eagles,  two  dollars,  two  halves, 
two  quarters,  three  dimes,  a  half  dime,  seven  cents,  and  a  half 
cent.” 

It  seems  as  though  the  coin  club’s  secretary  a  hundred  years 
ago  did  most  of  the  work!  I  am  sure  that  some  club  secretaries 
would  agree  such  is  the  case  today  in  1976  as  well! 

The  secretary  of  the  Boston  group,  by  the  way,  was  William 
S.  Appleton,  who  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  an  1804  silver 
dollar  and  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  collections  of 
American  coins  ever  formed. 

Coins  were  sold  in  two  main  ways:  most  prominent  were 
the  auction  houses.  The  auction  houses,  unlike  the  situation 
today,  were  usually  independent.  Various  private  dealers 
cataloged  sales  for  their  clients  and  then  had  an  independent 
auction  house  do  the  selling.  The  auction  house  itself  usually 
was  not  involved  in  coins.  The  second  way  of  selling  was 
directly  from  a  dealer’s  stock,  either  by  over  the  counter  sales 
or  by  quotations  via  letter.  Printed  price  lists  describing  dealers 
offerings  were  few  and  far  between. 

Important  dealers  of  the  day  included  Ed  Frossard  of 
Irvington-on- Hudson,  New  York.  Frossard  had  his  own 
business  and  was  also  editor  of  the  Coin  Collectors  Journal 
published  by  J.  W.  Scott  and  Company.  Scott  was  prominent 
in  coins,  although  better  known  for  stamps.  They  had  two 
addresses  —  a  main  stamp  facility  at  75  Nassau  Street  in  New 
York  and  a  combined  coin  and  stamp  facility  at  146  Fulton 
Street.  At  the  time  they  offered  to  “paY  the  highest  prices  for 
large  or  small  collections  of  any  description.”  A  modest 
catalog  of  American  and  foreign  copper  coins  was  available  for 
25c,  and  a  separate  catalog  of  silver  coins  was  available  for  the 
same  price. 

Edward  Cogan,  who  did  business  at  408  State  Street, 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  is  generally  regarded  as  the  first 
professional  numismatist  in  America.  He  once  related  how  he 
became  engaged  in  the  business: 


and  the  curiosity  was  gone.  My  friend  told  me  that  a  cent  of 
1815  would  be  worth  at  least  $5,  and  that  there  was  a  desire 
springing  up  for  United  States  cents.  I  immediately  set  about 
collecting  an  entire  set  from  1793,  but  had  not  the  most 
distant  idea  at  that  time  of  ever  making  it  a  matter  of  business. 
I  continued  collecting  from  that  time  until  the  end  of  1858. 
When  finding  the  demand  increasing,  and  the  supply  quite 
equal  to  it,  I  commenced  selling  my  duplicates.  From  that 
time  I  have  followed  the  coin  trade  almost  exclusively  as  a 
matter  of  business.” 

As  a  matter  of  information  for  present  day  readers,  there 
were  no  cents  struck  in  1815  —  so  it  was  a  joke  at  the  time 
that  a  cent  of  1815  would  have  a  high  value!  Also,  1858,  the 
year  that  Cogan  started  his  professional  dealership,  was  the 
first  year  the  United  States  Mint  sold  coins  directly  to 
collectors. 

S.  K.  Harzfeld  of  1713  Park  Avenue,  Philadelphia, 
conducted  his  own  business  and  also  was  the  American 
representative  of  Adolph  Hess  of  Frankfurt-am-Main.  His 
advertisements  noted  that:  “rare  and  antique  coins,  medals, 
numismatic  books,  etc.  are  bought,  sold,  and  exchanged.  Coin 
cabinets  are  arranged  and  cataloged  for  public  sale,  are  sold  on 
commission  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Frankfurt-am-Main, 
Germany  with  reasonable  conditions.  Every  two  months  a 
catalog  of  rare  coins  and  medals  in  stock  will  be  issued  and 
sent  to  those  applying.” 

Other  dealers  in  1876  were  William  H.  Strobridge  who 
cataloged  coins  and  usually  offered  them  for  sale  through 
Leavitt  &  Company,  public  auctioneers  who  held  periodic  sales 
at  Clinton  Hall  in  New  York  City;  Henry  Ahlborn  on 
Cambridge  Street  in  Boston;  and  John  W.  Haseltine. 

Haseltine,  who  did  business  from  1343  Chestnut  Street  in 
Philadelphia,  was  one  of  the  best  known  dealers  of  the  time. 
He  held  auction  sales  in  regular  sequence  and  also  was  one  of 
the  first  to  do  studies  of  die  varieties,  his  work  on  American 
silver  coins  being  particularly  well  known.  At  one  time  a 
leading  numismatic  publication  commended  him  for  his 
“correct  and  accurate  descriptions  of  coins  offered  for  sale  and 
his  omission  of  those  grandiloquent  descriptions  that  can  in  no 
way  increase  the  value  of  a  coin  and  should  only  be  used,  if  at 
all,  to  describe  really  rare  pieces.” 

Speaking  of  “grandiloquent  descriptions,”  today  in  1976  it 
is  generally  considered  that  the  more  information  the  better  — 
and  auction  and  sale  catalogs  which  give  a  coin’s  history  and 
other  details,  assuming  that  they  are  in  some  way  pertinent  to 
the  coin,  are  highly  admired.  However,  100  years  ago 
apparently  certain  catalogers  had  an  abundance  of  time  and 
printed  catalogs  were  cheap  and  a  lot  of  irrelevant  words  were 
included.  Hence  we  have  a  comment  such  as  that  which 
appeared  in  an  1876  issue  of  Coin  Collectors  Journal: 


“We  cannot  too  much  deprecate  the  fashion  into  which 
some  coin  dealers  have  fallen  of  giving  minute  descriptions  of 
worthless  coins  that  are  filling  page  after  page  of  their  catalogs 
with  pieces  that  ought  to  be  thrown  out  or  sold  in  large  lots. 
The  sale  of  David  Proskey  (another  well  known  dealer  at  the 
time— QDB)  at  Bangs,  Merwin  &  Company,  on  the  14th  and 
15th  of  last  month  would  have  made  a  good  one  day  sale,  but 


“Quite  late  in  the  year  1856  a  friend  of  mine  brought  into 
my  store  in  Philadelphia  an  electrotype  Washington  cent  of 
1792  and  persuaded  me  to  purchase  it  for  25c.  Upon  showing 
it,  as  a  curiosity,  to  a  gentleman  he  offered  me  50c  for  it  — 
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as  a  two  day  sale  it  was  altogether  uninteresting.  During  the 
first  afternoon  only  about  30  pieces  sold  at  over  $1  each,  and 
of  these  only  two  items  sold  for  over  $2.75  each.” 

The  foregoing  description  is  also  remarkable  for  its 
description  of  generally  low  coin  values  at  the  time.  Indeed, 
coins  were  worth  just  fractions  of  today’s  values  —  ludicrous 
fractions,  in  fact. 

Later  in  this  article  I  will  list  some  coin  prices  from  the  year 
1876,  but  to  preserve  the  continuity  of  reading  I  will  continue 
with  text  at  the  time. 

Auctions  were  landmark  events  in  the  1870’s,  just  as  they 
are  today.  In  the  year  before  1876,  in  1875,  the  Col.  M.  I. 
Cohen  collection  was  sold  at  auction  from  November  25th 
through  November  29th.  The  collection  comprised  2,400 
different  lots  and  was  described  as  being:  “In  some 
departments,  particularly  that  of  American  coins,  both 
colonial  and  mint  issues,  exceedingly  full  and  complete.”  A 
contemporary  reporter  observed  that  the  bidding  was  rather 
sluggish  and  that  certain  prices  were  not  as  high  as  to  be 
expected.  However,  this  was  countered  by  the  fact  that 
"handsome  prices  for  Fine  and  Very  Fine  pieces  were  realized 
by  the  auctioneer.” 

While  “Fine  and  Very  Fine”  have  specific  meaning  to 
collectors  in  1976,  years  ago  such  terms  were  apt  to  describe 
coins  which  we  today  might  call  Extremely  Fine  or  even 
Uncirculated.  Auction  catalog  descriptions  tended  to  be  fairly 
general  in  nature.  The  theory  was  that  very  little  bidding 
would  be  done  by  mail  and  that  anyone  who  wanted  to  bid  by 
mail  would  send  his  commission  to  a  dealer  who  would  then 
attend  a  sale  in  person.  Contemporary  reports  reveal  that  the 
same  coin  could  be  called  Uncirculated  by  one  cataloger,  Proof 
by  another,  and  Very  Fine  by  another!  This  did  not  cause  a 
problem  at  the  time,  for  values  in  general  were  low  and  the 
ultimate  decision  was  in  the  hands  of  the  purchaser  —  he  could 
either  accept  a  coin  or  reject  it.  Today,  of  course,  the  situation 
is  vastly  different. 

One  ironic  situation  of  the  1875  Cohen  sale  was  that  a 
magnificent  group  of  gold  Proof  sets  of  the  years  1862 
through  1875  inclusive,  each  including  the  $20,  $10,  $5,  $3, 
$2.50,  and  $1  gold  pieces  and  each  originally  costing  about 
$55  a  set  at  the  Mint,  averaged  $46.50  each  —  or  less  by  $1.20 
the  then-current  value  of  gold!  How  sad!  Today  the  1875  gold 
Proof  set  alone  is  valued  at  several  hundred  thousand  dollars! 
General  lack  of  interest  in  such  pieces  at  the  time  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  only  20  1875  gold  Proof  sets  were  struck  at 
the  Mint,  and  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  even  this  small 
number  was  sold  in  its  entirety. 

Today  in  1976  it  is  popular  to  complain  about  coinage 
designs.  I  myself  have  done  so  early  in  this  article  (!)  and  in 
the  past  I  have  commented  that  in  my  personal  opinion  the 
Eisenhower  dollar,  to  cite  but  one  example,  certainly  is  not  a 
beautiful  or  magnificent  coin.  Other  examples  abound, 
unfortunately.  Such  criticism  is  by  no  means  new.  In  March 
1876  a  strong  complaint  was  registered  in  one  of  the  coin 
collecting  publications  about  the  design  of  Liberty  seated 
coinage.  Collectors  today,  who  enjoy  Liberty  seated  coins, 
who  bid  spirited  prices  for  them  and  who  consider  them  to  be 
elegant  compared  to  coins  of  the  present  era,  probably  would 
not  agree.  However,  in  1876  Liberty  seated  coins  were  hardly 
a  novelty  to  collectors  and  perhaps  familiarity  bred  contempt. 
The  diatribe  said: 


to  Mint  issues  of  the  present  day.  Look  at  the  uninteresting 
and  lifeless  Goddess  of  Liberty  with  its  scared  look  and 
shapeless  arm  .  .  .  and  compare  it  with  the  striking  and  lifelike 
features  of  a  1793  wreath  or  chain  cent  and  further  comments 
will  be  unnecessary.” 

Collectors  in  1976  might  not  agree.  I,  for  one,  think  that  a 
Liberty  seated  coin  is  more  attractive  in  design  than  the  rather 
plain  obverse  of  a  1793  chain  cent  —  but  in  1876  a  Liberty 
seated  coin  was  common  to  a  collector,  something  which 
would  be  tossed  aside  —  whereas  a  chain  cent  was  very 
valuable.  Indeed,  a  chain  cent  might  bring  $10  to  $20  at 
auction  if  it  were  in  nice  condition! 

Another  writer  described  Liberty  seated  as  being  a:  “young 
woman  sitting  on  nothing  in  particular  wearing  nothing  to 
speak  of,  looking  over  her  shoulder  at  nothing  imaginable,  and 
bearing  in  her  left  hand  something  that  looks  like  a  broomstick 
with  a  woolen  nightcap  on  it.  Such  a  figure  has  no  proper 
place  on  a  coin  —  it  is  without  beauty  and  without  meaning. 
Compare  our  silver  coins  with  those  of  France,  Germany,  or 
Great  Britain  and  see  their  inferiority  in  every  respect.  Why  is 
it  that  we  have  the  ugliest  money  of  all  civilized  nations?” 

,4s  I  said  before,  Liberty  seated  coin  specialists  would  not 
agree  today! 


Grading  standards,  as  noted,  were  quite  relaxed  in  1876  and 
varied  widely  from  dealer  to  dealer  and  catalog  to  catalog.  We 
had  certain  terms  as  Very  Fair  and  Very  Poor  which  we  do  not 
see  today.  On  the  other  hand,  the  abbreviations  AU  and  BU, 
so  common  today  for  Almost  Uncirculated  and  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  were  abbreviations  not  known  in  1876.  AU 
pieces  were  described  as  nearly  Uncirculated.  In  fact,  the  word 
nearly  was  in  fairly  popular  use,  and  such  terms  as  nearly  Fine 
and  nearly  Proof  (whatever  that  means!)  were  occasionally  to 
be  seen. 

The  term  Proof,  rigidly  defined  today  in  1976,  was  likewise 
loosely  applied  a  century  ago.  Hence  we  have  the  editor  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Journal ,  one  of  the  two  leading  publications  of 
the  day  (the  other  being  the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics )  describing  a  1793  cent  in  the  U.S.  Mint 
Collection  as  being  in  Proof  condition.  Often  coins  with  what 
we  would  today  call  a  prooflike  surface  were  simply  called 
Proofs  back  then.  As  a  matter  of  interest,  machinery  for 
making  Proofs  was  not  installed  at  the  U.S.  Mint  until  after 
the  Mint  fire  of  1816,  so  in  theory  no  earlier  U.S.  Mint  Proofs 
do  or  could  exist.  There  are,  however,  many  coins  with 
prooflike  surfaces  —  coins  which  could  be  called  Proofs  in 
theory.  Examples  are  certain  1796  silver  coins.  So,  the  early 
catalogers  were  not  altogether  wrong. 

Cleaning  coins,  a  problem  today,  was  likewise  a  matter  of 
concern  back  then.  Perhaps  the  simplest  advice  was  given  in 
April  1876  by  Ed  Frossard  who  advised  a  correspondent  that: 
“The  best  way  of  cleaning  rusted  or  worn  coins  in  our  opinion 
is  to  clean  them  out  of  your  collection  and  replace  them  by 
such  specimens  as  will  not  need  cleaning.” 


“Indeed,  the  further  we  advance  in  our  theoretical 
knowledge  of  art,  the  less  able  do  we  appear  of  being  able  to 
carry  out  principles  applying  its  rules.  This  applies  particularly 
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A  more  serious  comment  was  given  by  the  same  person  in 
May  of  1876  when  he  wrote  that:  “Few  copper,  brass,  or 
bronze  coins  can  be  improved  by  cleaning.  A  gentle  rubbing 
with  soft  flannel  dipped  in  sweet  oil  sometimes  improves  the 
appearance  of  a  coin  by  softening  or  removing  the 
accumulated  dirt,  but  the  removal  of  rust  and  verdigris,  which 
are  formed  by  the  decomposition  of  the  metal  itself,  only 
exposes  the  corroded  parts  and  disfigures  the  coin.  We  caution 
our  readers  against  the  use  of  oxalic  and  other  acids,  which  eat 
into  the  metal  and  give  it  a  very  bad  color.  Cyanide  of 
potassium,  which  we  have  heard  recommended  for  this 
purpose,  if  properly  applied,  removes  verdigris  almost 
instantaneously,  and  leaves  the  copper  in  a  better  condition 
than  sulfuric  or  other  acids.” 

Fearing  the  death  or  permanent  disablement  of  many  of  his 
readers  in  the  publication  which  he  edited,  The  Coin 
Collectors  Journal ,  Ed  Frossard  went  on  to  say  that  cyanide  of 
potassium  “must  be  used  by  skilled  hands,  and  with  the 
greatest  caution,  for  its  accidental  introduction  to  the  system, 
by  coming  in  contact  with  any  exposed  blood  vessels, 
decomposes  the  blood  and  causes  immediate  death.” 

He  continued  by  relating  that:  “Sweet  oil,  instead  of 
removing  verdigris  from  copper,  only  generates  it,  as  the 


following  analysis  shows  .  .  .  Hence  it  is  that  a  perfectly  bright 
copper  coin  placed  in  a  vessel  containing  sweet  oil  becomes 
tinged  with  green  after  a  lapse  of  only  one  or  two  days  and 
loses  its  brilliant  polish.  Silver  coins  can  be  cleaned  by  washing 
with  castile  soap  in  warm  water  and  drying  with  a  soft 
flannel.” 

Numismatics  was  not  without  its  humor  in  1876,  and  it  is  a 
personal  regret  of  mine  that  more  humor  is  not  present  in 
1976.  I  think  there  is  ample  room  for  present  day  (1976) 
catalogers  to  put  more  enthusiasm  and  enjoyment  into  what 
they  write.  In  any  event,  Ed  Frossard  had  a  humorous  turn  of 
mind  and  as  editor  of  the  Coin  Collectors  Journal  often 
printed  funny  things  —  or  things  which  at  least  seemed  funny 
then.  A  sample  joke: 

“Why  are  numismatists  naturally  of  a  melancholy 
temperament? 

“Answer:  Because  they  meet  with  so  many  reverses! 

Today  in  1976  if  we  look  through  our  pocket  change  for 
Lincoln  cents  we  are  lucky  to  find  a  rare  wheat  ear  cent  dated 
before  1959!  Indeed,  finding  a  super  rare  item  such  as  a 
1931-S  cent  would  be  worthy  of  a  front  page  article  in  Coin 
World  —  and  even  then  it  probably  would  indicate  that  some 
child  spent  his  father’s  coin  collection!  So,  read  this  and  weep: 

In  July  1876  it  was  reported  to  a  young  correspondent 
named  Louis  that:  “You  ought  to  find  specimens  of  American 
copper  cents  from  1816  to  1857  in  your  neighborhood,  but  if 
you  want  them  in  Fine  or  Uncirculated  condition,  unless  you 
have  unusual  facilities  for  inspecting  large  quantities  of  copper, 
you  must  apply  to  coin  dealers  or  purchase  at  coin  sales.  20 


years  ago  cents  from  1793  to  1814  were  frequently  found  in 
circulation,  but  at  present  time  most  of  them  have  found  their 
way  into  the  hands  of  collectors.  Still,  by  looking  over  lots  of 
old  cents,  one  sometimes  finds  even  the  rare  ones  .  .  .” 

In  1876  the  hottest  items  on  the  coin  market  were 
Washington  pieces  -  tokens  and  medals  relating  to  the  father 
of  our  country.  The  Mint  Cabinet  on  display  at  the  U.S.  Mint 
in  Philadelphia  featured  these  as  its  main  attraction.  In 
auctions  of  the  day,  tokens  and  medals  relating  to  George 
Washington  were  apt  to  bring  lar  more  than  what  we  consider 
to  be  rarities  today  in  the  regular  series.  For  example,  in  the 
18<5  sale  ol  the  Col.  Cohen  collection  a  gold  pocket  piece 
carried  by  George  Washington  sold  for  $500,  whereas  at  the 
same  sale  an  1804  silver  dollar  (present  1976  value  in  excess  of 
$200,000!)  sold  for  all  of  $325. 

Very  popular  at  the  time  were  coins  of  Greece,  Rome, 
medieval  Europe,  and  other  classic  issues.  It  seems  that  these 
were  more  popular  with  scholars  than  with  the  average 
collector,  for  what  appears  to  be  a  compliment  and  a  mild 
protest  at  the  same  time  appeared  in  one  of  the  early  issues  of 
the  Coin  Collectors  Journal.  A  Mr.  A.  B.  J.  of  New  York  City 
wrote  and  said: 

“I  am  very  pleased  with  the  first  number  of  your  Journal 
and  hope  you  will  be  able  to  carry  out  your  promise  of 
popularizing  the  study  of  numismatics.  Your  paper  promises 
to  be  exactly  what  it  is  wanted  to  be  by  hundreds  if  not 
thousands  of  collectors  who  are  desirous  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  numismatic  treasures  of  the  world  but 
who,  alas,  have  not  the  means  or  access  to  heavy  Latin  and 
Greek  publications,  and  if  they  did  could  not  always 
understand  what  they  were  reading  about. 

“What  we  want  are  not  voluminous  and  learned 
dissertations  on  the  position  of  the  lobe  of  the  left  ear  on  a 
1793  Liberty  Cap  cent,  but  plain  statements  in  plain  English 
on  the  coins  of  all  nations  with  sufficient  illustrations  to  make 
the  matter  intellegible  to  ordinary  men,  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  our  country.” 

In  1876  mintmarks  were  not  very  popular,  and  auction 
catalog  descriptions  often  omitted  the  description  of  them. 
Indeed,  there  were  no  reference  catalogs  of  any  kind  available 
listing  United  States  coins.  Occasionally  a  brief  description 
would  be  given  in  a  popular  book  or  magazine,  but  there  was 
no  equivalent  of  the  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  that  we  know 
of  today. 

For  example,  in  December  1876  the  Coin  Collectors  Journal 
published  a  list  of  known  varieties  of  U.S.  coins  from  1793 
through  1857.  However,  mintmarks  were  not  mentioned  in  the 
list,  for  collecting  by  mintmarks  was  not  popular  at  the  time! 
All  that  was  of  concern  was  the  date.  It  was  recommended 
that  readers  desiring  to  know  more  about  what  coins  were 
minted  should  subscribe  to  auction  sales  to  get  this 
information.  Also  if  they  want  to  know  about  prices  they 
should  acquire  prices  realized  from  auction  sales  for  there  was 
no  other  source  of  information. 

In  July  1876  W.  S.  Appleton,  who  I  earlier  related  was 
secretary  of  the  Boston  Numismatic  Society,  worked  with 
William  E.  DuBois  of  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia  to  compile  a  list 
of  New  Orleans  issues.  It  was  stated  in  print  that:  "It  may  not 
be  absolutely  perfect,  but  it  is  thought  to  be  very  nearly  so.  If 
omissions  are  found  I  hope  to  be  informed  of  them.  I  believe 
the  same  facts  cannot  be  found  elsewhere.” 

This  list  went  on  to  give  an  incomplete  and  inaccurate 
chronology  of  New  Orleans  Mint  issues.  For  example,  it  was 


stated  that  1861-0  silver  dollars  existed,  whereas  none  were 
made  that  year.  The  list  of  New  Orleans  half  dollars  omitted 
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the  1838-0,  one  ot  t he  most  famous  of  all  American  rarities. 
There  were  other  errors  as  well. 

In  October  1876  another  correspondent  wrote  in  to  say  that 
he  had  an  1862-0  half  dollar  as  well  as  some  other  coins.  We 
know  toda\  that  no  such  thing  as  an  1862-0  half  dollar  exists 
(the  New  Orleans  Mint  having  closed  down  in  1861,  not  to 
re-open  until  1879),  so  the  writer  must  have  been  describing  a 
counterfeit.  1  mention  this  to  point  out  the  lack  of  general 
information  available  to  the  beginning  collector  at  the  time. 

And  yet  branch  mints  often  made  the  news.  Some  of  the 
news  was  rather  humorous,  at  least  from  the  viewpoint  of 
today,  1976. 

For  example,  in  June  of  1876  one  of  the  San  Francisco 
newspapers  ran  an  article  which  said  (and  I  paraphrase): 
“Scandal  at  the  Carson  City  Mint:  It  was  reported  by  a  special 
agency  of  the  Treasury  that  the  trade  dollars  coined  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint  do  not  contain  the  amount  of  silver 
prescribed  by  law.  The  discrepancy  is  said  to  vary  from  Zzc  to 
2c  on  all  of  the  recent  coinage.  This  most  unexpected 
revelation  explains  some  things  in  connection  with  the  silver 
problem  which  were  very  puzzling.  We  now  know  why  these 
coins  are  not  as  readily  received  in  China  as  they  were  when 
they  were  first  emitted.  The  Chinese  are  very  expert  on  all 
matters  relating  to  coins.  When  it  was  discovered  that  certain 
trade  dollars  were  a  fraud,  the  market  for  them  was  reduced. 

“The  excuse  that  is  offered  for  this  most  outrageous  and 
disgraceful  transaction  is  that  the  workmen  at  the  Carson  City 
Mint  were  not  as  skillful  as  they  ought  to  be  and  hence  caused 
devaluation  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  coins.  If  they  do  work 
in  that  slovenly  way  at  the  Carson  City  Mint,  the  sooner  that 
institution  is  shut  up,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  country  and 
the  commerce  of  the  coast.  The  attempt  to  throw  blame  on 
the  unskillfulness  of  the  operator  in  this  case  is  audacious.  The 
fact  is  that  somebody  has  been  making  $20,000  on  every 
million  of  these  coins  struck.  The  reputation  of  the  Carson 
City  Mint  will  suffer  for  a  long  time.” 

Offhand,  at  this  point  in  reading  my  article  you  would  say: 
“Aha,  here  is  an  interesting  aspect  of  trade  dollar  coinage 
which  I  was  not  aware  of  —  a  fascinating  sidelight  to 
numismatic  history.”  Indeed,  it  is  a  fascinating  sidelight,  but  it 
is  not  quite  in  the  way  you  might  expect.  Let  me  continue  .  .  . 

In  October  1876  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
reported  that  the  scandal  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  was 
something  in  the  way  of:  “An  idle  tale  invented  by  San 
Francisco  newspaper  reporters.  The  ‘war  of  the  Mints’  rages 
between  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco,  and  everything  that 
one  can  say  to  disparage  the  other  is  poured  out  in  venom  in 
the  issues  of  the  respective  daily  newspapers.  It  is  safe  to 
assume  that  there  never  was  a  trade  dollar  that  passed  through 
the  doors  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  whose  weight  was 
appreciably  under  the  standard.  This  was  confirmed  by  our 
correspondent,  a  broker  in  San  Francisco  who  weighed  over 
600  Carson  City  Mint  trade  dollars  on  coin  scales  and  tested 
the  integrity  of  each.” 


Doing  research  for  this  article  on  1876  coinage  was  quite 
fascinating.  Among  other  things,  1  learned  something  which  I 
had  vaguely  known  about  before,  but  had  not  realized  its 
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impact.  From  1861  through  1876  virtually  no  silver  coins  were 
in  circulation  in  America.  During  the  Civil  War,  fears  about  the 
outcome  caused  people  to  hoard  silver  and  gold  coins.  Once 
the  Civil  War  ended  this  fear  was  still  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
and  apparently  virtually  no  silver  coins  circulated.  In  their 
stead  appeared  paper  fractional  currency. 

This  is  dramatically  related  by  an  article  which  appeared  in 
June  1876  which  reported  that  silver  coins  were  being  found 
in  circulation  once  again  as  fractional  currency  was  being 
redeemed.  This  article,  appearing  in  the  Coin  Collectors 
Journal ,  said  that: 

“The  reappearance  of  silver,  so  long  hidden  from  our  eyes 
that  many  young  men  of  20  years  of  age  cannot  remember 
having  had  a  piece  in  their  hands,  has  naturally  attracted 
attention  to  the  style,  design,  and  workmanship  of  our  coins, 
and  it  must  be  confessed  that  welcome  and  attractive  as  they 
are,  their  general  look  as  well  as  their  particular  points,  with 
one  exception,  is  not  satisfactory  ...”  Then  followed  the 
dissertation  complaining  about  the  Liberty  seated  coin  design. 
Newspapers  all  over  America  ran  similar  commentaries  and 
educated  the  public  on  what  the  newly-appearing  coins  looked 
like. 

Another  article  said  that: 

“Silver  coins  are  real  money,  which  we  have  not  seen  in  our 
daily  transactions  for  15  years,  and  its  appearance  has  made  a 
sensation.  That  sensation  has  caused  a  new  hoarding  of  the 
pretty,  fresh,  white  silver  circles  —  and  now  it  is  almost  as  hard 
to  get  a  dollar  in  change  now  as  it  was  in  1861.  We  may  all 
rejoice  now  at  the  return  of  the  days  when  a  dollar  was  a 
dollar,  when  the  filthiness  of  lucre  was  not  spread  upon  thin 
slivers  and  slips  of  paper,  and  when  money  could  not  be  torn 
up  and  reduced  by  accidental  wetting.  The  appearance  of  real 
money  (silver  coins)  in  circulation  now  will  produce  a  change 
in  manner  in  customs  and  speech.  Pocketbooks  will  go  out  and 
purses  will  come  in.  People  who  like  to  handle  their  funds  and 
attract  to  their  possessions  of  precious  metal  may  again  jingle 
silver  in  the  pouches  of  their  undergarments.  We  will  no  longer 
call  money  ‘stamps.’ 

The  return  of  silver  coins  was  begun  early  in  1876  when  the 
Sub-Treasury  in  New  York  City  began  redeeming  fractional 
currency  by  paying  out  in  exchange  half  dollars,  quarters,  and 
dimes  of  the  dates  1874  through  1876. 

While  it  is  not  stated  in  the  numismatic  journals,  it  is 
probably  the  case  that  the  quantities  of  silver  coins  minted 
from  1861  to  1875,  the  pieces  which  were  not  put  in 
circulation,  were  either  stored  by  the  Treasury  and  released  in 
1876  or  were  in  many  instances  exported.  It  is  known  that 
many  silver  coins  were  shipped  to  the  Orient  for  use  in  the 
China  trade.  This  is  particularly  true  of  San  Francisco  Mint 
half  dimes  and  half  dollars  made  during  that  period  and,  of 
course,  trade  dollars  made  during  the  1870’s  —  the  latter  being 
produced  especially  for  that  purpose. 

Before  I  go  on  to  coin  values  I  don’t  want  to  neglect  paper 
money  enthusiasts  among  present  readers  so  I  will  reiterate 
an  item  which  appeared  relating  the  fortunate  find  in  late 
1875  by  a  collector  named  John  Gill  who  lived  in  San 
Francisco.  It  was  reported  that  he:  “Yesterday  purchased  from 
W.  M.  Duncan  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  a  bushel  of  Confederate 
paper  money  that  contained  $750,000  face  value  of  paper 
money  and  $50,000  face  value  of  Confederate  bonds.  Mr.  Gill 
paid  $50  in  gold  coins  for  them.  The  money  and  bonds  were 
purchased  by  Mr.  Duncan  at  the  sale  of  the  assets  of  the 
Tennessee  Bank.  Mr.  Gill,  a  collector,  has  5,000  specimens  of 
Confederate  money.  He  left  last  night  for  Atlanta  where  he 
will  undoubtedly  find  millions  more  of  the  same.” 
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Coin  prices  in  1876  were  vastly  different  than  what  we  are 
accustomed  to  today.  Believe  it  or  not,  some  pieces  sold  for 
more  then  than  they  do  today  —  examples  being  certain  rare 
varieties  of  bronze  and  silver  medals  (interest  in  these  was  at  a 
height  100  years  ago,  and  has  never  recovered).  However,  999 
out  of  1,000  pieces  sell  for  more  —  vastly  more  —  today.  While 
it  would  be  possible  to  literally  double  the  size  of  this  article 
with  1876  prices  on  all  sorts  of  things,  I  will  touch  upon 
a  few  highlights  to  serve  as  illustrations.  In  parentheses  after 
each  coin  price  I  have  put  the  approximate  value  of  the  same 
coin  today,  1976.  Thus,  the  first  price  is  the  1876  price,  the 
second  price  which  is  in  parentheses  is  that  100  years  later: 


($5,000.00);  1852  Proof  $44.00  ($6,000.00);  1858  Proof 
$6.00  ($5,000.00). 


Colonial  coins:  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling  Very  Fine  $6.00 
($900.00);  Lord  Baltimore  shilling,  Very  Fine  $34.00 
($6,000.00);  Lord  Baltimore  sixpence,  Very  Fine  $30.00 
($6,000.00);  1694  Carolina  Elephant  token  nearly 

Uncirculated  $30.00  ($10,000.00);  1737  Higley  threepence 
Poor  $27.00  ($5,000.00);  1766  Pitt  halfpenny  Uncirculated 
$6.50  ($1,000.00);  1773  Virginia  halfpenny  Uncirculated 
$1.00  ($400.00);  1776  Continental  dollar  Uncirculated  $5.25 
($10,000.00  or  more). 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  grades  I  give  are  those 
which  appeared  in  numismatic  publications  in  1876,  100  years 
ago.  We  have  undergone  a  grade  inflation  since  then.  What  was 
called  Fine  back  then  (and  not  with  any  consistency  either)  we 
might  call  Extremely  Fine  today.  What  was  called  Extremely 
Fine  back  then  might  qualify  as  Uncirculated  today.  So,  with 
this  in  mind  the  comparisons  I  give  are  even  more  striking! 

Half  cents:  1793  Uncirculated  $25.00  ($10,000.00);  1794 
Uncirculated  $14.00  ($3,000.00);  1810  Uncirculated  $7.00 
($500.00);  1831  Proof  $7.00  ($2,000.00);  Proofs  in  the 
1840’s  $7.00  each  ($1,250.00  each). 

Large  cents:  1793  Chain  cent  Fine  $15.00  ($1,300.00); 
1793  Libertv  Capped  cent  Very  Good  $15.00  ($800.00);  1799 
Fine  $16.00  ($1,500.00);  1804  Very  Good  $10.00  ($300.00). 

Two  cent  pieces:  Proofs  from  1864  through  1873,  no 
distinction  made  as  to  different  dates:  about  25c  each  (today’s 
values:  $300.00  to  $400.00  for  most  dates,  with  1873  selling 
at  over  $700.00). 

Silver  three  cent  pieces:  Proofs  in  the  1860’s  and  1870’s 
were  available  for  75c  each  (today  these  would  cost  several 
hundred  dollars  each). 

Half  dimes:  1794  Very  Fine  $2.00  ($800.00);  1795  Fine 
$1.00  ($350.00);  1800  Good  75c  ($150.00);  1802,  rare  date, 
Poor  $35.00  ($1,000.00). 

Dimes:  1792  disme,  U.S.  Mint  pattern  coin  Fine  $20.00 
($50,000.00);  Proof  dimes  in  the  1860’s  and  1870’s  15c  each 
(several  hundred  dollars  each  today). 

Quarter  dollars:  the  first  year  of  issue,  1796,  cost  $1.50  in 
Fair  condition  and  $10.00  Very  Fine,  with  an  Uncirculated 
piece  bringing  $20.00.  (Comparable  values  today  are  $600.00, 
$4,000.00,  and  $20,000.00!) 

Half  dollars:  the  first  year  of  issue,  1794,  was  available  in 
Fair  grade  at  $2.00  and  AU  at  $8.00  (today  these  same  two 
coins  would  sell  at  about  $150.00  and  $3,000.00  respectively). 
A  rare  1796  half  dollar  in  Good  fetched  $20.00  back  in  1876 
(value  today:  $2,000.00).  A  1797  AU  sold  for  $28.00  (value 
today:  $20,000.00). 

Silver  dollars:  1794  Very  Fine  $100.00  ($15,000.00);  1795 
Very  Fine,  flowing  hair  type  $2.00  ($750.00);  1796 
Uncirculated  $15.00  ($10,000.00);  1804  silver  dollar  $300  to 
$500  (over  $200,000  today);  1836  Gobrecht,  Proof  with 
rubbing  $8.00  ($2,500.00);  1839  Gobrecht  Proof  $20.00 


Of  course  those  popular  series  we  enjoy  so  much  today, 
Morgan  dollars  and  Peace  dollars,  hadn’t  even  been  invented 
by  then! 

Trade  dollars:  1873  Proof  $2.00  (value  today:  $1,500.00); 
1873-S  Uncirculated  $2.00  (value  today:  $700.00). 

Quarter  eagles  ($2.50  gold  pieces):  1796  described  as  Proof 
$15.00  (this  is  probably  the  variety  with  stars  which  occurs 
with  a  prooflike  surface,  value  today  about  $25,000.00);  1797 
Fine  $11.00  ($2,500.00). 

$5.00  gold  pieces:  1795  Uncirculated  $6.50  ($10,000.00); 
1796  Fine  $12.00  ($2,000.00);  1798  Uncirculated  $7.00 
($4,000.00);  1799  Uncirculated  $6.00  ($3,000.00);  1823  AU 
$7.00  ($10,000.00);  1825  Very  Fine  $8.00  ($3,000.00). 

$10.00  gold  pieces:  1795  Uncirculated  $20.00 
($15,000.00);  1796  Uncirculated  $20.00  ($15,000.00):  1797 
large  eagle  Very  Fine  $20.00  ($2,000.00);  1797  small  eagle 
Very  Fine  $20.00  ($3,500.00). 

My  study  of  1876  coinage  and  history,  which  occupied 
several  enjoyable  days,  involved  consulting  quite  a  few 
contemporary  magazines,  books,  and  guidebooks  to  the 
Centennial  Exhibition  in  my  own  personal  library  (I  collect  all 
sorts  of  books  on  obscure  things!),  copies  of  the  Coin 
Collectors  Journal  and  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
in  the  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  library  together  with 
various  auction  catalogs  and  other  numismatic  reference  books 
from  the  same  source,  the  fascinating  People’s  Almanac 
(published  by  Irving  Wallace  and  David  Wallechinsky 
currently  available  on  your  newsstand  —  I  recommend  reading 
this  if  you  have  a  weekend  with  nothing  to  do,  it  contains 
fascinating  information  on  all  sorts  of  things!),  plus 
information  from  some  of  my  own  personal  interests, 
information  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  plus  quite  a  bit 
of  patience  on  behalf  of  my  secretary,  Glinda  Vallow. 

In  retrospect  it  would  have  been  fun  to  have  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Boston  Numismatic  Society  back  in  1876. 
Perhaps  for  $20.00  I  could  have  enticed  one  of  the  club 
members  to  part  with  an  Uncirculated  $10  gold  piece  of  the 
year  1795.  However,  if  I  was  alive  then  I  certainly  wouldn’t  be 
alive  now  in  1976  to  enjoy  getting  $15,000.00  or  more  for  it! 
Besides,  I  vastly  prefer  my  car  in  1976  to  the  horse  I  might 
have  had  in  1876,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  might  have  been  a 
sick  one  (remembering  the  Epizootic!).  1  suppose,  in  a  way, 
each  method  of  transportation  has  its  pollution  problems, 
however! 

Unfortunately,  I  won  t  be  around  (to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  -  but  1  can  hope)  in  2076  when  hopefully  there 
still  will  be  a  lot  of  people  enjoying  coin  collecting.  Perhaps  in 
that  time  one  century  from  now  people  can  look  through 
issues  of  coin  catalogs  and  f in d  the  prices  as  ridiculously 
inexpensive  as  I  found  the  prices  back  in  1876.  In  any  event,  I 
hope  that  the  spirit  of  coin  collecting  endures  and  increases 
and  I  am  sure  that  it  will.  _ 
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QUEST  TONS  &  ANSWERS 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  pertaining  to  any  aspect  of 
numismatics  within  the  purview  of  our  catalogues.  The  questions  of  the 
most  general  interest  or  poignancy  will  be  answered  here. 

QUESTION:  Since  your  first  helpful  and  gracious  letters  a  few 
months  ago  I  have  purchased  several  coins  from  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries,  always  with  satisfaction.  Also  I  have  had  a  nice  response  to 
the  telephone  calls  I’ve  placed  to  your  company.  I  get  the  feeling  that 
B&R  is  a  genuinely  fine  and  helpful  organization.  I’m  sure  that  this 
attitude  pays  off  many  times  over  by  fostering  continued  patronage  by 
your  many  customers. 

With  regard  to  the  auction  catalogues  you  issue,  from  reading  the 
instructions  I  get  the  feeling  that  “all  are  welcome  aboard,”  even  with 
modest  bids  on  coins  of  lesser  value.  An  attempt  is  made  to  explain 
fully  “how  to  go  about  it.”  The  problem  is  that  for  one  who  has  never 
done  this  before  (like  me)  it  is  really  not  a  sufficient  explanation.  You 
might  wish  to  give  some  thought  to  expanding  your  instructions. 

Emphasis  is  made  on  the  fact  that  bids  are  for  full  lots,  but  there  are 
many  items  which  seem  to  be  just  single  items.  Can  you  explain  this? 

What  are  the  prices  in  parentheses  which  you  list  after  certain  lots, 
especially  ancient  and  world  coin  lots?  Are  these  prices  from  past 
auctions  or  are  they  just  a  range  of  values?  Also,  why  are  these  prices 
indicated  for  some  items  and  not  for  others? 

Another  point:  One  of  your  recent  “Rare  Coin  Review”  issues,  No. 

25,  had  a  delightful  article  on  how  B&R  arrives  at  its  prices.  Both  here 
and  in  some  of  your  other  writings  there  are  caveats  about  accepting 
“bargains”  in  the  world  of  coins.  If  there  really  aren’t  any  substantial 
bargains,  how  can  B&R  offer  them  at  times  in  its  periodic  “Special  Coin 
Letter”  circulars?  Perhaps  you  do  this  to  attract  new  customers  from 
time  to  time  or  to  move  something  which,  oddly  enough,  hasn’t  sold. 

Or  are  there  other  reasons? 

One  final  note:  In  October  1975  I  purchased  a  1926-D  Liberty 
standing  quarter  from  you  for  $95.  Since  then  I  notice  the  coin  has 
risen  in  value  to  $109  in  your  “Rare  Coin  Review”  No.  25  and  $119  in 
your  “Rare  Coin  Review”  No.  26— not  exactly  enough  to  retire  on,  but 
still,  in  a  small  way,  a  pleasant  surprise.  Thank  you  in  advance  for  your 
answers  to  my  inquiries. - Ms.D.L.D.,  New  York,  N.Y. 

ANSWER:  Thank  you  for  your  nice  comments  and  questions. 

Concerning  your  questions  about  auctions,  it  is  sometimes  the 
practice— especially  years  ago  in  the  U.S.A.  and  sometimes  now  in 
Europe— to  bid  on  so  much  per  item  rather  than  so  much  per  lot.  In 
other  words,  it  is  sometimes  the  situation  (not  with  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries  but  with  certain  others)  if  a  lot  contains  10  pieces  and  you 
want  to  bid  $100  the  auctioneer  asks  for  so  much  per  item  in  the  lot.  In 
this  instance  you  would  bid  $10  per  item,  and  because  there  were  10 
pieces  in  the  lot,  your  “real”  bid  would  be  $100  on  the  lot.  To  our  way 
of  thinking— and  this  is  now  general  practice— it  is  far  simpler  to  bid 
$100  for  the  total  lot  in  the  first  place.  So,  our  mentioning  of  this 
refers  to  an  archaic  and  seldom-used  practice,  but  one  which  still 
sometimes  causes  questions  on  the  part  of  bidders.  As  our  auction 
catalogues  are  distributed  all  over  the  world,  the  terms  of  bidding  must 
cover  many  contingencies. 

The  prices  in  parentheses  given  after  certain  lots  are  estimates.  In 
United  States  coins  we  usually  do  not  give  estimates  for  there  are  many 
sources  of  valuations— including  our  own  Rare  Coin  Review  catalogues, 
the  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  other  dealers’  offerings,  and  so  on. 

However  in  the  field  of  world  coins  and  ancient  coins  it  is  often 
necessary  to  go  through  several  hundred  books  in  order  to  catalogue 
coins  in  these  series— and  we  do  not  presume  that  our  customers  have  a 
library  equivalent  to  ours.  So,  when  we  do  get  price  information  we  list 
it  in  the  catalogue.  If  we  put,  for  example,  that  a  Lot  is  worth  between 
$500  and  $700  this  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  it  will  sell  in  that 
range.  Perhaps  a  bid  of  $400  will  take  the  coin.  On  the  other  hand, 
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perhaps  it  will  set  a  new  record  and  sell  for  $1500.  Our  initial  figure  is 
merely  an  estimate— sometimes  a  guess  (when  no  outside  pricing 
information  is  available)  and  sometimes  a  carefully  calculated  price  .  .  . 
depending  upon  how  recently  a  similar  item  has  sold  elsewhere  and  how 
much  information  we  were  able  to  obtain  concerning  it. 

Concerning  your  question  about  “bargains,”  you  get  what  you  pay 
for  in  numismatics.  There  are  always  good  buys  to  be  had— but  never  in 
numismatics  are  you  going  to  find  correctly-graded  coins  at  a  fraction 
of  their  value.  In  many  of  the  numismatic  publications  the  advertise¬ 
ments  are  price-competitive  rather  than  quality -competitive.  The  lowest 
price  attracts  the  order,  so  quality  often  is  not  considered.  So,  when 
you  order  a  coin  described  as  “Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated”  at  half  or 
two-thirds  of  what  you  might  expect  to  pay,  chances  are  good  that  you 
will  get  a  coin  that  we  would  not  grade  as  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
but,  rather,  which  if  we  were  selling  it  we  would  describe  as  Borderline 
Uncirculated  or  AU.  The  margin  of  profit  on  choice  and  rare  coins  is 
quite  small,  usually  20%  or  less,  so  it  simply  is  not  the  case  that  choice 
and  rare  coins  can  be  sold  at  half  the  market  price. 

Advanced  collectors  realize  this,  of  course— and  as  a  good  share  of 
our  clients  are  advanced  numismatists  we  don’t  have  a  problem  in  this 
regard.  Our  reputation  for  careful  and  accurate  grading  is  well  known. 
However,  in  attracting  new  clients  this  is  sometimes  a  problem— for 
novices  tend  to  find  low  prices  to  be  compellingly  attractive  while 
“quality,”  something  we  continually  stress,  is  an  abstract  concept. 
Then,  too,  beginners  often  have  the  idea  that  if  an  advertisement 
appears  in  Publication  X,  then  Publication  X  has  approved  of  that 
dealers  grading.  Nothing  could  be  more  distant  from  the  truth.  While 
specific  complaints  are  often  acted  upon,  the  fact  remains  that  very 
little  checking  is  done  in  advance  when  “bargains”  are  offered.  Les  Fox, 
writing  in  the  Perera  Coin  Report,  has  gone  into  this  advertising 
situation  in  some  depth— and  has  learned  of  some  patently  unbelievable 
ads  which  have  been  blithely  accepted  by  well-known  publications.  The 
loser,  of  course,  is  not  the  publication  or  the  advertising  dealer  but  is 
the  beginning  collector  who  nibbles  at  the  bait. 

The  other  day  we  received  in  the  mail  a  printed  catalogue  offered  by 
a  “leading  dealer.”  Coins  were  advertised  at  from  1/2  to  1/4  of  what  we 
would  be  willing  to  pay  for  such  items,  in  many  instances!  We 
forwarded  the  catalogue  to  American  Numismatic  Association  president 
Virgil  Hancock,  who  wrote  back  to  say  that  he  was  indeed  aware  of  the 
fraudulent  offer,  but  that  the  A.N.A.  could  do  nothing  (the  advertiser 
wasn’t  an  A.N.A.  member)  and  that  the  post  office  was  very  slow  to 
act,  even  in  obvious  situations.  So,  such  misleading  and  fraudulent 
offers  continue  to  prosper— with  the  sellers  often  backing  up  their  wares 
with  money-back  guarantees  (figuring  that  if  a  refund  is  made  this  will 
keep  people  from  complaining).  We  could  go  on  and  on  .  .  . 

We  and  other  established  dealers  occasionally  do  have  clearance 
sales— to  attract  new  clients  (this  is  a  form  of  advertising),  to  clear  out 
slow  movers,  and  the  like.  But  in  these  instances  grading  is  not 
compromised  one  iota— and  a  clearance-priced  item  is  just  as  carefully 
graded  as  is  any  other  item  in  our  stock. 


Many  items  listed  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock.  Please  list  alternate  choices  below  to  better 
enable  us  to  fill  your  order  when  the  first  items  requested  have  been  sold.  An  unfilled  order  is 
disappointing  to  both  of  us.  We  will  not  send  alternate  choices  unless  the  first  items  requested  have 
been  sold.  The  larger  your  list  of  alternate  choices  is,  the  greater  the  chance  is  of  our  completely 
filling  your  order. 

Ordering  for  a  type  set?  If  so,  just  put  “Same  Type”  as  your  alternate  choice.  We’ll  then  send  a 
coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  the  first  item  requested  has 
been  sold. 

ALTERNATE  CHOICES 


Country 

Denomination 

Date  and  Mint  mark 

Grade 

Price 

LL  YOUR 


antages  that  a  combined 
ou: 

Murbach,  Richard 
>nal  numismatists  on 
worth  of  choice 
Id  in  America  and 


pieces  will  be 
,  and  descriptions  of 

We  invite  you  to  list  below  your  general  or  specific  wants  for  items  valued  at  $10  or  more  in  any  ence  for  years  to 
series.  We  shall  advise  you  if  any  of  these  become  available  in  the  near  future.  Of  course  there’s  no 
obligation  to  buy;  just  the  opportunity  if  you  so  desire. 


WANT  LIST 


Country 

Denomination 

Date,  mintmark,  variety 

Approx,  grade  wanted 

Thank  you  for  your  business.  Your  confidence  in  our  firm  is  sincerely  appreciated. 

We’ll  reward  you  by  trying  our  best  to  deliver  to  you  the  best  values  in  the  coin  field  today! 

Use  additional  sheet  for  ordering  additional  items  or  for  comments. 


es  auction  sale. 

•st  active  buyers  in 
>n  market  today. 

e  can  give  you  a 
■  benefits  of  selling 


Insured  protection 
le  varieties,  rarity 
inancial  and 
lies  organization. 


ephone  us  (you  may 
hi.  A  Bowers  and 
to  sell  your 


LUDING  YOUR  COLLECTION! 


cBoWers  and  °f(uddy^  Qalleries , 


6922  Hollywood  Blvd./Suite  600/Los  Angeles,  California  90028 

Telephone  (213)  466-4595  (multiple  lines)  T  ’ex:  69-1555  PHOTOGRADE  LSA 


^nc. 


The  directors  of  the  firm,  James  F.  Ruddy  and  Q.  David  Rowers,  are  life  members  (Nos.  336  and  33  7)  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association;  and  are  members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  Royal 
Numismatic  Society  (London),  and  other  leading  organizations. 

A  Subsidiary  of  General  Mills 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  per 
numismatics  within  the  purview  of  our  catalog 
most  general  interest  or  poignancy  will  be  ansu 

QUESTION:  Since  your  first  helpful  am 
months  ago  I  have  purchased  several  coins  f 
Galleries,  always  with  satisfaction.  Also  I  hav 
the  telephone  calls  I’ve  placed  to  your  compa 
B&R  is  a  genuinely  fine  and  helpful  organiz; 
attitude  pays  off  many  times  over  by  fostering 
your  many  customers. 


BOWERS  AND  RUDDY  GALLERIES,  INC. 
6922  Hollywood  Boulevard,  Suite  600 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90028 
Tel  (213)  466-4595 

Telex:  69  -  1655  PHOTOGRADE  LSA 


Name, 


(Please  print  clearly) 


Street _ _ _ _ 

City _ _ _ _ State 

fr'P  ToIppHfino _ 


is  enclosed  for  the  following  items  as  advertised  in  the 


(date). 


.  issue  of: . 


If  using  Master  Charge  list  account  No.(. 


interbank  No.  (  )  and  expiration  date  (  )-  Thank  you! 


Country 

Denomination 

Date  and  Mintmark 

Grade 

Price 

Catalog  Subscription 

California  Residents  please  add  appropriate  Sales  Tax 

TOTAL 

THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  BUSINESS!  YOUR  ORDER  WILL  BE  SENT  TO  YOU 
POSTPAID  (Coins  by  first  class  or  airmail;  books  and  supplies  under  separate  cover  by 
Special  Book  Rate ) 


With  regard  to  the  auction  catalogues  you 
instructions  I  get  the  feeling  that  “all  are  welt 
modest  bids  on  coins  of  lesser  value.  An  attt 
fully  “how  to  go  about  it.”  The  problem  is  th 
done  this  before  (like  me)  it  is  really  not  a  suf 
might  wish  to  give  some  thought  to  expar 
Emphasis  is  made  on  the  fact  that  bids  are  fo 
many  items  which  seem  to  be  just  single  item 
What  are  the  prices  in  parentheses  which  yo 
especially  ancient  and  world  coin  lots?  Are 
auctions  or  are  they  just  a  range  of  values?  Al 
indicated  for  some  items  and  not  for  others? 

Another  point:  One  of  your  recent  “Rare  C 
25,  had  a  delightful  article  on  how  B&R  arrive 
and  in  some  of  your  other  writings  there  are 
“bargains”  in  the  world  of  coins.  If  there  reall 
bargains,  how  can  B&R  offer  them  at  times  in  it 
Letter”  circulars?  Perhaps  you  do  this  to  attn 
time  to  time  or  to  move  something  which,  odi 
Or  are  there  other  reasons? 

One  final  note:  In  October  1975  I  purch; 
standing  quarter  from  you  for  $95.  Since  the 
risen  in  value  to  $109  in  your  “Rare  Coin  Revit 
your  “Rare  Coin  Review”  No.  26— not  exactly  < 
still,  in  a  small  way,  a  pleasant  surprise.  Thank 
answers  to  my  inquiries. - Ms.D.L.D.,  New  Y 

ANSWER:  Thank  you  for  your  nice  comment 

Concerning  your  questions  about  auctions 
practice— especially  years  ago  in  the  U.S.A.  a 
Europe— to  bid  on  so  much  per  item  rather  th 
other  words,  it  is  sometimes  the  situation  (not  v 
Galleries  but  with  certain  others)  if  a  lot  cont 
want  to  bid  $100  the  auctioneer  asks  for  so  mud 
this  instance  you  would  bid  $10  per  item,  and 
pieces  in  the  lot,  your  “real”  bid  would  be  $100 
of  thinking— and  this  is  now  general  practice— i 

$100  for  the  total  lot  in  the  first  place.  So,  our  mentioning  of  this 
refers  to  an  archaic  and  seldom-used  practice,  but  one  which  still 
sometimes  causes  questions  on  the  part  of  bidders.  As  our  auction 
catalogues  are  distributed  all  over  the  world,  the  terms  of  bidding  must 
cover  many  contingencies. 

The  prices  in  parentheses  given  after  certain  lots  are  estimates.  In 
Lnited  States  coins  we  usually  do  not  give  estimates  for  there  are  many 
sources  of  valuations— including  our  own  Rare  Coin  Review  catalogues, 
the  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  other  dealers’  offerings,  and  so  on. 

However  in  the  field  of  world  coins  and  ancient  coins  it  is  often 
necessary  to  go  through  several  hundred  books  in  order  to  catalogue 
coins  in  these  series— and  we  do  not  presume  that  our  customers  have  a 
library  equivalent  to  ours.  So,  when  we  do  get  price  information  we  list 
it  in  the  catalogue.  If  we  put,  for  example,  that  a  Lot  is  worth  between 
$  >00  and  $700  this  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  it  will  sell  in  that 
range.  Perhaps  a  bid  of  $400  will  take  the  coin.  On  the  other  hand, 
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slow  movers,  and  the  like.  But  in  these  instances  grading  is  not 
compromised  one  iota— and  a  clearance-priced  item  is  just  as  carefully 
graded  as  is  any  other  item  in  our  stock. 


AUCTION ! 


AN  IDEAL  WAY  TO  SELL  YOUR 

COLLECTION ! 

Considering  the  sale  of  your  coin  collection?  Then  consider  the  advantages  that  a  combined 
public  and  mail  bid  auction  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  can  offer  you: 

EXPERT  CATALOGUING  bv  James  F.  Ruddy,  Q.  David  Bowers,  John  Murbach,  Richard 
Kostelnik,  Judy  Cahn,  Don  Hauser,  Paul  Rynearson,  and  the  other  professional  numismatists  on 
our  staff.  You  get  the  experience  of  our  having  handled  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  choice 
United  States  and  world  coins  —  including  many  of  the  finest  collections  sold  in  America  and 
Europe  in  recent  decades. 

A  BEAUTIFUL  CATALOGUE  will  highlight  your  collection.  Important  pieces  will  be 
illustrated  with  detailed  photographs.  The  illustrations,  layout,  typography,  and  descriptions  of 
the  coins  will  make  the  catalogue  featuring  your  collection  a  standard  reference  for  years  to 
come.  Your  collection  will  be  offered  to  its  best  advantage. 

EXCELLENT  RESULTS  will  be  yours  with  a  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  auction  sale. 

Public  attendance  plus  spirited  mail  bidding  from  our  mailing  list  of  the  most  active  buyers  in 
numismatics  will  combine  to  produce  the  best  results  available  in  the  auction  market  today. 

IMMEDIATE  CASH  is  yours  with  a  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  sale.  We  can  give  you  a 
generous  cash  advance  for  your  consignment.  This  way  you  can  have  all  the  benefits  of  selling 
at  auction  plus  cash  you  can  spend  immediately. 

PLUS  THESE  OTHER  ADVANTAGES:  Competitive  commission  rates.  Insured  protection 
for  your  collection  in  secure  bank  vaults.  Complete  research  facilities  for  die  varieties,  rarity 
ratings,  etc.— to  assure  you  of  a  better  price  for  your  coins.  Unquestioned  financial  and 
professional  reputation.  We  are  a  subsidiary  of  General  Mills,  a  $2  billion  sales  organization. 

Early  sale  dates  now  available. 

THE  FIRST  STEP:  Considering  the  sale  of  your  collection?  W  rite  or  telephone  us  (you  may 
call  collect)  today  and  we  will  discuss  our  convenient  arrangements  with  you.  A  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  combined  public  and  mail  bid  auction  sale  is  the  ideal  way  to  sell  your 
collection. 

NOW  ACCEPTING  CONSIGNMENTS  FOR  OUR 
NEXT  SEVERAL  AUCTIONS 

CONTACT  BOB  KORVER,  MANAGER  OF  OUR  AUCTION  DEPARTMENT  ABOUT  INCLUDING  YOUR  COLLECTION! 

cBoWers  and  GRuddy"  Qalleries,  °Inc. 

6922  Hollywood  Blvd. /Suite  600/Los  Angeles,  California  90028 

Telephone  (213)  466-4595  (multiple  lines)  T<  'ex:  69-1555  PHOTOGRADE  LSA 


The  directors  of  the  firm,  James  F.  Ruddy  and  Q.  David  Bowers,  are  life  members  (Nos.  330  and  337)  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association;  and  are  members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  Royal 
Numismatic  Society  (London),  and  other  leading  organizations. 

A  Subsidiary  of  General  Mills 


•  •  © 


We  invite  you 

to  join  our  popular 


COLLECTION  / 1 N  VESTMENT 

PROGRAM 


Interested  in  coins  as  an  investment?  For  the  busy  executive  or  professional 


person  who  wants  to  acquire  top-quality  coins  but  who  does  not  have  the  time 


to  keep  up  to  date  on  the  coin  market  or  order  from  many  sources  we  offer  our 
popular  Collection/Investment  Program. 

By  means  of  convenient  monthly  (or  other  interval  of  your  choice) 
payments  you  can  build  over  a  period  of  time  a  fine  type  set,  collection  of 
silver  dollars,  group  of  gold  coins,  display  of  world  crowns,  or  other  collection 
of  interest,  importance,  and  value.  Or,  you  may  wish  to  assemble  a  group  of 
coins  with  future  appreciation  potential  for  your  Keogh  or  I.R.A.  retirement 


program. 


For  many  years  our  Collection/Investment  Program  has  furnished  coins  of 
quality  and  value  to  our  clients.  Interested?  Send  today  for  our  large  free 


brochure,  “Rare  Coins  as  an  Investment”  which  gives  all  the  details. 


V 


Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 


—  For  Quality  and  Value 


